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THE 


PREFACE. 


I N my youth I had a ftrong defire 
of feeing foreign parts ; to fatisfy 
which inclination, after having obtained, 
from fome perfons of worth, recommen¬ 
datory letters to Dr Ardkine, chief phyfi- 
cian and privy-counfellor to the Czar Peter 
the Firft, I embarked at London, in the 
month of July 1714, on board the Profpe- 
rity of Ramfgate, Captain Emerfon, for St 
Peterfburgh. On my arrival there, I was 
received by Dr Arefkine in a very friend? 
ly manner ; to whom I communicated my 

intentions 
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intentions of feeking an opportunity of vi- 
iiting fome parts of Afia, at lead tbofe 
parts which border on Ruflia. Such an 
opportunity foon prefented itfelf, on occa- 
fion of an embafly, then preparing, from 
his Czarifh Majefty to the Sophy of Per- 
fia. ; ? 

Artemy Petrovich Valenfky, a gentle¬ 
man of a family of didindion, and a Cap¬ 
tain of the guards, was appointed ambafla- 
dor by his Majedy. Upon his nomination, 
he. applied to Dr Arefkine to recommend a 
perfon who had fome knowledge in phyfic 
and furgery, to go in his fuite in the em¬ 
bafly. As I had employed fome part of 
my time- in thofe fludies, the Do&or re¬ 
commended me ; which he did in fo cor¬ 
dial a manner, as produced to me, from the 
ambaflador many marks of friendlhip and 
regard, which fubfided not only during 
the journey, but alfo continued; from that 
time, to the end of his days. The Do.&or, 
at the fame time, recommended me to the 
college of foreign affairs at St Peterfburgh, 

by 
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by whom I was engaged in the fervice of 
Peter the Firft. 

. Having acquainted the reader with the 
manner of my entering on the travels, 
which are the principal fubjed of the fol¬ 
lowing fheets, 1 (hall take the liberty to 
fay, that I have, through the whole, given 
the obfervations, which then appeared to me 
worth remarking, without attempting to 
embellilh them, by taking any of the liber¬ 
ties of exaggeration, or invention, fre¬ 
quently imputed to travellers. 

I took notes of the fubjed of the fol¬ 
lowing treatife, by way of diary, from time 
to time, during the courfe of my travels, 
intending nothing further, at that time, 
than to keep them as helps to my memory, 
that I might, as occafion offered, commu¬ 
nicate, in. converfation with my friends, 
what I had obferved worth remarking, and 
that I might be capable of giving informa¬ 
tion to others, who might be defirous of it, 
on their being to make the fame journies. 

About 
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About four years ago, {pending fome 
days at the houfe of a Right Honourable 
and moft honoured friend, the fubjed of 
my travels took up a great part of our con- 
verfation ; during which, upon his inqui¬ 
ring occafionally, whether I had taken any 
notes of the places, &c. through which I 
had palled in my feveral journeys ? and, 
upon my anfwering in the affirmative, he 
was pleafed to take fome pains to engage 
me to promife that I would colled my 
notes and obfervations, and form them into 
journals, as complete as the time elapfed 
would admit, and communicate them to 
the world. 

It was not without reludance that I fet 
about this work, which, had I thought it 
worth the public’s acceptance and perufal, 
I would have done long ago. Such as it 
is, I now offer it to them j and flatter my- 
felf, (with hopes at lead), that the plain- 
nefs of ftile in which it is written will be 
of no prejudice to it with candid readers, 
who may find 4 n it fome things new, and 

of 
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of. which they would chooffl to be itlform-r 
ed* I i < 

In regtffd t©i the tranflation of Mr De 
Lange’s Journal* I have given it for two 
rbafons : Firft, becaufe it continues the ne¬ 
gotiation begun by Mr pe Ifmayloff, in the 
courfe of which Mr De Lange furnifhes 
the reader with a diftindt detail of the man¬ 
ner of tranfa&ing affairs with the minifters 
of ftate, of their chicaneries, &c. at the 
court of Pekin. Secondly, becaufe I do 
not apprehend it hath ever appeared in the 
Englifh language ; at lead, have made 
what inquiries I could> to find if it had 
been tranflated, which have been all fruit- 
lefs. 

As I well knew the worthinefs and inte¬ 
grity of Mr De Lange, and 1 am fully per- 
fuaded that his Journal was genuine, tho’ 
perhaps obtained furreptitioufly by the edi¬ 
tor, I have clofed the tranflation with the 
end of Mr De Lange’s Journal, on his arri¬ 
val at Selinginfky on the frontiers cf Sibe¬ 
ria ; having omitted an addition to ir, 
!> made 
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made by the editor, of the trade and mo¬ 
nies of China; concerning which, the edi¬ 
tor, when he enters upon it, acquaints the 
reader that he had not the means neceflary 
for fufficient information. For the reft, 
the tranflation is juft, as may be feen by 
comparing it with the original. 

<A.uchtermony, J 
Oft. i. 176*. 5 

JOHN BELL. 
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JOURNEY 

FROM 

St PETERSBURG H 

T O 

ISPAHAN. 


CHAP. I. 

From St Peterjburgh to Cafart. 

O N the fifteenth of July 1715, I fet 
out from St Peterfburgh, in com* 
pany with Meffieujrs Venigerkind, De Vil- 
lette, and Kurdeffsky. That city, which 
has fince grown fo confiderable, was then 
jn its infancy, having been founded, ten or 
« eleven years before, by that truly great 
Voi,. I. A man 
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man Peter the firft, to whom no under-? 
taking Teemed difficult. 

St Peterflburgh is fituated jn fixty degrees 
porth latitude, partly on the continent of 
Ingria and Carelia, and partly ,on different 
iflands formed by the river Neva, which 
difcharges itfelf, by four channels* into the 
Gulf of Finland, a little below the city. It 
is defended by a ftrong caftle, built with 
, done and brick, inacceffible to (hips of 
force, there being but eight feet water on 
the bar. As the Czar had determined to 
form a city all at once, and not to truft to 
time for the growth of a place which he 
had chofen for the feat of government, he 
affembled inhabitants from every province 
of his empire, and allured ftrangers from 
moft parts of Europe; fo that the place 
was even well peopled, and had not the 
appearance of a city fo lately founded. 

The adjacent country is generally cover¬ 
ed with woods, confiding of various kinds 
pf pines, bi,rch, alder, afpine, and other- 
trees natural to the northern climates. 

Tp, 
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To the fouthward, efpecially along the 
Ihore towards Peterhoff, the country in 
fummer is very pleafant, with country- 
feats, corn-fields, and meadows interfper- 
fedi 

The river Neva falls out of the Ladoga 
Lake at Sluflelburgh, a ftrong caftle, about 
fixty verft above St Peterfburgh. It is a 
noble flream of clear, wholefome water, 
with this peculiar quality, that it is feldonl 
muddy. It contains a great variety of ex¬ 
cellent filh, which fupply the market all 
the year, and is navigable to the Ladoga 
by flat-bottomed veflels. 

The woods on each fide are ftored with 
game; fuch as hares, which are white as 
fnow in whiter, and turn brown in fum¬ 
mer ; wild-deer, bears, and wolves; the 
lad are fo bold that I have know them, in 
the night-time, carry off a dog from a 
man’s foot, in eroding the river on the ice; 
There are alfo elks about the Lake of La¬ 
doga. As for wild-fowl, few places can 
boaft of greater variety. The chief are 

thefe j 
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thefe; the urhaan, called in French coq It - 
mogc; this bird is black, with beautiful red 
itreaks about its head and eyes. The cock 
is about the fize of a turkey; the hen is 
lefs, and of a brown colour. The heath- 
cock, in French coq de bruierc , of the fame 
colour and marks as the former, but not fo 
large. The partridge, which the French 
call gilinot . Thefe three kinds perch on 
trees ; and in winter feed on fir-tops, and 
on crane-berries, which they fcrape from 
under the fnow. There is alfo found here 
the common Englifh partridge ; it is how¬ 
ever but rare. The tarmachan, a bird 
well known in the northern parts of Eng¬ 
land, and in Scotland, are here in plenty. 

As foon as the ice goes off in the fpring, 
vaft flocks of water-fowl come hither from 
the Cafpian Sea, and other fouthern re¬ 
gions* to hatch. Thefe confift of fwans, 
geefe, a variety of wild ducks, teal, &o. 

Snipes and wood-cocks breed here, many 
of which are catched by the Ruffians, who 
are excellent fifhers and fportfmen. 

From 
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From St Peterfburg we direded our 
courfe along the weftern bank of the Neva, 
till we came to the brick-works. The 
weather being very hot, we halted here a 
few hours, and in the evening purfued our 
journey to a fmall river which falls into 
the Neva, about thirty verft above St Pe- 
terlburgh. At this place we let our horfes 
go to grafs, and lay in our waggons till the 
morning ; but were much molcfted by the 
gnats and mufkitos. 

Next morning we continued our jour¬ 
ney, and palled a village called llhora, 
where the inhabitants fpeak a language, 
and wear a drefs different from the Ruffian, 
though they profefs the fame Greek reli¬ 
gion. It is probable they are the defen¬ 
dants of a colony formerly brought hither 
from fome of the provinces of Livonia. 

Next day we came to the Volchova, a 
great river ifluing from a lake called Ilmen, 
not far diftant from the city of Novogorod, 
which difcharges itfelf into the Ladoga. 
Here we left our horfes, and, putting our 

waggons 
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waggons and carriages on board barques^ 
went up the river, ufing oars or fails, by 
turns, as neceffity obliged us. The banks 
of the Volchova are covered with many 
villages, and fruitful corn-fields, intermix¬ 
ed with natural woods. We found as we 
went along plenty of fifh and country pro- 
vifions. 

The 19th, we arrived at Novogorod 
Velikoi, or the Great Novogorod, fo called 
to diftinguifh it from many leffer towns of 
the fame name. This city flands about 
two hundred verft fouth-eaft from Peterf- 
burgh. The Volchova runs through the 
. middle of it, over which there is a wooden 
bridge defended by a fortrefs. There are 
many well built churches in the town, and 
a great number of monafteries in the neigh¬ 
bourhood, pleafantly fituated, which form 
a very agreeable profpett. It was former¬ 
ly a place of great note, but is now much 
decayed. Here is an archbifhop who en- 
’ joys a very confiderable revenue. 

J ul y 
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July 22(1* having put our carriages on 
board another barque* we failed up the 
river to the Lake Ilmen ; and, leaving it 
on our right hand* entered a fmall river 
called Mfta, and at night came to Brunitz* 
a large village, thirty verft from Novogo- 
rod. Here we difcharged our boats ; and* 
having procured horfes, we proceeded next 
morning thirty verft to the village of 
£aytzoff, from thence to Krafnyftanky, 
and then to Kreftitlky, where we changed 
horfes, with which we travelled to Yalhil- 
bitza. Here begin the Valday-hills, which 
run to a great diftance from eaft to weft, 
but are only about twenty or thirty verft 
broad. They are moftly covered with 
wood. We came next to the town of Val- 
day ; this place is pleafantly fituated at the 
foot of the hills, adjoining to a large lake 
of the lame name, in the middle of which 
is an illand, whereon ftands a monaftery. 
The country in the neighbourhood is hilly, 
but not mountainous, exhibiting a beautiful 
yariety pf plain and riling grounds. 

The 
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The next ftage is Zimogory, and aftef 
that Viftinoy-volotzoke. Here is a canal 
of conliderable extent, cut by Peter the 
Firft, which opens a communication by 
water from St Peterfburgh to all the places 
on the Volga, and many other parts of 
Rufiia, and proves a great encouragement 
to trade, and very advantageous to the 
merchant, in fuch extenfive tra&s of land. 

Next day we came to Torlhoak, a fmall 
town. 

The 29th, we arrived at Tweer, a popu¬ 
lous and trading town, defended by a 
cattle ; it is the capital of a province, and 
a bifhop’s feat. It derives ; its name from* 
a rivulet in the neighbourhood, called 
Tweertza, and ttands on the banks of the 
famous river Volga. 

The Volga, known formerly by the 
name of Rha, has its fource not far to the 
weftward of Tweer. At a fmall dittance 
from the fource of the Volga, two other 
noble rivers take their rife ; the Dnieper, 
or Boryfthenes, which run into the Black 

Sea 
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Sea at Otzakof, and the Duina, which falls 
into the Baltic at Riga. 

The Volga, after vifiting in its courfe to 
the fouth-eaft many fruitful countries, dis¬ 
charges itfelf into the Cafpian Sea, about 
fixty verft below Aftrachan j and, in all 
this long courfe, there is not a fingle cata- 
ra£t to interrupt the navigation. As to 
filh, no river in the world can afford great¬ 
er variety, better of their kind, nor in 
larger quantities. 

Here we tailed the fterlett, a filh much 
and generally efteemed ; it is of the ftur- 
geon kind, but feldom grows above thirty 
inches long: It is found in other rivers of 
Ruflia j but the Volga produces the belt 
and in greateft plenty. The caviare, or 
fpawn, is very good to eat raw, after being 
cleaned and dreffed. 1 never could find a 
fifherman who had feen their fry. 

The fame day, having changed horfes, 
we proceeded on our journey to Gorodna, 
a large village, on the well bank of the 
Volga. From this place is feen a charm- 

Vol. I. B ing 
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ing landfkip, containing a full view of the 
windings of that river. 

From hence, after palling many villages, 
we came to Kle'en, a pretty large town, 
and the laft Rage to Mofco. The country 
between Kleen and Mofco is plealant, ha¬ 
ving many tufts of wood, of unequal big- 
nefs, fcattered among the corn-fields, that 
contribute to beautify the country, which, 
had no great appearance of fertility. 

About feven verft from Mofco we paf- 
fed through a large village, called Ffe- 
fwatzky, inhabited by Chriftians of the 
Eaftern church, named Georgians; their 
ancient country was Gurgiftan, now one 
of the northerly provinces of Perfia j they 
Were driven ftom their native country by 
the perfecution of the Perfians ; and, fly¬ 
ing into Ruflia, they there found an holpi- 
table reception, many of them being em* 
ployed in the fervice of the Emperor.’ 

From this place there is a view of the 
city of Mofcow, and, at this diftance, few 
cities in the world make a finer appear- 
x ance; 
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ance ; for it Hands on a rifing ground, and 
contains many (lately churches and mo- 
nafteries, whofe fteeples and cupolas are 
generally covered either with copper gilt, 
or tin plates, which (hine like gold and di¬ 
ver in the fun. 

Auguft 2d we arrived at the city of Mof- 
co. I have omitted the names and diftances 
of many incondderable places through 
which we paifed j let it fuffice, that the di- 
ftance between St Peterfburgh and Mofco is 
about (even hundred and thirty verft; and, 
although the hot weather detained us long 
on the road, in winter the journey is.eadly 
performed with (ledges in three days. 

On the 10th of Auguft, my friends,' 
Meflkurs Lange and Girvan, arrived here 
in their way to China, on a meflage from 
the Czar to the Emperor. of China: The 
firft was a Swede, and the other a phydci- 
an, from the county of Air in Scotland. 

We ftayed in Mofco about three weeks, 
having many things to prepare for fo long 
a journey. This city, Handing on an emi¬ 
nence; 




Digitized by v^.ooQle 



I 


12 A JOURNEY 

nence, a6 was already obferved, commands 
.an extenfive profpeft of a fine plain coun¬ 
try, adorned with woods and clumps of 
trees, monafteries, and gentlemen’s feats; 
The river Mofco runs almoft through it, 
which, emptying iifelf into the Volga, 
preferves a communication with all the 
fouthern parts of Rufiia, and even with 
Perfia. From thefe advantages in fituation, 
this place is very convenient for trade, 
which flouriflies here to a confiderable de¬ 
gree. 

The city is fortified with a ftrong brick- 
wall, called Beligorod, having embrafures 
and a ditch. Within this is another wall, 
called Kitaygorod : This laft inclofes what 
is called the Crimlin, in which is the old 
imperial palace, compounded of a number 
of buildings, added to one another at dif¬ 
ferent times. Some of the apartments are 
very fpa&ous, particularly that called Gra- 
pavitapallata, where audience was given to 
foreign ambafladors: Adjoining to the pa¬ 
lace are many edifices, where were held 

the 
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the courts of juft ice: Here alfo (lands a 
lofty tower, wherein is hung the largeft 
bell in the world, called Ivan Veleke, weigh¬ 
ing about ten thoufand poods ; which, 
reckoning -eabh pood at near thirty-fix 
pounds Englifti, will amount to about an 
hundred and fixty ton weight. Befides 
tbefe, there is a cathedral church, and an 
arfenal, well furnilhed with brafs cannon, 
mortars, and other warlike (lores. Be¬ 
yond the brick-walla, already mentioned, 
there is an earthen one, of great circum¬ 
ference, round the whole ; and, without 
this, the fuburbs alfo are very extenfive. 

The great plenty of provifions in this 
place furprifed me not a little; I found here 
fruits of different kinds, which I did not 
exped, particularly excellent melons, and 
arboozes, or water-melons. 

Auguft the 21 ft, we (hipped our baggage 
on board fix fmall barques, adapted by their 
conftru&ion, either for (ails or oars, as 
(hould be mod convenient, and fell down 
the river. The ambaffador only remained 

at 
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at Mofco, waiting for fome difpatches from 
cohrt- In the evening we pa(Ted Kolu- 
minfka, a village pleafantly fituated on the 
fouth fide of the Mofco river, near which - 
is a large country-houfe, with gardens and 
orchards, belonging to the court. 

October 3d, we came to Kolumna, a. 
fortified town. Next day, the wind being 
favourable, we hoifted fail, and, after going 
. about three verft, entered the river Oka, 
into which the Mofco falls and lofes its 
name. The Oka rifes in the Ukrain, and 
runs to the fouth-eaft; it contains .a great 
, quantity of water, and is navigable very 
far up the country. 

The 9th, we arrived at Pereflave-refanfky, 
a large town to the left, fituated about a 
verft from the river Oka; it is the feat of 
an archbifhop, and the country around is 
very fruitful in corn. 

The 16th, we came to Kaflimova, for¬ 
merly the refidence of a Tartar Prince; 
but the family is now converted to Chrif- 
• tianity, and retains only the old name of 

Kaffi- 
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Kaflimoflky Czarevitz. The place is at 
prefent inconfiderable. There are Hill here 
a few Mahometan Tartars, who are allow¬ 
ed the free exercife of their religion, and 
have a ftnall oratory. , I accompanied our 
interpreter to vifit one of them, an old ac¬ 
quaintance of his: He was a very decent 
man ; we faw a horfe newly killed, which 
they intended to eat; they prefer this kind 
of food to beef, and invited us to fhare 
their repaft, which we declined, pretending 
we had not time. * 

The 17th we left Kallimova, and the 
aift arrived at Murum, a pretty large 
town, and a bifliop’s fee. The country 
pr oduces plenty of corn. About this place, 
there are a few idolatrous Tartars, who live 
in little dirty cottages, thinly fcattered; 
they are a very limple and harmlefs peo¬ 
ple ; how or when they fettled here is not 
' known. 

The 2 2d we palled a large village, called 
Paulovo-perevoz, the property of Prince 
Tzerhalkoy. Its lituation is on the fouth 

fide 
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fide of the river: Here the banks are much 
higher than above this place. 

We came the 23d to Niftma-novogorod, 
a great town, defended by a caftle, (landing 
on the high banks of the Oka, oppofite to 
where it lofes itfelf in the Volga, which 
now forms a mighty ilream. 

The following day we dined at the go¬ 
vernor’s, where I faw General Creutz, 
and feveral other Swedi(h officers, who 
had been taken prifoners at Poltava, and 
lived here at large. 

The 25th we failed from Niffina, and 
foon entered the Volga. The wind being 
northerly, we run along at a great rate; 
but, in the night, the river was fuddenly 
filled with floating ice, which drove us on 
a fand bank, where we lay a-ground that 
night and all the next day; however, after 
much labour and fatigue, we got clear, al¬ 
though the floating ice dill continued. At 
laft the wind changed to the fouth, and the 
weather turned milder, which enabled us 
to purfue our voyage. 

We 
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We next pafled Vafily-gorod, and then 
Kofino-deminnfko, fmall towns, both on 
the right. 

November 3d we came to Zaback-zar* 
a pretty large town, on the fame hand. 

In this country are caught the beft and 
largeft faulcons in the world, much efteem- 
ed for their ftrength and beauty, particu¬ 
larly by the Turks and Perfians, who pur-, 
chafe them very dear. The Ruffians take 
few young hawks from the neft, preferring 
the old ones, which they man very dex- 
troufly to fly at fwan, goofe, cran, or heron; 
The Tartars fly them at antelopes and 
hares. I have feen them take a wild duck 
o~ut of the water, when nothing of her 
could be perceived but the bill, which ffie 
Was obliged to put up for air. Some of 
them are as white as a dove. The manner 
of catching them is very Ample: They e- 
re£t a tall pole upon a hill, free from wood, 
on a bank of the river, near which is pla¬ 
ced a day-net, under the net fome fmall 
birds are fattened by a cord, which the 

Vol. I. C hawk- 
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hawk-catcher pulls to make them flutter, 
on the appearance of the hawk, who ob- 
ferving his prey, firft perches on the pole, 
and, when he ftoops to feize the birds, the 
perfon, who is concealed by the bullies, 
draws the net and covers him. 

The 4th, we .palled Kay-gorod, and the 
5th, Swiiaflky, the firft on the left, and the 
other on the right hand. This evening we 
arrived before the town of Cazan, and 
hauled our boats into the mouth of a final! 
liver, from which the town has its name, 
called Cazanka. We intended to continue 
our voyage diredly to Aftrachan; but, be¬ 
fore we had made the neceflary preparations 
at Cazan, the winter fet in, and, on the 6th 
of September, the Volga was filled with 
floating ice; this determined us to winter 
at that place ; we therefore unloaded the 
boats, and came to the city, where we wire 
hofpitably received by the governour. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 

Occurrences during ourflay at Cazan ; 
our journey thence to AJlrachan . 

C AZAN is about feven hundred and 
thirty-five verft from Mofco by land, 
but much more by water: It is fituated a- 
bout five verft to the north of the Volga, 
on a high bank of the rivulet Cazanka, 
which is navigable from this place to the 
river. The town is ftrong by fituation, 
and defended by a caftle, fortified with 
walls of brick: Within the citadel are the 
cathedral church, the palaces of the arch- 
bifhop and governor, and the apartments 
for the courts of juftice: The town is 

fenced 
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fenced with a ditch and palifades. The 
fuburbs are inhabited chiefly by mechanics, 
except a ftreet or two poflefled by Maho¬ 
metan Tartars, the pofterity of the ancient 
natives; they live very decently, have the 
free exercife of their religion, and many o- 
ther privileges; fome of them are very 
rich by the trade they carry on to Turkey, 
Perfia, and other places. 

Cazan was anciently the capital of a part 
of Tartary, and the feat of government, 
where the royal family refided. It was ta¬ 
ken from the Tartars by Czar Ivan Vafilo- 
viz, in the year fifteen hundred and fifty- 
two, in confequence whereof, an extenfive 
country to the fouthward eafily fell into his 
hands. The conquered Princes were convert¬ 
ed to Chriftianity, and had lands afligned 
them in their own country, where the fa-? 
mily ftill fubfifts. 

The country adjacent is very pleafant 
and fertile, producing wheat, rye, barley, 
oats, and feveral kinds of pulfe. The 
woods to the fouth and weft confift of ftate-r 

iy 
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ly oaks, fufficient to fupply all the navies in 
the world; and from hence St Peterfburgh 
is abundantly furnilhed with timber for 
all the purpofes of {hip-building, by an ea- 
fy conveyance all the way by water. The 
woods to the north and eaft, which are of 
prodigious extent, confift of trees of all 
forts. 

In the fpring, when the fnow melts, the 
Volga overflows all the low grounds, fome- 
times to a great diflance; the confequence 
is the fame with that produced in Egypt, 
by the inundations of the Nile ; for the 
mud, carried down by the ftreara, fertilizes 
the country to a great degree; fo that on 
the iflands in the Volga, fome whereof are 
very large, and overgrown with tall trees, 
I have found plenty of excellent afparagus. 

Befldes the fterlett there are plenty of 
fturgeon, and a fifh about the flzc and near 
the Ihape of the largeft falmon, which is 
very delicious, and, for the whitenefs of 
|ts flefh, is called the white fifh. 

The 
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The woods afford abundance of game j 
and, in the fpring, great numbers of water- 
fowl come hither to hatch from the Cafpian 
Sea. At Cazan we found good beef, mut¬ 
ton, and tame poultry, and provifions of 
all kinds very reafonable. 

There is here a confiderable manufa&ory , 
of Ruflia leather, the hides here being 
reckoned the belt in the empire: Great 
quantities of this leather are exported to Leg¬ 
horn, and other parts of Europe, and may 
be confidered among the ftaple commodities 
of this country 2 The ftroiig fmell of this 
leather is acquired in the dreffing, for in- 
ftead of oil, common in other places, they 
ufe a kind of tar, extradited by fire from the 
bark of the birch-tree ; which ingredient, 
the Ruffes call deuggit, and which tree is 
here in greater abundance than in other 
parts of the world; and then they dye 
them with logwood. 

Befides the idolatrous Tartars, formerly 
mentioned, there are two pretty numerous 
tribes called the Tzerimifh and Tzoowafh, 

they 
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they fpeak a language quite different from 
the Mahometan Tartars in thefe parts, who 
ufe a corupted dialect of the Arabic. The 
Mahometans likewife have fome learning ; 
but the Tzerimifli and Tzoowafti have 
none. They have a tradition among them, 
that, in former times, they had a book on 
religion ; but, as no body could read it, a 
cow came and fwallowed it. They pay 
great veneration to a bull. From whence 
they came is unknown ; but, from their 
completion, it is probable they are from 
Afia. They live by agriculture, and feem 
to be an inoffenfive kind of people. Their 

i 

huntfmen offer in facrifice, to fome deity, 
the firft creature they catch. Hence fome 
curious men have imagined thefe people 
part of the ten tribes of the Jews, expelled 
by Shalmanezer. I advance this only as 
a conjecture, which every reader may fol¬ 
low, or not, as he pleafes. 

By accident I met with an Englifliman 
at this place. He was by trade a carpen¬ 
ter, 
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ter, and had been in the Ruffian fervice; 
but, being fufpe&ed of deferring, he was 
condemned to banifhment, to this coun¬ 
try, for a certain time; and, notwith- 
ftanding that was elapfed, the poor man, 
deprived of all means of aflerting his li¬ 
berty, remained ftill in the fame fituation. 
He bought a Tzerimifh wife, from her fa¬ 
ther, for fix rubles, about thirty flrillings 
Sterling. He brought her to vifit me. She 
was a woman of a cheerful and open coun¬ 
tenance, and drefled in the manner of her 
country ; of which, for its Angularity, I 
lhall give a ftiort defcription. 

Her hair was plaited round her head, in 
many locks, but that on the back part long¬ 
er than the reft, at the end of which was 
tied a taflel of red filk, and in the middle 
a fmall round brafs bell. About her head 
was a fillet fet with fmall fhells, inftead of 
jewels, and hung all round with filver 
pence. Above this was a piece of linen 
l'o artfully plaited and done up, that it 

looked 
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looked like a grenadier’s cap; at the top was 
a filk taflel, with another brafs bell, which 
gingled as fhe turned her head. The reft 
of her drefs was clean, though homely } 
and the whole feemed becoming enough. 

• I think the cold is here more intenfe 
than at St Peterfburgh, though it is five or 
fix degrees farther fouth. In going about 
three miles from town, in a clear day, I 
had my face, fingers, and toes frozen, not- 
withftanding I was not half an hour on the 
road. I applied the common cure, that is, 
rubbing the numbed parts with fnow, 
which I found perfe&ly effe&ual. 

December 24th, our ambaflador arrived 
from Mofco. At the fame time came an 
eXprefs from court, with the important 
news of the crown Princefs (as fhe was 
commonly called) being fafely delivered of 
a fon, chriftened by the name of Peter. 
She died foon after her delivery, univerfally 
lamented for her many rare and excellent 
virtues. She was of the Wolffenbuttle fami¬ 
ly, and wife to Alexy Petrovitz, the Cza- 

D revitz. 
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revitz. Befides this young Prince, Ihe left ft 
a Princefs called Natalia. ‘ V 

At Cazan we found two Swediffi gene- ' 
rals, Hamilton and Rofen, and many other 
officers of diftin&ion, taken prifoners at 
Poltava, who were no farther confined-than 
by having a foldier of the garrifon to at¬ 
tend them at their lodgings ; and, by the 
generofity of the governour, lived as eafily 
as circumftances would allow. Thefe gen¬ 
tlemen were invited to all the public di- 
verljpns ; and, by their polite and agree¬ 
able behaviour, contributed not a little to 
our paffing the Winter with a good deal of 
pleafure, in fuch a remote part of the 
world. 

Upon the banks of the Cazanka Rands 
a monaftery, very pleafantly fituated. I 
accompanied our interpreter to vifit the 
abbot, who received us in a very friendly 
manner. He would not, however, give 
the interpreter his bleffing, nor admit him 
into the church, during divine fervice, un- 
lefs he pulled off his wig. He, profeffing 

the 
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^ithe communion of the Greek church, ex- 

! populated a little with the prieft, telling 
him that their learned bifhops at Mofco 
.made no fuch fcruples. The abbot re¬ 
plied, tb&t it was contrary to the rules of 
difcipline to allow any man to enter the 
church with his head covered. 

The time was now come when we ex¬ 
pected to leave Cazan. Our boats were 
ready in the beginning of May, but the 
Volga was ftill fo high and rapid, that it 
* was reckoned dangerous to proceed till the 
flood fubfided ; for the force of the ftream 
frequently carries veflels from their courfe 
into the woods, where the water retiring, 
leaves them on dry land. 

At laft, on the 4th of June 1716, we 
left Cazan in eight barks, and rowed down 
the river with great velocity. In the night, 
one of our boats was driven, by the rapi¬ 
dity of the current, among the woods, and 
ftuck faft between two trees, up which the 
people climbed, being apprehenfive of dan¬ 
ger. 
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ger. The confequence, however, was pot 
fo fatal as the circumftances were -alar¬ 
ming ; for the veflel was got off next day, 
with inconfiderable damage. 

The 7th, we pafled a fmall town called 
Tetoofk, and the 9th Sinbirfky, pretty 
large, and the capital of a province of that 
name, both to the right* Sinbirlky is de¬ 
fended by a caftle. Near this place are e- 
vident marks of camps and entrenchments, 
which I was told were the works of the 
. great Tartar general called Timyrak-fack, 
or Lame Timyr, or Tamerlane, who came 
to this place with a great army ; but, being 
informed of an infurredtion in his own 
country, Samarkant, now Bucharia, re¬ 
turned home. 

The 10th, we put off from Sinbirfky 
with the wind contrary, which greatly re¬ 
tarded our progrefs. We pafled two hills, 
one of them exhibiting a very beautiful 
profpedi, the other containing mines of ful- 
phur, as clear as amber. We pafled alfo a 
moqnd of fand, of confiderable bignefs, in 

the 
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the middle of a plain, where they fay was 
buried a famous Tartar Prince called Ma~ 
may. 

The 20th, we arrived at the town of 
Samara, fituated to die left, in a fine plain. 
The place is but fmall, and fortified only 
with a ditch and palifades, with wooden 
towers at proper difiances, mounted with 
cannon, futficieot to defend it againft the 
jncurfions of the Tartars, called Kara Kal- 
packs, or Black Caps, who inhabit the de- 
fert to the eaftward of this place. 

This tribe of Tartars is not very confi- 
derable, and, when their chiefs are united, 
which feldom happens, can fcarce raife a* 
bove ten or twelve thoufand men, who are 
all mounted on borfeback; becaufe, in their 
long marches, to rob and plunder their 
neighbours, nothing but horfe could be of 
any ufe. They live always in tents, with 
their flocks, removing from place to place, 
as led by inclination or neceflity. Their 
weapons are bows and arrows, and fabres ; 
forne of them ufe fire-arms. While we 

were 
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■were at Samara, the inhabitants were alarm¬ 
ed with the approach of two or three thoti- 
fand of thefe people, who encamped about 
thi'ee miles diftant. From one of the tow¬ 
ers I Could plainly fee their camp, and 
them riding about it. As they had not ar¬ 
tillery, the garrifon was in no danger, tho* 
fo weak, however, that it durft not at this 
time attack them. The people were obli¬ 
ged to keep a conftant watch to defend 
their cattle. This place is reckoned about 
three hundred and fifty verft diftant from 
Cazan. 

The 21 ft, having provided frefli hands 
for the navigation of our barks, we depart¬ 
ed from Samara j and, the weather being 
calm, rowed down the river, which is here 
very broad. The weftern bank is very high, 
but the eaftern quite flat. The fields on 
both fides are very fruitful, but efpecially 
to the weft, where the grafs grows very 
high, intermixed with fage, thyme, and o- 
ther herbs ; there are alfo fome woods of 
oaks. A few hundred acres of fuch land 

would 
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would be of greqt vajue in England* tho’ 
it is here wafte and uncultivated. 

We came the 25th to the Ifmeyovi-gory, 
or Serpent-hjlls, fo called from the wind¬ 
ings of the river at this place ; and, after 
palling feveral towns, and many villages,' all 
on the right, we landed at. $aratof, a large 
town on the fame fide, about eight hun-. 
dred and fifty verft from Cazan. It is but 
llightly fortified with a ditch, wooden-walls, 
and towers mounted with, cannon, and de¬ 
fended by a garrifon of regular, troops and, 
Coflacks. 

We dined next day with the Governour, 
who entertained us with great variety of 
provifions, particularly fifh, and very fine 
mutton. 

After dinner, a party of us crofled the 
river, to vilit a great horfe-market, held by 
the Kalmuck Tartars. We faw about five 
or fix hundred of thefe people fcflembled 
in a field, with a number of horfes all run¬ 
ning loofe, except thofe on which the Tar¬ 
tars were mounted. The buyers came 

from 
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from different parts of Ruflia- The Tar¬ 
tars had their tents pitched along the river 
fide. Thefe tents are of a conical figure. 
There are feveral long poles ereded, incli¬ 
ning to one another, which are fixed at 
the top into fomething like a hoop, that 
forms the circumference of an aperture for 
letting out the fmoke, or admitting the 
light. Acrofs the poles are laid fome finall 
rods, from four to fix feet long, and fas¬ 
tened to them with thongs : This frame is 
covered with pieces of felt, made of coarfe 
wool and hair. Thefe tents afford better 
lhelter than any other kind, and are fo con¬ 
trived, as to be fet up, taken down, folded, 
and packed up, with great eafe and quick- 
nefs, and fo light, that a camel may cany 
five or fix of them. Where the Chan, or 
any perfon of chara&er, refides, they are 
placed in ftraight lines. Thefe Tartars are 
ftrong made ftout men, their faces broad, 
nofes flattifh, and eyes fmall and black, but 
very quick. Their drefs is very fimple, 
confiding of a loofe coat of fheep fkins tied 

with 
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with a girdle, a fmall round cap, turned 
up with furr, having a taflel of red Aik at 
the top, leather or linen drawers, and boots. 
Their heads are all fliaved, except a lock 
behind, which is plaited, and hangs down 
their'backs. 

They are armed with bows and arrows, 
a fabre and lance, which they manage with 
great dexterity, acquired by conftant prac¬ 
tice from their infancy. They are men of 
courage and refolution; but much afraid of 
cannon, which puts their horles in difor- 
der. As they are almoft always on horfe- 
back, they are excellent riders. 

The drefs of the women differs little 
from that of the men ; only their gowns 
are fomewhat longer than the coats of the 
men, a little ornamented, and bordered with 
party-coloured cloth. They . wear ear¬ 
rings, and their hair all plaited in locks. 
The better fort drefs in Aiks in fummer. It 
muft be obferyed, for the honour of their 
women, that they are very honed and Aq* 
cere, and few of them lewd. Adultery is 
Vol. I. £ a 
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a crime fearce ever heard of. The Tartar® 
make very good aad faithful fenrants ; and 
the more mildly they are uled the better 
they perform their duty; for their wan¬ 
dering unconfined manner of life naturally, 
infpires them with fentiments of liberty, 
and averfion and hatred to tyranny and op- 

Alf their wealth is their flocks. Like thofe 
who lived in the early ages of the world, 
they have camels, horfes, cows, and fheep, 

, The horfes are of a good fize for the faddlc, 
and very hardy ; as they run wild till they 
are fometimes fix years old, they are gene¬ 
rally headflrong. They are fold at this fair 
at five to fifteen or fixteen crowns; and the 
ftrong well lhaped natural pacers much 
higher. They have few camels, but many 
dromedaries, who have two protuberances 
on their back6. Their cows are of a middle 
fize; the fheep large, having broad tails 
like thofe in Turkey ; the wool is coarfe, 
|i>ut the mutton very fine. 

Ia 
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In the preceding cent ary, a Kalmuck 
prince,aamcd Torgott-Chorluke, came from 
Alaek-Ulla, (which fig.nifies the fpbtted 
mountains), a country fituated between Si¬ 
beria bn the north, and India on the foufh, 
to the bbrdera of Ruflia ; and brought a- 
long with him about fifty thoufand fami-* 
- Kes, or tents, as they fometimes reckon. 
In his march weftward to the Volga, ho 
defeated Eyball-utzick aTartar prince, whet 
irved in tents beyond the river Enbo. Ad-* 
vancirvg forward, he met three other Tartar 
chiefs, named ftitta-haptiay, Malebalh, and 
Etzan, whom he alfo defeated j and at laifc 
fettled to the eafi of the Volga r under the 
protection of the Ruffians. Chorluke had 
fix- fons. Dangtiinq, the elded, fucceeded 
him in the government or chanfhip. 

The prefent Chan, named Aijuka, is the 
fourth from Chorluke, and is much efteem- 
ed in< the eaft for his fagacity and juftice. 
I am informed that the rfeafon why Chor¬ 
luke left his own* country, was a difpute 
about the fueceffioia to the chdnffiip. He 

being 
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being engaged on the weakeft fide, and 
having unfuccefsfully tried his fortune in 
the field, at laft took the refolution of a- 
bandoning his own country altogether. 
Thefe people are generally called the Black 
Kalmucks, though they are not black, but 
only fwarthy. 

They have no money, except what they 
get from the Ruffians, and their other 
neighbours, in exchange for cattle. With 
this they buy meal fometimes, but moftly 
cloth, filk fluffs, and other apparel, for their 
Women. They have no mechanics, ex¬ 
cept thofe Who make arms. They avoid 
all labour, as the greatefl flavery ; their 
Only employment is tending their flocks, 
managing horfes, and hunting. If they are 
angry with a perfon, they wifh he may 
five in one place, and work like a Ruffian.. 
Their language contains none of thofe hor¬ 
rid oaths common enough in tongues of 
more enlightened nations. They believe 
virtue leads to happinefs, and vice to mife- 
ry j for, when defired to do what they 

think 
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think wrong, they reply, in a proverb, 

* Though a knife be (harp, it cannot cut 

* its own handle.’ 

On long marches, all their provifions 
confift of cheefe, or rather dried curd, 
made up into little balls, which they dtink 
when pounded and mixed with water. < If 
this kind'of food fails, they, have always 
many fpare horfes, which they kill and eat. 
They broil or roaft' the flefh before the 
fire, .on pieces of broken arrows, and never 
eat it raw, as is commonly believed, unleis 
compelled by neceffity. They have, in¬ 
deed, large thick pieces of horfe flefli, 
fmoked or dried in the fun, which they 
eat; but this cannot properly be called 
raw. I have tailed fome of it, and thought 
it not amils. 

As to their religion, I can fay little: 
They are downright heathens ; and have 
many lamas or priefts, who can read and 
write, and are didinguilhed by their yel¬ 
low habits. Their high pried: is called 
Delay Lama, and lives far to the eaftward. 

July 
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July i ft, we pot off from Sxratof, and 
the 2d, 7th, and 9th, palled the town* of 
Kamofhinka, Czaritza, aod Tzorno-yarr, 
all fituated on the weft bank, and fortified 
in the fame manner as Saratof. At the firft 
of thefe places, Captain Perry, an Englilh- 
man, with many workmen, was employed 
in cutting a canal between the Volga and 
the Don* which would have opened a paf. 
fage to the Euxine lea ; but the ground 
being very hard, and riling in feme places 
confiderably above the level, the enterprise 
was laid slide, though the diftance was not 
above fifty verft. 

From Tzorno-yarr to Aftrachan, it is not 
Safe for Ruffians to travel on the weftem 
banks of the Volga, on- account of the Cu¬ 
ban Tartars, who are their enemies. To 
the eaft, however, there is no danger, as 
the Kalmucks are friends. On the iHands 
in the Volga I obferved- great quantities of 
Kquorifh growing wild. 

The 13th, we arrived fafe at Aftrachan, 
and were lodged in the citadel. This place 

was 
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was taken from the Tartars in the year 
1554, by the warlike Czar Ivan Vafilio- 
vitz j whereby all his conquefts on the 
Volga were fecured, and the way prepared 
for farther extending the Ruffian dominion 
to the fouth and eaft, which hath h been < 
fttc$ef«fuUy attempted dace his time. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

Occurrences during our Stay at A- 
Jtrachan . Our Journey thence 
to Shamachy. 


A STRACHAN is fituated about 
fixty verft from the Cafpian Sea, on 
an ifland in the Volga, having the main 
branch of that river to the weftward. It is 
fortified by a ftrong brick-wall, with em- 
brafures, and fquare towers at proper dis¬ 
tances. In the citadel are the cathedral 
church, governour’s palace, and the public 
offices. There is a creek or haven for fhips 
that navigate the river and the Cafpian Sea. 
The houfes are generally built with wood, 

con* 
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conveyed in rafts along the river; for the 
neighbouring country produces nothing, 
being all a barren defert. To the weft- 
ward there is no water to be found for 
many miles. The iflands, however, adja¬ 
cent to the town, are very fruitful, and 
produce excellent grapes, tranfplanted hi¬ 
ther from Perfia and other parts; alfo wa¬ 
ter-melons, efteemed the beft in the world ; 
and various kinds of mufk-melons, peach¬ 
es, cherries, pears, apples, and apricots. 

Here are feveral large vineyards, belong¬ 
ing partly to the court, and partly to pri¬ 
vate perfons. There is a Frenchman who 
fuperintends them. The wines are very 
good when drunk on the fpot, but cannot 
bear carriage, for the lead motion renders 
them infipid. Were it not for this circum- 
ftance, Ruflia would be able, not only to 
fupply itfelf abundantly with wine, but e- 
ven other parts of Europe. This perni¬ 
cious quality is attributed to the nitrous 
particles of the foil where the vines grow. 
I have myfelf feen, in the furrows made 
F for 
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for watering them, a whitifti cruft of fait x 
But the grapes, notwithftanding, are very 
fweet, without the leaft tindure of tart*?* 
nefs. 

About a mile below the town are collec¬ 
ted great quantities of common fait. The 
people dig pits, into which they introduce 
the water; which, being exhaled by the 
heat of the fun, the fait is left upon the 
bottom. After gathering, they tranfport it 
along the river, in large barks of about five 
or fix hundred ton. The gun-powder 
roanufadory is a little above the town ; in 
which, and in the mines of faltpetre, near 
this place, are employed a great number of 
workmen for the fervice of the govern¬ 
ment. 

The climate is healthy, though very hot. 
The weather is generally calm, during 
which great numbers of gnats mulkitos in- 
feft the inhabitants. Thefe vermine indeed 
are fometimes difperfed by a breeze from 
the fea, which renders this place very plea- 
fant. They are hatched and iheltered in 

the 
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the marfhes towards the Tea, which are fo 
overgrown.with ftrong tall reeds that they 

dre altogether impaflable. 

\ 

The Mahometan Tartars here live with* 
out the town, and have the fame privileges 
as in other places. I met feveral of their 
women in the ftreet with rings in their 
nofes, which were of different value* ac¬ 
cording to the rank of the perfon who 
wore them ; fome of gold, and others fet 
with precious ftones. On inquiring the 
reafon of fuch a fingular ornament, I Was 
told, that it was the confequence of a reli* 
gious dedication of thefe perfons to the 
fervice of God : It is made by the parents, 
even while the mother is pregnant; in to¬ 
ken whereof, as foon as the child i$ born, 
they put a ring in the right nofiril, which 
continues there till death. I have feert 
fome with two fuch rings. 

Adrachaii is a place of coofiderdble 
trade to Perfia, Chiva, Bucharia, and India. 
The people of thefe nations have a commoh 

sard* 
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caravanfery, where they live and expofe 
their goods to fale. 

The Armenians carry on the greateft 
part of the Perfian trade ; for the Perfians 
themfelves feldom go out of their own 
country. There are a few Indians, or Ba¬ 
nians, at this place, who have a ftreak of 
yellow down their forehead, made with 
faffron or fome other vegetable. They 
are a good-natured, innocent kind of peo¬ 
ple, and live moftly on fruits. 

The market is plentifully fupplied with 
provifions of all kinds ; but efpecially fifli, 
of which no place that! I know abounds 
with fuch variety. After the fale is over, 
which is ufually about ten o’clock, what 
remains of the common forts is thrown to 
the dung-hill, where the hogs and poultry 
feed upon them ; and hence it happens 
that their very pork and fowls tafte of fifh. 
It would be tedious to mention all the dif¬ 
ferent kinds this place affords: I cannot 
however omit the carp, which for fize ex¬ 
ceeds all of that name I ever heard of. I 

have 
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have feen fome of them of more than thir¬ 
ty pound weight, very fat and lufcious. 
Thofe caught in autumn are carried to 
Mofco frozen, and fold there and in the 
places adjacent. 

I obferved alfo a great variety of uncom¬ 
mon birds, whereof I fhall defcribe a few 
that feemed mod extraordinary. 

The firft I fhall mention, called by the 
Ruffians baba, is of a gray colour, and lar¬ 
ger than a fwan ; he has a broad bill, un¬ 
der which hangs a bag that may contain a 
quart or more; he wades neajr the edge of 
the river, and on feeing a fhoal of fry, or 
fmall fifhes, fpreads his wings and drives 
them to a fhallow, where he gobbles as 
many of them as he can into his bag, and 
then going afhore, eats them, or carries 
them to his young. This bird I take to 
be the pelican. 

The next is altogether white, except its 
feet, which are black ; it is fomewhat lefs 
than a heron, and has a long broad bill. 

The 
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The Germans call this bird leffel-ganze, 
the Ruffians kolpeck. 

There is another about the fame fize* 
alfo white ; but its feet are long and red* 
and its bill crooked and round, and as red 
as coral : Its wings are adorned with fome 
bright fcarlet feathers. 

Befides thefe, I faw a kind of duck, 
fomething bigger than the common fort, 
called turpan j it is eafily tamed, and much 
admixed for its beauty, and a certain kind 
of noife peculiar to itfelf. I have eat of 
all thefe fowlsj but did not much relifh 
them, on account of the filhy tafte with 
which they are all infeCted. 

There are alfo patridges and buftards, 
which need no defcription. The Kal¬ 
mucks, who are keen fportfmen, particu¬ 
larly at hawking, in which they have ar¬ 
rived to a great perfection, kill the buftards 
with bows and arrows: When they fee 
them feeding, they ride in upon them at 
full fpeed j and as the buftard is a heavy 
bird, and mounts flowly, they have an op- 

portu- 
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portunity of ftiooting them with broad- 
headed arrows. 

On the banks of the Volga there is a 
fpecies of deer of a brighter red, and fome- 
what larger than the fallow-deer ; they 
have green horns, but not branched, about 
nine inches long, and covered with circles, 
rifing one above another to the point, 
which is very (harp. This deer is very 
fwift, and its flefh excellent ; it has a high 
fnout of griftle, which rifes very near to 
the eyes—ra circumftance which I havp 
not obferved in any other animal. 

I faw alfo a fmall lively creature, called 
an Aftrachan hare, about the fize of a 
fquirrel, and of a reddifli colour, remark¬ 
able for having the fore-feet very ftiort in 
proportion to the hind^feet; its tail is 
long, with a tuft of hair at the extremity ; 
it burrows in the earth, and being a very 
pretty creature, I have fometimes feen them 
in cages. • The Kalmucks eat them very 

While 
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While we were at Aftrachan, an ambaf- 
fedor, arrived there, from the Chan of 
Ciiiva, goingtoSt Peterfburgh. On his ar¬ 
rival he fent, according to the eaftern cuf- 
tom, fome fmall prefent to our ambaffador j 
they were brought by part of his retinue, 
and confifted of a hawking glove, a fmall 
knife, an embroidered purfe, and fome 
fruits. 

Chivais a large territory, lying about two 
or three days journey eaftward from the Caf- 
pian Sea; bounded by Perfia on the fouth, 
and Bucharia to the eaft. The capital, 
which bears the fame name, is large and 
populous, and governed by a Chan, eleded 
by the people. They are very troublefome 
and dangerous, both to travellers and their 
neighbours, being frequently employed 
either in robbing the former, or making 
depredations on the latter. And though 
Chiva is well fortified, its fituation, in fo 
fandy and barren a defert, is its beft defence. 

One day, as I was walking through the 
ftreets of Aftrachan, I obferved a very lin¬ 
gular 
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gular appearance : It was a pretty Tartar, 
lady, mounted aftride upon an ox ; Ihe. 
had a ring in her nofe, and a ftring drawn 
through the nofc of the ok, which ferved 
inftead of a bridle : She was drefled better 
than commqn, and attended by a footman. 
The Angularity of the equipage, but partU 
cularly her extraordinary beauty, drew my 
attention. The Mahometan mud not be 
confounded with the Kalmuck Tartars; 
the firft are a well-looked civilized people 
in comparifon of the other. 

Before I leave Aftrachan it may be pro¬ 
per to re&ify a miftaken opinion, which I 
have obferved frequently to occur in grave 
German authors, who, in treating of the 
remarkable things of this country, relate, 
that there grows in this defert, or ftepp, 
adjoining to Aftrachan, in fome plenty, a 
certain ffirub or plant, called in the Ruffian 
language Tartarfkey baraffika, i. e. Tartari¬ 
an lamb, with the fkin of which the caps 
of the Armenians, Perfians, Tartars, &c. 
are faced. They alfo write, that this Tar- 

Vol. I. G tarfkey 
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tarfkey baraflhka partakes of animal as well 
as vegetative life ; that it eats up and de¬ 
vours all the grafs and weeds within its 
reach. Though it may be thought that 
an opinion fo very abfurd could find no 
credit with people of the meaneft (hare of 
underftanding, yet I have converfed with 
(bme who have feemed much inclined to 
believe.it ;—fo very prevalent is the pro¬ 
digious and abfurd with fome part of man¬ 
kind. 

In fearch of this wonderful plant I walk¬ 
ed many a mile, accompanied by Tartars 
who inhabit thefe deferts : But all I could 
find out were fome dry bufhes, fcattered 
here and there, which grow on a fingle 
(talk, with a bu(hy top, of a browniih co¬ 
lour; the ftalk is about eighteen inches 
high, the top confiding of (harp prickly 
leaves. It is true, that no grafs or weeds 
grow within the circle of its (hade; a pro¬ 
perty natural to many other plants here 
and elfewhere. After further inquiry of 
the more fenfible and experienced among 

the 
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the Tartars, I found they laughed at it as a 
ridiculous fable. 

At Aftrachan they have great quantities 
of lamb-£kinsi gray and black ; fome wa¬ 
ved, others curled, all naturally, and very 
pretty, having a fine glofs, particularly the 
waved* which, at a finall diftance, appear 
like the richeft watered tabby : They are 
much efteemed, and are much ufed for the 
lining of coats, and the turning up of caps, 
in Perfia, lluflia, and other parts. The 
beft of thefe are brought from Bucharia, 
Chiva, and the countries adjacent, and are 
taken out of the ewe’s belly, after Ihe 
hath been killed, or the lamb is killed im¬ 
mediately after it is lambed ; for fuch a 
fkin is equal in value to the fheep. 

The Kalmucks, and other Tartars, who 
inhabit the defert, in the neighbourhood of 
Aftrachan, have alio lamb-fkins, which are 
applied to the fame purpofes; but the wool 
of thefe being rougher, and more hairy, 
they are far inferior to thofe of Bucharia or 
Chiva, both in glofs and beauty, as alfo in 

the 
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the dreffing, confequently in value. I have 
known one fingle lamb-fkin of Bucharia 
fold for five or fix {hillings Sterling, when 
one of thefe would not yield two {hil¬ 
lings. 

On the 5th of Auguft we quitted Aftra- 
chan in five veflels, three of them flat-bot¬ 
tomed, and of about an hundred and fifty 
tons burthen, with three mails and ten guns 
each; the other two common barks. We 
failed from Aftrachan about noon ; and 
at night came to an anchor at a filhery, 
called Uttzugg. Both the banks are now 
flat; to the weftward barren fands, and to 
the eaft marfhy and tall reeds, abounding 
with vermine ; fo that we neither eat nor 
flept in quiet, notwithftanding all the pre¬ 
cautions we could ufe. I muft confefs 
this place had an afpeft of horror, efpcci- 
ally when it is confidered, that, befides the 
wild and difmal appearance of the banks, we 
were carried down a mighty river, into a 
great gulf, in many places of dangerous 
navigation, and whofe ihores are inhabited 

by 
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by inhofpitable and barbarous nSiions ; for 
fuch I reckon all of them, except the Ruf¬ 
fians and Perfians. 

Next morning, at break of day, we got 
under fail, and about tea entered the Caf- 
pian Sea; into which the river difcharges 
itfelf by feven or eight large channels, and 
many leffer ones: Two only of thefe chan¬ 
nels are navigable by flups of any burthen. 
At night we caft anchor near four hillocks 
of dry fand, caft up by the fea, called 
Tzeterey Bugory, computed to be about 
thirty verft from the mouth of the Volga : 
All which diftance we had not above fix 
or feven feet water ; and even this depth 
is very narrow ; fo that the pafiage is ex¬ 
tremely dangerous in hard gales of wind. 

The 7th, early, we again fet fail with a 
gentle breeze from the fhore, which foon 
drove us into three fathom water, and out 
of fight of land ; the water however ftill 
continued frelh as the river. About noon 
the wind (hifted to the fouth, which obli¬ 
ged us to coma to an anchor, where we 

lay 
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lay for nctr three weeks in calms and con¬ 
trary winds. _ 

All this time we did not fee a Angle fhip, 
befides our own, except one Rufs veflel that 
came from Guilan in Perfia, with fome 
Armenian merchants, who made a prefent 
to the ambafTador of a bafket of oranges, 
melons, and other fruits, which was the 
more acceptable, as our own provifions of 
that kind were all fpent. As often as the 
weather would permit we got under fail, 
and endeavoured to reach the road of 
Terky, a fmall fortified town, belonging to 
the Ruffians, on the north-weft corner of 
the Cafpian Sea, where we might be fup- 
plied with provifions; but the continual 
calms prevented our fuccefs. 

On the evening of the 26th of Auguft 
the wind changed to the north-weft ; we 
hoifted all the fail we could, fleering our 
courfe fouth fouth-eaft, and before night 
paffi;d the ifland of Tullen, i. e. of Seals ; 
many of which animals haunt this place. 
Jc continued to blow hard the wholQ 

night j 
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night; and next morning we were in fight 
pf the mountains called Shaffkall, which 
were diftant about fifteen leagues. We pro¬ 
ceeded the whole day, edging always a little 
nearer to the fhore. 

The 28th, in the evening, it fell calm ; 
and, being about fix leagues off the land, 
we caft anchor. Next day, the wind blow¬ 
ing fair, in the afternoon we palled the 
town of Derbent. The ambafiador order¬ 
ed the caftle to be faluted with nine guns ; 
but it feems the people are not accuftomed 
to make any return. It is a place confider- 
ably large, and the frontier of Perfia in this 
quarter. It is fortified in the ancient man¬ 
ner, with a ftrong (lone-wall, which reach¬ 
es from the mountains to the Ihore ; fothat 
no army can pafs this way, except moun¬ 
taineers, or Tartars, who find roads every 
where. Derbent, being a place of great 
confequence, is provided plentifully with 
capnon and ammunition, and a ftrong gar- 
rifon, governed by a commandant appoint¬ 
ed by the chan, or governor of Shamachy, 

on 
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on which province it depends. It is re¬ 
ported that it was built by Alexander the. 
Great. About the place there ftill remain 
feveral monuments of antiquity ; particu¬ 
larly large ftones, with infcriptions in un¬ 
common characters. South from Derbent 
Hands a very high mountain, called Shach- 
dagh, the top of which is covered with 
fnow the whole year round, though the 
vallies are exceedingly hot. 

Auguft the 30th, we arrived at Nieza- 
batt, the place where we intended to land, 
on the territories of Perfia. It lies about 
two days journey eaft from Derbent. 
There being no harbour, nor creek, we 
hauled up our Ihips Upon the (hore, which 
we performed with little trouble, as they 
were all flat-bottomed. 

The fhip in which was our Secretary, 
Monfleur Venigerkind, and feveral other of¬ 
ficers, did not arrive till about three o’clock 
afternoon. The wind was now very high, 
and a great fea upon the beach, which o- 
bliged them to drop an anchor in the open 

road j 
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road ; but the wind blowing Hill harder, it 
became dangerous to ride there ; the (kip¬ 
per, therefore, flipt the cable, and ftood out 
to fea. The gentlemen, however, did not 
like their fituation on board ; and, being 
eager to get to land, ordered the mailer to 
run the (hip afliore^ and they would be ac¬ 
countable for the confequences ; which he, 
9. Hollander, in the. Czar’s fervice, unwil¬ 
lingly complied with, under an eafy fail, 
about two miles eallward of the place where 
we lay. All hands went to their afliftance, 
but without effedt ; for, though the lhip 
had.received no damage, yet the fea run fo 
high, that the boat could not be hoilled 
out, to carry them to land. 

In the mean time, the fecretary, impa¬ 
tient of remaining on board in fuch circum- 
ftances, prevailed with one of the failors to 
carry him alhore on his back : which being 
done, he took his way alone towards the 
other (hips ; but, his cloaths being drench¬ 
ed in the fait-water, and the road lying 
through deep fands, he was foon fatigued, 
Vol, I. H and 
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and therefore retired nearer to the woods, 
in hopes of finding a more fmooth and 
eafy path. He difeovered what he fought; 
but, inftead of leading him to the (hips, it 
carried him away from the lfiore, and the 
right courfe, into thick incumbered woods j 
and in thefe circumftapces night overtook 
him, utterly ignorant of the difmal and 
dangerous wild into which he had wander¬ 
ed. Thus deftitute of all afliftance, he 
climbed a tree to fave himfelf from the 
wild beafts with which thefe woods a- 
bound ; and in this fituation continued all 
the night, and till rioon next day ; for the 
people in his own £hip never doubted of 
his having fafely reached our tents ; while 
we, on the contrary, had not the lead fu- 
fpicion of his having come afliore. At laft, 
however, about noon, his fervant came, in¬ 
quiring for his mailer, who, he told us, left 
the Ihip the night before. This account 
filled us all with anxiety and apprehen- 
fion ; as we certainly concluded he would 
either be torn to pieces by the wild beads, 

or 
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or murdered by the favages who inhabit 
thefe coafts. Immediate order was given 
for all our people to repair to the woods 
in fearch of him. He was at laft found 
wandering from path to path, without 
knowing one direction from another. 
When he came to the tents he looked 
ghaftly and wild, and related many ftrange 
dories of what he had heard in the night. 
All poffible care was taken to alleviate his 
diftrefs. During his fleep, which was very 
difcompofed, he often darted, groaned, and 
fpoke j and, even after he awaked, he 
perfifted in affirming that there were num¬ 
bers of people round the tree, in the night, 
talking different languages. The imagina¬ 
tion, no doubt, will naturally have a ftrong 
effect on any man in fuch uncommon cir- 
cumftances j for, though the fecretary was 
a man of penetration and found judgment, 
in vain did we endeavour to undeoeive 
him* by reprefenting that it was nothing 
but the jackals which made the noife he 
had heard, j and that, to be convinced of 

the 
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the truth of this affirmation, he needed on¬ 
ly, at the approach of night, to ftep a little 
from the tents, where he would hear the 
fame founds repeated- All was to no pur- 
pofe, fince he infilled that the noife he 
heard was quite different from the yelpings 
of the jackals. He fcarce ever recovered 
his former fagacity and foundnefs of mind. 
I muft confefs the fituation of this gentle¬ 
man moved me not a little, as he was a 
man df parts and learning, with whom I 
•had contracted an intimate friendfhip. 

Since I have mentioned the jackals, it 
may not be improper to give a fhort ac¬ 
count of thefe animals. They are of a fize 
larger than a fox, of the fhape and colour 
of a wolf, with a fhort bufhy tail. They 
dig burrows in the earth, in which they 
lie all day, and come out in the night to 
range for prey. They aflemble in flocks 
among the woods, and frequently near 
towns and villages, when they make the 
hideous noife formerly mentioned, refem- 
bling, in fome.meafure, a human voice, or 

the 
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the noife of the Tartars and Coflacks when 
they attack their enemies. They have fine 
nofes ; and hence the vulgar opinion has 
arifen, that they hunt prey for the lion; 

They are in great plenty all over Perfia, 
and efteeraed harmlefs creatures. 

As foon as we landed, the ambaflador 
defpatched an interpreter to Schamachy, 
to notify his arrival to the governour of 
that place, and to defire him to fend camels 
and horfes to tranfport hrm thither. The 
interpreter was kindly received, and an or¬ 
der was immediately ififued out for anfwer- 
ing his demands. 

September the ift, the chan of Shama- 
chy fent an officer of diftin&ion to falute 
the ambafiador; and the next day a prefent 
of provifions, confiding of an ox, fome 
ffieep, with fruits and confe&ions. 

About fix or eight leagues to the ealt- 
ward of Niezabatt is a high rock, called 
Barmach, or the finger, upon the ffiore, 
which a great many of the Armenians vi- 
fit annually, to pay their devotions. They 

have \ 
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have a tradition, that the prophet Elijah 
lived fome years at this place. 

September ad, we were a little alarmed 
with intelligence, that a confiderable body 
of mountaineers had plundered fome vil¬ 
lages in our neighbourhood. We had not 
yet received any guard from the Perfians, 
and were therefore obliged to take every 
precaution pofiible for our defence. We 
armed all our own people, and aH the Tail¬ 
ors j and, befides thefe, we had twenty fol* 
diers from the garrifon of Aftrachan. Gan¬ 
non were brought from the lhips, and 
planted in proper places, to prevent a fur- 
prife. Thefe preparations feem to have in¬ 
timidated the undifciplined favages, for 
they never attacked us. 

Two days journey eaftward from Nieza- 
batt (land Abfheroon and Backu, two con- 
(iderable towns. At the former is a good 
harbour, reckoned the bed in the Gafpian 
Sea, except that of Aftrabatt, which lies in 
the fouth-eaft corner of it. All the reft are 

fo 
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fo dangerous, that they fcarce deferve the 
name of harbours. 

In the neighbourhood of Backu are ma¬ 
ny fountains of Naphtha; it is a fort of 
'petroleum, of a brown colour, and inflam¬ 
mable nature. The Perflans burn it in their 
lamps ; no^rain can extinguiih it; but the 
fmell is difagreeable. I have feen of it as 
clear as rock-water. 

The Cafpian Sea is of an oblong irre*' 
gular figure, about one hundred and fifty 
leagues in length, from north to fouth, 
and forty or fifty leagues broad. The wa¬ 
ter is eKcelfively fait, except where it is 
fweetened by the Volga, which is at leaft 
to the diftance of ten leagues from the in¬ 
flux of that river. 

The navigation of the Cafpian belongs 
folely to the Ruffians ; the Perfians, and o- 
ther borderers, having nothing but fiihing 
boats. It contains abundance of fifh ; but 
no fhell-fifh, except a kind of cockle, the 
(hells of which are very pretty. In fome 

places. 
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places, there is a great depth of water. The 
Perfians obferve that, of late, the fea has 
retired confiderably from the Ihore ; which 
they reckon ominous, prefaging fome cala¬ 
mity to the kingdom. It has no tides, but 
fuch as are caufed by the wind ; and, not-- 
withftanding the great quantity of water 
daily received, it continues nearly about the 
fame height. Dr Halley has demonftrated, 
that exhalation, in lo hot a climate, isfuffi- 
cieat to account for this phenomenon, 
without having recourfe to fubterraneoua 
paflages. 

The 4th, I was conducted by an Arme¬ 
nian merchant fome leagues from our 
tents, to vifit a Perfian. We were received . 
in a very complaifant and friendly man¬ 
ner ; the houfe was clean, and the floor 
fpread with carpets. Our entertainment 
confifled of coffee and boiled rice. 

On the nth, arrived two Jefuits from 
India, named Valery and Martinet, on their 
way to Rome. They petitioned the.am- 
baflador for a paflage in one of our Ihips * 

to 
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to Aftrachan, which was granted. About 
this time many of our retinue began to be 
feized with different difeafes, particularly 
fevers, fluxes, and agues, which, in a few 
days, made fuch progrefs, that, at the am- 
baflador’s table, wfyere feldom fewer than 
ten dined, he and myfelf only were pre- 
fent. Thefe diftempers exhibited a mod 
difagreeable profpedt, and made us wifh 
earneftly to leave a place that threatened 
our deftru&ion. For this purpofe, meflfen- 
gers-were daily fent to the chan of Shama- 
chy to defpatch the camels, horfes, and 
mules. Some of them, indeed, were al¬ 
ready come, but not near the number we 
needed ; for our numerous Tick could on-* 
ly be tranfported on litters carried by 
mules. 

The rath, a condu&or, called Mayman- 
der, arrived, with a guard of Perfian fol- 
diers, and fome more cattle, which were 
ftill too few. This officer is appointed by 
the Shach or King to guide ambafTadors to 
court, and furnifh them with provifions, 
Vol. I* I car- 
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damages, and lodgings, at the Shach’s ex¬ 
pence, from the time they enter the king¬ 
dom. 

Having accommodated ourfelves in the 
beft manner we could, we quitted Nieza- 
batt on the 18th, keeping along the ftiore; 
and, at night, came to a fmall village, about 
three agatz from Niezabatt. We found the 
houfes all empty, the people having fled to 
the woods or mountains on our approach. 

The 20th, we reached a village about 
four agatz (an agatz is reckoned to be four 
Englifh miles) from the former, where we 
lodged again in empty houfes; and the 2 ift 
proceeded four agatz further, to a brook of 
white and muddy water, where we pitched 
our tents. About noon, next day, we came 
to a fountain of pure water, under a great 
oak. Here we halted two hours, to re- 
frefh the lick ; and, after travelling four 
agatz further, arrived at an old caravanfe- 
ry; a long day*s journey for people in 
filch diftrefs. 

The 
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The caravanferies are generally large 
fquare buildings, with a court in the middle. 

All round there are rooms for lodging tra¬ 
vellers, and on one fide a liable for horfes. 

They are of different fizes and conduc¬ 
tions, according to the bounty or ability 
of the founder. Some are built by chari¬ 
table people, others by good kings. They 
are lituated as near frelh water as poflible, 
and about a day’s journey from one ano¬ 
ther. 

As there are no inns in the eaft, thefe < 

caravanferies in fome meafure fupply that 
defeat, though nothing is found in them 
but Ihelter. They are, however, very con¬ 
venient for travellers j and fome of them 
can contain five hundred men, with their 
horfes. There is commonly an old man, 
who cleans the rooms, and fetches necella- 
ries from the next town or village. 

The 23d, we halted to refrelh the lick; 
and here we buried two of our mechanics. 

The 24th, we travelled to a ruinous ca- 
ravanfery, about four agatz from the for¬ 
mer. 
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mer. This was the firft inftance that oc¬ 
curred of remiflnefs and inattention in the 
prefent government of Perfia ; for the King, 
' without attending to his own affairs, allows 
himfelf to be guided entirely by thofe whofe 
intereft it is to deceive him. Nothing, ia 
the judgment of a foreigner, can render a- 
ny people more contemptible than the no¬ 
torious negleft of fuch ufeful public edifi¬ 
ces. This day we received another fupply 
of provifions from the' chan. 

The 26th, we travelled to a plain within 
a league of Shamachy, where we lay all 
night, to be received into the town the day 
following, in form and ceremony, accor¬ 
ding to the cullom of Perlia. At this place 
died my friend, Captain Jacques de Vil- 
lette. He was a gentleman of a good fa* 
mily. in France, and a very worthy man. 
And, befides the Captain, two fervants died 
ter?. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Occurrences during our Stay at Sha* 
machy. Our Journey thence to 
'Tauris. 

T H E 27th,.inthe morning, came the 
Kalentar arid Dorruga, with; many 
of the inhabitants, to pay. their compli¬ 
ments to the ambaflador. Thele officers are - 
next in rank under the chan, and have the 
foie direction of affairs in his abfence. They 
brought fome fine horfes, richly caparifon- 
ed, for the chief of the retinue. As we ap¬ 
proached the place, we were met by other 
officers, particularly the Divan, Begg, and 
Ifh-agaffy, and raagiftrates, all mounted on 
(lately horfes, with rich furniture, which 

made 
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made a very fplendid appearance. Before 
the ambaflador'a horfe two young fellows 
tumbled all the way, with great agility. A- 
bout two o'clock we entered the city. 

As we palfed along the ftreets, all the 
tops of the houfes were filled with fpeda- 
tprs. At laft, the ambaflador arrived at the 
houfe of one of the principal officers, which 
was allotted entirely to him and his atten¬ 
dants. The houfes in Perfia are moftly 
fiat-roofed. As there is but little rain in 
this country, a very fmall declivity is fuffi* 
dent to carry off the water. I compute the 
diftance between Niezabatt and Shamachy 
to be about twenty-five agatz, or an hun¬ 
dred miles. 

O&ober ill, I had a vilit from a gentle¬ 
man well drefled in the Perfian habit, and 
was not a little furprifed to hear him talk 
gbod High Dutch. After fome converla-- 
tion, he told me he was born at Dantzick ; 
that in his youth he came to Perfia with a 
Polilh ambaflador, who died at Ifpahan. 
That, fome differences arifing between him 

and 
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and his countrymen, to end the difpute he 
turned Mahometan, and fettled in Perfia, 
where he now enjoyed a fmall falary as a 
Jinguift. He had often repented of this 
rafli ftep ; but, having a wife and children 
at Shamachy, he could not abandon them.. 

The day following, the chan, with a 
numerous retinue, paid a ceremonial vifit 
to the ambaflador. ' The chan is a middle 
aged man, of a graceful afpe&, by birth a 
Georgian, of Chriftian parents, but brought 
up at court from his infancy: And it mud 
be confefled that his treatment of the am- 
bafiador was extremely obliging. 

. The 14th, the chan fent an invitation 
to the ambaflador to go a hunting, with 
horfes for that purpofe. We marched a- 
bout two or three miles to the eaftward, till 
We came to a plain overgrown with fhort 
reeds. We fprung a number of pheafants, 
ten or fifteen whereof were killed by the 
chan's hawks; and feveral hares were run 
down by the greyhounds, which were all. 
fent to the ambafiador’s lodgings* 

About 
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About this time, there happened a mif- 
underftanding between the ambaflador and 
fecretary, by the imprudence of the latter. 
It is cuftomary for the Shach to make pre- 
feats in money, or other things, to all atri- 
baffadOrs, according to the dignity of their 
refpe&ive mailers ; and, though no money 
had yet been granted, the unlucky fecretary,. 
poor gentleman ! not quite recovered, by 
an unfeafonable and ill advifed claim, pre¬ 
tended a right to part of the future dona¬ 
tive. The ambaifador, on the contrary, 
alledged', that the fecretary was entitled to 
nothing from him, except the privilege of 
his table, and proviiions for his fcrvants. 
Both my fituation in the retinue, and an 
indifpofition, prevented my intermeddling 
in this difpute. I only advifed the fecreta¬ 
ry to poftpone his claim till fome more fa¬ 
vourable opportunity. My advice, howe¬ 
ver, had no effe£t, for the difference ilill 
increafed, till the fecretary fell lick, and 
was confined to his lodgings, where he died 
fuddenly, on the 5th of November. 

This 
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This event was the more melancholy to 
me, in particular, as it was unexpected. 
By the death of this gentleman, I was de¬ 
prived of another worthy friend. He was 
a Saxon by birth ; was candid, honeft, and 
fincere j and much efteemed by all his ac¬ 
quaintance, for his learning and capacity. 

A few days after,there arrived at Schama- 
chy a Perfian ambaflador, who had been in 
France, and had returned homeward thro* 
Ruffia. His behaviour in France, and in 
other places, had been' little for the honour 
of his matter. The miniftry at Ifpahan 
had perfect intelligence of his whole con¬ 
duct, which he came to underhand ; and, 
being afraid to undergo a trial at court, 
went direCtly to the city of Erivan, the 
place of his refidence when in his own 
country, where, as it was reported, he poi- 
foned himfelf. He had treated a French 
engineer, whom he engaged in the fervice 
of his matter, fo cruelly, that he died two 
days after coming to Shamachy. 

Vol. I. K The 
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The 25th, I dined with father Peter Ri- 
card* in company with Monfieur Bourgard, 
a French merchant. This father hath lived 
as a miflionary in different places of Perfia 
for many years: He had ftudied phyfic, 
which he pradtifed occafionally, and there¬ 
by introduced himfelf to an acquaintance 
with many families of diftindtion: He is a 
man of a grave and fober deportment, 
which procures him great refpedt; He has 
a fmall congregation at this place, confiding 
only of Chriftian Armenians, who have 
been converted from the communion of the 
Eaftern to the Weftern Church; for it is a 
capital crime to convert a Mahometan. 
Bourgard was employed by the Englifh fac¬ 
tory at Ifpahan, to buy raw filks here to 
be fent to Aleppo. 

The ambaflador fent a prefent to the 
chan, of fables, and other rich furs, of con- 
fiderable value ; and had, in return, a fine 
horfe, with a faddle, bridle, and other trap¬ 
pings, mounted with gold. 

Some 
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Some time after, there arofe a difpute 
between the ambafiador and the chan, a- 
bout the Shach’s gratuity; the firft thought 
the fum offered was too fmall, while the 
latter affirmed he had no authority for a 
greater allowance. The determination of 
this affair detained us longer than we in¬ 
tended to ftay; however, in the mean time, 
camels and horfes were ordered to be got 
ready. After many meflages on both fides, 
the chan, unwilling to let the Ambafiador 
depart unfatisfied, fent Monfieur Bourgard 
with an offer of ten tomans (a toman is e- 
qual to three pounds Sterling,) a-day, du¬ 
ring his journey to Ifpahan, and that fum 
for three days only of the time he conti¬ 
nued at Shamachy: This propofal was at 
laft accepted, and the money paid. I fhall, 
before we leave this place, add a few re¬ 
marks on the city and its environs. 

Shamachy is fituated in about 40 degrees 
north latitude: It was anciently part of 
Media; but now the capital of an extenfive 
province, called Shirvan. The city ftands 

on 
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bn the declivity of a hill, inclining to the 
fouth, and rifes toward the top in form of 
an amphitheatre: The place is large, but 
the houfes are meanly built, excepting thofe 
of the governour, the chief magiftrates, and 
a few rich merchants; the ftreets are nar¬ 
row and irregular: The greater part of the 
inhabitants are Perfians; there is alfo a 
confiderable number of Georgians and Ar¬ 
menians: The vulgar language is Turkilh, 
but the people of diftin&ion fpeak Perfian. 
The air is more healthy than at places nearer 
to the Cafpian Sea. 

Above the town, on the fummit of the hill. 
Hands an high edifice, having many win¬ 
dows and a gallery, in which, every day at 
the rifing and fetting of the fun, is held a 
kind of concert of mufic, compofed of long 
trumpets, large drums, and hautboys, which 
make a dreadful found. It is reported, 
that this cuftom is as ancient as the time of 
Alexander the Great. 

There are alfo in the city feveral mofques, 
with high pillars adjoining, which the 

moulla 
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moulla or prieft afcends every day at twelve 
o’clock, to call the people to prayers ; for 
the Mahometans ufe no bells. They have, 
befides, feveral public baths, fome for men, 
others for the women, to which both fexes 

# I 

refort daily for ablution, conformably to 
the law of their religion. The women go 
generally In companies of five or fix, fo 
concealed with a white veil, that nothing 
of them is vifible but the eyes and nofe. 
There are feveral fpacious caravanferies, 
very convenient for ftrangers or merchants, 
who there expofe their commodities, for 
which they pay a fmall impoft. 

There is a confiderable traffick at this 
place, particularly in raw filk, which is pro¬ 
duced in the neighbourhood ; the greateft 
part whereof is purchafed ,by the Englifh 
and Dutch factories at Ifpahan, and fent to 
Aleppo; alfo cotton, which indeed is moftly 
fold to the natives, and confumed in fluffs 
for their own ufe. The country about 
Shamachy, befides many kinds of fruits, 
produces plenty of wheat, barley, and very 

fine 
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fine grapes, from which the Chriftians make 
very good wine j they keep it in great jars 
refembling the Florence oil ones, which 
they depofit under ground in their gardens, 
covering them above with a thin done, 
neatly pafted about the edges, for the bet¬ 
ter prefervation of the liquor. When they 
* give an entertainment, they fpread carpets 
round the jar, which is generally placed in 
a fhade, and on thefe the guefts are feated. 

About two miles to the northward of the 
city, dands a high mountain, named Gui- 
liftan-dagh, where are feen the ruins of an 
ancient caftle, built of done j it appeared 
not to be of Eadern architecture. I could 
procure no information who was the foun¬ 
der, or by whom it was demolilhed. Ad¬ 
joining to this mountain' is another, on 
which are the tombs of two faints, or he¬ 
roes ;• whither great numbers of devout 
people tome annually to worlhip. I ob- 
ferved near thefe tombs, feveral hallowed 
rocks covered with fmall fhells brought- hi¬ 
ther by the worlhippers; I obferved like- 

wife, 
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wife, on the common rocks, many fhells 
imprinted and petrified, which feemed very 
extraordinary. 

December 4th, all things being prepared 
for our departure, we were furniflied by 
the condudor, or maymander, with one 
hundred and fixty camels, and near two 
hundred horfes and mules, on which we 
left Shamachy, travelling along the rifing 
grounds. We halted two days at an Ar¬ 
menian village, called Kalck-anii. 

On the 7th, we defcended into a defert 
plain, called by the Rufiians Mugan, and 
by the Perfians Kurdiftan. At mid-night 
we came to fome wells of brackilh water, 
where we lodged in fuch tents as are ufed 
by the inhabitants, which were prepared by 
the condudor. 

We proceeded the 10th five agatz, to a 
little copfe-wood, where was found tolera¬ 
ble water, and the nth, arrived at the ri¬ 
ver Kure, or Cyre, which we palled on a 
bridge of boats, and pitched our tents on 

the 
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the other fide. The water of the river ’ is 
fweet and whotefome. 

About half a league above the bridge, 
the river Ara&is, now Arras, falls into the 
Kure, which together form a confiderable 
ftream, that difcharges itfelf into the Caf- 

t 

pian Sea, about a day’s journey below the 
bridge, running northward all the way; 
but the mouth of the river is fo choaked up 
with fand, that it is navigable by no veflel 
of any burden. 

The river Kure divides the province of 
Shirvan from Kurdiftan. The Kurdy, pro¬ 
bably fo called from the name of the river, 
are a very ancient people, and feem to be 
the fame whom Xenophon, in the Anabafis, 
calls Karduchi, who fo ftrenuoufly oppo- 
fed his paffage in his famous retreat from 
Artaxerxes. They are ftill reckoned a 
brave people. Their horfes are mod e- 
fteetned of any in Perfia, both for beauty 
and ftrength. 

We left the Kure on the 13th, and pro¬ 
ceeded feven agatz to Chuda-tzoolatzy, 

where 
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where the water was very brackilh and 
muddy. The country around appeared 
plain as the Tea. 

Setting out early next morning, we tra¬ 
velled ten agatz, and in the evening reach¬ 
ed a brook of tolerable water, called Bolgar. 
This was the laft day’s journey in the plain 
x of Mugan. The inhabitants, the Kurdy, 
live in tents all the year. The foil is very 
dry and barren, notwithftanding the cattle 
are in good condition, and the mutton par¬ 
ticularly very good. 

While we halted about noon, fome Per- 
fian fportfmen, who, by their dref6, feemed 
perfons of diftin&ion, pitched their tents 
near ours: They fent the ambafiador a pre- 
fent of wild-fowl, and an antelope. The 
ambafiador invited them to fhare a travel¬ 
ler’s dinner. Three of the gentlemen ac¬ 
cepted the invitation, but excufed themfelves 
from eating any thing, pretending they had 
already dined ; but it is well known that 
the Mahometans fcruple to eat with Chrif- 
tians; each of them, however, drank a diih 

Vol. I. L of 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



/ 


8* a Journey 1716. 

of coffee, and an old man a dram of brandy'. 
They had feveral greyhounds, and a couple 
of large hawks, which were trained to fly 
at antelopes; the hawks cannot hold indeed 
fo ftrong a creature as an antelope, but they 
fly about its head, and thereby retard its 
velocity, till the greyhounds, or horfemen, 
overtake it; for the antelope far out-runs 
any greyhound I ever faw. In this defert, 
I have feen flocks of them confiding of two 
or three hundred. % 

In manning hawks to fly at antelopes, 
they fluff the fkins of thefe animals with 
ftraw, and feed the hawk between their 
horns, placing food there for that purpofe; 

» hence they are accuftomed to hover round 
the head, which proves the deftru&ion of 
thefe creatures. I was informed, that it 
is in this manner the Tartars manage hawks 
to fly at foxes and wolves. Thefe particu¬ 
lars may poflibly appear immaterial.j how¬ 
ever, as they may contribute to amufe the 
reader, it was thought not improper to in- 
fert thep. 

After 
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After retting the 16th, we travelled next 
day four agatz, to the foot of a very high 
mountain, where we found a few poor cot¬ 
tages, deferted by their inhabitants on our 
approach. The water was in plenty and 
good. The weather was very cold, and no 
fire-wood could be got, except a little we 
brought along with us. One of our people 
draggling too near the rocks, was danger- 
oufly wounded with a ftone, thrown by 
fome of thefe cottagers who had retired 
thither. On thefe rocks I faw a creature 
like a goat, called by the Germans Stein- 
buck ; it is much bigger than the common 
kind of thefe animals, and its horns are of 
a prodigious fize. 

The 18th, we advanced five agatz far¬ 
ther; and the 19th, feven agatz, to a large 
village, called Katchoochana, where the 
Chan of Mugan has a good houfe. The 
weather being cold and fjfofty, we continued 
here all the 20th. > 

The 21 ft, we travelled five agatz, to a 
village under a great mountain, where was 
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a water mill for grinding corn, the firft 
’ machine of that fort I faw in Perfia. 

The 2 2d, we came to a fmall town called 
Aggar. The kalentar ordered the citizens 
to arm and oppofe our entry; and, not- 
* withftanding the remonftrances of our con¬ 
ductor, he perfifted unalterable in his pur- 
pofe, affirming he had no order to admit 
fuch a body of armed men. He-did not 
however refufe us provifions, wood and 
water, for money. We were therefore o- 
bliged to content ourfelves with thefe, and 
lodge in our tents on an open field, in cold 
weather. 

Next day we proceeded two or three a- 
gatz, to a large populous village, where the 
people, in imitation of thofe at Aggar, af- 
fembled in arms, and barricadoed all their 
entries, refufing us admittance ; they beat 
our quarter-mafter, a Perfian officer belong¬ 
ing to the conductor, for offering to force 
his way into the place. We therefore lodged 
again in the open air. They fent out fome 
fire-wood, and whatever clfe they could 

fpare, 
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{pare* I mud confefs I could fcarce blame 
thefe people for their behaviour ; becaufe, 
had we been admitted, the inhabitants muft 
all have left their own houfes j and where 
could a parcel of poor women and children 
have found fhelter in fuch extremity of 
cold. 

The 24th, we continued our journey be¬ 
tween two great mountains, where the 
north wind was very piercing. We paifed 
an old ruinous caravanfery, and arrived in 
the evening at an empty village, which the 
natives had forfook the day before. All 
next day we halted, being Chriftmafs. 

The 26th we marched about four agatz, 
to another village. The inhabitants were 
fo hofpitable as to afford us lodging, but 
charged dear for every thing we needed, 
efpecialiy wood, which was bought at the 
rate of three-pence for feven pounds. 

On the 27th we travelled over exceeding 
high mountains, from whence, I was told 
by an Armenian merchant in our company, 
might be feen, in a clear day, the top of 

the 
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the famous mount Ararat, called by the Per- 
fians Aggry, by the Armenians Meflin; 
the fummit is conftantly covered with fnow, 
and often with a cloud: It is the higheft 
of all that chain.of mountains in Armenia, 
on which we then flood. 

How far my information might be true, 
I cannot determine ; but certain it is, that 
when the Armenians fee this mountain, 
they make a fign of the crofs, and fay their 
prayers* as is their cuflom, when they ap¬ 
proach any place which they efleem facred. 

In the evening we arrived at the city of 
Tauris, Terris, or Tebris, as it is pronounced 
by fome. The ambaflador was met, about 
half a mile from the place, by the kalentar, 
and chief officers, who, after the common 
falutations, conducted him to his lodgings. 
Our baggage was depofited in a large cara- 
vanfery in the neighbourhood. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

Occurrences during our Jiay at *Tau- 
ris : Our journey thence to 
han . 

T AURIS is a large and populous city, 
the capital of the province of that' 
name, and the refidence of the chan. It 
is fituated in a fruitful plain, encompafled 
by the high rocks of mount Tauris, about 
ten days journey from Shamachy, and 
twenty-five from Ifpahan; I mean to a 
caraVan. It is fuppofed to be the ancient 
metropolis of Media. It is ftill of confi- 
derable extent ; but not near what it has 
been. There are yet to be feen many cu¬ 
rious remains of ancient grandeur; parti¬ 
cularly an old temple, converted into a. 

mofquej 
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mofque, now negle&ed and ruinous. The 
roof is fupported by many (lately pillars of 
porphyry, almoft entire, fome whereof are 
of a greenilh colour, with other'colours and 
veins of gold interfperfed. The propor¬ 
tions feemed to be regular, and the work- 
manfhip very fine and curious. In fhort, 
I am unable to defcribe the fymmetry and 
beauty of thefe pillars, and wonder how 
they have efcaped the fury of fo many 
barbarians. It is no lefs furprifing where 
were got fuch maffy pieces of marble, fee¬ 
ing nothing like them is now to be found 
in this country. Thefe particulars demon- 
ftrate the ancient grandeur and riches of 
this place. It is, however, a deplorable 
truth, that this country in general hath 
undergone fo many revolutions fince the 
time of Alexander the Great, her firft con¬ 
queror, that, a few places excepted, the 
prefent names, and deicriptions of cities 
and provinces, bear almoft no refemblance 
to thofe of antiquity, fo that one can fcacce 
imagine them accounts of the fame places : 

To 
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To fuch a degree hath time and barbarous 
invaders changed the appearances of things. 
Fire and fword have raged to dedroy mag¬ 
nificent cities ; ftately temples and palaces 
are demoliftied ; whole provinces depopu¬ 
lated ; and fruitful fields converted into a 
defert, by diverting the fprings, oi* turning 
the rivers that watered them into other 

l 

channels. Such are the confequences of 
lawlefs ambition on the fined produdions 
of nature and art. The lad is a circum- 
ftance to which few countries are fo much 
expofed as Perfia ; for in the inland part 
of it there is almoft no rain, which ohliges 
the inhabitants to water all their vegetables 
from fprings and brooks. They often 
convey even rivers feveral leagues, in chan¬ 
nels under ground, for this pUrpofe. The 
dew indeed is very plentiful, but would be 
infufficient of itfelf for the purpofes of ve¬ 
getation. 

The dreets of Tauris are narrow and ir¬ 
regular. The houfes are built^with bricks 
made of mud, mixed with chopped draw, 

Vol. I. M and 
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and dried in the fun ; the governour’s ^pa¬ 
lace indeed, and a few more houfes, are 
buiit of done, and make a good appear¬ 
ance. The roofs are generally flat, and 
covered with a terrace. The walls are 
white-waflied on the inflde, and look very 
white and clean. The floors of every 
houfe are fpread with carpets, or mats, ac¬ 
cording to the circumftances of the inha¬ 
bitants. The people of diftin&ion have 
great halls of audience in their outer 
courts, arched with fquare bricks, which 
are plaiftered and painted with flowers: 
This is done at a fmall expence, and makes 
a very fine {how. 

There are feveral well built mofques, 
with {lately minorets, or pillars, which the 
moulla afcends to call* the people to pray¬ 
ers j alfo an high building for the mufic, 
that plays evening and morning, as men¬ 
tioned at Shamachy, There are alfo fome 
large caravanferies ; fo that no ftranger 
can be at a lofs for lodging at a fmall ex¬ 
pence. The city is quite open, having no 
x caftle, 
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caftle, or fortification to defend it. Indeed 
one would imagine the defert mountains, 
fcarcity of water, and other obftru&ions, 
would be a fufficient defence againfl all in- 
vafions : The fury of the Turks, however, 
in their wars with Pfrfia, furmounted all 
thefe obftacles. 

Tauris is fupplied with water from a 
brook, called Shankuy, which runs through 
the city, and fome fprings in the neighbour¬ 
hood. The inhabitants are moftly Perfi- 
, ans, though there are among them many 
Armenians. They have a confiderable 
commerce in raw-filk, and manufactories 
of carpets, and filk and cotton fluffs. They 
have great crops of wheat and barley, when 
at the trouble and expence of watering the 
fields : But their principal fupport is rice, 
brought from the province of Guilan, 
where it grows very plentifully ; for this 
kind of grain, which of all other thrives 
beft on wet land, agrees wonderfully with 
that rich moift foil near the Cafpian Sea. 

The 
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The Capuchin miffionaries have a con¬ 
vent at this place for the ufe of the Arme¬ 
nians of the ^Roman Catholic profe^Sop j 
which is fuperintended by two fathers of 
that order. 

About a league from the city, op the 
road to Ifpahan, are feen the ruins of a 
bridge, on the top of a hill, where, I be¬ 
lieve, no water has run fince the deluge. 
It is laid that it was built by a whimfical 
prieft, in order to introduce himfelf to thq 
King, Shach Abbafs, who could not avoit} 
taking notice, when he paffed that way, of 
fuch an extraordinary appearance. 

About four or five leagues from Tauris, 
in a plain called Roomy ; there are feveral 
fprings of water that petrify wood, and, I 
have been informed, even reptiles, fuch as, 
lizards. One thing is certain, that, after a 
ftagnation of this water, for a certain time, 
there is a fubftance like marble found at 
the bottom, which the Perfians cut into any 
breadth or length at pleafure. I have feen 
pf it two or three inches thick. It is eafily 
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policed, and is diaphanous, but not trans¬ 
parent. After fa wing it into dabs* they 
fix them for windows in their bagnios and 
private apartments. Perhaps, it is not im¬ 
probable, the large pillars, formerly men¬ 
tioned* might be hewn out of this kind of 
marble. 

During our ftay at Tauris, little material 
happened. The weather continued very 
cold, which, together with want of horfes 
and camels, detained us longer than we 
expedted. I could not but pity the poor 
people of this place ; the cold was fo ex- 
cefiive, and bread, and other neceflaries lb 
dear, that, I was informed, many of them 
perifhed in the ftreets. 

January ad, 1717, Monfieur Ricard, a 
French Jefuit, arrived, in his way to Ifpa- 
han, with fome letters from Rome to the 
Sophy. He fent Monfieur Duffus, one of 
his retinue, with his compliments to our 
ambaflador. 

The Chan being abfent, the Vizir, who 
js his lieutenant, came the 6th, in great 

Rate, 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 


r 



ftate, to vifit the ambaflador ; who, on the 
nth, returned the compliment^ attended 
with all his retinue. He wa6 received in a 
magnificent hall, fpread with fine carpets. 
There was a feat placed for the ambaflador; 
but the reft of the company fat crofs-legged 
on the carpets, in the Perlian manner. 

The 20th there was a great fall of fnow, 
which very much foftened the cold piercing 
northerly winds. 

The 23d, having, with great difficulty, 
procured horfes and camels, we left Tauris, 
and travelled two agatz through deep 
fnow, which incommoded us not a little ; 
particularly on account of the camels, who 
cannot bear deep roads. 

The 24th and 25th, the roads were im- 
paflable. I faw here a male camel trample 
one of his keepers under his feet: For, at 
this fcafon, when the females are rutting, 
the males are very furious and ungovern¬ 
able, and muft be managed with great cau¬ 
tion. 

The 
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The 26th, we travelled two agatz, to a 
fpacious well-built caravanfery, founded 
by Shach Sephy, fufficient to contain fome 
hundreds of men. and horfes. Here we 
halted fome time, and proceeded in the af¬ 
ternoon five agatz farther. In this day's 
journey you have the choice of t^vo roads, 
both leading to Ifpahan ; one through the 
cities of Ardeville and Cafbin, and the o- 
ther by Zengan and Sultany ; the laft 
whereof we choofed, being fomewhat 
fhorter. 

Ardeville is reported to be a very fine 
place; and is famous for the monuments 
of Shach Sephy the firft, and other Perfian 
princes and heroes, efteemed for their vir¬ 
tue and piety. A great many devout people 
come from all parts of the country to wor- 
fliip at thefe tombs, where a confiderable 
charity is daily diftributed to the poor pil¬ 
grims j to firpport which, there is a fund 
fettled by the King, with proper officers 
appointed to fuperintend the management 
of it, and prevent frauds. I wanted much 

to 


J 


Digitized by Google 



$$ AJOURNitf i 7 i^ 

to vifit this place, but found it impracti¬ 
cable. 

The 27th, we advanced three agatz, 
through deep fnoW, to a caravanfery buHt' 
of bricks. We were at no lofs for water 
While the fnow lay upon the ground. The 
next day we reached a large village, called 
Kara-China, inhabited by Perfiahs and Ar¬ 
menians. About a mile from the place we 
were met by an Armenian prieft, attended 
by a company of country people, who came 
to welcome us as fellow Chriftians. One 
of them carried a painted crucifix, raifed 
on a long pole ; others played on flutes and 
hautboys, and other mufical inftruments, 
to which one or two perfons kept time, by 
beating two thin brafs plates againft each 
other ; and many of them fung hymns 
and pfalms. In this manner they accom¬ 
panied us to our lodgings, where we were 
better accommodated than we had been 
hitherto. We received from thefe people, 
in particular, very good wine and grapes, 
which they preferve, through the winter 
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by banging them in dry and open pla-r 
ces. 

I 

About this time many of,our people had 
fore eyes, and fwelled faces, caufed by the 
ftrong reflexion of the fun-beams from the 
fnow. The Perflans themfelves are liable 
to the fame diforders. As a remedy, they 
wear a fillet of net-work, made of black 
horfe hair, over their eyes, which I found, 
by experience, altogether effectual. 

The 31ft, we fet out early, and travelled 
four agatz to Turkoma, a large village. 
The fnow continued very deep. Here we 
were obliged to wait for our camels, fome 
of which did not arrive till next day. 

February 2d, we travelled eight agatz 
to a little town called Mianna, where is a 
caravanfery for horfes only. Here we bu¬ 
ried another of our people. 

The 4th, after two hours march, we 
pafled a river, over which is a fine ftone- 
bridge, (landing under an high mountain, 
called Kaplanton. Leaving that place, we 
faw, on the left hand, the ruins of an old 

Vol. I. N fortifi- 
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fortification. We repafled the river on 
another ftone-bridge ; thence to a caravan- 
fery, called Tzamatura, and at night reach¬ 
ed another, called Sartzam, being eight 
agatz from Mianna. Here we halted till 
our camels arrived ; the greateft part 
whereof came not before next day. We 
perceived the depth of the fnow to lefien 
.daily, as.we advanced to the fouth. 

The 7th, we travelled five agatz to a 
fmall town named Zengan, where we lod¬ 
ged in a good caravanfery. The Sultan, or 
chief magiftrate, waited on us, and gave us 
a friendly and hofpitable reception. He 
has under his jurifdidtion both this place 
and Sultany ; at each he refides half the 
year by turns. . 

Here we met a Ruffian merchant, who 
had about fifteen or twenty camels loaden 
with various kinds of merchandife, going 
to Bucharia. 

We halted two days; on account of the 
deep fnow in this neighbourhood; and the 
loth, after travelling fix agatz, came to 

Sultany. 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



77 «7* 


TO ISPAHAN. 


99 


Sultany. This place is at prefent fmall 
and inconfiderable, though it appears to 
have been a great and famous city in for¬ 
mer times. There are ftill to be feen fe- 
veral ftately mofques and minorets; one 
of thefe mofques is the tomb of a Perfian 
prince, called Chudabendie, which has a 
brafs gate of lattice work, feemingly of 
great antiquity. In the fame mofque is 
the tomb of Sultan Bajazat, fon to Chuda¬ 
bendie. 

On the 12th, we travelled four agatz to 
a village, where we ftaid all night j and 
the 13th, three agatz to another, through 
deep fnow, which prevented our proceed¬ 
ing next day. 

The 15th, we travelled five agatz, and 
the 16th four, to a large village called 
Guiga Zayn. At this place a Ruffian 
youth applied to the ambaflador for free- 
dom and prote&ion. He had been carried 
away by the Tartars, from fome of the 
fouthern provinces of Ruffia, and was fold 
fome years before in Perfia. He was for¬ 
ced 
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ccd to turn Mahometan ; had almoft for- 
got his mother tongue ; and was obliged 
to explain himfelf by an interpreter. Tbe 
ambaflador afforded him the protection he 
fought. His mafter claimed either his flave 
or the money he had paid for him j neither 
of which demands could be granted. 

The 18th, we arrived at Sexabbatt, a vil¬ 
lage four agatz from the former, where 
we quartered that night, and reftcd all the 
next day. 

The 20th, we advanced three agatz to 
Arazant, a fmall village. This diftriCt be¬ 
ing much peftered with ftrong gangs of 
highway-men, we marched with great cir- 
eumlpeCtion j and in the night the baggage 
was guarded, both by our owp people and 
the conductor’s foldiers. 

The 21 ft, after a journey of three hours, 
we came to an old caravanfery, called Id- 
joop, where we relied ; then advanced four 
agatz to another, called Kockera, fituated in 
an extenfive plain. The fnow was now 
altogether gone, and the water at this place 
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very bad. In an upper room of this cara- 
vanfery, I faw the names of many Euro¬ 
peans cut on the wall, in different lan¬ 
guages : among which was that of Olea- 
rius, fecretary to the Holftein ambafladors, 
who publifhed a very exadt account of that 
fruitlefs embafly. 

The 22d of February we fet out very 
early, and in three hours reached Denggie, 
a caravanfery, where we halted for refrefli- 
ment j and at night arrived at Saba, or Sa¬ 
va, feven agatz from Kockera. 

Saba appears, from many ruins, to have 
been a place of great note. It ftands in a 
fruitful and extenfive plain, which produ¬ 
ces all forts of fruit natural to the climate, 
particularly pomegranates, the largeft I have 
feen. The trees were now in full bloom, 
and had a very fine appearance. Some 
years ago, this place was almoft ruined by 
a deluge. It has been repairing ever fince, 

but is ftill far from its former condition. 

% 

Tfie 24th, our road lay through a defert 
and barren plain, abounding with faltpetre. 

We 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



We travelled fix agatz to Jeffrabatt, a new 
caravanfery j and the 25th, five agatz, to 
the town of Koom. 

About two leagues from Koom we faw 
a round hill to the left, called in Turkilh 
Gedeen-Gedmaze, which fignifies, that, 
whoever goes up never returns; which, 
the Perfians fay, was the fate of a page fent 
up by Shach Abbafs, with a lighted torch 
in his hand. However this be, it is cer¬ 
tainly no eafy matter to afcend this place j 
becaufe the whole hill confifts of fand, 
which is fhiftcd from place to place by the 
wind, and muft foon tire whoever attempts 
to climb it. 

Koom is reckoned among the chief towns • 
in Perfia, and is the refidence of a chan. It 
is fituated in a fertile plain, well watered 
by a pretty large river, over which is a 
fine ftone-bridge. In the town is a fpa- 
cious caravanfery, and feveral well built 
mofques and minorets. One of thefe 
mofques is highly efteemed by the Perfians, 
becaufe of the fepulchre of Shach Sephy 

and 
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and his fdn Shach Abbafs the Second, and 
that -of Sidy Fathima, grand-daughter to 
their prophet Mahomet. Thefe tombs are 
much frequented by pilgrims, from all parts 
of Perfia, who refort hither once a year, to 
pay their devotions; and are fupported by 
a fund appropriated to that purpofe. 

Before you reach the mofque, you pafs 
through three neat courts ; and, in the 
middle of the fourth, where the mofque 
ftands, there is a large bafon of clear water. 
Above the gate are engraven, in gilt letters, 
the names of the deceafed princes, with 
fome verfes in their praife. The monu¬ 
ment of Sidy Fathima Hands in the front 
of the building, encompafled with a grate 
work of pure filver, very valuable. To 
each of the princes are confecrated magni¬ 
ficent apartments, where the priefts read 
the Koran night and day. 

This is alfo a place of refuge for debt¬ 
ors, and unfortunate people, who are main¬ 
tained at the public expence. Adjoining 
to the mofque is a large hall, where alms 

' are 
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are dally diftributed to the poor. Few Chris¬ 
tians are admitted into this facred place. 
The ambaflador, however, with a lew of 
the retinue, obtained this favour. Koom is 
famoua for manufacturing the beft blades, 
in all Perfia, for fabres and poinards. 

The 27th, we travelled from Koom, five 
agatz to Kaffim-abbat, a confiderable vil¬ 
lage, where we lodged. The weather now 
began to be fo hot, that we could travel 
only in the morning and evening. 

On the 28th, after travelling fix agatz, 
we came to Sinnbzyn, another village. 
Here our huntfman caught a porcupine, 
and brought it home alive. 

March ift, we arrived at a place called 
Kaflian, fix agatz from the former. At 
fome diftance, we were met by the doroga, 
or judge, attended by about fifty horfemen. 
He came to falute the ambaflador, and con¬ 
duced him to his lodgings. The houfe be¬ 
longed to the Shach, and was pleafantly 
fituated in the middle of a fine garden, 
planted with various kinds of fruit trees. 

Kalhan 
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Kafhari is a large and populous city. It 
is (ituated in a fertile plain, which fecures 
plenty of all neceflaries, and contains feve- 
ral well built mofques and caravanferies. 
The market-place is well furnilhed with 
merchandife of different kinds. The com¬ 
mon manufactures of Perfia are found 
here, viz. (ilk and cotton (luffs, carpets, be- 
fides fome other articles, which make this 
a place of confiderable trade. 

This city is much pedered vtrith fcor- 
pions, efpecially the black kind, reckoned 
the mod venemous. Their ding proves 
mortal in a few days, nay, even hours, if 
proper remedies be not applied. The cure 
ufed by the Perfians is, to anoint the wound 
with the oil of thefe animals, extracted by 
frying. Of this oil they have generally 
a quantity in referve. If it is wanting, 
they bruife any fcorpion, and apply it to 
the part affe&ed. Either of thefe reme¬ 
dies, taken in due time, feldOm fail of fuc- 
eefs. The Perfians have fuch a dread of 
thefe creatures, that, when provoked by a- 
Vol. I, O ny 
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ny perfon, they wifh a Kafhan fcorpion 
may fling him. They are the more ter¬ 
rible, as few houfes are free from them ; 
for mofl of the floors being of earth, 
2nd covered with carpets or mats, be¬ 
low thefe the fcorpions And or make holes 
for themfelves, where they lurk unfeen. 
They do not, indeed, often hurt, unlefs. 
touched fuddenly. It is advifeable for all 
travellers to examine diligently the place 
where they are to fleep, before they go 
to bed. As the fcorpion is well known, 
it will be unneceflary to fay any more of 
it. 

The 5th, we reached Buzabbatt, five a- 
gatz from Kafhan. The weather was very 
hot. At this place I faw a creature called 
the ftellio, or tarantula, and by the Perfians 
inkureck. It is in fhape and fize fomewhat 
like a large fpider, but overgrown with 
hair. I was informed that it neither flings 
nor bites, but drops its venom upon the 
(kin, which is of fuch a nature that it im¬ 
mediately penetrates into the body, and 
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caufes dreadful fymptoms ; fuch as giddi- 
nefs of the head, a violent pain in the fto- 
mach, and a lethargic ftupifadtion. The 
remedy, as in the former cafe, is the appli¬ 
cation of the fame animal, when bruifed, to 
the part, by which the poifon is extradited. 
They alfo make the patient drink abun¬ 
dance of fweet milk, after which he is put 
in a kind of tray, fufpended by ropes fixed 
in the four corners ; it is turned round till 
the ropes are twilled hard together ; and, 
when let go at once, the untwining caufes 
the balket to run round, with a quick mo¬ 
tion, which forces the patient to vomit. 

• They alfo make them dance to mufical 
inllruments, which the fick perfon fome- 
times does, of his own accord, till he drops 
down upon the fpot. One of thefe terrible 
creatures happened to fall out of the del¬ 
ing upon my hand, as J was going one 
night to bed ; I fhook it off inftantaneouf- 
ly, without receiving the leaft harm. E- 
very thing near was moved, and fearched 
for it, but to no purpofe, there being many 

holes 
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boles io the floor. It may eafily be ima¬ 
gined that apprehenfion would prevent my 
fleeping much that night. 

The 6th, we travelled five or fix agat$ 
to Kaltabbatt; -and the next day five, 
to Nattanee, a fmall town fituated under 
fome high mountains. Here the Shach 
has a pretty little palace, with gardens, 
fountains of fine water, and cafcades. 
We lodged in the palace. The jackal^ 
were fo bold, that they howled un¬ 
der the windows all the night long, and 
carried off fome of our poultry. On the 
top of a mountain, near this place, Hands 
a high tower, built by Shach Abbafs, which 
v is feen at a great diftance. 

The 8th, we left Nattanee, and in three 
hours pafled a fine houfe, with gardens, 
built by Shach Abbafs, and fituated by it- 
felf in a pleafant plain. About three hourq 
after, we came to Tutrin, an old caravan- 
fery, where we lodged. The heat increafed 
daily as we advanced to the fouth. The 
9th, we reached Ruck, eight agatz diftant 

from 
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from Tutrin, and four hours journey from 
the city of Ifpahan. 

The iqth, being the vernal equinox, 
when the new year commences among the 
^erfians, we halted all day. In the even¬ 
ing, thirty fine horfes, with rich furniture, 
were fent from the Shach’s (tables to the 
ambaflador. Some of the bridles were or-* 
pamented with gold, others with filver. 
Two lions were brought by a Perfian to be 
fhown to the ambaflador. They were led 
into a court-yard, and let loofe upon a 
goat; but, inflead of the goat, they ran at 
fotne of our people, who narrowly efcaped, 
by getting into a houfe, and (hutting the 
doors. It feems the fight of fo many (Gran¬ 
gers had frightened them ; for the keeper 
himfelf with difficulty chained them, and 
pne of them even bit his hand. 

The nth, we advanced two agatz, ta 
J)avilett-abbatt, a village. 

On the morning of the 13th, the May- 
punder Baffia, or chief condu&or, arrived 

With 
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with many attendants. In the evening we 
mounted, and, being accompanied with a 
numerous train of courtiers, and other peo¬ 
ple, we travelled two agatz to the fuburbs 
of the city, where we lodged in a palace 
called Tuchtzy, belonging to the Shach. 

The 14th, in the morning, came a num¬ 
ber of horfes fufficient for the ambaflfador 
and all his train ; this being the day ap¬ 
pointed for our public entry. 

About noon, the Maymander Bafha re¬ 
turned, to conduct the ambafiador to his 
lodgings in the city. He was attended by 
many perfons of diftin&ion. 

After noon, we mounted, and entered 
the city. We pafled through many ftreets 
crowded with fpe&ators, as were alfo the 
tops of the houfes. It was faid that the 
Sophy himfelf was at a window, incognito , 
with fome of his ladies. Curiofity had cau- 
fed fuch a crowd, that, had not the way 
been cleared by the Perfian guards, it 
would have been impoffible for us to pafg 

along. 
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along. At lad, we reached the end of our 
journey ; a noble palace, in the middle of 
the city, with a garden, three courts, and 
apartments fuificient for the ambaffador and 
all his retinue. 


The Order of the Entry . 


An officer. 

Three dragoons. 

A kettle-drum. 

Four trumpets. 

Thirty dragoons, three a-breaft, with drawn 
Swords. 

Six fpare horfes, with fumptuous trappings. 
The fteward. 

Twelve footmen. 

Two pages. 

Three footmen. 

Two interpreters. 

Two hey-dukes in Hungarian habits. 

The 
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The ambaflfador, with the maymander, 
Balha, and interpreter. 

The prieft and one gentleman. 
Myfelf and one gentleman. 

Two clerks. 

Faulconers, huntfmen, &c. 


CHAP. 
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Occurrences during our Stay at If* 
pahan. 


T ti E 15th, the agents of the Englifb 
and Dutch factories, viz. Mr Coppiii 
the Englifh agent, fent Meffieurs Batfon 
and Reynardfon, the Dutch agent Iikewife 
fent two gentlemen of their company, to> 
falute the ambaffador. 

The 16th, the Maymlander Batha invited 
the ambaffador to an audience of the Etma- 
dowlctt, or prime minifter, which he would 
not comply with* till he had an audience 
of the Shach,- and delivered his credentials, 
though it is ufual firft to take an audience 
VOL. I. P Of 
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of that minifter. This day I vifited the 
Englilh fadlory, where I met with a friend¬ 
ly reception. 

On the 27th was a great fall of rain, 
fuch as had not been at Ifpahan for feven 
years: It was the caufe of great joy in this 
fultry dry climate, though to me it feemed 
nothing extraordinary. 

April 1 ft, I went to Julffa to fee a friend, 
accompanied by Mr Batfon. It is a large 
place in the fuburbs, inhabited by Arme¬ 
nians, who have the free exercife of the 
Chriftian religion. On the 10th, I dined 
at the t)utch houfe, the weather very hot. 

May 4th, the ceremonial part of the am- 
baflador’s introdu&ion to the Shach being 
previoufly agreed on, he was this day to 
have his firfl audience. In the morning 
horfes were fent from the King’s ftables, 
all of them magnificently equipped, with 
grooms to attend them; many of the lad¬ 
dies and bridles were garniflifd with gold 
and filver. 

We 
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We marched in the lame order as at our 
entry above mentioned, only the dragoons 
had not their fwords drawn. After palling 
through feveral ftreets, we came to the 
great market place, called Bazar, and then 
to a gate called Alla-capy, i. e. God’s-gate,' 
where we dismounted. Acrofs this gate is 
hung a chain, and none are permitted to 
enter on horleback except the Shach him- 
Self. We walked through the guards, 
drawn up on each fide, to an inner court, 
and thence to an arched gate, Surrounded 
with benches, and fpread with carpets. 
Here the ambaflador was defired to lit 
down till the Shach was ready to receive 
him. We waited at leaft two hours, du¬ 
ring which time, all the minillers of Hate, 
and officers of the houfehold, pafled us in 
great Hate; after them came a large ele¬ 
phant, mounted by his keeper, and adorned 
with gold and Silver fluff; then two large 
lions, led by their keepers with chains of 
mafly gold. 

When 
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When this parade was over, an officer in¬ 
formed the ambaflador that the Shach wait? 
ed for him: Whereupon, proceeding imme¬ 
diately through the gate, we entered a fpa- 
cious garden. The firft thing that prefent? 
ed, was a noble view of twenty horfes 
(landing in a row, richjy caparifoned, ha¬ 
ving all their faddles and bridles ornament¬ 
ed with gold and filver, and forae of them 
fet with faphires, emeralds, and other pre¬ 
cious Hones, of great value; the horfes 
were all tied to a rope .fixed to the ground, 
at the extremities, by a flake of gold, near 
which lay a mallet of the fame metal for 
driving it, according to the cuftom of Per- 
fia ; the hind-feet were alfo faftened to a 
rope, to prevent kicking ; this is an excel¬ 
lent precaution, for, tho’ they were all Honed 
horfes, they could neither hurt one another, 
nor any thing elfe j the chains that bound 
their hind-feet, with the Hakes, and mallets, 
were alfo of gold. The Perfian horfes are 
well managed, neither do I think them fo 
vicious as thofe in Europe; whether they 
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are naturally more gentle *1 fhall not de» 
termine, perhaps it is intirely owing to the 
ynilder treatment of their grooms. At each 
end of the row flood a large veflel of gold 
full of water, for the horfes to drink. 

Approaching nearer to the hall of audi¬ 
ence, we palfed the two lions, chained to 
the ground, one on each fide of the paflage; 
near them were placed two bafons of gold, 
filled with water for drink; next to the 
lions flood the elephant, with his keeper on 
his back. As the ambafTador palled, both • 
the lions couched, and the elephant bent 
his fore-knee, -at a word pronounced by 
the keepers. 

We now turned to the left, and had a full 
view of the hall of audience, about an hun¬ 
dred yards diflant. It feemed to Hand by 
itfelf in the middle of the garden; it is 
indeed contiguous to the feraglio on the 
fouth, but is quite open to the north. Be¬ 
fore the entry is a large fountain of pure 
Water, wfiicb fprings upward in three pipes, 

and 
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and falls into a bafon filled with rofes, jef— 
famine, and many other fine flowers. 

When we came to the flair, we were de- 
fired to put off our flippers, and our fervants 
were no further admitted. The ambafiador 
only and fix of his retinue (among whom 
I was) entered the hall. We afcended by 
eight fteps of marble, the whole breadth 
of the hall. From the roof hung a canvafs, 
which was ftrctched out over the flair, and 
(haded the whole infide of the edifice. The 
hall is a fpacious fq'uare building, with a 
terrace roof; the cieling is very magnifi¬ 
cent, being all arched, and fet with mir¬ 
rors of different magnitudes till within 
three feet of the floor, which is quite co¬ 
vered with filk carpets, interwoven with 
branches and foliage of gold and filver. In 
the middle were two bafons, into which fe- 
veral pipes, each about eight feet high, 
fpouted water, which, falling upon rofes 
and other flowers, has a fine effect on 
a hot day. The farther end of the hall is 
$ femicircle; here fat the Shach upon a 

fofa, 
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fofa, raifed about a foot from the floor, 
which was elevated four fteps above the 
reft of the hall: He was attended by twenty 
eunuchs ; one carried his fabre, another his 
bow* a third the quiver with arrows, a 
fourth the calianne, or tobacco-pipe; fo that 
each had his office of ftate. 

The ambafiador was received in the hall 
by the mafter of the ceremonies, called Ifh- 
aggan Bafha, to be by him introduced to 
the Shach. He continued fitting upon his 
fofa, with his legs acrofs, while all his mi- ' 
nifters of ftate flood in their places, cloth¬ 
ed magnificently in their robes; which 
they never wear except on folemn days ; 
and, when thefe are over, they leave them 
in a wardrobe at court, appointed for keep¬ 
ing them. I mud confefs the appearance 
was very fplendid, and put me in mind of 
the accounts left us by the ancients, of the 
magnificence of the Kings of Perfia. 

At our entry into the hall, we were flop¬ 
ped about three minutes at the firft foun¬ 
tain, in order to raife the greater refpedt; 

the 




Digitized by (^.ooQle 



320 




A JOURNEY 

the pipes were contrived to play fo high, 
that the water fell into the bafon like st 
thick rain ; nothing could be difcovered for 
fome time, and the Shach himfelf appeared 
as in a fog. While we moved forward* e- 
very thing was as dill 1 as death ; the ma¬ 
iler of the ceremonies took the ambalTador 
by the arm, and conduced him within fix 
yards of the throne, who offering to ad' 1 ’ 
vance, in order to deliver his credentials, 
was prevented by the Etmadowlett, or prime 
minifter j this minifter received the creden¬ 
tials, and laid them before the Shacb, who 
pouched th^m with his hand, as a mark of 
refpedt. This part of the ceremony had 
been very difficult to adjull; for the am- 
bafiador infilled on delivering his letter* 
into the Shach’s own hands; the Perfian 
minifter8, on the other hand, affirmed* 
that their Kings never received letters dj- 
re&ly from the ambaffadors of the greateft 
Emperors on earth. 

The ambafiador now made a Ihort fpeech, 
which the Sophy anfwered, through the 

Etma- 
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Etmadowlett, in very obliging terms. He 
then inquired after his Czarifh Majedy’s 
health, add aiked feveral queftions about 
the Swedidi war* and whether the ambaf- 
fador had differed any hardfhips on the 
road during fo long a journey ? To all 
which he returned anfwers fuitable to the 
occafion. At tail he was defired to take hiS 
feat, to which he was led by the mailer of 
the ceremonies : It was about a foot high $ 
and placed at the diilance of ten yards from 
the King.' A little behind the ambadador 
were placed his attendants, on feats nearly 
of the fame height. During all this cere¬ 
mony,' ihufic played, confiding of a variety 
of inftruments* which are not unharmoni- 
ous, and the mufti* or high pried, read* 
without intermiflion, chapters of the Koran* 
Before the ambadador was feated, the 
prefents from his Czarifh Majedy to the 
Sophy* carried by fifty men, were brought 
to the entry, and received by the propef 
officers: They confided of fables* and other 
valuable furs, falcons, a variety of fine tea* 
Vet. L mufiea! 
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mufical clocks, gold watches fet in dia¬ 
monds, &c. 

As Toon as the ambaffador had taken his 
feat, all the minifters of ftate fat down on 
their hams, on both fides of the hall, in 
rows ; for none are allowed to fit crofs 
legged in prefence of the Sophy. 

There was now placed before the com¬ 
pany little tables, on which were fet all 
kinds of fweat-meats and confe&ions; and 

f 

before the ambaffador was laid a golden 
calianne, or tobacco-pipe, which the Per- 
fians reckon an high inftance of refpeft. 

The mufic continued playing, and the 
mufti ftill continued reading ; but every 
thing elfe was very filent. Several meffages 
paffed between the King and the ambaffa¬ 
dor, by means of the matter of the ceremo¬ 
nies, and our interpreter. The King fpoke 
the Perfian language, and the ambaffador 
the Ruffian, while the other two ufed the 
Turkifh. 

In the mean time, fome pure water, with 
a bit of ice in it, was brought in golden ba¬ 
tons 
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Ions to drink. About an hour after, vic¬ 
tuals were brought by a number of fer- 
vants, who carried them on their heads, in 
large fquare bafkets. Firft the Shach was 
ferved, and next the ambaflador with his 
retinue; then all the officers of Hate that 
fat in the hall. The grand fteward of the 
houfehold waited on the King, and his af- 
fiftants on the reft of the company, accord¬ 
ing to their different ranks. At the fame 
time our fervants were entertained in the 
garden. 

The entertainment confifted moftly of 
different kinds of rice boiled with butter, 
fowls, mutton, boiled and roafted lamb. 
The whole was ferved in large gold or 
china diffies, and placed in the bafkets, 
which ftood on a long cloth fpread above 
the carpet. The diffies were interfperfed 
with faucers filled with aromatic herbs, 
fugar, and vinegar. But, according to the 
cuftom of the country, we had neither 
napkins, fpoons, knives, nor forks; for 
the Shach himfelf eat with his fingers, and 

every, 


Digitized by Google 



!*4 


A JOURNEY 1717, 

(every one followed his example. Thera 
were indeed, befides the common bread, 
fome very large thin cakes, which we ufed 
inftead of napkins, to wipe our fingers. 
They are made of wheat-flour ; the Per- 
fians fometimes eat them; they are not 
difagreeable. Our drink was fherbet, and 
water cooled with ice. Formerly it was 
ufual, on fuch occaflons, to drink wine, 
and have women to dance and fing. But 
the prefent Sophy, being a fober and de¬ 
vout prince, thought it proper to abolifh a 
cuftom productive of fo many indecencies, 
and diredly contrary to the rules of the 
Koran. We had therefore only men to 
fing, and no dancing. 

The ambaflador, and all the gentlemen 
who were admitted into the hall, continued 
with their heads covered during all the 
time of the audience. They only, on en- 

s 

tering the royal prefence, uncovered once, 
and bowed to his majefty. 

When the entertainment was over, the 
ambaflador took his leave, and returned to 

Ki$ 
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his lodgings, conduced by the Mayman* 
der Baflia, in the fame manner as in the 
morning.; The ftreets were lined with the 
Sophy’s guards to prevent any inconveni¬ 
ence from the vaft crowds of people. - 
The fame evening the Shach fent a pre* 
fent to the ambaflador of the golden cali- 
anne he had.ufed at court; it was neatly 
wrought in filigree, and valued at forty or 
fifty pounds Sterling ; alfo twenty large 
difiles of folid gold, filled with variety of 
fweet-meats. Thofe who brought them 
returned immediately, leaving the plate j 
which remained at the ambafiador’s lodg¬ 
ings above fix weeks. All this time it was 
uncertain whether fuch a valuable treafure 
was forgot, or intended as a prefent. The 
difiles however were at lad demanded, and 
delivered. They weighed about thirty 
pounds a* piece, but were of mean work- 
manlhip, being all beat out with a hammer. 
From this, and many fimilar inftancesj 
fome conception may be formed of the 

immenfe 
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immenfe riches whereof the Sophy is pof- 
fefled. « t 

The Shach’s name is HuflTein ; he is a- 
bout thirty years of age, of a middle fta- 
ture, open countenance, and has a fhort 
' black beard. It is fajd his legs are remark¬ 
ably fhort, in proportion to his body. He 
is very good natured, and of a beneficent 
difpofition. He has feveral children by 
different ladies. Tachmaz the bldeft, at 
prefent in his minority, feldom appears out 
of the Haram. Huflein himfelf, though a 
prince adorned with many virtues, yet. be¬ 
ing educated in the Haram among the wo¬ 
men, is little acquainted with the world, 
and leaves the management of the empire 
wholly to his minifters : In them he places 
an entire confidence; and they, in their 
turn, perfuade him that it is below his dig¬ 
nity to attend to any public affairs what 
ever. At this very time there was a formi¬ 
dable rebellion begun at Chandahar, a 
ftrong town on the borders of India, by 
Mery-Mahmut, an enterprifing and pow¬ 
erful 
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erful thief, who took advantage of the 
weaknefs of the prefent adminiftration. 

The Perlian mini dry negle&ed and def- 
pifed thefe rebels, threatening, in their ftile, 
to fend fome troops to cut them all to pie¬ 
ces. Time hath fhowii the vanity of thefe 
high words. I mull' obferve that they 
wanted neither men nor money ; but their 
foldiers were undifciplined, and, above all, 
they had no officers of fufficient abilities to 
command them. 

The 9th of May, the ambaffador had hi9 
firft audience of the Etmadowlett. We 
were conduced in the fame manner as 
when we went to court. The entertain¬ 
ment was like wife of the fame kind, but 
much more magnificent. The palace was 
grand, and had a fine garden adjoining. 
The Etmadowlett, whofe name is Phataly- 
chan, was by birth a Georgian, of Chriftian 
parents, but educated in the feraglio. He 
is a tall well-fhaped man, of a friendly af- 
pe£t, and a great favourite of the Sophy. 
After we returned home, the Etmadowlett 

fent 
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feat the ambaffador a prefent of a fine 
horfe, with a fad die and bridle, richly 
mounted, after th^ Perflan fafhion, and a 
gold calianne, little inferior to that given 
by the Shach. It was reported that no fo¬ 
reign ambaffador had evdr been treated 
with fo much refpeft. 

The nth, the ambaffador had a fecond 
audience of the Sophy, at the fame palace 
as formerly, called Tavalea Telear, t. e. the 
palace near the (tables; it was very fhort, 
and no entertainment was given. Next 
day he received from the Shach a prefent 
of fome excellent Sherras wine, and a gold 
bottle, that contained about two quarts, 
with a fmall cup of the fame metal. 

On the 15th, the ambaffador had a fe¬ 
cond. audience of the Etmadowlett* relating 
to the fubjedt of the embaffy. 

Three days after, the Hackim Bafha* or 
chief phyfician, fent me an invitation to 
vifit him. He received me in a very cour¬ 
teous obliging qianner ; and detained , me 
above two hours, talking on different fnb- 

jedte. 
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je&s. He told me, that the phyficians in 
Perfia made vegetables, and their virtues, 
their chief ftudy; they dealt but little in 
minerals and chemical preparations. Then 
he aiked me whether the European phyfi¬ 
cians admitted opium in their prefcriptions f 
I told him they did with great fuccefs. To 
which he replied, that the qualities of that 
drug were known to very few. He in¬ 
quired whence tea came ? how it ihould 
be made ? and what were its virtues ? All 
which 1 anfwered to his fatisfa&ion. Hence 
it is evident that the Perfians have no cor- 
refpondence nor commerce with the Chi- 
nefe. The phyfician is an elderly man, of 
a grave deportment, and might pafs for a 
do&or any where. On taking my leave, 
he told me he was forry he could not con- 
verfe with me but by means of an inter¬ 
preter, which was tedious and difagree- 
able. 

The fame day the Dutch commiflary, 
Myn*heer Vonkettler, made his public en¬ 
try at Ifpahan, as envoy from the gover- 
Vol. I. R nour 
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sour of Batavia to the Shach of Perfia. He 
was preceded by fix elephants, fent as a 
prefent to the King by the governour. He 
had a numerous retinue, and was attended 
by feveraj gentlemen, and made as grand 
an appearance as if he had been a minifter 
from any court of Europe. He took up 
his lodgings at the Dutch factory. Mr 
Kettler told me, that he was born in Cour- 
land; that, in his youth, he inlifted as a 
foldier in the fervice of the Dutch Eaft-In- 
dia company; by his uncommon abilities 
he had raifed himfelf from that low fitua- 
tion to the honourable place he now 
held; 

The following day Mr Kettler fent two 
of his retinue to compliment our ambafia- 
dor : And, both our gentlemen being in- 
difpofed, I was fent next day to return the 
compliment. 

The 28th, I dined at the Dutch houfe, 
where we had a grand entertainment. 

June 2d, the ambaflador intended to go 
a hunting, and to take a view of the coun¬ 
ty 
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try about Ifpahan. But an officer came 
from court, defiring him to delay it till an¬ 
other opportunity j for the Shach had 
pitched on that day tq vifit a country- 
houfe, in coihpany with his ladies; on 
which occafions it is death for any one to 
be feen near the place where the court paf- 
fes. To prevent accidental tranfgreffions 
in this refpeft, a cryer is previoufly def- 
patched to warn the inhabitants, who pro¬ 
claims through the fireets, and along the 
road, that nobody, under pain of death, 
Ihall appear either in the way, or from any 
houfe near it, by which his majefty and 
the ladies are to march. The Shach rides 
on horfeback, attended only by eunuchs. 
The ladies are mounted afiride, fome on 
horfes, others on mules and afles. They 
are all veiled with white muflin, fo that 
nothing can be feen of them but the eyes 
and nofe. 

The Perfians tell a pleafant ftory of 
Shach Abbafs’s behaviour on an occafion 
of this nature. The Shach at a certain 
’ time 
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time was riding along, attended by his con- 
cubines, when he happened to meet a poor 
country-fellow upon the road. He was 
immediately brought before the King, and, 
expecting inftant death, fell on hia knees, 
rood fubmiflively begging pardon for fo 
Jieinous an offence, and pleaded ignorance 
in his excufe, having neither feen nor heard 
of any cryer. The prince was pleafed with 
the fimplicity and innocence of the pea- 
faiit, ordered him to take courage, and all 
the ladies to unveil ; then defired him tq 
pick out any of his concubines he liked 
beft, and he ihould have her for a wife. 
This treatment difpelled his fear ; he pitch¬ 
ed on one that pleafed him moil. The 
Shach approved fo much of his tafte that he 
carried him to court, where he foon became 
a great favourite. 

The 9th, 1 dined at the Engliih faftory, 
where Mr Coppin, and the other gentle¬ 
men belonging to the company, received 
me in the mod friendly manner. The day 
was very hot, and in the evening we flip¬ 
ped 
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pcd near a fountain in the garden. On a 
fudden we felt a guft of wind, as hot as if 
it had come from the mouth of an oven. 
It was foon over without any bad effedt. 
But I was informed that thefe hot winds 
are very dangerous, in travelling over the 
deferts, and often kill people immediately. 
The only refource, on perceiving them co¬ 
ming, is to fall down flat, with the face to 
the ground, and continue in that pofture 
till they are gone. 

On the 12th, the ambaflador had a third 
audience of the Shach at Farrabbatt, a coun- 
try-houfe near the city. It is an extremely 
pleafant place, adorned with gardens, foun¬ 
tains, and cafcades, furrounded with parks 
for all kinds of game; While we were at 
fuppef on the terrace, we had a fqual of 
wind, which almoft carried away every 
thing, and actually fwept off the thin broad 
cakes, which the Perfians ufe inftead of 
napkins. 

The 16th, Monfieur Ricard, whom I 
mentioned at Tauris, and twelve miffiona- 

ries 
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jries of different orders, were invited to dine 
with the ambaflador. Several of thefe 
gentlemen had been long in India and E- 
thiopia, which rendered their converfation 
-very entertaining. 

The 2i ft, the ambaffador was invited to 
dinner by the devettar, or keeper of the 
great feal and ftandiffi. Here, as in all o- 
ther countries, this is an office of great 
truft. We were entertained with more 
magnificence than by the prime minifter, 
or even at court. Soon after we entered, 
there were ferved up a great variety of 
fweet-meats, and all kinds of fruit that the 
climate afforded. Coffee and ffierbet.were 
carried about by turns. We were placed 
crofs-legged on the carpets, except the am- 
baflador, who had a feat. During this part 
of the feaft we were entertained with vo¬ 
cal and inftrumental mufic, dancing boys, 
tumblers, puppets, and juglers : All the 
performers executed their parts with great 
dexterity. Two of them counterfeit¬ 
ing a quarrel, one beat off the other's 

turban 
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turban with his foot, out of which dropped 
about fifteen or twenty large ferpents, which 
run or crawled about the room. One of 
them came towards me, with great fpeed, 
which foon obliged me to quit my place. 
On feeing us alarmed, they told us the crea¬ 
tures were altogether inoffenfive, as their 
teeth had been all drawn out. The fellow 
went about the room and gathered them a- 
galn into his turban, like fo many eels. 
The victuals were now ferved in a neat 
and elegant manner. Every thing was 
well dreffed in the Perfian fashion. Our 
hod was very cheerful, and contributed e- 
very thing in his power to pleafe his guefts. 
He> excufed himfelf handfomely enough for 
not having wine, as it was not then ufed 
at court. 

On the 23d, the Maymander Bafiia 
brought a meflage from the Shach to the 
ambafiador, intimating, that the bufmefs of 
his embafiy being now finifhed, he might 
choofe his own time, to depart. This was 
not very agreeable news to the ambafiador, 

who 
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who alledged, that, before he could pro. 
cure {hipping, to traufport hint to Aftra- 
chan, the feafon would be far advanced, 
and oblige him to winter in fome part of 
Per da. 

July i ft, the Shach fent the ambaflador, 
and the principal parts of his retinue, what 
the Perfians call the kalatt. It eonfifts of 
a tunic, a long rob of gold and filver ftuff, 
a fafh and turban, and fome pieces of Per* 
fian filk, whereof about ten or a dozen fell 
to my (hare. The whole value was not 
confiderable j but the Shach beftows this 
mark of favour to all foreign minifters who 
come on friendly errands. On this occa- 
fion he fent the ambaflador, in particular, a 
prefent of two fine horfes from his own 
ftables. 

The 3d, the ambaflador had his Iaft au¬ 
dience of the Shach, at a palace, in the ci¬ 
ty ; when he received an anfwer to the 
Czar’s letter, and immediately took leave 
ftanding, without further ceremony. 

The 
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The 8th, the Shach fent the ambafiador 
another prefent* confiding of an elephant, 
two Hons, two leopards, fix monkeys of 
different kinds, three parrots, two white and 
one-green, three fine horfes, and an Indian 
bird, called my ana ; it is in colour, fhape* 
and fize, like a black-bird, and whidled a 
very fine note, 

Augud the 3d, we began to prepare for 
our journey homeward, which took up 
much time. The i8th, we removed front 
our lodgings in the city to a houfe belong¬ 
ing to the Shach, in the northern fuburbs* 
called Tauchtzy. 

The 26th, I took leave of triy friend Mt 
Coppin, who fet out this day on his jour¬ 
ney to England, by way of Aleppo. The 
Englifh factory at Ifpahan are very well 
fituated in the middle of the city, have & 
fpacious garden adjoining, and are feparated 
from the red of the town by a wall. Mod 
of the great hotifes in the city are furroun- 
ded in the fame manner, which renders it 
very extenfive. 

Vol. I. S Ifpahan 
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Ifpahan is fituated nearly in ‘thirty-two 
degrees north latitude, on a fruitful plain, 
in the province of Hierack, anciently the 
kingdom of the Parthians* About three 
or four Englifh miles diftant from the 
city, to the fouth, runs an high ridge of 
mountains from eaft to weft. Shach Ab- 
bafs the Great transferred the feat of the 
Peffian government from Cafbin, to this 
place. 

Ifpahan is plentifully fupplied with wa¬ 
ter from the river Schenderoo, which runs 
between the city and the fuburbs, keeping 
its courfe to the north. It rifes near the 
city, and is fordable altnoft every where, 
unlefs during great rains, which feldom 
happen. After paffing this place, its courfe 
is but fliort, for it foon lofes itfelf in dry 
parched plains. Over the Schenderoo there 
are three (lately ftone-bridges in fight of 
one another; but the one in the middle, 
betwixt the city and that part of the fub¬ 
urbs called Julpha, which terminates the 
fpacious ftreet Tzar-bach, far exceeds any 

ftru&ure 
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ftrufture of that kind I ever faw. It is 
broad enough for two carriages and a horfe- 
man to pafs a-breaft, and has galleries on 
each fide, which are covered, for the con¬ 
venience of people on foot; and watchmen 
are ftationed at each end, to prevent difor- 
ders, There are few houfes in the town 
which have not their chaufes, i. e. cifterns 
of water, conveyed in pipes from the rif 
ver : A moft falutary and refrefhing cir- 
cumftance, in fuch a dry and fultry cli¬ 
mate. 

The city is populous, and, as I already 
obferved, very extenfive. As moft of the 
inhabitants have their houfes apart, fur- 
rounded with gardens, planted with fruit 
and other trees, at a diftance it appears like 
a city in a foreft, and affords a very agree¬ 
able profpedt. 

The ftreets are generally very narrow 
and irregular, except that leading to the 
great bridge, already mentioned. This 
noble ftreet is very broad and ftraight, and 
pear an Englilh mile in length. On each 

. fa? 
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fide are the Ring’s palaces, courts of jufticc, 
and the academies for the education of 
youth, with two rows of tall chinar trees, 
which afford a fine (hade. Thefe trees 
fiave a fmooth whitifh bark, and a broad 
leaf, like the plane-tree. At certain diftan- 
pes, there are fountains of water that play 
continually, round which are fpread car¬ 
pets ; and thither the Perfians refort to 
drink coffee, finoke tobacco, and hear 
news ; which, I muft confefs, is yery 4-1 
greeable in hot weather. 

About half a mile below thecity is a fine 
plain upon the banks of the river, whero 
the Perfians, eyery evening, exercife their 
horfes in riding, and sccuftom them to the 
difcharge of fire-arms. They alfo fhoot at 
butts with bows and arrows, and throw 
blunted darts at one another ; at which 
they appear very dextrous. 

The city is alraoft quite defepcelefs, ha¬ 
ving only a flight wall round it, built of 
mud dried by the fun, which is broken down 
in many places ; fo that, if the army is de¬ 
feated 
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feated ia the field, Ifpahan cannot defend 
itfelf one day j for even all the artillery 1 
few, confided of about twenty brafa can¬ 
non, which flood in the grand court before 
the palace-gate, and were more for parade 
than real ufe. 

The houfes here, as in other places of 
Perfia, are generally built with bricks hart 
dened by the fun. The roofs are flat, and 
covered with a terrace. They make but 
a mean appearance from the ftreet, though 
within they are neat and clean, and very 
convenient for the Periian manner of life.; 
Hie Shach’s palaces, the public edifices, and 
the houfes of all perfons of diftin&ion, are* 
built with (lone. 

As the ftreets are not paved, when it is 
windy, the city is fometimes involved in> 
fuch a cloud of dud, that the fun is fcarcely 
vifible. This obliges the inhabitants to 
water the ftreets at lead every evening. 
Thefe gufts of wind are very difagreeable ; 
but they happen feldom, and are of thort 
juration. 

At 
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At Ifpahan are many manufactories of 
(ilk and cotton* and a great many (ilk 
worms in the neighbourhood. As the con- 
fumption of filk is very conliderable at this 
place, little of it is exported. The making 
carpets, however, employs the greateft 
number of hands j for which the demand 
is great, as they are preferable in quality, 
defign, and colour, to any made elfewhere. 

The fields about the city are very fen- 
tile, and produce plentiful crops of excel- 
' lent wheat and barley ; but then they muft 
all be watered, on account of the drynefs 
of the foil, which is a work of labour and 
expence. Befides thefe, I faw no other 
grain. 

The Perfians tread out their corn with 
oxen or afles. For this purpofe, they make 
a circle, about twenty or thirty feet in dia¬ 
meter, on the circumference whereof the, 
(heaves are laid. There is a light fledge or 
hurdle drawn by the cattle, in which the 
driver fits, and dire&s them round and 
found, as often as is neceflary ; and new 

(heaves 
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.iheaves are always added when the former 
Ones are trodden fuffipiently. This opera¬ 
tion alfo foftens the ftraw, and renders it 
very good provender. There is no hay in 
Perfia; and the beft horfes are kept in a 
condition for any fervice by this food, and 
a filiall quantity of dried barley twice a 
day. 

They have flocks of large Iheep, whereof 
the mutton is very good, but the wool 
coarfe. In the province of Karamenia, in¬ 
deed, they have exceeding fine wool, fome 
of which I have feen little inferior to filk. 
Their horned cattle are buffalos, which af¬ 
ford them milk, and are ufed in plowing 
the ground, and drawing carriages. They 
have alfo the common kind of cattle of dif¬ 
ferent fizes. The better fort of people eat * 
chiefly mutton and fowls, but very little 
beef. 

Befides the cattle I have mentioned, there 
is another kind, having a high riling upon 
the Ihoulder, with clean limbs, which are 
very handfome. 

As 
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As I have formerly obferved, that the 
Perfians make ufe of ice to cool their wa¬ 
ter in fummer, it may be afked, where are 
got fuch quantities, in fo hot a climate, as 
are duly fold in the ftreets for that pur- 
pofe ? I was informed, that there were 
people who made it their bufmefs to watch 
the froftv nights, in the winter feafon; on 
which occafions they went to the moun¬ 
tains near the city, and threw water on 
certain places, which being frozen, 'they 
Continued to repeat the operation till the 
ice was of convenient thicknefs; then they 
cut it in pieces, and carry it into caves, hewn 
in the rocks, where it is preferved during 
the fummer. What they cannot carry off 
before the fun rifes is covered, to defend it 
from his heat. 

While I remained at Ifpahan, I vifited 
the Shach’s aviary. It contains a great va* 
riety of all kinds of birds, many of which 
had come from India, and other foreign 
parts. Among the reft were a couple of 
turkeys, which it feems are rare birds in 

Perfia. 
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Perfia. The place is very neat and ele¬ 
gant. The aviary is about fifteen feet 
high, and covered with a net-work of 
brafs-wire, to prevent the birds flying a- 
way. 

Provifions of all kinds are very dear at 
Ifpahan, which is l'ufficiently apparent from 
the number of poor that go about the 
ftreets. Nothing, however, is fo extrava¬ 
gantly high as fire-wood. 

The Roman catholics have three con¬ 
vents in the city, 'viz. thofe of the Carme¬ 
lites, Capuchins, and Auguftins. The Je- 
fuits and Dominicans have their feparate 
convents in rhe fuburbs of Julpha, which 
is inhabited by Armenians, who are al¬ 
lowed the free exerrife of their religion. 

There is a confiderable number of Jews 
in the city, who are either merchant? or 
mechanics. 

In the neighbourhood of the city is a 
tribe of people, called fiy the Perfians 
Giaur, who worlhip fire, being the pofte- 
rity of the ancient inhabitants of this coun- 

Vol. I. T try, 
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try, who paid divine honours to that ele¬ 
ment. They are a poor indolent race, and 
live in nafty huts, or in tents. They fpeak 
a different language from the Pexfians; 
have black hair, and are of a fwarthy com¬ 
pletion. They have fome fheep and cattle; 
but many of them go about the ftreets beg- 

iging- 

About three or four miles to the fouth- 
ward of the city, are to be feen the ruins of 
a tower on the top of a mountain, where it 
is faid Darius fat when Alexander the Great 
fought the fecond battle with the Perfians. 
I was alfo told, that, about two days jour¬ 
ney from Ifpahan, are diftinguifhable the 
remains of the tomb of Queen Efther, a 
lady celebrated in holy writ for many vir¬ 
tues. Thefe, and many other places, I in¬ 
tended to have examined on the fpot, but 
was unluckily prevented, for want of 
time. 

While we lay at Tauchtzy, waiting for 
horfes and camels, two of our fervants 
were flung with fcorpions j but were foon 

cured, 
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cured, by timely application of the oil of 
fcorpions, prepared after the Perfian man¬ 
ner, without any other remedy. The jack* 
als made a difinal howling under our win¬ 
dows every night. 

I have now finilhed my obfervations on 
Whatever feemed mod remarkable in and 
about the city of Ifpahan. I fhall only add, 
that, among the many lofty and pompous 
titles which this mighty monarch aflumes* 
there are fome very extraordinary j of 
which I fhall mention one, 4 That the 

* greateft kings of the earth may think it 

* an honour to drink out of his horfes 

* footfteps.’ Several more inftances might 
be given, in the Oriental ftile, fully as ex¬ 
travagant- 


The Sbach's Palaces . 

I. Tzel Sootun, or that of forty pillars, 
as. Tevela Telear, near the ftables. 

3,Hafta- 
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3. Hafta-Behafi, chambers of paradife. 

4. Othiat Tallard, near the Haram. 

5. Guldefta, houfe of eunuchs. 

6. Tauchtzy, at the north entry. 

7. Farrabbatt, fouth-eaft from the city. 

Perfia is at prefent divided into fixteen 
provinces, many of them of great extent. 
I fhall mention their prefent names, and, 
under them, thofe they feem to have borne 
among the ancients. 

1. Turkomania, 

Great Armenia. 

2. Diarbeck. 

Mefopatamia. 

3. Kurdiftan, 

Part of Aflyria. 

4. Hierack Arabee, 

Chaldea, or Babylon. 

5. Hierack Aggemy, 

Region of the Parthians. 

6. Shirvan, 
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6. Shirvan, • 

Towards the north-weft coaft of the 
Cafpian Sea. 

7 . Guilan and Mefanderan, 

Hyrcania. 

8. Aftrabatt, 

Margiana. 

9. Ufbeck, 

Badria. 

10. Koraflan, 

Aria. 

11. Sableftan, 

Parapomilia. 

12. Sigiftan, 

Drangiana. 

13. Arachofia. 

14. Machran. 

15. Karamenia, 

Reaching to the guJph of Ormus. 

16. Pharfiftan, 

Old Perfia, whereof Perfepolis was 
the capital city. 
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I have added the ancient names accor¬ 
ding to the bed information I could pro* 
cure; for, under the various revolutions 
of this country, the records have beep al- 
moft wholly either loft or deftroyed : So 
that the Perfians themfelves know very 
little of the ancient hiftory of their coun- 
try. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. VII. 


From Ifpahan to Shamachy ; oc¬ 
currences during our Jlay there . 


S EPTEMBER ift, having procured 
horfes and camels, and every thing 
neceflary, and having alfo got a conductor 
from the Shach, we this day left Ifpahan 
in order to return to Rufiia. We travelled 
fhort ftages along the fame road by which 
we came to Ifpahan. Little material hap* 
pened for a confiderable time, and I fhall 
not repeat what I formerly obferved; I 
fhall only take notice, that many of the 
places through which we palled were much 
iofeBed by ftrong gangs of highway-men. 

We 
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We were therefore obliged to travel very 
cautioufly, and to keep our people toge¬ 
ther near the baggage, but particularly to 
procure a fafe caravanfery for our lodgings. 
The weather continuing very hot, was the 
reafon of our making eafy marches ; and 
thefe chiefly in the mornings and evenings, 
and fometimes in the night, when it could 
be done with fafety. 

We travelled in this manner till the 26th 
of September, when we arrived at a village 
called Arrazant, where we lodged. Next 
day, inftead of purfuing the fame route by 
Tauris, we turned to the right, and took 
the road leading to Cafbin and Guilan. 

The 27th, we proceeded five agatz to 
Membereck ; and the 28th four, to the 
city of Cafbin. This place is fituated in a 
fpacious plain, having a ridge of high 
mountains to the north. I mentioned for¬ 
merly, that Cafbin was once the feat of 
government, and the refidence of the Per- 
fian monarchs. There are ftill to be feen 
the ruins of many ftately mofques, palaces, 

and 
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and other public edifices. The city appears 
to have been, in former times, very large 
and flourifhing, but is now much contract¬ 
ed and decayed. 

The plague raged here all the preceding 
fummer, which had almoft depopulated the 
place: And, although the fury of that 
contagious diftemper ' was much abated, 
people continued to die daily, which made 
us refolved to remain no longer than was 
abfolutely neceflary, in order to prepare 
things for our journey to Guilan. This 
could not be foon accompliflied at a time 
of fuch public calamity. 

In the mean time, many of our people 
were feized with peftilential fevers, who 
all recovered but one. He died fuddenly, 
with the ufual fymptoms of the plague. I 
and feveral of our people were likewife ta¬ 
ken with fevers, occafioned by our being 
lodged in houfes where the Perfians had 
lately died. Thefe circumftances made 
the ambaffador refolve to leave the place 
at all events. During the time therefore 
Vol. I. U which 
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which we were obliged to wait for horfet 
and camels, we removed out of town about 
a mile, to a garden belonging to the Shach, 
provided for us by the commandant of the 
city and province. Here we fet up our 
.tents; and in this fituation, by the help of 
free air and good water, our people reco¬ 
vered furprifingly j fo that, in a fhort time, 
mod of them were able to ride, another 
gentleman only and myfelf were carried in 
litters between two mules. 

The 12th of O&ober we fet put again, 
purfuing our journey northward. After 
travelling about two leagues through a 
plain, we afcended an high and deep moun¬ 
tain, and, proceeding onward about a 
league, came to a fmall village where we 
lodged. All the inhabitants had forfakeu 
their houfes. Whatever elfe was wanting, 
we bad here the comfort of pure air, 
which had fuch an effedt on me* that next 
day I was able to mount on horfeback, 
though, at fetting out, I was fcarcely in 

conditipq 


Digitized by Google 



1717. TO ISPAHAN. i S f 

condition to bear the eafy motion Of the lit¬ 
ter* 

We continued our journey, afcending 
and defcending many fteep rocks and 
mountains for four days, when we arrived 
at Menzyly, a little town fituated in a 
charming valley j where grow abundance 
of citrons, oranges, olives, befide grapes and 
other fruits. Thefe I own were tempting 
obje&s; but fad experience taught many 
of us to value them no more than floes or 
bramble berries. Menzyly is governed by 
akalentar or judge; it is a pretty romantic 
place, encompafled by high mountains on 
all (ides, which decline to the north, and 
are covered with grafs. This is a rare fight 
in Periia, and is caufed by the great au¬ 
tumnal rains ; for along the fouth coaft of 
the Cafpian Sea, it rains at this feafon, al- 
moft without intermifiion, for the fpace of 
fix weeks or two months. In this and the 
neighbouring villages are bred a great 
number of filk-worms, which produce the 
heft and greateft quantities of raw filk 

made 
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made in the province of Guilan ; from 
whence it is exported by the Armenian 
merchants, partly through Ruflia to Hol¬ 
land, and partly by land to Aleppo, for the 
Levant trade. 

Having (laid two days at Menzyly, we 
fet out again in heavy rains, through deep 
roads, which greatly incommoded our ca¬ 
mels ; for they often flipped, and fome- 
times fell down under their burthens : 
However, in five days we reached Reflid, 
the capital of the province of Guilan. 

Refhd (lands in a plain, furrounded with 
great woods on every fide, about a day’s 
journey from the neared (hore of the Cas¬ 
pian Sea, where is a very good harbour for 
(hips of (mall burthen. 

The houfes are thinly fcattered, refeta¬ 
bling rather a large village than a town. 
As the ground at this place is very flat, the 
inhabitants are obliged to chufe the dryefl 
places to build on. In the market place, I 
faw about eight pieces of cannon, mounted 
on forry carriages ; among which was a 

neat 
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neat brafe field-piece, with the name of that 
noted Prince the Duke of Holftein Gottorp 
upon it: It feems to have been left here 
accidentally by the ambafladors of that 
Duke to the then Shach of Perfia. 

The houfes are mean, in comparifon 
with thofe in other parts of Perfia; the 
roofs are raifed and tiled, to carry off the 
great falls of rain. 

The marfhes and pools, with which 
Refhd is furrounded, renders it very un¬ 
healthy, efpecially in the heat of fummer, 
when it is often yifited with the pefti- 
lence j and, although it is a place of the 
greateft plenty, the inhabitants look .as 
half ftarved. I was told they were obliged 
to confine themfelvcs to a fcanty diet; that* 
- if they allowed themfelves the leaft indul¬ 
gence, even fo far as to eat their rice 
with butter, they were liable to agues, the 
reigning diftemper in this climate. Many 
of our people were a&ually feized with 
thefe agues, though none of them proved 
mortal.. Here, as at the capitals of the o- 

ther 
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ther provinces, we were obliged to remaifr 
a confiderable time, mttcb longer than we 
inclined : For every province bears the ex¬ 
pence of au-iraffadors, from the time they 
arrive at its capital, till they reach the ca¬ 
pital of the next province, where frefh fup- 
plies of money and cattle are to be procu¬ 
red. The obtaining (hefe things, and the 
rainy weather, detained us in this difagree- 
able place. The pools are full of frogs 
that chatter like magpies, and make fuch a 
loud croaking, befides their chattering, that 
a perfon cannot fleep till he is accuftomed 
to that noife. 

The country above Relhd is very fruit¬ 
ful, particularly in rice, which grows plenti¬ 
fully on the marihy grounds, and is fufficient 
to fupply moft of the other provinces of 
Periia; there is alfo plenty of fruit natural 
to the climate. The Armenians, who in¬ 
habit Reihd, make good wine, both red 
and white; and even in the woods you 
may fee the vines, loaden with clufters of 
grapes, twifting about the trees, which are 

left 
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left te the birds, as they are not worth ga¬ 
thering amid fijch plenty. 

Great flocks of fieldfares, thru flies, black¬ 
birds, with vaft quantities of ftorks, cranes, 
fwans, wild-geefe, and all other kinds of 
water-fowl, come hither from the north, 
during the winter, and return to the nor¬ 
thern regions in the fpring. 

The ftaple of Guilan is raw lilk, of 
which they make great quantities, both for 
their own confumption and for exporta¬ 
tion. 

While we remained at Relhd, two am- 
bafladors arrived from the Aijuka Chan, 
Prince of the Kolmuck-Tartars, in their 
way to Ifpahan. 

November 9th, we left Reihd, and tra¬ 
velled through thick woods to the ihore, 
along which we kept to the left, in all a- 
bout five agatz, and then lodged in a fmall 
empty village. 

The 13 th, we proceeded fix agatz to a 
fmall town called Kefliker. This day the 
toad lay through pleafant woods. At fome 

diftance 
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diftance from fea we met with fome groves 
of orange trees, where we found bloSToms, 
ripe and green fruit on the fame tree. The 
great rains detained us fome days at Kefh- 
ker j during which a new Maymander ar¬ 
rived from Ifpahan, who arrefted the for¬ 
mer one for fome fault he had committed 
on the road. 

The 20th, we travelled from KeShker to 
the Shore three agatz, and halted a little ; 
then along the fliore four agatz farther j 
and at midnight reached an empty village j 
a difagreeable circumftance, after marching 
in conftant rain the whole day, which had 
rendered the rivers almoft. impaflable to 
camels. 

From the 21ft to the 27th, we advanced 
along the Shore. The roads were very 
good. At laft we came to a town called 
Aftara, where we halted for refreshment. 
There is nothing remarkable about this 
place, except its pleafant Situation. 

December ift, we reached Siarakent, a 
large village. And next day Langgara, 
Situated on the Shore at the mouth of a ri¬ 
ver, 
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ver, an agatz diftant from the former. 
And the 3d to Kyzillagatch, five agat2 
from Langgara. This day we pafled a- 
long feveral large bridges, over very deep 
rivers. In great rains, and ftrong norther¬ 
ly winds, thefe rivers fwell above their 
banks, and, fpreading to a great extent 
round the bridges, render them impaf- 
fable. 

The 5th, we travelled five agatz to 
Tzamachava. 1 was furprifed at the great 
flocks of water-fowl near this place: fo nu¬ 
merous were they that one of our people 
killed eight geefe at one difeharge. 

The 7th, we entered the plains of Mu- 
gan. I deferibed what feemed moft re¬ 
markable in this defert, when going fouth- 
ward, and (hall not recapitulate any thing 
I formerly obferved. The road was very 
good. We lodged at the river Bulgara, 
fix agatz from Tzamachava ; the water of 
the river is muddy and brackifli. Next 
day we advanced feven agatz, and lodged 
again in tents; for there are no houfes in 
Vol. I. X this 
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this plain, and only pit water, very brack- 
iih. 

On the 9th, we travelled feven agatz to 
forhe fmall huts, beyond the river Kure, 
which we palled on a bridge of boats. We 
palTed this river about a day’s jburney a- 
bove this place, in going to Ifpahan, when 
I made my remarks upon it. Seven agatz 
from thefe huts Hands a place called Kara- 
kurody, the laft ftage in the defert, where 
we lodged on the I ith. 

The 12th, we arrived at Shamachy, five 
agatz from the laft ftage. Since the time 
we left this place, it had fufiered grievouf- 
ly by the plague, which raged here all the 
preceding fummer. It was now much a- 
bated, though not quite extinguilhed. This 
was a difagreeable circumftance, many of 
our people were fickly, and two of them 
died of the diftemper ; for the empty 
houfes, where the Perfians had died, not- 
withftanding every precaution, particularly 
fmoking the walls, ftill proved infectious. 
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I was informed, that about feventy thou* 
fand perfons had been carried off by the 
peftilence within the laft eight months, in 
Shamachy and the province of Shirvan. 

The 15th, my old acquaintance, Mon- 
lieur Yeiifky the Danizicker, whom I for¬ 
merly mentioned, came to vifit me. He 
was fo altered by ficknefs that I fcarce 
knew him. He told me what difmal ha- 
▼ock the plague had made, particularly in 
his own family. I aiked, why he did not 
retire to the country for better air ? His 
anfwer was, whither could he fly from 
God Almighty ! This I find to be the ge¬ 
neral opinion of the Mahometans, both 
Perfians and Turks. The fame day I had 
a vifit from Father Backond, the only mif¬ 
fionary at prefent in thefe parts, his com¬ 
panion, Father Ricard, being dead of the 
plague. 

The feafon being now far advanced, it 
became proper to pitch on fome place for 
winter-quarters. The terrible peftilence 
which had prevailed fo long, and with fuch 

deftrudion, 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



I 


164 A JOURNEY 1718. 

deftrudion, greatly detered us from chuf¬ 
fing this place. The fuperior convenience, 
however, of it, the prefent abatement of the 
plague, and chiefly becaufe a province is 
not obliged to fupport the expence6 of an 
ambaflador till he arrives at the capital, 
and feveral other reafons, determined us to 
winter at Shamachy. 

January 15th, 1718, the chan came tq 
town from the country, where he had been 
all the laft fummer. 

The 21 ft, the ambaflador paid the chan 
a vifit, which was returned the 25 th. 

Nothing material happened during the 
winter; only we often heard of the bad 
fuccefs of the Shach’s forces, which were 
fent to Chandahar againft the rebel Mery 
Mahmut, and of many incurfions into the 
Perfian provinces, made by the mountain* 
eers who inhabit between the Black and 
Cafpian Seas. 

March 10th, one of our gentlemen, 
Monfieur Lopuchin, was fent away by 
}and to Aftrachan, with an elephant and 

all 
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•11 the horfes, He was cfcorted by thirty 
Ruffian foldiers, and Tome Aftrachan Tar¬ 
tars. In bU march, between Derbent and 
Terky, he was attacked by fome hundreds 
pf the mountaineers, called ShaffkaHs, who 
killed one man and two horfes, and wound¬ 
ed feveral men and the elephant. Meet¬ 
ing, hoyrever, with a warm reception, they 
thought proper to retire, but carried off 
three of the horfes. The gentleman arrived 
fafe, without any further misfortune, at 
Aftrachan. 

April 14th, Grips, commanded by Captain 
Jtentle, arrived at Niezabatt, in order to 
tranfport the ambaffador to Aftrachan. He 
could not, however, proceed immediately 
to embark, for we were obliged to wait for 
an anfwer to an exprefs, which the chan 
had defpatched to Ifpahan on affairs of im¬ 
portance, which did not return till the end 
of May. All of us impatiently defired to 
leave Shamachy before the great heat came 
on. In the mean time, we diverted our- 
felves with bunting. I went often to fee 

the 
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the filk-worms feeding on mulberry leaves. 
The inhabitants were apprehenfive that the 
plague would break out again in the fuDi¬ 
mer ; and we had already buried twenty- 
two of our people fince our arrival on the 
frontiers of Perfia. 

On the night of the eight of May, there 
was fuch flafhes of lightning, as had not 
happened in the memory of man ; though 
the night was dark, 1 could plainly lee the 
cattle in the adjacent fields, by means of 
the corufcations; the lightning was accom¬ 
panied with dreadful claps of thunder, 
which lafted above two hours. 


CHAP. 




Digitized by v^.ooQle 



i 7 i8. T6 ISPAHAN. 167 


CHAP. VIII. 


From Shamachy to St Peter/burgh. 


J UNE 16th, we left Shamachy, and in 
four days arrived fafe at Niezabatt, 
where we found Ships waiting to receive us. 

On the 21 ft, we began to load the veSTels 
with all pofilble defpatch, which was foon 
accomplished by the ailiftance of fome Rufe 
foldicrs, who had wintered at this place. 
Since I have mentioned thefe foldiers, I 
ihall briefly relate how they happened to 
be on this coaft. 

The people of Chiva, a territory (fee p. 
48 .) eaftward from the Cafpian Sea, having 

feveral 
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feveral times robbed and plundered Tome 
caravans* of Ruffian merchants going to Bu- 
charia, his Czarifh Majefty determined to 
fend a fmall body of regular troops, and 
fome Coflacks, to demand fatisfa&ion for 
fuch outrages committed in time of peace. 
For this purpofe, Mr Beckvitz* a captain 
of the guards, who was appointed to com¬ 
mand in this expedition, repaired to Aftra- 
chan, in fummer 1716, in order to make 
all the neceflary preparations againft next 
fpring. Having accordingly embarked his 
men, provifions, and ammunition, at the 
proper feafon, he fleered his courfe along 
the Cafpian Sea, and landed at a place cal¬ 
led Krafna-vooda, i. e. red water, as near 
to Chiva as he conveniently could. This 
place was barren and uninhabited. Having 
therefore moored his tranfports, he erected 
a fmall fort to fecure his retreat, in cafe of 
accidents. 

In the mean time, he fent a friendly 
meflage to the chan of Chiva, to notify his 
arrival, and to defire that he would furnifh 

him 
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him with provifions and quarters for his 
men; for which he offered to pay ready 
money. The crafty ^Tartar returned for 
anfwer* that he might come to Chiva with 
the greateft fafety, where all his demands 
Humid be granted. At the fame time, fent 
him a prcfent of fruits and frelh provifions, 
and guides to condudt him on the road, 
accompanied with the higheft expreflions 
of refpeft to his Czarilh Majefty. Mr 
Beckvit2 having left about three hundied 
men in the fort, to guard the camp and 
provifions, proceeded with the reft, and a 
few field-pieces, towards Chiva. 

In three or four days he arrived in the 
neighbourhood of the town, where he was 
met by feveral of the chiefjs, who came 
with compliments from the chan, and to 
fettle matters relative to the cantonment of 
the foldiets. This particular was difficult 
to adjuft. 

Mr Beckvitz infilled* that all his men 
ihould be quartered in the town, and no¬ 
thing but infatuation could have influenced 
Vol. I. Y him 
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him to alter fo prudent a refolution. But 
the Tartars ftarted many objections again ft 
putting it in execution, and pretended that 
the chan and themfelves were willing to 
agree to it, but the people were averfe, and 
jealous of haying fo many armed men 
lodged within their walls j and therefore 
they propofed, as a means of quieting the 
minds of the people, that he ftiould feparate 
his men, in order to be quartered more con¬ 
veniently in the adjacent villages, and that 
himfelf ffiould have lodgings in the town, 
with a fufficient guard to attend him. This 
motion was ftrongly oppofed by all the old 
officers, who looked on it as a ftratagem 
laid for their deftru&ion. And fuch in 
reality it proved in the end. t 

Mr Beckvitz, deluded by falfe promifes, 
at laft confented to canton his men. x No 
fooner were they divided into fmall parties, 
than they were inclofed, and attacked by 
great numbers of Tartars, and moft of 
them either killed or taken prifoners, who 
were afterwards fold for Haves. A few of 

them 
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them taking the alarm, Hood to their arms, 
and made a brave defence for fome time, 
endeavouring chiefly to regain their camp 
and (hips; but having a barren defert to 
pafs, and the Tartar horfe harafling them 
day and night, they were at laft obliged to 
fubmit to fatal neceflity. The imprudence 
of the general was the foie caufe of all 
thefe misfortunes j for, being in no want 
of provifions or ammunition, had he only 
kept his men together, the whole combined 
power of thefe Tartars could not have pre¬ 
vented his regaining the camp and {hipping. 

The camp was next attacked by the Tar¬ 
tars j but they were repulfed by the garri- 
fon, which having now intelligence of 
what had patted at Chiva, demolithed the 
fort, reimbarked the men and (lores, and 
fet fail for Aftrachan. The feafon was 
now too far advanced to gain that port; 
this circumftance, together with hard gales 
of contrary winds, obliged them to put into 
Niezabatt, in order to pafs the winter. 
Here they were hofpitably received by the 

Per- 
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Perfians; and the prefence of the ambafla- 
dor at Shamachy contributed greatly to 
the relief of thefe poor unfortunate people. 

Unhappy Beckvitz himfelf happened to 
be taken prifoner. He was. fent for to the 
chan’s tent, on fome pretence of bufinefs, 
where they firft (truck off his head, then, 
after venting their barbarous rage on his 
dead body, they flayed it, and, having 
fluffed the (kin with ftraw, placed it, a 
mil'erable fpedacle, on one of the city gates. 

This unfortunate gentleman was the fon 
of a petty prince, or chief of a tribe kt 
Tzerkeflia, and had been fent to Ruflia in 
his infancy, as a hoftage for his father’s 
fidelity. 

Being now on the point of departing 
from Perfia, called by the Perfians Iran, 
and alfo Pharfiftan, I (hall clofe what I 
have to offer regarding that country, by 
giving a lift of the principal officers of ftate 
who attend that mighty monarch at the 
megilifs, i. e. public audience of ambaffa- 
dorsj they fit in the hall of audience ac¬ 
cording 
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cording to their refpe&ive ranks, and have 
all of them, on thofe occafions, magnificent 
capes, and robes of Hate, kept in the King’s 
wardrobe for that purpofe. 


% 


1. The 

2. 

3 - 


4- 

5 * 

6 . 


7 - 

8 . 


?• 


10. 


ij. 


Etmadowlett, prime minifter. 

Spaflelaar, general in chief. 

Kurtfy Bafha, general of 12,000 
men. 

Kular-agafly, diredor of the 
prifons, 

Tfengy Bafha, general of muf- 
keteers. 

Ifhek-agafly Bafha, mafler of 
ceremonies. 

Divan Begg, chief juflice. 

Toptfhy Bafha, mafler of the 
ordnance. 

Vaggian Aviz, fecretary of 
flare. 

Merifh-kaz Bafha, grand fal¬ 
coner. 

Dgevedar Bafha, general of the 
artillery. 

12. 
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12. The Milachurd Balha Giloff, mafter 

ofhorfe. 

13. Milachurd Yafly Baiha, mafter 

of the field-horfes. 

14. Kolopha. 

15. Mamalek, comptroller of the 

houfehold. 

16. Kchafla, cabinet fecretary. 

17. Nazyr Daftar, fteward of the 

houfehold. 

18. Vifir Ifpahan, chief magi ft rate 

of Ifpahan. 

19. Vifir Kurtfy, general of horfe. 

20. Vifir Rule. 

21. Chafnadar Balha, chief treafu- 

rer. 

22. Kaliphar Kaihkar, chief judge 

in civil affairs. 

23. Doroga Taftar, judge of the 

city. 

24. Sachapt Tauchtzy. 

25. Sachapt Narvifs, chief aftrolo- 

ger. 

26. Hakim Baiha, chief phyfician. 

The 




Digitized by v^,ooQle 



17*8. TO ISPAHAN. iy$ 

The following officers attend the Shach 
wherever he goes. 

i. The Ibrahim Aga, chief of the eu¬ 
nuchs. 

а. Yeulh Bafha, chief of the white 

eunuchs. 

3. Achmet Aga, chief of the black 

eunuchs. 

. 4. Klitch Kurtfliy, fword-bearer. 

5. Tzatyn Ba£ha, quiver-bearer. 

б . Saddach Kurtfliy, bow-bearer. 

7. Tfang Kurtfliy, mufket-bearer. 

8. Dgid Kurtfliy, dart-bearer. 

9. Kalchan Kurtfliy, target-bearer. 

The following are the chief doctors of 
the law of Mahomet. 

1. Sadyr Chafla, the fame office in Per- 

fia as that of the Mufti in Turkey* 

2. Sadyr Mammalek. 

3. Fazyl. 

4. Shach Iflam. 

5. Chazy. 

6. Mullah Baflia. 

7. Mu- 
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7. Mudarafs. 

8. Pifhnamafh. 

9. Mutaftiett Baiha. 

10. Moafham Bafha. 

Thefe are the principal ; befides whom, 
there are*many other officers, too numerous 
to recite. With the foregoing lift I clofe 
what I have to fay regarding Perfia. 

The 26th, we fet fail from Niezabatt 
with a fair wind at fouth-eaft, which tailed 
only a few hours; after which we were 
becalmed for three days. 

July 2d, the wind became again fair, 
and carried us, with a genile breeze, out 
of the deep water into foundings; but turn¬ 
ing contrary, we came to anchor in thirty 
fathom water, where we lay till the loth, 
when it blew a very hard gale, which drove 
us from our anchors out to fea ; and, con¬ 
tinuing for two days, brought us again in 
fight of the Periian fhore, which was at this 
time no very agreeable objed. 

The 
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The 13th, the wind chopped about fa¬ 
vourable, and fo continued, with little va¬ 
riation, till the 18th, when we arrived fafe 
at Aftrachan, to the great joy of all our 
company. 

September 7th, leaving Aftrachan, we 
failed up the Volga. Our progrefs, con¬ 
trary to the courfe of the river, was very 
flow and tedious. In calms the boats were 
drawn up by men, who went upon the 
banks j but in hard gales, we were obliged 
to haul them near the fide, and lie ftill. 

October 12th, after a voyage of five 
weeks, we arrived at the town of Saratoff, 
about eight hundred verft diftant from A- 
ftrachan. The winter drawing on, pre¬ 
vented our farther progrefs by water. We 
therefore unloaded, and difcharged the 
boats, being refolved to remain here till the 
fnow fell, when we might proceed by land 
in fledges. , 

November ift, there had now been a lit¬ 
tle fall of fnow, fufficient to fmooth the 
Vol. I. Z roads. 
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roads, and this day we fet out from Saratoff 
in fledges. 

The 3d, we came to a little town called 
Petrofky, about ninety verft from Saratoff. 

The 8th, we came to a large town called 
Penze, ninety verft from the former. As 
we advanced to the north, the froft and 
fnow daily increafed, which made the 
roads very fmooth and eafy. Before we left 
this place, a fudden rain obliged us to 
halt a few days. Here we met with Bri¬ 
gadier Kropotoff, who, with fome regi¬ 
ments of dragoons, had winter quarters at 
this place. 

The 14th, the froft and fnow returning, 
we fet out from Penze. 

The 15th, we reached Saranfky, eighty 
verft from the former. Here we found 
many Swedifh officers, taken at Poltava, 
who were well quartered in a plentiful 
country. 

The 17th, we left Saranfky, and the 21ft, 
arrived at Arzamafs, an hundred verft from 
Saranfky. 

The 
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The 14th) we came to Murum, 360 
verft from Saratoff, which I mentioned in 
going fouthward by water. From Saratoff 
to Pet/ofky, the country is fomewhat dry 
and barren ; but the reft of the country, 
through which we pafled, is very fruitful, 
producing all kinds of corn, fine woods, 
particularly of oaks, interfperfed with many 
villages; and the face of the country, con- 
ftantly varied by plain and gently rifing 
grounds, affords a moft beautiful profpedt. 
From Murum we came to the town of 
Wolodimir, an hundred and thirty verft 
from Murum. This place is large and 
well peopled, and famous for being for¬ 
merly the refidence of a great prince of the 
fame name. 

The 30th, we arrived fafe at the city of 
Mofco, an hundred and forty verft from 
the former, and feven hundred and feventy 
from Saratoff. 

December 19th, we proceeded towards 
St Peterfburgh, where we arrived on the 
30th. Nothing material happened during 

our 
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our return through Ruflia, and what was 
moft remarkable in the country 1 deferibed 
in going fouthward. I cannot help taking 
notice of an extraordinary cafe of one of 
our people, in an exceffive cold night* 
The fellow, expecting to banifh all feeling 
of cold from himfelf, drunk a large quan¬ 
tity of fpirits, which produced a drowfinefs, 
that ended in fleep in an open fledge. 
On arriving at a village, the perfon was 
found ftiff, fpeechlefs, and apparently quite 
dead ; but being carried to a brook hard 
by, and plunged feveral times in the wa¬ 
ter, and then rubbed with fnow, and 
brought into a warm room, with proper 
regimen he loon recovered, and was able 
to proceed next day. 

I fiave often obferved, in other inftances, 
that the ufe of lpiritous liquors in cold 
weather, is the worft of remedies; for, 
though they warm at firft, they leave a 
chilnefs behind them, not to be got clear 
of for a confiderable time. 1 have found 
by experience nothing preferable to weak 

warm 
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warm liquors, mixed with a little fpirits. 
The Ruffian travellers carefully avoid the 
exceffive ufe of brandy in ftrong frofts. 

Thus I have finilhed my account of a 
long, tediou8,and dangerous journey* which 
laded for three years, attended with many 
difficulties, not eafily conceived by thofe 
who have not travelled the fame road. At 
our return to St Peterlburgh, we found his 
Majefty at that place, who, I was informed, 
was well fatisfied with the conduft of his 
ambaflador, whofe principal errand was to 
cultivate and cement amity, and a good 
correfpondence, between the two crowns of 
Rulfia and Perfia. 

Notwithftanding the war with Sweden 
had continued near twenty years, this ac¬ 
tive monarch had npt negle&ed, nor even 
fufpended, the building and adorning his 
new capital. During my abfence, the ap¬ 
pearances of things were fo changed, that 
I could fcarce imagine myfelf in the fame 
place; fo furprifing was the alteration in fo 
(hort a time. Betides, this Prince had fit¬ 
ted 
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ted out a navy of thirty Hups of war, and 
three hundred gallies: Intcrprifes which 
might have been the work of ages, but not 
Superior to the Angle induftry and a£tivity 
of Peter the Firft, 
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Names of the principal perfons who com - 
poftd the train of the Ambajfador , 

Leoff Vaffilovich IfmaylofF. 

Secretary of the Embafly, 
Laurence de Lange. 

The Ambaflador’s Secretary, 

Ivan Glazunoff. 

Gentlemen of the Embafly. 

Kneaz Alexander Safeckin, 

Nicolaus de Pauli Kreflitz, 

Lukian NeflerofF, 

Alexie Divoff, 

David Grave, 

The Author of this Journal. 

Gregory, a Prieft. 

Interpreters, clerks, a band of mufic, 
valets, footmen, &c. in all to the number 
of about fixty perfons ; befides a troop of 
twenty-five dragoons, for our efcort from 
Toboloflcy to Pekin, and back. 
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CHAP. I. 

From St Peterjburgh to Foboljky , 
the Capital of Siberia . 

W HEN I ariived at St Peterfburgh 
from Ifpahan, I met with a very 
fenfible mortification, on finding that my 
very worthy friend, Dr Arefkine, was no 
more ; he died about fix weeks before my 
arrival. Not long after which, upon being 
informed that an embafly was preparing 
for China, and that his Majefty had nomi- 
Voi.. I. A a nated 
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nated Leoff Vaflilovich Ifmayloff, a gentle¬ 
man of a family very well known and 
much refpe&ed in Ruflia, and a captain of 
the guards, for that employment, I became 
very defirous of making that journey in 
his train. 

Upon my acquainting my very good 
friend, Artemy Petrovich Valenlky, with 
my defire, he, without lofs of time, recom¬ 
mended me to Leoff Vaflilovich Ifmayloff, 
the appointed ambaflador, in fuch a man¬ 
ner as produced, on all occafions, marks of 
friendfhip and regard for me, as well du¬ 
ring the journey, as alfo after our re¬ 
turn, until he died in 1736. 

The time between my return from Is¬ 
pahan and my fetting out for Pekin, I 
fpent with much fatisfa&ion with my 
friends and acquaintance at St Peterfburgh. 
Among whom I efteemed as fuch, not on¬ 
ly feveral worthy perfons of my own 
countrymen, as well in trade as in the fer- 
vice of his Majefty ; but alfo not a few of 
the Ruflian gentry, to whom I became 

l^npwq 
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known on occafion of my journey to Per- 
fia, and of whom I found many to be per- 
fons of much worth and honour. 

At length the prefents for the Emperor 
of China being got ready, as well as the 
ambaffador’s defpatches, I fet out from St 
Peterfburgh the 14th of July, 1719, in 
company with Meffieurs Lange and Grave, 
attended by a few fervants j the fir (l was 
a native of Sweden, and the other of Cour- 
land. We travelled to the city of Mofco 
in fmall parties, the more eafily to procure 
poft-horfes. The weather being very hot 
obliged us to make fhort ftages, confining 
us moftly to the mornings and evenings. 
Having in my Perfian journal defcribed 
what is moil remarkable on this road, I 
have nothing to add to what I have there 
obferved. 

Nothing material happened during our 
journey to Mofco, where we arrived on 
the 30th of July, and joined the ambafla- 
dor, who had arrived there two days be¬ 
fore, having pafled us on the road. We 

took 
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took up our lodgings at the houfe of Mr 
Belayof, near the triumphal arch. Here 
we fpcnt five weeks in preparing barks to 
go by water to Cazan, and necelfaries for 
fo long and unfrequented a road. This 
interval we pafled very agreeably, being 
invited to all the entertainments the place 
afforded. 

September 9th, having ihipped our bag¬ 
gage, and prepared every thing for our 
departure, we went ourfelves on board; 
and, after firing nine guns, rowed down 
the river Mofco. There is a fhorter way 
from Mofco to Siberia through Yaro- 
flave; but, as we were incumbered with 
heavy baggage, confifting chiefly of pre- 
fents from his Majefty to the Emperor of 
China, it was thought beft to proceed as 
far as poflible by water. 

Accordingly, we continued our courie 
down the Mofco river to Kolumna, then 
into the river Ocka ; and, palling Pere- 
flave-Refanfky, Murum, and other towns 
of lefs note, we arrived at Nifhna-Novogo- 

rod, 
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rod, fituated to the right hand, on a high 
bank of the Ocka, at its confluence with 
the Volga. Leaving Niflina, we entered 
the river Volga, and proceeded towards 
Cazan. 

After a voyage of fix weeks we arrived 
at Cazan on the 20th of October. We 
intended to have continued our route far¬ 
ther down the Volga to the river Kama, 
which falls into the Volga about fixty verft 
below Cazan, and then up the Kama to 
Solikamfky ; but the advancement of the 
. feafon, and the froft coming on apace, 
made us refolve to remain at Ca2an till the 
winter fet in, left we lhould run the ha¬ 
zard of being frozen up near lome unin¬ 
habited place on the Kama. 

In confequence of this refolution, the 
barks were difcharged, and we took up our 
lodgings in the city. Here I found many 
of my old friends and acquaintance, parti¬ 
cularly the Swedilh officers; among others. 
General Hamilton, General Rofen, and 
Baron Wachmaiter, who ftill remained 

prifoners 
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prifoners of war, regretting the hard fate 
of their long captivity. We (laid here a- 
bout five weeks, waiting for the fnow fal¬ 
ling to fmooth the roads, and in the mean 
time were employed in preparing fledges, 
and other neceflaries for our journey. Ha¬ 
ving formerly made my remarks on this 
route, and particularly on Cazan and its 
neighbourhood, I {hall now purfue our 
journey towards Siberia. 

November 24th, we fent off the heavy 
baggage ; but Monfieur Ifmayloff, with a 
few of the gentlemen, remained fome days. 
longer, becaufe it was difagreeable travel¬ 
ling on rough roads with loaded fledges. 
At laft, on the 28th, late in the night* the 
ambafiador quitted Cazan, keeping to the 
north-eaftward. There being many villa¬ 
ges on the road, we changed horfes as 
often as occafion required. 

The 29th, we travelled through woods, 
confiding chiefly of tall oaks, fir, and 
birch. This part of the country is very 
fruitful, producing plenty of cattle, com, 

and 
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and honey. The hives are not made like 
thofe in England ; the inhabitants take the 

f 

trunk of a lime-tree, afpin, or any foft 
wood, of about five or fix feet long ; ha¬ 
ving fcooped it hollow, they make a large 
aperture in one fide, about a foot in length 
and four inches broad ; they then fix crofs 
rods withjn the trunk for the bees to build 
upon, and, having done this, clofe up the 
place carefully with a board, leaving fmall 
notches for the bees to go in and out. 
Thefe hives are planted in proper places, 
at the fide of a wood, and tied to a tree 
with ftrong wythes, to prevent their being 
deftroyed by the bears, who are great de- 
vourers of honey. The wax and honey 
exported yearly from Cazan make a very 
confiderable article of trade. I have feen 
> above an hundred hives near one, village, 
and was informed, that they have a me^ 
thod of extrading the honey and wax 
without killing the bees, which tyould cer¬ 
tainly be worth knowing; but I was told 
it fo indiftindly, that I could not under¬ 
hand 
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ftand it, and had no opportunity of feeing 
it pradifed. 

The villages through which we palled 
were moftly inhabited by the Tzeremilh 
and Tzoowalh Tartars, whom 1 have for¬ 
merly mentioned. The three following 
days the roads were rough and narrow, ly¬ 
ing through dark woods, interfperfed with 
fome villages and corn-fields. We palled 
the Ick and feveral fmaller rivers, and then 
the Viatka, a pretty large one j all which 
difcharge themfelves into the Kama. 

After a tedious journey of fix days we 
came to a final 1 town called Klinqf, or 
more commonly Viatka, from the river of 
that name running near it. The fituation 
of this place is very pleafant, having round 
it corn-fields and fine pafture ; and the ri¬ 
vers in the neighbourhood abounding with 
great variety of filh. 

The country about Klinof is reckoned 
fo proper pafturage for Iheep, that his Ma- 
jefty ordered fome thoufands of German 
Iheep, moll efteemed for their wool, to be 
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bought and fent thither, with a view to 
eftablilh a manufactory at this place for 
clothing his army. He alfo caufed a Ger¬ 
man fhepherd to be engaged in his fervice, 
who is fettled here, and enjoys a confider- 
able falary. The flocks are already fo nu¬ 
merous, that 1 am perfuaded they will in 
time anfwer the end propofed. A thou- 
fand other inftances might be produced of 
the unbounded genius of this great and ac¬ 
tive Prince, who fpares no expence, and 
overlooks nothing that can contribute ei¬ 
ther to the honour or advantage of his 
empire. 1 cannot omit another feemingly 
inconflderable article j I mean pump-lea¬ 
ther. This commodity was formerly 
brought from England and Holland at no 
fmall charge ; to fave which, his Majefty 
gave orders to engage an Englilh tanner 
for a certain number of years, whom he 
fent to Cazan, where the belt hides are, to 
teach the natives the art of drefiing them. 
This fcheme has fully anfwered the end ia 
view, and produced abundance, not only 
Vol. I. B b #f 
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of pump-leather, but of every other kind 
of leather whereof that country hath any 
need. 

There being no verft-pofts on this, tho* 
on mod other roads in Ruffia, I compute 
the diftance between Cazan and Klinof to 
be about five hundred verft ; each verft 
jneafures one thoufand one hundred and 
fixty-fix yards and two feet Englifti. Here 
I met with feveral Swediffi officers, who 
pafled a folitary life in a pleafant and plen¬ 
tiful country. We halted one day to re- 
frefh ourfelves ; and the next, being the 
5th of December, we left the baggage to 
follow letfurely, and fet out again toward 
Solikamfky. On the 7th, we reached 
Kay-gorod, a final! town. We perceived 
the cold becoming daily more intenfe as 
we proceeded northward along the banks 
of the Kama. 

The 8th, we quitted Kay-gorod in a ve¬ 
hement cold. Though there was little 
wind, and a thick fog, the froft continued 
fo penetrating, that feveral of our people, 

who 
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who were mod expofed, had their fingers 
and toes frozen. Moft of them recovered 
by the common method of rubbing the 
numbed parts with fnow j but, had we not 
halted from time to time at villages to let 
them warm themfelves, they mull have 
perilhed by cold. On the 9th, we arrived 
at the town of Solikamfky, derived from 
Sole fait and Kama the river, on the banks 
of which it is fituated. Our arrival was a 
moft agreeable circumftance, as the pier¬ 
cing froft ftill prevailed. 

Solikamfky is a large and populous 
town, and the capital of a province of 
that name ; which is at prefent annexed 
to the government of Siberia. Its fitua- 
tion is very plealant, upon the eaftern bank 
of the Kama. This river is of great fame 
in thefe parts of the world. It rifes far to 
the north, and in its courfe receives the 
Parma, Pilva, Koyva, and many other ri¬ 
vers, which together form a mighty ftream, 
very nearly equal to the Volga, into which 
it difcharges itfelf, about fixty verft below 

the 
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the city of Cazan, and lofes its name. Its 
long courfe to the fouth-wed is now turned 
fhort, by the current of the Volga, and 
carried toward the fouth-ead. The Kama 
is well dored with variety of excellent fifh. 
On the banks are fine corn-fields and pa£> 
ture grounds, but often interrupted by 
thick woods, efpecially to the north. Thefe 
woods are docked with different kinds of 
game, and wild beads, natural to the cli¬ 
mate. 

Solikamfky is famous for having many 
fait-pits in its neighbourhood, the property 
of my worthy friend Baron Stroganof, by 
virtue of a grant from his Majedy. The 
Baron has brought thefe works to fuch per¬ 
fection, that he is able to ferve all Ruflia 
with fait, and could befides furnilh a con- 
fiderable quantity for exportation, were 
there any demand. The fait is of a brown- 
ifh colour, and very good of the kind. 

The common method of procuring this 
fait is as follows : They dig pits in the 
earth till they come to the falt-rock, which 

feems 
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feems to lie in thefe parts at a certain dis¬ 
tance from the Surface, as coals do in other 
places of the world. When the pit is fi- 
niftied, it is naturally, and of courfe, filled 
with water j which, ftanding for a conve¬ 
nient time, till it is fufficiently impregna¬ 
ted with the lalt, is then drawn out with 
pumps and other engines, and put into 
large iron caldrons, where it is boiled to 
a proper confidence ; when, the water 
being evaporated, the fait is left upon the 
bottom. 

I was informed of another curious and 
extraordinary procefs, by which they draw 
falt-water from a frefh-water river, which 
I cannot omit taking notice of. In the ri¬ 
vers near this place there is a mixture of 
falt-water arifing from the Springs, which 
either have their Source in the Salt-rocks, or 
run through them. It is the bufineSs of 
the inhabitants to diScover the places where 
theSe Springs empty themSelves into the ri¬ 
vers, which they do by diving, or Some 
other manner ; having done this, they 

make 
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make a large frame of ftrong thick balks 
or beams joined very clofe, about fifteen 
or twenty feet fquare, and of depth enough 
to reach the bottom of the river, while 
part of it remains above the furface; when 
the ice is very ftrong, they fink this ma¬ 
chine into the river, over the place where 
the fait fpring iflues, and drive ftrong piles 
of wood all around, to hinder its being 
forced from this pofition by the current, or 
by floating ice in the end of winter. Du¬ 
ring the winter, they draw out all the 
water, mud, and fand, contained within 
the machine, and fink it ftill deeper un¬ 
til it hath penetrated the bottom of the 
channel of the river, and prevented all 
further communication between it and the 
fait fpring. The frame is now filled on¬ 
ly with the fait-water, ifluing from the 
fpring, from whence it is drawn, and the 
fait extracted, as formerly defcribed. 
y However tedious and expenfive this 
procefs may feem, thefe people perform it 
with great readinefs and eafe j and, what is 

ftill 
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ftill more extraordinary, without regular 
inftrudtion in any art fubfervient to that 
purpofe, but by the mere force of natural 
genius. The Baron has a great number of 
hands conftantly employed in this fervice. 
And the woods for fewel are inexhauf- 
tible. 

When the fait is made, it is laid up in 
granaries, till the feafon of tranfporting it 
to Mofco, St Peterfburgh, and other pla¬ 
ces. The barks for this purpofe, called by 
the Ruffians lodia, are of a conftrudtion 
fomewhat uncommon. I have feen fome 
of them longer and broader than any firft 
rate man of war in England, and not one 
iron nail in the whole fabric. All of them 
are flat-bottomed, having one tall tree for 
a mad, and a fail of light canvals in pro¬ 
portion. To manage this mighty machine, 
fix or eight hundred men are neceflary. 
The rudder is nearly as long as the bark, 
and fo unwieldy, that fometimes it requires 
forty or fifty men to fleer it. They load 
thefe fhips very deep, and let them float 

down 
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down the Kama into the Volga; where, 
if the wind is not favourable, they are o- 
bliged to draw them, againft the dream, to 
the place of their deftination. 

I cannot leave Solikamfky without men* 
tioning the rich iron-mines in the country 
adjacent, at Kathenaburg, and other places 
of that diftriCt, which produce iron, equal 
perhaps in quality to the bed in the world. 
Thefe works have of late been brought to 
great perfection, by the fk.il! and indefati¬ 
gable indudry of Mr Demidof, a native of 
Ruffia, enabled and encouraged to carry 
them on by a beneficial grant from his Ma- 
jefty, who is always ready to affid and pro¬ 
tect thofe who, by their ingenuity, form 
projects to the advantage of his country. 

Thefe works, I am informed, are dill 
capable of great improvement. The ore is 
very good, and rifes in many places to the 
very furface of the earth, and may be dug 
at a ftnall expence. As for wood to fmelt 
it, no place in the world can have greater 
advantage. Befides, all the machines may 

be 
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be driven by water j and there is an eafy 
communication by the rivers to St Peterf- 
burgh, for exportation, and to many other' 
parts of Rufiia, for inland confumption. 

In thefe mines are often found magnets 
of various fizes. I have feen fome of them 
very large, and of high virtue. 

. There are feveral other iron-works in 
Rufiia; for inftance, at Tula, Olonitz, and 
other places ; but the metal is of an infe¬ 
rior quality to that of Siberia. Betides thefe 
of iron, there are alfo rich mines of excel¬ 
lent copper at this place, which, being late¬ 
ly difcovered, are capable of great improve¬ 
ment. The copper-ore alfo rifes to the 
very furface. 

In the neighbourhood of Solikamfky is 
found the foflil called albedos ; of which is 
made a kind of cloth like linen, that may 
be put into the fire, and taken out again, 
unconfirmed. This cloth was known a- 
mong the ancients, and afed by them on fe¬ 
veral occafions. At prefent, it goes by the 
name of the incombudible linen. 

. Vol. I. C c The 
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The albedos, like many both curious and 
ufeful difeoveries, was found,out by mere 
accident in thefe parts. I fliall briefly relate 
in what manner : A certain huntfmaa 
being about te load his fowling-piece, and 
wanting wadding, obferved a great done in 
the woods, which Teemed to have fome 
flakes upon it like loofe threads ; he foon 
found that, by rubbing, it turned into a Toft 
downy fubftance fit for his ufe: He therefore 
filled his pocket with it; but, having fired 
his piece, was furprifed to fee that the gun¬ 
powder had no effect upon the wadding. 
This raifed his curiofity fo far, that he 
kindled a fire on purpofe, into which he 
put the albedos ; but dill took it out en¬ 
tire, and of the fame ufe as formerly. This 
experiment fo frightened tjbe poor fportf- 
tnan, that he imagined the devil had ta¬ 
ken pofleflion of the fofiil. On return¬ 
ing home, he narrated what had happened 
to the pried of the pariih, who, amazed at 
the relation, repeated it fo frequently, that 
£t lad he told it to a perfon who was ac- 
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qnainted with that quality peculiar to the 
afbeftos ; and, on examination, found the 
flakes to be that foflil. 

The weather is much colder at Solikam- 
fky than at other places fituated feveral de¬ 
grees nearer to the north polei Perhaps 
its great diftance from any part of the o- 
cean may be partly the caufe of the excef- 
five cold which fometimes prevails. 

December 10 th, the ambaflador took 
poft-horfes, and fet out for Tobolfky, lea¬ 
ving the baggage to follow as fliould be 
moft convenient. About midnight we came 
to a village called Martinfky j here having 
changed horfes, we fodn reached the moun¬ 
tains named Verchaturlky-gory, where we 
found the fnow very deep, and a ftrong 
froft ftill continued. We kept on our jouf- 
ney, afcending and defending thefe high 
and fteep mountains for the fpace of fifteen 
hours. In fuch of the valleys as are fit for 
culture, are found Ruflian villages well 
peopled. And, where the woods are cut 

down, 
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down, there appeared a beautiful landfcape, 
even at this bleak feafon. 

Thefe mountains divide Ruflia from Si¬ 
beria. They run in a ridge from north to 
fouth, inclining a little to the eaft and weft 
of thefe 'points. They are quite covered 
with wood, confiding of tall firs of differ^ 
ent kinds, larixes, birch, and other trees 
natural to the climate ; and abound with 
game, and various kinds of wild beads. 
Their length, from north to fouth, I can¬ 
not afcertain ; but compute their breadth, 
where we palled, to be about forty Englilh 
miles. But they are not near fo high as 
the mountains I have feen in Perfia, and 
other parts of the world. 

Having pafled thefe mountains, we de¬ 
fended, on the nth, into a country finely 
varied with plains and rifing grounds, in- 
terfperfed with woods, villages, corn-fields, 
and padurage; and, in the evening, reach¬ 
ed the town called Verchaturia, from verch, 
which fignifies high, and Tura the name of 
the river on which the town Aands. This 
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river is navigable, and runs to the eaft till 
it empties itfelf into the Tobol. Vercha-* 
turia is pleafantly fituated upon a rifing 
ground, and fortified with a ditch and pal- 
lifades. It is governed by a commandant, 
who has under him a garrifon, confining of 
fome regular troops and Coflacks. What 
makes Verchaturia confiderable, is its being 
a frontier town, and commanding the only 
entry from Ruflia into Siberia. Here is a 
cuftom-houfe, where all merchants are obli¬ 
ged to make entry of what fums of money 
or merchandife they carry into Siberia, or 
from Siberia into Rufiia ; on all which is 
charged a duty of ten per cent, to his Ma- 
jefty. Though this impoft may appear 
high, it is really very moderate, confider- 
ing the profits which the trade yields, and 
it extends only to the money to be employ¬ 
ed in traffic ; for every merchant is allow¬ 
ed a certain fum for his expences, free of 
all duty. 

The country adjacent to Verchaturia is 
inhabited by a race of people called Vo 4 - 
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gullitz, who differ in language, drefs, and 
manners* from any nation I ever faw< 
Their features and perfons have a refem- 
blance of the Tzoowalhians near Cazan.- 
They have fome obfcure notions of the 
Deity, and are very fond of a kind of wi¬ 
zards called Shamans, whom they hold in 
great efteem. I (hall have occafion to fpeak 
more fully of thefe Shamans afterwards. 
The Vogullitz know nothing of agricul¬ 
ture, but live in huts in the woods, and 
fubfift by hunting and filhing. They are 
an honed inoffenfive people; but not very 
numerous; arifing, perhaps, from their 
unfocial and uncomfortable manner of life. 
The Archbifhop of Tobolfky hath of late, 
by k his pious labours, converted many of 
them to Chridianity ; who now begin td 
build houfes, and cultivate fome appear¬ 
ance of fociety ; and probably, in time, the 
red will follow fo laudable an example. 
This, however, will depend much on the 
encouragement they meet with, from the 
clergy and fub-governours of provinces. I 
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vifited them as often as any opportunity 
offered, both in their huts and houfes, and 
endeavoured to procure fome information 
about their original, or from whence they 
came to fettle in thefe northern parts, but 
Could obtain nothing fatisfa&ory on either 
of thefe heads. 

Before we enter Siberia, it will not be 
perhaps improper to give a fhort account 
of the fingular manner in which this moft 
extenfive country was difcovered by the 
Ruffians. 

About the beginning of the laft century, 
a certain Don-Coflack, named Yarmak Ti- 
motheovitz, being obliged, by fome acci¬ 
dent, to leave his native country, and ha¬ 
ving no means pf fubliftence, he, with a 
few accomplices, betook themfelves to rob¬ 
bing on the highways. He foon became 
famous and powerful; for he robbed only 
the rich ; and, by a generofity uncommon 
in fuch a character, liberally bellowed to 
fucli as were in want. He never killed, 
por even hurt any perfon, unlefs compelled 
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tp fuch outrages in his own defence. This 
behaviour fo raifed his reputation, that all 
the idle fellows in the country enlifted 
themfelves in his gang, proud to follow fo 
brave and enterprifing a leader. He became 
at laft fo troublefome, that the governours 
of the fouthern provinces fent out troops 
to apprehend him j but, being previoufly 
informed of the delign, he withdrew from 
the land, and procuring boats upon the 
Volga, commenced pirate on that river. 
Being attacked here alfo, he was forced to 
crofs the Cafpian Sea, and fhelter himfelf 
on the Perfian ftiore, where he pafled fome 
time under the difguife of a merchant. 
Being again difcovered, he was obliged, by 
the Perfians, to quit their coaft : And now 
his only refuge was to return to the Vol¬ 
ga, where he behaved with great circum- 
fpe&ion, often lurking in woods and villa¬ 
ges ; and, being in no want of money, paid 
the inhabitants liberally for every thing he 
needed. Forefeeing, however, that fuch a 
numerous gang could not be long copceal- 
v ed, 
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ed, he took the refolution of leaving the 
Volga, and (leered his courfe up the river 
Kama, at that time little frequented by the 
Ruffians, or any other nation ; here he 
hoped to find, at lead, a fafe retreat during 
the winter. Yarmak, therefore, with his 
followers, -amounting to the number of 
two hundred, continued their voyage up 
the Kama, till they were (lopped by the 
ice, at no great didance from a large vil¬ 
lage, now belonging to Baron Stroganof. 
The inhabitants were alarmed at the fight of 
fo many armed men, whom they were not 
able to oppofe, and therefore gave them an 
hofpitable reception. Yarmak demanded 
only provifions and winter-quarters for his 
money, promifing to leave them unmo- 
Iefted next fpring. In confequence of this 
declaration, he and his followers pafied the 
winter very quietly in this remote place j 
afraid, however, at the approach of fum- 
roer, of being difcovered by the govern¬ 
ment, and uncertain what courfe to deer j 
it was at lad determined to crofs the moun- 
Vol. I. D d tains 
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tains of Yerchaturria, and go to the eaft- 
ward, in hopes of finding fome inhabited 
country, or at leaft a fafe retreat. ^ 

Having pafTed the mountains, they arri¬ 
ved at the river Tur ; and, finding it na¬ 
vigable, foon made a fufficient number of 
canoes for the whole gang. After rowing 
for fome days down the Tur, they difco- 
vered feveral villages of Mahometan Tar¬ 
tars, who were furprifed at the fight of 
fuch a number of ftrangers, of whom they 
had before never fo much as heard. Yar- 
mak having got what intelligence he could 
procure of the fituation and government of 
the country, purfued his voyage to the ri-_ 
ver Tobol, where he found the towns po¬ 
pulous, and the land well cultivated. His 
approach alarmed the King of the Tartars, 
who aflembled a numerous body of horfe 
and foot, armed with bows and arrows, 
lances, and other fuch weapons, with whom 
our adventurer had many fkirmifhes, and 
defeated great multitudes, by means of his 
fire-arms, which had never before been 

known 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



211 


1719. T O P E K I N. 

t 

known in thefe parts. The poor Tartars 
were as much amazed and terrified, at the 
fight of the Ruffians and their arms, as the 
inhabitants of Mexico on the arrival of the 
Spaniards in America, to which Siberia 
may, in many refpe£ts, be compared. 

Yartnak, finding his enemies daily more 
numerous the nearer he approached the re- 
fidence of the Tartar King; having aJfo 
* Joft many of his men, in continual encoun¬ 
ters, and fpent the greateft part of his am¬ 
munition ; knowing, befides, of no place 
of fafety, where he might paf 3 the winter, 
which is both long and fevere in this quar¬ 
ter j at laft determined to retreat. He 
therefore fleered his courfe to the weft, up 
the Tobol and Tur rivers. The furious 
Tartars gave him no reft, but harafied him 
perpetually from the banks. He himfelf 
and few more efcaped, with a confiderable 
booty, and returned to the village, where 
they wintered the preceding year. The 
inhabitants, on feeing the rich furs and o- 
ther fpoils, gave them a welcome reception. 

And 
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And Yarmak did not forget to difpenfe his 
favours liberally among thofe who had en> 
tertained him in his diftrefs, when he fled 
from juftice. 

Our adventurer had now time to refle& 
on his miferable circumltances. He confl* 
dered, that his lurking in thefe parts, tho* 
remote from any town, could not be long 
a fecret: To make another attempt againfl; 
the Tartars with a handful of men, ill pro* 
vided with arms and ammunition, might 
perhaps be ruinous, and certainly unfuc- 
cefsful. He therefore refolved to fubmit 
himfelf to his Majefty’s clemency, in hopes 
of obtaining a gracious pardon for himfelf 
and his accomplices, on condition of point* 
ing out the way to a rich and eafy conqueft 
of a country which he had lately difcover* 
ed. The propofal was made at court by a 
friend, and was of too great importance to 
be negle&ed. In fhort, Yarmak was 
brought to Mofco, under a fafe conduct, 
where he communicated the whole affair. 
He begged his Majefty’s pardon, and aiked 
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a certain number of troops, which he pro- 
xnifed to lead to a glorious conqueft. Hit. 
Majefty granted him a pardon, approved of 
the expedition, and gave immediate orders 
for the troops to attend him. They march¬ 
ed to Solikamfky, where they palled the 
winter in making preparations for the en- 
terprife, which was to be undertaken in 
the fpring. 

During this interval, Yarmak behaved 
with furprifing prudence and a&ivity, and 
difcovered himfelf to be a perfon of uncom¬ 
mon genius. He colle&ed fuch of his for¬ 
mer followers as remained, and formed 
them into a company, in whom he could 
confide on all occafions. 

At the proper feafon, the troops fet out 
towards Siberia. On coming into the in¬ 
habited part of the country, they found 
many draggling parties of Tartars in arms, 
ready to oppofe them, and a number of 
boats upon the rivers, full of armed men. 
The King of the Tartars himfelf was on 
board one of thefe veflels. This expedition 
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was of fhort duration ; and, in the iflue, 
fully anfwered the expedation of the Ruf¬ 
fians. I cannot omit a few particulars of 
the lad adion. The Tartars in the boats, 
being purfued by the Ruffians, a battle en- 
fued on the river Irtifh. Yarmak obfer- 
ving the hang’s barge, ordered his crew to 
board her j which he endeavouring to do 
at the head of his men, jumped ffiort, fell 
into the river, and was drowned, to the 
great grief of all his followers. Thus fell 
poor Yarmak ! Notwithftanding this mif- 
fortune, .the Ruffians gained a complete 
vidory.. The brave King of the Tartars 
loft his life in the adion. His fon, and 
the reft of, the royal family, were taken 
prifoners, and fent to Mofco, where they 
were honourably received by the Czar, and 
treated according to their quality. The 
prince had an extenfive property granted 
him in Ruffia, which the family enjoys to 
this day, together with the title of Sibiriky 
Czarevitz or Prince of Siberia; which, I 
believe, is a more generous treatment of 

the 
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the conquered than any of the mighty rao- 
narchs of Peru or Mexico, or any of their 
lineage, have experienced. 

December nth, we left Verchaturia, in 
deep fnow. The cold was exceffive, and 
the Iky clear. 

Next day, we came to a large village, 
having a few of the Vogullitz Tartars in 
the neighbourhood j and, the 13th, arrived 
at the town of Epantftiin. From Vercha¬ 
turia to this place the country is moftly 
covered with woods. About the villages 
there are large plains, for corn or paftu-u 
rage. The cattle are in good condition 
The horfes, particularly, being of the Tar¬ 
tar breed, are larger, and better fhaped, 
than ordinary, and fit for* any ufe. 

Epantftiin is but a fmall place, fortified 
with a ditch and pallifades, and defended 
by a few foldiers in garrifon. This place 
is fometimes alarmed with incurfions of the 
Tartars, called Koffatftiy-Orda, and Kara- 
Kalpacks ; but the Ruffians have of late fo 
fortified their frontiers, that thefe rovers 

appear 
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appear feldomer than formerly. Both thefe 
tribes are Mahometans, live always in 
tents, and fpread themfelves, with their 
flocks, in the great defert. Both are very 
numerous, and own fubje&ion to different 
chiefs, whom they call Batteer, which fig- 
nifies a hero. Thefe are chofen by them¬ 
felves, and are the molt famous among 
them for their abilities in military exploits. 
They are at continual war with the Kal¬ 
mucks, who inhabit along the Volga, and 
with all their other neighbours. They are 
not able to Hand againft regular troops; 
and, when attacked by them, retire into 
the wide defert, with their families and 
cattle, whither none, but people accuftom- 
ed to their manner of life, can follow 
them. 

The country of the Kara-Kalpacks, or 
Black-Caps, lo called from a kind of caps 
they commonly wear, turned up with 
black lamb-ikins, lies to the fouth-weft, 
towards the Volga. That of the Koflatlhy- 
Orda extends to the fouth-eaft, as far as 

the 
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the river Irtiffi. The courfe of this river 
1 ffiall have occafion to mention after¬ 
wards. 

The 14th, we came to a pretty large 
town, called Tumen, fituated upon the 
north bank of the river Tuma, front 
Whence the place takes its name. The 
banks of the Tuma are high and fteep; 
There is a very convenient wooden bridge 
at this place. The Tuma has its fource far 
to the weft, and, in its courfe, is augment¬ 
ed by the Tura, and fcveral other rivers. 
It continues to run to the eaft, till meeting 
with the Tobol, it lofes itfelf and name. 

The country between Epantfhin and 
Tumen begins to be more open, and better 
peopled, than that weftward of thefe pla¬ 
ces. For, befides the Ruffians, who make: 
the greateft part of the inhabitants, we 
meet with feveral villages inhabited by the 
dependents of the ancient Mahometans, 
who were natives of thefe places. Thefe 
Tartars fubfift by agriculture, and pafs their 
lives without care or difturbance, in the: 
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free exercife of their religion, and other 
privileges. 

Tumen is a pretty neat place, and well 
fortified. The ftreets are fpacious, and the 
houfes built in a ftraight line. The adja¬ 
cent country is covered with fine woods, 
interfperfed with villages, corn-fields, and 
pafturage j and provifions of all kinds are 
very plentiful. The merchants of this place 
have a confiderable trade in furs, particu¬ 
larly the Ikins of foxes and fquirrels ; 
which, indeed, are not fo valuable here as 
they are to the eaftward. 

* Early on the 15th, we left this place, 
keeping on our courfe along the banks of 
the Tuma, till we arrived at the river To¬ 
bol, which we crofled, and proceeded along 
the eaftern bank, through a fine country, 
and well peopled. Though the froft ftill 
continued ftrong, it was not near fo vio¬ 
lent and piercing as about Solikamiky; 
which may proceed from the woods being 
cut down, and the country cultivated. On 
the other fide of the river, indeed, the face 
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of the country appeared flat and morafly, 
abounding with tall and dark woods. 

The 16th, about noon, we were in fight 
of the city of Tobolfky, though difiant 
from us about twenty Engliih miles. It 
Hands upon a very high bank of the To¬ 
bol. The walls are white, and the crofles 
and cupolas of the churches guilded, and 
make a very fine appearance. About two 
o’clock we arrived fafe at the city of To¬ 
bolfky, the capital of this mighty pro¬ 
vince, and the refidence of the governour. 
We lodged in the broad-ftreet, leading to 
the governour’s palace, and the courts of 
juftice. 

We travelled between Tumen and To¬ 
bolfky, about two hundred and fifty verft, 
in the fpace of thirty hours. Sledges are 
the moll fimple and convenient machines 
for travelling on fnow that can be imagi¬ 
ned. And the perfon in the fledge may 
either fit, or lie along upon the couch, ac¬ 
cording to his inclination. 
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CHAP. II. 


Occurrences at 'Tobol/ky , Obfervations. 
on the Kalmucks , QjPr. a/ft/ y°f r ~ 
ney continued to Tomflzy. 


T OBOLSKY is fituatcd in latitude fifty- 
eight degrees forty minutes north, at 
the conflux of the Irtifh and Tobol. From 
this laft the city has its name. Both thefe 
rivers are navigable for feveral hundred 
miles above this place. The Irtifh, after 
receiving the Tobol, becomes a noble 
flream, and difcharges itfelf into the Oby. 
This fituation was chofen by the Ruffians, 
both for its ftrength and beauty. Formerly 
the Tartar princes had their abode at 3 
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place about thirty verft fouth from Tobol** 
iky, which is now negleded and ruinous. 

ToboUky is fortified with a ftrong brick- 
wall, having fquare towers and baftions at 
proper diftances, and is well furnifhed with 
military (lores. Within the town ftand the 
governour’s palace, courts of juftice, feve- 
ral churches built of brick, particularly a 
large cathedral, and the palace of the arch- 
biihop. From the walls you have a very 
extenfive profpedt of a fine country, efpe- 
cially to the fouth. To the Weft the land 
is alfo flat, and overgrown with tall woods. 
The inhabitants are chiefly Ruffians, of dif¬ 
ferent profeffions j many of them are mer¬ 
chants, and very rich, by the profitable 
trade they carry on to the borders of Chi¬ 
na, and many places of their own country. 

Thefe live moftly upon the hill. Under 
the hill, in the fuburbs, along the banks of 
the river, are feveral large ftreeis, called 
the Tartar-ftreets, occupied by the remains 
pf the ancient inhabitants of thefe parts. 
Jlpre^ as at other places, thefe people enjoy 

the 
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the free exercife of their religion, and 
the privileges of trade. They refemble, 
in their perfons, religion, language, and 
manners, the Tartars of Cazan and Aftra- 
chan. Their houfes are very cleanly. They 
are very courteous to drangers, and ef- 
teemed honed ; on which account they 
get great credit in their commercial affairs. 
Betides the fortification formerly mention¬ 
ed about the town, the whole fuburbs are 
furrounded with a ditch and pallifades. 

When we were at Tobolfky, Siberia was 
fuperintended by Mr Petrof Solovoy, vice- 
governour, a perfon well acquainted with 
the bufinefs of the government, and a Cap¬ 
tain of the guards. The former governour, 
Kneaz Gagarin, had incurred his Majefty’s 
difpleafure, and was recalled ; and his fuc- 
ceffor, Kneaz Alexie Michaylovitz Cher- 
kalky, a nobleman worthy of fuch an im¬ 
portant truft, was not yet arrived. 

As, in mod other towns through which 
we paded, we found here many Swediffi 
officers of difiinttion. Among others, 

Mon- 
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Monfieur Dittmar, formerly fecretary to 
Charles XII. King of Sweden. He was a 
native ‘of Livonia* ?md equally efteemed 
for his probity and capacity. He was much 
refpe&ed by the late governour, who, in¬ 
deed, was a friend to all thefe unfortunate 
gentlemen. They were allowed to walk 
about at large, a-hunting or fiflung, and 
even permitted to travel to other places, to 
vifit their countrymen. For my part, I 
jthink the greateft favour his Majefty {hew¬ 
ed thefe prifoncrs, was the cantoning them 
in thefe parts, where they may live well at 
a fmall expence, and enjoy all the liberty 
that perfons in their circumftances can ex- 
ped. 

I cannot but obferve, that the Swedilh 
prifoners, difperfed in mod of the towns in 
this country, contributed not a little to the 
civilizing the inhabitants of thefe diftant 
regions, as they were the means of intro¬ 
ducing feveral ufeful arts, which were al- 
moft unknown before their arrival. 

Many 
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Many of the officers, being gentlemen of 
liberal education, the better to fupport 
their tedious capitivity, devoted their time 
to the ftudy of the more agreeable and en¬ 
tertaining parts of fcience, particularly mu- 
lie and painting; wherein lbme of them 
attained to great perfection. I was prefent 
at feveral of their concerts, and was not a 
little furprifed to find fuch harmony, and 
variety of mufical inftruments, in this part 
of the world. 

They fometimes amufed themfelves with 
teaching young gentlemen and ladies the 
French and German languages, mufic, 
dancing, and other fimilar accomplifhmentsj 
whereby they gained many friends among 
the people of diftinCtion; a circumftance, to 
men in their frtuation,both honourable and 
ufeful. 

In Tobolfky there are always about five 
or fix thoufand regular troops, horfe and 
foot, befides a number of irregulars. Thefe 
troops, added to the natural ftrength of 
the place, effectually fecufe it from any 
attacks of the neighbouring Tartars. 

The 
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The woods and fields about ToboHky 
are ftored with all kinds of game natural 
to the climate ; fuch as the coq-limoge, 
coq-bruiere, and gilinots ; the laft are a- 
bout the fize of a partridge, their flelh is 
white, and very agreeable.- There is ano¬ 
ther kind of thefe gilinots, fomewhat larger, 
with rough feet, which, in the winter, 
turn white as a dove. Alfo the common 
partridge, which, on the approach of win¬ 
ter, flies off to more temperate climates; 
wood-cocks, a great variety of fnipes, 
which fly off in autumn, after having 
hatched their young. As for water-fowl, 
no country in the world can produce fuch 
numbers, and variety ; they are alfo birds 
of paflage. In my Perfian journal, I gave 
an account of the vail flocks of thefe fowls 
on the Ihores of the Cafpian Sea. 

Here alfo you meet with feveral kinds 
of fmall birds, about the fize of a lark, par¬ 
ticularly thofe called f now-birds. They come 
to Siberia in vaft flocks in autumn, and re¬ 
main till the fpring, When they difappear. 
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Many of them are white as fnow, fome 
fpeckled, and others all over brown. They 
are reckoned a very fine and delicious dhh. 

I obferved another very pretty bird, a- 
bout the fize of a thrufli, having beautiful 
red and yellow feathers in the wings and 
tail, with a tuft of brown feathers on its 
head, which it raifes at pleafure. Thefe 
are alfo birds of paflage j and, as they 
breed no where in Europe or Afia that I 
know of, perhaps both thefe and the fnow- 
birds may come to Siberia from the north¬ 
ern parts of America. This conje&ure 
will appear not improbable, when it is con- 
fidered, that thefe birds are of a hardy na¬ 
ture, and the flight not fo far as is generally 
imagined. 

In the woods are various kinds of wild 
beads j fuch as bears, wolves, lynxes, fe- 
veral forts of foxes, fquirrels, ermins, fa¬ 
bles, martins, and rofio-macks, called feel- 
frefs by the Germans. The furs are better 
of their kinds than thofe of any other 
country. The ermins commonly burrow 

in 
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in the open fields, and are caught in traps 
baited with a bit of flelh ; this is done on¬ 
ly in the winter, when they are altogether 
white, and the fur moil valuable. In fum- 
roer moft of thefe animals turn brown, 
when they are not killed, becaufe, at this 
feafon, the fur is of little ufe. There are 
alfo ottars in the rivers and lakes, whofe 
ikins yield a confiderable profit. Indeed, 
furs of all forts, in this country, are very 
profitable* At prefent, few fables are caught 
in this neighbourhood ; it is faid they fly 
from fmoke, which, perhaps, is partly true; 
yet I am apt to believe, that thefe poor a- 
nimals are chafed away towards the north, 
to the wild woods, on account of the high 
value of their fkins. 

The woods of Siberia abound alfo with 
venifon of feveral forts ; as elk, rain-deer, 
roe-buck, together with an incredible num¬ 
ber of hares> which change their colour, 
from brown in fummer to white in winter. 
The hares are generally caught by the 
country people in toils, more on account 

of 
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of their {kins than their flelh, of which 

they make but little ufe. The {kins are 

bought by the merchants, and fent, in great 

quantities to St Peterlburgh, and other 

» 

ports, in order to be exported to England, 
Holland, and other countries, where they 
are chiefly manufactured into hats. 

Having defcribed the land animals, I 
{hall now give fome account of the fifh. 
In my opinion, there are few countries in 
the world fo well watered, with fine navi¬ 
gable rivers and lakes, as Siberia; and few 
rivers and lakes produce greater quantities, 
or more variety, of excellent frelh water 
fifh, than thofe in this country. For, be- 
fides fturgeon, white-fifh, lierlet, and o- 
thers, to be found in the Volga, and the 
rivers in Ruflia, there are feveral kinds pe¬ 
culiar to this part of the world ; particu¬ 
larly the muchfoon, about the fize of a 
large carp, and much efieemed by perfons 
of delicate tafte. 

Southward from Tobollky the foil is 
fruitful, producing abundance of wheat, 
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rye, barley, oats, and other grain. The 
cattle alfo are very numerous, and in win¬ 
ter are fed with hay. In a word, provi- 
fions of all kinds are extremely reafonable. 
From wbat I have faid, it will appear, that 
Tobollky is by no means fuch a difagreea- 
ble place as is generally imagined. What¬ 
ever the opinions of mankind may be, it 
is the bufinefs of a traveller to defcribe pla¬ 
ces and things without prejudice or partia¬ 
lity, and exhibit them fairly as they really 
appear. This principle it lhall be my ftudy 
to keep always in view. 

Captain Tabar, a Swediih officer, was at 
this time writing a hiftory of Siberia. He 
was a gentleman vety capable for fuch a 
performance ; and, if it fhall ever be pu- 
blifhed, it cannot fail of giving great fatis- 
fadtion to the curious. 

Before I leave Toboliky, it will not be 
improper to give a ihort account of the fa¬ 
mous river Irtifh, that palTes this place. It 
continues its courfe a little to the eaft- 
ward of the north, in a ftrong but fmooth 
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current, vifiting feveral fmall towns and 
villages, and receiving many lefler dreams, 
and a large river called Konda, running 
eaftward, till it discharges itfelf into the 
Oby, at a town called SamariofSky-yaimn, 
about fix hundred verft below Toboliky. 

The Irtish takes its rife from a great 
lake, named Korzan, in a mountainous 
country, about fifteen hundred verft to the 
fouthward of TobolSky. The country a- 
bout this lake is inhabited by the Black 
Kalmucks, a mighty and numerous people, 
governed by a Prince called Kontayfha. 
From thefe the Kalmucks on the Volga are 
defcended. After the Irtish hath run for 
many miles through a hilly country cover¬ 
ed with wood' it paSTes through a fine fruit¬ 
ful plain, inhabited by the Kalmucks, till it 
comes to a houfe called Sedmy-palaty, or 
the Seven Rooms, Situated to the right in 
coming down the river. It is very furpri- 
fing to find fuch a regular edifice in the mid¬ 
dle of a defert. Some of the Tartars fay 
it was built by Tamerlane, called by the 
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Tartars Temyr-ack-fack, or Lame-temyr j 
others by Gingeez-chan. The building, 
according to the belt information 1 could 
obtain, is of brick or ftone, well finilbed, 
and continues ftill entire. It conlifts of 
feven apartments under one roof, from 
whence it has the name of the Seven Pa¬ 
laces. Several of thefe rooms are filled 
with fcrolls of glazed paper, fairly written, 
and many of them in gilt characters. Some 
of the fcrolls are black, but the greateft 
part white. The language in which they 
are written is that of the Tongufts, or Kal- 
mucks. While I was at Tobolfky, I met 
with a foldier in the ftreet with a bundle 
of thefe papers in his hand: He afked me 
to buy them; which I did for a fmall fum. 
I kept them till my arrival in England, 
when I diftributed them among my friends; 
particularly to that learned antiquarian Sir 
Hans Sloane* who valued them at a high 
rate, and gave them a place in his celebra¬ 
ted mufeum. 

Two 
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Two of thefe fcrolls were fent, by order 
of the Emperor Peter the Firft, to the 
Royal Academy at Paris. The Academy 
returned a tranflation, which 1 faw in the 
rarity-chamber at St Peterfburgh. One of 
them contained a commifiion to a lama or 
pried ; and the other a form of prayer to 
the Deity. Whether this interpretation 
may be depended on, I (hall not determine. 
The Tartars edeem them all (acred writings, 
as appears from the care they take to pre- 
ferve them. Perhaps they may contain 
fome curious pieces of antiquity, particu¬ 
larly of ancient hidory. Above the Sed- 
my-palaty, towards the fource of the Ir- 
ti(h, upon the hills and valleys, grows the 
bed rhubarb in the world, without the lead 
culture. 

Several days journey from the Palaces, 
down the Irti(h, on the wedein bank, 
(lands an old tower named Kalbazin(ha- 
balhna, or the tower of Kalbazin. Below 
this is the lake Yami£hoff, to the right, 
yvhcre the Ruffians have built a fmall fort, 

for 
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for the conveniency of making and gather¬ 
ing fait from that lake, great quantities 
whereof are made by the fun; it is brought 
in barks down the river to Tobolfky, 
and other places. This fort created fome 
jealoufy to the Kontaylha; he fent an am* 
baffador to the governour of Siberia, re- 
quefting to have it demolilhed ; but this 
demand not being granted, the difference 
came to an open rupture, the event of which 
time muff difcover. 

Defcending farther, you meet with ano¬ 
ther fettlement of the Ruffians, called She- 
lezinflcy, from a rivulet of that name in 
its neighbourhood. A little below Shele- 
zinfky hands Omufka, a confiderable town 
which alfo derives its name from a river. 
Both thefe places are fituated on the eaft- 
ern bank of the Irtilh. You now pafs 
fome inconfiderable places before you ar- , 
rive at Tara, a little town fituated on the 
weftern bank, on the road leading from 
Tobollky to Tomfky, through a country 

Vol. I. G g called 
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called Baraba, of which I fhall give fome 
account as we proceed to the eaft. 

Between Tara and ToboKky are a few 
fmall towns, and many villages, inhabited 
by Mahometan Tartars. And the country 
abounds with corn, cattle, and fine paftu- 
xage. 

I have now pointed out the courfe of 
the Irtifh till it reaches ToboKky, and from 
thence till it empties itfelf into the river 
Oby. I have nothing further to remark 
concerning ToboKky and the country a - 
round it, and fiiould therefore now purfue 
our journey to the eaftward ; but, before 
I leave this place, I imagine it will not be 
improper to fubjoin a few more particulars 
relative to the Kontayfha, Prince of the 
Kalmucks, whom I formerly mentioned. 
I' am the more inclined to do this, as I can 
entirely depend on my intelligence, having 
procured it from perfons who have been in 
that country, and feen this Prince ; but 
particularly from an ingenious and pene¬ 
trating gentleman, who fills a public office 

in 
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in this place, and was employed in feveral 
inefiages to him from the late governour of 
Siberia. 

The territories of this Prince are bound¬ 
ed by three of the moft potent empires in 
the world ; on the north by Ruffia, by 
China on the ead, and by the country of 
the Great Mogul to the fouth. From the 
two firft he is feparated by defert plains, 
and from the third by almod impaflable 
mountains. To the fouth-wed his fron¬ 
tiers reach near to Bucharia. The Kon- 
tayffia is a very powerful Prince, and able 
to bring irtto the field, at a fhort-warning, 
an hundred thoufand horfemen, who are all 
of them able-bodied men, well mounted, 
and armed with bows and arrows, lances and 
fabres. This is a greater number of horie 
than any Prince that I know can muder, 
except his Ruffian Majedy, and the Em¬ 
peror of China. Thefe Tartars live in tents 
all the year, removing from place to place, 
as called by neceffity or inclination. This 
is the mod ancient and pleafant manner of 

life. 
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life. It is entertaining to hear them com* 
miferate thofe who are confined to one 
place of abode, and obliged to fupport them* 
felves by labour, which they reckon the 
greateft flavery. 

The Kontaylha has always fome thou- 
fands of his fubjeds encamped near him- 
felf, who treat him with great veneration 
and refped. And, in juftice to him, it muft 
be confefied, that he is as'attentive to the 
inteiefts of his people j and as alliduous in 
the adminiftration of juftice, in particular, 
as if they were his own children. 

The Kalmucks are not fuch lavage peo¬ 
ple as they are generally reprefented j for 
1 am informed, a perfon may travel among 
them with greater fafety, both to his per- 
fpn and effeds, than in many other coun¬ 
tries. 

The Kontaylha received the deputies 
from the governour of Siberia, like ambaf- 
fadors from foreign Princes, and treated 
them accordingly. This lhows what high 
refped thefe Eaftern Princes entertain for 

his 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



1719* TO PEKIN. iyj 

his Czarifh Majefty, when the governour 
of Siberia is regarded as a fovereign. The 
ceremony on thefe occafions was as follows. 

The deputy with his fervants were ad¬ 
mitted into the tent, where the Kontayfha 
fat with his queen and feveral children a- 
bout him. He defired all of them to fit 
down on carpets or mats; for the Kal¬ 
mucks, like mod Afiatics, ufe no chairs. 
They were entertained with tea before din¬ 
ner ; and, after it, the Kontayfha difmified 
the deputy in a friendly manner, telling 
him, he would fend for him next day to 
receive an anfwer to the governour’s letter, 
which he pun&ually performed. This 
anfwer was exprefled in very plain and 
concife terms. Thefe Tartars in general 
write with brevity and perfpicuity. I have 
feen feveral of their letters tranflated, which 
pleafed me extremely, as they contained 
no tedious preambles, nor difgufting repe¬ 
titions, which ferve only to perplex the 
reader. 

The 
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The Emperor of China was fome time 
ago engaged in a war with the Kontayfha, 
about fome frontier towns, of which the 
latter took pofleflion, and maintained his 
claim with a ftrong army. The Emperor 
fent againft him an army of three hundred 
' thoufand men, under the command of his 
fourteenth fon, who is reckoned the beft 
general of all his children. Notwithftan- 
ding their fuperiority in numbers, the Kon¬ 
tayfha defeated the Chinefe in feveral ac¬ 
tions. The Emperor, at laft, thought it 
beft to accommodate the difference, and a 
peace was concluded, to the fatisfadion of 
both parties. 

It rauft be obferved, that the Chinefe, 
being obligecf to undertake a long and dif¬ 
ficult march, through a defert and barren 
country, lying weftward of the long wall, 
being alfo incumbered with artillery and 
heavy carriages, containing provifions for 
the whole army during their march, had 
their force greatly diminiftied before they 
reached the enemy. The Kontayiha, on 

the 
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the other hand, having intelligence of the 
great army coming againft him', waited pa¬ 
tiently on his own frontiers till the enemy 
was within a few days match of his camp, 
when he fent out detachments of light 
horfe, to fet fire to the grafs, and lay wafte 
the country. He alfo diftraded them, day 
and night, with repeated alarms, which, 
together with want of provifions, obliged 
them to retire with confiderable lofs. 

This method of carrying on war, by 
wafting the country, is very ancient among 
the Tartars, and pradifed by all of them 
from the Danube eaftward. This circum- 
ftance renders them a dreadful enemy to 
regular troops, who muft thereby be de¬ 
prived of all fubfiftence, while the Tartars, 
having always many fpare horfes to kill and 
eat, are at no lofs for provifions. 

1 have only to add, that the Kontayftia 
muft be the fame prince who, in our Eu¬ 
ropean maps, is generally called the Great 
Cham of Tartary. As no Europeans tra¬ 
vel through that country, thefe maps muft 

be 
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be very erroneous. It is, however, to be 
expe&ed, that the Ruffians will in time 
make a more complete difcovery of the 
eaftem parts of Alia. 

Our baggage did not arrive at Toboliky 
till the 23d of December. The people re- 
freffied themfelves till the 27th, when they 
again fet out, taking the road along the Ir- 
tiffi to Tara. The ambafiador and his re¬ 
tinue remained, to pafs the reft of the holi¬ 
days. 

January 9th, 1720, we proceeded to¬ 
wards Tara. We paffed through many 
Tartar villages, and at night lodged in one 
of their little huts, and warmed ourfelves 
at a good fire on the hearth. Thefe houfes 
confift generally of one or two rooms, ac¬ 
cording to the ability of the landlord. Near 
to the hearth is fixed an iron-kettle, to 
drefs the vi&uals. In one end of the a- 
partment is placed a bench, about eighteen 
inches high, and fix feet broad, covered 
with mats, or {kins of wild beafts, upon 

which 
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which all the family fit by day, and fleep 
in the night. The walls are built of wood 
and mofs, confiding of large beams, laid 
one above another, with a layer of moft 
between every two beams. All the roofs 
are raifed. A fquare hole is cut out for a 
window, and, to fupply the want of glafs; 
a piece of ice is formed to fit the place ex¬ 
actly, which lets in a good light. Two or 
three pieces will laft the whole winter; 
Thefe Tartars are very neat and cleanly^ 
both in their perfons and houfes. They 
ufe no doves, as the Rudians do. Near 
the houfe there is commonly a lhade for 
the cattle. 

We continued our journey along the 
banks of the Irtiflii having the river to thfc 
right or left, as the road lay from one Tar¬ 
tar village to another. 

The 15th, we reached Tara, a fmall 
town, reckoned about five hundred verd 
from Tobolfky. In all this road we did 
not meet with a Ruflian village, except a 

Vol. I. H h ftnall 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



A JOURNEY 


1720. 


242 

ftnall one near Tara. The country abounds 
with woods, corn-fields, and fine pafturage, 
which appeared fufficiently from the quan¬ 
tities of hay, and the good condition of the 
cattle, though the face of the country was 
covered with deep fnow. We found the 
air at Tara much milder than at any place 
fince we left Kazan. 

Tara is fituated on the Irtifh, and ford- 
fied with a deep ditch, ftrong palifades, and 
wooden towers, fufficient to defend it a- 
gainft the fudden attacks of the Tartars, 
called Koffatfhy-orda, who inhabit weft- 
ward of the Irtifh, and are very trouble- 
fome neighbours. 

Here we laid in provifions for our jour¬ 
ney over the Baraba, which fignifies, in the 
Tartar language, a marfhy plain. Its in¬ 
habitants are a mixture of different Tartar 
tribes, called Barabintzy, from the name of 
the country in which they live. They are a 
poor miferable people, being treated as fub- 
jedts both by the Emperor and the Contay- 
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fha, and obliged to pay a tribute, in furs 
and fkins of wild beafts to each. They 
have no grain nor cattle of any kind, 
except a few rain-deer, and fubfift by hunt¬ 
ing and fifhing. What fifh they confume 
not in the fummer are dried and fmoked 
for their winter prorifions. They are part¬ 
ly of the Mahometan, and partly of the 
Kalmuck religion ; but this difference cau- 
fes no difputes. 

It is generally reckoned, that more rob¬ 
beries are committed in Baraba than in 
any country on the road to China ; not 
by the natives, for they are very honeft and 
hofpitable, but by the Kalmucks, who come 
to collect tribute for the Kontayflia, who 
fometimes pick up travellers, and carry 
them off, with all their effedts. It was faid, 
that a ftrong party of them, having intel¬ 
ligence that the ambaflador was to pafs 
that way, waited to intercept him j on 
which account, he took thirty dragoons 
and fome Coflacks, from the garrifon of 
Tobolfky, to efcort him to Tomfky; which 
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was a fufficient guard againft any robbers 
who might attack us; and he knew the 
Kontayfha was too polite a prince to au- 
thorife his fubjetts to moleft any foreign 
minifter who had done him no injury, not- 
withftanding the differences that fubfifted 
between him and his Gzarilh Majefty. 

Our baggage having waited at Tara till 
our arrival, we left that place on the 18th; 
and next day came to a large Ruffian vil¬ 
lage, fixty verft from Tara, and the laft in¬ 
habited by Ruffians, till you pafs the Bara- 
ba, and come to the river Oby. 

In the places through which we palled, 
the ambaflador fent for all the hunters and 
fportfmen, that he might inquire what 
kinds of game and wild beafts were in 
their neighbourhood. Hunting is the em¬ 
ployment of mofl of the young fellows in 
this country, and is very profitable, as they 
fell the furs to great advantage. We found 
that this place produced great plenty, both 
of game and wild beafts, but few fables. In 
the fpring, a number of elks and ftags coine 

hither^ 
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hither, from the fouth ; many of which 
are killed by the inhabitants, both on ac¬ 
count of their flefli and their hides. What 
of the flefli is not confumed frefli, they fait. 
The hides are very large, and are drefled 
into excellent buff. The huntfman, having 
found the track of a flag upon the fnow, 
purfues it upon his fnow fhoes, with his 
bow and arrows, and little dog, till the ani¬ 
mal is quite fatigued ; for, the fnow on the 
furface being melted by the heat of the 
fun, and congealed at night by the froft, 
but not ftrong enough to bear the weight 
of fuch an animal, he finks deep at every 
ftep, and the fharp ice cuts his ancles, and 
lames him ; fo that he becomes an eafy 
prey to the hunter. 

One of thefe hunters told me the follow¬ 
ing ftory, which was confirmed by feveral 
of his neighbours: That, in the year 1713, 

1 

in the month of March, being out a hunt¬ 
ing, he difeovered the tradt of a flag, which 
he purfued ; at overtaking the animal, he 
was fomewhat ftartled, on obferving it had 

only 
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only one horn, ftuck in the middle of its 
forehead. Being near this village, he drove 
it home, and {howed it, to the great admi¬ 
ration of the fpe&ators. He afterwards 
killed it, and eat the fleffi, and fold the 
horn to a comb-maker in the town of Ta- 
ia for ten alteens, about fifteen pence Ster¬ 
ling. I inquired carefully about the fbape 
and fize of this unicorn, as I {hall call it, 
and was told it exa&ly refembled a flag. 
The horn was of a browniffi colour, about 
one archeen, or twenty-eight inches long, 
and twilled from the root till within a fin¬ 
ger’s length of the top, where it was divi¬ 
ded, like a fork, into two points very 
{harp. 

The 19th, we entered the Baraba, and 
continued travelling through it for ten 
days, when we came to a large Ruffian vil¬ 
lage called Tzaulky Oftrogue, from a ri¬ 
vulet of that name, which difeharges itfelf 
into the Oby, a little diftance eaftward 
from this place. Here is a fmall fort, fur- 
bounded with a ditch and pallifades, mount¬ 
ed 
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ed with a few cannon, and garrifoned by 
fome militia of the country, in order to 
prevent the incurfions of the Kalmucks. 
We ftaid a day at this place, to refrefh 
ourfelves, and having changed horfes, pro¬ 
ceeded towards Tomfky. 

Baraba is really what its name fignifies, 
an extenfive marihy plain. It is generally 
full of lakes, and marihy grounds, over¬ 
grown with tall woods of afpin, alder, wil¬ 
lows, and other aquatics ; particularly many 
large birch-trees, having their bark as white 
and fmooth as paper. The lakes abound 
with various kinds of fifhes, fuch as pikes, 
perches, breams, eels, and particularly a 
filh called karrafs, of an uncommon big- 
nefs, and very fat. Thefe the inhabitants 
dry, in fummer, for winter provifions, 
which are all the food to be found among 
them. I have eat of it often, and thought 
it not difagrceable. In winter, they ufe 
melted fnow for water. They are very 
hofpitable j and defire nothing, in return 

of 
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of their civilities, but a little tobacco to 
fmoke, and a dram of brandy, of which 
they are very fond. The drefs, both of 
men and women, confifts of long Coats of 
• (heep-fkins, which they get from the Ruf¬ 
fians and Kalmucks, in exchange for more 
valuable furs. As they wear no other ap¬ 
parel, nor even fliirts, they are very naftyt 
Their huts are moft miferable habitations* 
and funk about one-half under ground. 
We were glad, however, to find them, as a 
baiting place, in fuch a cold feafon. 

The Barabintzy, like moft of the ancient 
natives of Siberia, have many conjurers a- 
mong them, whom they call Shamans, and 
fometimes priefts. Many of the female 
fex alfo aflume this chara&er. The (ha- 
mans are held in great efteem by the peo¬ 
ple ; they pretend to correfpondence with 
the (haytan, or devil; by whom, they fay, 
they are informed of all paft and future e- 
vents, at any diftance of time or place. 
Our ambafiador refolved to inquire ftridly 
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into the truth of many ftrange ftories, ge¬ 
nerally believed, concerning the fhamans, 
and fent for all of fame in that way in the 
places through which we pafTed, 

In Baraba, we went to vifit a famous 
woman of this chara&er. When we en¬ 
tered her houfe, fhe continued bufy about 
her domeftic affairs, without almoft taking 
any notice of her guefts. However, after 
(he had fmoked a pipe of tobacco, and 
drunk a dram of brandy, (he began to be 
more cheerful. Our people afked her fome 
trifling queftions about their friends j but 
fhe pretended to be quite ignorant, till fhe 
got more tobacco, and fome inconfiderable 
prefents, when fhe began to colledt her 
conjuring tools, Firft, fhe brought the 
fhaytan j; which is nothing but a piece of 
wood, wherein is. cut fomething refembling 
a human head, adorned with many fllk and 
woollen rags, of various colours ; then a 
fmall drum, about afoot diameter, to which 
were fixed many brafs and iron rings, and 
Vol. I. .Ii hung 
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hung round alfo with rags. She now be? 
gan a difmal tune, keeping time 'with the 
drum, which ihe beat with a (lick for that 
purpofe. Several of her neighbours, whom 
ihe had previoufly called to her affiftance, 
joined in the chorus. During this fcene, 
which lafted about a quarter of an hour, 
ihe kept the fhaytan, or image, dofe by 
herfelf, ftuck up in a corner. The charm 
being now finifhed,. ihe defired ns to put 
our queftions. Her anfwers were deliver¬ 
ed very artfully, and with as much obfcu- 
rity and ambiguity, as they could have 
been given by any oracle. She was a 
young woman, and very handfome. 

On the 29th of January, we reached the 
Oby, which we eroded on the ice, and 
entered a country pretty well inhabited 
by Ruffians, where we found provifions, 
and frefh horfes, as often as we wanted 
them. The country is generally covered 
with woods, except about the villages, 
where are fine corn-fields, and good paf- 
ture grounds. Our courfe lay a little to 

{he 
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the northward of the eaft of from Tzaufky 
Oftrogue. 

February 4th, we arrived fafe at the 
town of Tomfky, fo called from the noble 
river Tomm, upon the eafterh bank of 
which it Hands. 


\ 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. , III. 


Occurrences at Totn/ky ; obfervations 
on the ’T'zulimm 'Tartars, &c. 
- dnd journey continued to Elimjky. 


T HE citadel of Tomfky is (ituated on 
an eminence, and contains the com¬ 
mandant’s houfe, public offices, and bar¬ 
racks for the garrifon. The fortifications, 
like moft others in this country, are of 
wood. The town (lands under the hill, 
along the banks of the river Torara. The 
country, about this place is pleafant and 
fruitful. From the top of the hill you 
have a very extenfive view every way, ex¬ 
cept 
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cept to the fouth, where it is interrupted 
by hills. Beyond thefe hills there is a 
large, dry, and open plain, which ftretches 
a great way fouthward. 

About eight or ten days journey from 
Tomfky, in this plain, are found many ' 
tombs, and burying places of ancient he¬ 
roes, who, in all probability, fell in battle. 
Thefe tombs are eafily diftingur£hed by the 
mounds of earth and ftones raifed upon 
them. When, or by whom thefe battles 
were fought, fo far to the northward, is 
uncertain. 1 was informed by the Tartars 
in the Baraba, that Tamerlane, or Timyr- 
ack-fack, as they call him, had many en¬ 
gagements in that country with the Kal¬ 
mucks, whom he in vain endeavoured to 
conquer. Many perfons go from Tomfky 
and other parts every fummer to thefe 
graves, which they dig up, and find, among 
the afhes of the dead, confiderable quanti¬ 
ties of g6ld, filver, brafs, and fome preci- 1 
ous flones ; but particularly hilts of fwoVds 
and armour. They find alfo ornaments of 
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faddles and bridles, and other trappings for 
horfes; and even the bones of horfea, and 
Tometimes thofe of elephants. Whence it 
appears, that when any general or perfon 
of diftin&ion was interred, all his arms, his 
favourite horfe and fervant, were buried 
with him in the fame grave : This cuftom 
prevails to this day among the Kalmucks 
and other Tartars, and feems to be of great 
antiquity. It appears from the number of 
graves, that many thoufands mud have 
fallen on thefe plains; for the people have 
continued to dig .for fuch treafure many 
years* and ftill find it unexhaufted. They 
are fometimes indeed interrupted, and rob¬ 
bed of all their boQty, by parties of the 
Kalmucks, who ajshor the diftnrbing the 
allies of the dead. 

' j 

I have feen feveral pieces of armour, 
and other curiofitips, that were dug out of 
thefe tombs, particularly an armed man on 
horfeback, caft in brafs, of no mean defign 
nor workmanlhip; alfo figures of deer, 
cad in pure gold, which were fplit through 

the 
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the middle, and had fome fmall holes in 
them, as intended for ornaments to a qui¬ 
ver, or the furniture of a horfe. . 

While we were at Torn Iky, one of thefe 
grave-diggers told me, that once they light¬ 
ed on an arched vault, where they found 
the remains of a man, with his bow, ar¬ 
rows, lance, and other arms, lying together 
. on a filver table. On touching the body 
it fell to dull. The value of the table and 
arms was very confiderable. 

The country about the fource of the ri¬ 
ver Tomm, near which thefe tombs are, is 
very fruitful and pleafant. At the fource 
of the Tomm the Ruffians have a fmall 
town called Kuznetlky. This river is 
formed by the Kondoma, and many leflfer 
rivers ; all which run to the north. 

In the hills above Kuznetlky, there had 
lately been difcovered rich mines of copper, 
and fome of filver ; which, fince I was in 
this country, have been greatly improved. 

On the hills, and in the woods near this 
place, are many forts of wild beafts, parti¬ 
cularly 
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cularly the urus, or uhr-ox, one of the 
fierccft animals the world produces, and 
exceeding, in fize and flrength, all the 
horned fpecies. Their force and agility is 
iiich, that no wolf, bear, nor tiger, dare to 
engage with them. Thefe animals are 
found in the woods of Poland, and fome 
other parts of Europe. As they are well 
known 1 need not deferibe them. 

In the fame woods is found another fpe¬ 
cies of oxen, called bubul by the Tartars j 
it is not fo big as the urus ; its body and 
limbs are very handfome ; it has a high 
flioulder and a flowing tail, wkh long hair 
growing from the rump to the extremity, 
like that of a horfe. Thole I faw were 
tame, and as tra&able as other cattle* Here 
are alfo wild afles. I have feen many of 
their fkins. They have, in all refpedls, the 
head, tail, and hoofs of an ordinary afs ; 
but their hair is waved, white and brow*, 
like that of a tiger. 

There is, befldes, a number of wild hor- 
fes, of a chefnut-colour, which cannot be 

tamed, 
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tamed, though they are catched when foals. 
Thefe horfes differ nothing from the com¬ 
mon kind in fhape, but are the mod watch* 
ful creatures alive. One of them waits al¬ 
ways orr the heights to give warning to 
the reft, and, upon the leaft approach of 
danger, runs to the herd, making all the 
noife it can ; upon which all of them fly 
away, like fo many deer. The ftallion 
drives up the rear, neighing, biting and 
kicking thofe who do not run faft enough. 
Notwithftanding this wonderful fagacity, 
thefe animals are often furprifed by the 
Kalmucks, who ride in among them, well 
mounted on fwift horfes, and kill them 
with broad lances. Their flefh they efteem 
excellent food, and ufe their {kins to fleep 
upon inftead of couches. Thefe are the 
animals peculiar to this part of the coun¬ 
try ; and, befides thefe, there are many 
more common to this place with the reft 
of Siberia. 

The river Tomm, having paffed Kuz- 
netfky, Tomlky, and feveral other towns 
Vol. I. K k •{ 
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of lefs note, empties itfelf into the Oby, at 
a place called Nikollky, about an hundred 
verft below Tomfky, in a country over r 
grown with thick woods. Here the Torom 
lofes its name, and makes a great addition 
to the Oby, which now commences a 
mighty ftream. 

The Tomm abounds with variety of fine 
filh ; fuch as fturgeon, fterlet, muchfoon, 
and the larged and bed quabs, called in 
French guion, that I have any where feen. 
The method of catching thefe filh is by 
planting pales acrofs the river, in which 
there is left one narrow opening for the 
filhes to pafs through. Above this open¬ 
ing a hole is cut in the ice, and near it is 
placed a fire upon fome dones laid for that 
purpofe. The filh, on feeing the light of 
the fire, dops a moment in its paflage; 
and, at this indant, the fifherman ftrikes it 
with a fpear through the hole in the ice. 
This exercife requires great quicknels, for 
the filh is gone in a trice. I killed feveral 
pf them myfelf. 

Thus* 
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Thus, having made a Ihort'excursion up 
and down the Tomm, and given a brief 
defcriptidn of the country adjacent, I re¬ 
turn again to Tomfky. 

Tomfky is a good market for furs of all 
forts ; but particularly of fables, black and 
red foxes,, ermins, and fquirrels. The 
fquirrels called Teleutlky, from the name 
of the diftrift where they are caught, are 
reckoned the beft of that fpecies. They 
have a blackifli ftripe down their back. 

Befides the common fquirrel, there is 
another fpecies found here called the flying 
fquiirel. There is little peculiar in its 
fhape or fize, only it has, at the upper joint 
of the thigh of the fore-leg, a fmall mem¬ 
brane, ftretching to the (houlder, fome- 
what like the wing of a bat, which it ex¬ 
tends at pleafure, and is thereby enabled to 
fpring much farther, from tree to tree, 
than it could do without the help of thefe 
wings. Both the ermins and fquirrels are 
caught only in winter, becaufe in fummer 
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their fur is quite brown* £hort, and of little 
ufe. 

We waited fome days at Tomfky for 
the arrival of our baggage. Here we found 
feveral Swedifh officers, who had good 
quarters in a plentiful though diftant 
place. After our people had refrefhed 
themfelves for two days, they fet out again 
on the road to Yenifeyfky. 

During our abode in Tomfky, we di¬ 
verted ourfelves with fiffiing and hunting. 
We were prefent alfo at feveral concerts of 
mufic, performed by the Swedifh officers, 
at Mr Kofloff’s, commandant of the place. 
Thefe gentlemen were not lefs expert in 
touching their inftruments than their com* 
panions at Tobolfky. Mr KoflofF is a 
good-natured and chearful gentleman, and 
treats thefe officers with great humanity. 
They had along with them a Swedifh par- 
fon, Mr Veftadius, a man of genius and 
learning. 

The 9th, we were entertained at the 
commandant’s, where were aflembled fome 

hundreds 
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hundreds of his Coflacks, or light horfe, 
armed with bows and arrows. After go¬ 
ing through their ufual exercife, they 
ihowed their dexterity in (hooting on 
horfeback at full fpeed. They ere&ed 
a pole for a mark, in an open field, and 
palling it, at full gallop, let fly their ar¬ 
rows, and foon fplit it all to fhivers. 

The 12th, about midnight, we went into 
our fledges, and fet out on our journey to¬ 
wards Yenifeyfky. For the two following 
days, we had tolerably good roads, lying 
through a pretty fine country, inhabited by 
Ruffians. The villages are but thinly flut¬ 
tered, yet fufficiently near one another to 
afford provifions and frefh horfes. 

On the 14th, we reached a large navi¬ 
gable river, called Tzulimm. We went up 
this river upon the ice. We met with nei¬ 
ther houfe nor inhabitant for the fpace of 
fix days. We could get no frefh horfes, 
and were obliged to carry both provifions 
and forage along with us, which made this 
part of the road very tedious. During all 

this 
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this time, we had no where to warm our- I 
ielves, or drefs our viduals, but in the thick 
overgrown woods, which occupy both 
fides of the river. There is great plenty 
of fallen trees in thele woods, of which 
we made large fires. The trees are chiefly 
pitch fir, rifing like a pyramid, with long 
fpreading branches hanging to the ground, 
which render thele woods almoft impaf- 
fable to man or beaft. We frequently fet 
fire to the mofs and dried fibres of tbefe 
firs. In the fpace of a minute the fire 
mounts to the top of the tree, and has a 
very pretty effed. The kindling fo many 
fires warmed all the air around. 

In fummer, the banks of this river are 
inhabited by a tribe of Tartars, called by 
the Ruffians Tzulimmzy, from the name 
of the river, who live by fiihing and hunt* 
ing. We found feveral of their empty 
huts as we went along. In autumn, thefe 
people retire from this inhofpitable place 
towards the fouth, near to towns and vil- 
lages, where they can find fubfifience. 

The 
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The 20th, we arrived at a Ruffian vil¬ 
lage, called Meletfky Oftrogue, where, vrd 
Raid a day to refrelh ourfelves and horfes* 
In the neighbourhood of this place, wo 
found many huts of the Tzulimm Tartars* 
who feem to be a different race from all 
pf that name 1 have yet mentioned. Their 
complexion indeed is fwarthy, like that of 
mod of the other dependents of the ancient 
natives of Siberia ; but 1 have feen many 
pf them having white fpots on their {kins* 
from head to foot, of various figures ttnd 
iizes. Many imagine thefe fpots natural 
to. the people ; but 1 am rather inclined to 
believe they proceed from tbeir conftant 
diet of filh and other animal food, without 

i 

bread. This, of courfe, creates a fcorbutic 
habit of body* which often breaks out in 
infants; and the fears falling off, leave that 
part of the {kin as if it had been fealded, 
which never recovers its natural colour. I 
have however feen feveral children with 
thefe fpots, who feemed healthy. 

The 
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The Tzulimms, like other Tartars, live 
in huts half-funk under ground. They 
have a fire in the middle, with a hole at 
the top to let out the fmoke, and benches 
round the fire, to fit or lie upon. This 
Teems to be the common method of living 
among all the northern nations, from Lap- 
land, eaftward, to the Japanefe ocean. 

The tzulimms fpeak a barbarous lan¬ 
guage, compofed of words from many o- 
ther languages. Some of our people, who 
fpoke Turkifh, told me, they had many 
Arabic words, which they underftood. 
They are poor, miferable, and ignorant 
heathens. The archbiihop of Tobolfky, 
in perfon, came lately hither, and baptifed 
fome hundreds of them, who were inclined 
to embrace the Chriftian faith. As they 
are a well difpofed and harmlefs people, 
probably in a (hort time they may be all 
converted. 

The river Tzulimm has its fource about 
three hundred verft above Melet&y Oftro- 
gue; from this place it continues its courfe 

to 
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to the northward, till it meets with the 
river Oby, at a place called Shabanr.flcy 
Oftrogue. Oftrogue* in the Ruffian lan¬ 
guage, fignifies a ftrong pallifade, inclofing 
a certain piece of ground. On the firft fet- 
tlements made by the Ruffians in thefe 
parts, fuch inclofures were neceflary to pre¬ 
vent any furprife from the inhabitants. 

The 21ft, early in the morning, we left 
Meletfky, and travelled through thick 
woods, along narrow roads. Next day, 
we came to a fmall Ruffian village, called 
Melay-keat; where we found our baggage, 
for the firft time fince we quitted Tomfky. 
Near this place the river Keat has its fource; 
and runs towards the weft, till it meets with 
the Oby. Having changed horfes at Me¬ 
lay-keat, we left our baggage, and proceed¬ 
ed on our journey. 

On the evening of the 22d, we came to 
a zimovey, where we halted a little, to re- 
frelh ourfelves and bait our horfes. A zi¬ 
movey is a houfe or two, built in a place at 
a great diftance from any town or village, 
. Vol. I. L 1 for 
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for the convenience of travellers ; and is a 
fort of inn, where you generally find a 
warm room, frefh bread, and a wholefome 
and agreeable liquor, called quafs, made of 
malt, or rye-meal, fteeped and fermented; 
with hay and oats, at eafy rates. 

From this place we travelled to Beloy, a 
large village, where we changed horfes, and 
proceeded. From hence to Yenifeylky the 
country is well cultivated. Upon the road 
are many Rufs villages, where we got frefli 
horfes as often as we pleafed, without halt¬ 
ing ten minutes. Thus we continued tra¬ 
velling, day and night, till we arrived, on 
the 23d, at the town of Yenifeylky, where 
we had a friendly reception, and good en¬ 
tertainment, from the commandant, Mr 
Becklimifliof, whohadcomefome miles from 
town to meet his old friend the ambafladoii 

Here I found Mr Kanbar Nikititz Aikin- 
fiof, with whom 1 got acquainted at Cazan, 
while foe wintered there, in the journey to 
Perfia. Some crofs accident had been the 
pccafion of his coming to this place. He 

enjoyed 
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enjoyed full liberty to walk about at plea- 
fure. He underftood feveral languages, 
was well acquainted with hiftory, and a 
chearful good natured companion. 

Here we palled the holidays called Maff- 
lapitza, or the Carnaval, which is held on 
the week before Lent. In the mean time 
our carriages arrived, which were defpatch- 
ed again as foon as poflible. 

The town of Yenifeylky is pleafantly fi- 
tuated in a plain, on the weftern bank of 
the river Yenifey, from which the town 
takes its name. It is a large and populous 
place, fenced with a ditch, pallifades, and 
wooden towers. Here is a good market 
for furs of all forts ; particularly of the a- 
nimals called piefly, which are of two co¬ 
lours, white and dove colour. Thefe crea¬ 
tures are caught far to the northward of 
this place. They are nearly of the lhape 
and fize of a fox; having a Ihort bulhy tail, 
and a thick foft downy fur, very light and 
warm, which is much efteemcd by the great 
men in the northern parts of China ; and, 

by 
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by them, made chiefly into cufhions, on 
which they fit in winter. 

Befides the above, there is here another 
creature called rofiomack in Rufs, and fed- 
frcfs by the Germans ; becaufe they ima¬ 
gine it eats a great deal more in proportion 
than other animals. I have feen feve- 
ral of them alive. They are very fierce, 
and about the fhape and fize of a badger; 
the neck, back, and tail, are black, but a- 
bout the belly the hair is of a brownith co¬ 
lour. The blacker they are the more va¬ 
luable. The Ikin being thick, is only ufed 
in caps and muffs. Alfo elks, rain-deer, 
and flags. The latter retire to the fouth 
on the approach of winter, and return in 
the fpring. Here are likewife an incredi¬ 
ble number of white hares, which perhaps 
I may mention afterwards. 

1 mufl not omit the black foxes, which 
are in great abundance about Yenifeyfky. 
Their fur is reckoned the mod beautiful 
of any kind ; it is even preferred to the 
fable, with refped to lightnefs and warm- 
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neft. I law here one of their ikins valued 
at five hundred crowns, and £ome of them 
far exceed this fum. 

Before I leave this place, 1 lhall give a 
Ihort defcription of the courfe of the fa-„ 
mous river Yenifey, according to the bell; 
information 1 could procure. It rifes in a 
hilly country, at a great diftance fouthward 
from this place; being joined by many 
rivers in its courfe, it grows into a mighty 
ftream, and is, at Yenifey Iky, full as large 
as the Volga. It runs the longeft courfe 
of any river on this vaft continent. The 
firft town, of any note, in coming down 
this river, is Kraflho-yarr, which Hands on 
the weftern bank. It is a place of confi- 
derable trade, particularly in furs. From 
this place, along the banks, are many vil¬ 
lages, till the Yenifey meets the lower 
Tongufta, a large river, coming from the 
eaft, a few verft above Yenifevfky. Be¬ 
low this place, there are many inconfidera- 
ble fettlements, till you come to Manga- 
£ey(ky t a town famous for furs, and the 

fiuine 
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ihrine of an illuftrious faint, called Vaffile 
Mangafeylky, much frequented by the de¬ 
vout people in thefe parts. 

Above this place, the Yenifey receives 
the Podkaraena-tongufta, a large river, 
running from the fouth-eaft; and at Man¬ 
ga fey fky, it meets another river, called Tu- 
rochanfky, coming from the well. The 
Yenifey now continues its courfe, almoft 
due north, till it difcharges itfelf into the 
ocean. This river abounds with variety of 
excellent fifh, fuch as 1 have already men¬ 
tioned, but in lelfer quantities. 

The 27th, we left Yenifeyfky, and tra¬ 
velled about eight or ten verft along the 
fouth bank of the river, when we came to 
thick and tall woods, which obliged us to 
leave the land, and march along the river 
on the ice, which was very uneven. This 
roughnefs is caufed by the froft fetting in 
about autumn, with a ftrong wefterly wind, 
which drives up great cakes of ice upon 
one another, in fome places four or five 
feet high. If the froll happens to begin 

in 
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in calm weather, the ice is very fmooth, 
and eafy for fledges. 

The 28th, we proceeded along the Ye- 
nifey, meeting fometimes with villages. 
The rigour of the cold was much abated, 
but the face of winter appeared every 
where, without the leaft fign of fpring. At 
evening, we entered the river Tongufta, 
which we found as rough as the former; 
but, as both the banks were overgrown 
with thick woods, we were obliged to keep 
along the ice. 

Next day, we ftill proceeded along the 
river, in blowing weather and driving fnow. • 

The 1 ft of March, we overtook our bag¬ 
gage, which we pafled ; it being thought 
more convenient, both in order to procure 
lodging and frefli horfes, that the heavy 
carriages (hould travel behind. 

We continued our journey for feveral 
days along the Tongufta. We found, now 
and then, little villages, or Angle houfes, 
on the banks. One day, we chanced to 
meet a prodigious flock of hares, all as 
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■white as the fnow on which they walked. 
I fyer.k within compafs, when I fay there 
were above five or fix hundred of them. 
They were coming down the river, very 
deliberately, on a fmall path of their own 
making, clofe to the beaten road. As fooa 
as they faw us, all of them run into the 
woods, without Teeming much frightened. 
I am informed that thefe hares travel to the 
fouth, in much greater flocks than this, e- 
very fpring, and return in autumn, when 
the rivers are frozen, and the fnow falls. 
In moll of the villages we found plenty of 
this fort of venifon; the inhabitants, how¬ 
ever, value it but little ; for they catch thefe 
hares more on account of their fkins, of 
which they make confiderable profits, than 
their flefh. 

The Tongufy, fo called from the name 
of the river, who live along its banks, are 
the pofterity of the ancient inhabitants of 
Siberia, and differ in language, manners, 
and drefs, and even in their perfons and 
ftature, from all the other tribes of thefe 

people 
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people I have had occafion to fee. They 
have no houfes, where they remain for a* 
ny time, but range through the woods, and 
along rivers, at pleafure ; and, wherever 
they come, they ered a few fpars, incli¬ 
ning to one another at the top; thefe they 
cover with pieces of birchen bark, fewed 
together, leaving a hole at the top to let 
out the fmoke. The fire is placed in the 
middle. They are very eivil and tradable, 
and like to fmoke tobacco, and drink bran¬ 
dy. About their huts they have generally 
a good ftock of rain*deer, in which all their 

wealth confifts. 

# 

The men are tall and able-bodied, brave, 
and very honed. The women are of a 
middle fize, and virtuous. I have feen ma¬ 
ny of the men with oval figures, like 
wreaths, on their foreheads and chins j 
and fometimes a figure refembling the 
branch of a tree, reaching from the corner 
of the eye to the mouth. Thefe are made 
in their infancy, by pricking the parts with 
a needle, and rubbing them with charcoal, 
Vol. I. M m the 
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the marks whereof remain as long as the 
perfon lives. Their complexion is fwarthy. 
Their faces are not fo flat as thofe of the 
Kalmucks, but their countenances more o- 
pen. They are altogether unacquainted 
with any kind of literature, and worihip 
the fun and moon. They have many Iha- 
mans among them, who differ little from 
thofe I formerly defcribed. I was told of 
others, whofe abilities in fortune-telling far 
exceeded thofe of the fhamans at this place, 
but they lived far northward. They can¬ 
not bear to deep in a warm room, but re¬ 
tire to their huts, and lie about the fire, on 
fkins of wild beads. It is furprifing how 
thefe creatures can luffer the very piercing 
cold in thefe parts. 

The women are drefled in a fur-gown, 
reaching below the knee, and tied about 
the waifl: with a girdle. This girdle is a - 
bout three inches broad, made of deer’s- 
fkin, having the hair curioufly ditched 
down and ornamented; to which is faften- 
ed, at each fide, an iron ring, that ferves to 

carry 
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carry a tobacco-pipe, and other trinkets of 
fmall value. Their gowns are alfo ditched 
down the bread, and about the neck. Their 
long black hair is plaited, and tied about 
their heads, above which they wear a fmall 
fur-cap, which is becoming enough. Some 
of them have fmall ear-rings. Their feet 
are drefled in buikins, made of deer-fkins, 
which reach to the knee, and are tied about 
the ancle with a thong of leather. 

The drefs of the men is very fimple,and 
fit for a&ion. It confids of a ihort jacket, 
with narrow fleeves, made of deer’s-fkin, 
having the fur outward j troufers and hofe 
of the fame kind of Ikin, both of one piece, 
and tight to the limbs. They have, befides, 
a piece of fur, that covers the bread and 
domach, which is hung about the neck 
with, a thong of leather. This, for the 
mod part, is neatly ditched and ornament¬ 
ed by their wives. Round their heads they 
have a ruff, made of the tails of fquirrels, 
to preferve the tips of the ears from the cold. 
There is nothing on the crown, but the 

hair 
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hair fmoothed, which hangs in a long plait* 
ed lock behind their backs. 

Their arms are, a bow, and fevcral (bits 
of arrows, according to the different kinds 
of game they intend to hunt. The ar¬ 
rows are carried, in a quiver, on their 
backs, and the bow always in their left 
hand. Befides thefe, they have a Qiort 
lance, and a little hatcher. Thus accoutred, 
they are not afraid to attack the fierceft 
creature in the woods, even the ftrongeft 
bear ; for they are flout men, and dextrous 
archers. In winter, which is the feafon for 
hunting wild beads, they travel on what 
are called fnow-fhoes, without which it 
would be impoflible to make their way 
through the deep fnow. Thefe are made 
of a very thin piece of light wood, about 
five feet long, and five or fix inches broad, 
inclining to a point before, and fquare be¬ 
hind. In the middle is fixed a thong, 
through which the feet are put. On thefe 
fhoes a peifon may walk fafely over the 
deepeft fnow j f<?r a roan’s weight will not 
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fink them above ail inch. Thefe, however, 
can pnly be ufed on plains. They have a 
different kind for afcending hills, with the 
ikins of feals glued to the boards, having 
the hair inclined backwards, which pre¬ 
vents the Hiding of the flboes, fo that they 
can afcend a hill very eafily ; and, in de- 
fcending, they Hide downwards at a great 
rate. 

The nation of the Tongufy was very 
numerous, but is of late much diminiflied 
by the fmall-pox. It is remarkable, that 
they knew nothing of this diftemper till 
the Ruffians arrived among them. They 
are fo much afraid of this difeafe, that, if 
any one of a family is feized with it, the 
reft immediately make the patient a little 
hut, and fet by him fome water and vic¬ 
tuals ; then, packing up every thing, they 
march off tp the windward, each carrying 
an earthen pot, with burning coals in it, 
and making a dreadful lamentation as they 
go along. They never reyifit the lick till 
they think the danger paft. If the per- 

fon 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



i7*o. 


478 A JOURNEY 

fon dies, they place him on a branch of a 
tree, to which he is tied with ftrong wythes, 
to prevent his falling. 

When they go a-hunting into the woods, 
they carry with them no provifions, but 
depend entirely on what they are to catch. 
They eat every animal that comes in their 
way, evert a bear, fox, or wolf. The fquir- 
rels are reckoned delicate food; but the er- 
mins have fuch a ftrong rank tafte and 
fmell, that nothing but ftarving can oblige 
them to eat their flcfh. When a Tongufe 
kills an elk or deer, he never moves from 
the place till he has eat it up, unlefs he 
happens to be near his family ; in which 
cafe he carries part of it home. He is ne¬ 
ver at a lofs for fire, having always a tin¬ 
der-box about him. If this (hould happen 
to be wanting, he kindles a fire, by rubbing 
two pieces of wood againft each other. 
They eat nothing raw, but in great extre¬ 
mity. 

The fables are not caught in the lame 
manner as other animals. The fur is fo 
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tender) that the lead mark -of an arrow, or 
ruffling of the hair, fpoils the fale of the 
ikin. In hunting them they only ufe ft 
little dog and a net. When a hunter finds 
the track of a (able upon the fnow, he fol¬ 
lows it perhaps for two or three days, till 
the poor animal, quite tired, takes refuge 
in ; fome tall tree; for it can climb like ft 
cat; the hunter then fpreads his net around 
the tree, and makes a fire ; the iable, un¬ 
able to endure the fmoke, immediately de¬ 
fends, and is caught in the net. I have 
been told by fome of thefe hunters, that, 
when hard pinched with hunger on fuch 
long chaces, they take two thin boards, one 
of which they apply to the pit of the fto- 
mach, and the other to the back oppofite 
to it; the extremities of thefe boards are 
tied with cords, which are drawn tighter by 
degrees, and prevent their feeling the cra¬ 
vings of hunger. 

Although I have obferved, that the Ton- 
gufy, in general, worfhip the fun and 
moon, there are many exceptions to this 
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obfervadon. I hare found intelligent peo¬ 
ple among them, who believed there was a 
being fuperior to both fun and moon, and 
who created them and all the world. 

I fhall only remark farther, that, from all 
the accounts I have heard and read of the 
natives of Canada, there is no nation in the 
world which they fo much refemble as the 
Tongufians. The diftance between them 
is not fo great as is commonly imagined. 

The 4th of March, we came to a little 
monaftery, called Troytza, dedicated to the 
Holy Trinity; where we found about half 
a dozen monks, who gave us an hofpitable 
reception in their cells, and furniihed us 
with provisions and frefli horfes. The mo¬ 
naftery ftands upon the north fide of the 
river, on a very pleafant though folitary 
bank, encompafled with woods, corn-fields, 
and'good pafturage. Moft of the villages 
are on the north fide of the river, as it is 
higher than the fouth fide. 

The fame day, we proceeded on our jour¬ 
ney along the river* We met with, daily, 

great 
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great flocks of hares ia their progrefs to the 
weftward, and many Tongufians in their 
huts. It is to be obferved, that, from this 
river northward to the Frozen Ocean, there 
are no inhabitants, except a few Tongufi¬ 
ans, on the banks of the great rivers $ the 
whole of this mod extenfive country being 
overgrown with dark impenetrable woods. 
The foil along the banks of this river is ' 
good, and produces wheat, barley, rye, and 
oats. The method taken by the inhabi¬ 
tants to deftroy the large fir-trees is, to cut 
off a ring of bark from the trunk, about a 
foot broad, which prevents the afcending 
of the fap, and the tree withers in a few 
years. This prepares it for being burnt in 
a dry feafon ; by which means the ground 
is both cleared of the wood, and manured 
by the afhes, without much labour. 

The Ruffians obferve, that, where the 
fort of firjcommonly called the Scotch fir, 
grows, the ground never fails of producing 
com ; but it is not fo where the pitch, or 
any other kind of fir, prevails. 

Vol. I. N n Tae 
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The 7th, we came to the head of the 
Tongu&y, which is formed by the conflux 
of two other rivers, the Angara, and the 
Elimm. The firft iflues from the great 
Baykall lake, and runs towards the weft, 
till it meets the Tongulky* when it lofes 
its name. We left the Angara and Ton- 
gu(ky on our right hand, and proceeded a- 
long the Elimm, which we found much 
fmoother than the Tongulky. The Elimm 
is a confiderably large and navigable river. 
The banks on the fouth fide are very high, 
and covered with rugged rocks, overgrown 
with woods; but, to the north, you meet 
with feveral villages, corn-fields, and paf- 
turage. 

We kept on our courfe up the Elimm, a 
little to the northward of the eaft, till the 
9th, when we arrived at the town of JL- 
limfky, fo called from the name of the ri¬ 
ver, which (lands in a narrow valley, on t(ie 
fouth fide of the river, encompafied with 
high hills, and rocks covered with woods. 
This place is but fmall, and is only consi¬ 
derable, 
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derable, as it (lands on the road to the eaf- 
tern parts of Siberia ; for travellers to Chi¬ 
na generally take to the fouth-eaft, to¬ 
wards Irkutfifcy ; and thofe who travel to 
Yakudky and Kamtzatiky, to the north- 
eaftt 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Qbfervations on Tfakutjky and Karat - 
%at/ky, &c. yourney continued to 
Irkutjky, and Occurrences there, 

Wc. 


A T Elimfky I met with General Kani- 
fer. He was adjutant general to 
Charles XII. of Sweden, and much efteem- 
ed by that great warrior, for his military 
exploits. Kanifer was a native of Cour- 
land. He was taken prifoner by the Ruf¬ 
fians in Poland, and fent hither, where he 
lived in eafe and folitude, and was regu¬ 
larly vifited by all travellers.; 

This gentleman had a creature called 
kaberda, which was brought to him when 
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a fawn by fame of the Tongufy. It is the 
animal from which the fweet-fmelling drug 
called mafic is taken. The mufk grows a- 
bout the navel, in form of an excrefeence, 
which is cut off, and preferred, when the 
creature is killed. There are many of 
them in tbi$ country; but the mulk is not 
Co ftrong fcented as that which comes from 
China, and more fouthern climates. The 
general had bred this creature to be very 
familiar. He fed at his table with bread 
and roots. When dinner was over, it 
jumped on the table, and picked up the 
crumbs. It followed him about the ftreets 
like a dog. I muft confefs it was pleafing 
to fee it cut caprioles, and play with chil¬ 
dren like a kid. 

The kaberda is a fize lefs than the fal¬ 
low-deer, and its colour darker. It is of a 
pretty ihape, having eredt horns, without 
branches ; is very fwift, and haunts rocks 
and mountains of difficult accefs to men or 
dogs j and, when hunted, jumps from cliff 
to cliff with incredible celerity, and firm- 

nefs 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



a«6 A JOURNEY 1720* 

nefs of foot. The fleffi is efteemed better 
venifon than any of the deer kind,, of lar¬ 
ger fize, whereof there is great variety in 
thefe parts. 

Before I leave Elimfey, I (hall, as ufual, 
give a ftiort account of fome of the places 
adjacent; particularly thofe to .the north- 
,1 eaft, towards the river Lena, and Yakutiky, 
according as I have been informed by tra¬ 
vellers, on whofe veracity I could entirely 
depend. 

The people who travel in winter from 
hence to thefe places, generally do it in Ja¬ 
nuary or February. It is a very long and 
difficult journey, and which none but Ton- 
gufians, or fuch hardy people, have abili¬ 
ties to perform. The Ruffians frequently 
finiffi it in fix weeks. The common me¬ 
thod is as follows : After travelling a few 
days in fledges, when the road becomes 
impaflfable by horfes, they fet themfelves 
on fnow-fhoes, and drag after them what 
is called a nart, containing provifions and 
other neceflaries, which are as few and 

light 
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light as poffible- This nart* is a kind of 
fledge, about five feet long, and teq inch¬ 
es broad, which a man may eafily draw up¬ 
on the deepeft fnow. At night, they make a 
large fire, and lay tbemfelves down to deep 
in thefe narrow fledges. As foon as they 
have refrefhed themfelves, they again pro¬ 
ceed on theirfnow-lhoes, as before. This 
manner of travelling continues about the 
fpace of ten days, when they come to a 
place where they procure dogs to draw 
both themfelves and their narts. The dogs 
are yoked by pairs, and are more or fewer 
in number, according to the weight they 
have to draw. Being trained to the work, 
they go on with great fpirit, barking all the 
way; and the perfon, who lies in the 
(ledge, holds a (mail cord to guide the dog 
that leads the reft. They are faftened to 
the fledge by a foft rope, which is tied a- 
bout their middle, and paflcs through be¬ 
tween their hind legs. I have been fur- 
prifed to fee the weight that thefe creatures 
are able to draw j for travellers muft carry 

along 
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along with them provifioos, both far them- 
felves fnd the dogs. Thefe {watchful ani¬ 
mals know the time of fetting out in the 
morning, and make a difmal howling, till 
they are fed, and purfae their journey. 
This way of travelling would not, I believe, 
fuit every conftitution ; the very fight of k 
fatisfied my curiofity. Thus, however, 
thefe people proceed, for near three week*, 
till they arrive at fome villages on the Le¬ 
na, where, leaving the dogs, they procure 
horfes» with which they travel to the town 
of Yakutfky. This place has its name from 
a rivulet, called Yakut, which empties itfelf 
into the Lena. 

I have been, perhaps, too particular in 
defcribing the method of travelling with 
fnow-ihoes and dogs ; but, as thefe things 
are known to few Europeans, I concluded 
an account of them would not be difagree- 
able. I have feen feveral Swedish officers 
who have travelled to Yakutflcy in this 
manner. 1 tried the fnow-fhoes myfelf, 

and 
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and found them very fatiguing ; but time 
and pradice make them eafy and familiar. 

There is a more agreeable road from E- 
Kmiky to Yakut iky than that I have men¬ 
tioned, which is by water, down the river 
Lena ; but this rout will not agree with the 
•time and circumftances of every traveller. 
Thofe who travel from Irkutfky by this courfe 
go by land- to a place called Vercholenfkv 
Oftrogue, fituated near the fource of the Le¬ 
na, where they embark, and fall down the 
ftream. Thofe who go from Elimfky, crofs 
the country dire&ly, about two days jour¬ 
ney, to the firft convenient place upon the 
I^ensk where they procure veffels, and fail 
down the river to Takutfky, or any other 
ptyce ; but, in this paflage by water, they 
ate pellered with numbers of large gnats 
and mufkitoes, which leifen the pleafure of 
the voyage. 

before I proceed to the northward, it 
will not be improper to give a fhort de¬ 
fer ipt ion of the’ famous river Lena ; which, 
for the length of its courfe, and quantity of 

Vol. I. O o water. 
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water, may be compared to any of the lAf- 
geft rivers in the world. 

The Lena rifes at a fmall diftance north¬ 
ward from the Baykall lake, and rune to the 
north, with a little variation, till it difchar- 
ges itfelf into the Northern Ocean. I com¬ 
pute the length of it, from the iburce to the 
ocean, to be about two thoufand five hun¬ 
dred Englifh miles, though it is much more 
by common report. It is navigable during 
this whole courfe, having no catarafts fo 
great as to prevent the paflage of veflela of 
confiderable burden. It receives many great 
rivers, moil of which come from the ea& 
It may be eafify imagined, that the Lena 
cannot fail of being ftored with various 
kinds of excellent filh, when the other ri¬ 
vers in Siberia afford fuch plenty and vari¬ 
ety. The banks are generally overgr o w n 
with tall thick woods, wherein are' abun¬ 
dance of game, and wild beads. The 
country, between its fource and the 
Baykall lake, is well peopled, abounding 

with 
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with many Rufa villages and corn-fields, 
along the banks of the river. 

Having formerly mentioned Yakutfky 
and Kamtzatlky, 1 (hall add a few obfer* 
vations on thefe two provinces. 

The town of Yakutfey, capital of the 
province of that name, is fituated on the 
weft bank of the river Lena, and governed 
by a commandant j whofe office is reckon¬ 
ed very lucrative, as many fables, and o« 
ther valuable furs, are found in that pro¬ 
vince. 

The winter here is very long, and the 
froft fo violent, that it is never out of the 
earth, in the month of June, beyond two 
feet and an half below the furface. When 
the inhabitants bury their dead three 
feet deep, they are laid in frozen earth j 
for the heat of the fun never penetrates a- 
bovc two feet, or two feet and an half; fo 
that, I am informed, all the dead bodies re¬ 
main in the earth unconfumed, and will do 
£o till the day of judgment. 

The 
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The towni ; and many' villages in its 
neighbourhood, are inhabited by Ruffians, 
who have horfes and cows, but no fheep 
* nor corn. They are plentifully fupplied 
with corn from the fouthern parts of the 
country, by water-carriage along the Lena. 
And, in fummer, they make hay enough to 
feed their cattle in winter. 

The province of Yakutfky is inhabited 
by a numerous tribe of Tartars, by which 
name the Ruffians call the whole of the 
natives of this country, however they dif¬ 
fer from one another in religion, language, 
and manners. Thofe of this province are 
named Yakuty. They occupy a great 
fpace of territory round this place, efpeci- 
ally to the eaft, where they border with 
the extenfive province of Kamtzatfky. 

The Yakuty differ little from the Ton- 
gufians, either in their perfons or way of 
life. Their occupation, like that of the o- 
ther natives, is fifhing and hunting. They 
have flattifh faces, little black eyes, and 
long black hair, plaited, and hanging down 

their 
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their backs. Mahy of the men are marfc- 
ed in the face with charcoal, after the man¬ 
ner of the Toflgufians* I Have, however, 
feen many of thefe people, both men and ‘ 
women, ‘of good complexions. They of¬ 
ten fell their Children to the Ruffians, who 
are very fond o£ them, as they generally 
make trufty fervants. 

Thefe people, though otherwife humane 
and tradable, have among them one very 
barbarous cuftom: When any of their 
people are infirm through age, or feized 
with difiempers reckoned incurable, they 
makeafmall hut'For the patient, near fome 
river,.in which tHCy leave him, with fome 
prOvifions, and feldoih or never return to 
vifit him. On fuch occafions, they have 
no regard to father or mother, but lay they 
do them a good office in fending them to a 
better world. Whereby it appears, that 
even thefe rude ignorant people have a 
notion of a future ftate. * 

Under Kamtzatfky I include all that vaft 
trad of land reaching from the river 

Amoor, 
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Amoor, along the (bore of the Rafter*, or 
Japanese ocean, called by the Ruffian* 
Tikoe More, or the Calm Sea, to the north- 
eaft point of the continent* The country 
along the ihore is very pleaiant and heal¬ 
thy, efpecially to the iouth, where the cli¬ 
mate is temperate. This part of the coun¬ 
try produces grain, and, as I have been in¬ 
formed, even grapes and other fruits. The 
inhabitants are very humane and hospi¬ 
table. 

When the Ruffians firft entered this pro¬ 
vince, the Kamtzedaaa endeavoured to op- 
pofe them. For this purpofe they afiem- 
bled great numbers of own, armed, after 
the falhion of their country, with bows, 
arrows, and Short lances, headed with bone, 
fharpened at the point. Whence it ap¬ 
pears, that thefe people knew no more the 
ufe of iron, than the Mexicans on the arri¬ 
val of the Spaniards in America. Their 
multitudes were foon difperfed by a few 
Ruffians with fire-arms, which, in thofe 
days, had rifled barrels, and a fmall bore, 

which 
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which killed it a great diftance. The poor 
Kamfzedans, feeing their people fall with¬ 
out any vifibte wound, and aftooiJhed with 
the fire and node of the gunpowder, left 
the field in the utmoft confternation. Their 
difpofrtions now were wholly inclined to 
peaoe $ and a few of their chief men were 
ftnt to the Ruffians in order to obtain it* 
They proftrated themfidves* in the moft 
fijbmiifive manna*, before the leader of the 
party, and begged of him to grant them 
peace j which he did, on condition of their 
paying to bb Majcfty an annual tribute of 
ftbles. Or other furs. This oondition they 
have pun&ualljr performed ever finoe. 

Many parts of Kamtzat&y are hilly and 
mountainous, particularly to the north, and 
covered with tall woods* At Ochotiky is 
a good harbour, and timber enough to 
build a royal navy. There are many great 
and final 1 rivers that run through the coun¬ 
try, and empty themfclves into the Eaflent 
Ocean, among which is a great river called 
Anadeer. To the north of this river, to¬ 
wards 
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wards-the ocean, lies anextenfive trad of 
hod, little known,-and inhabited by a 
fierce and favage-people, called by the Rn& 
fians Aaadeertay, whooontinue very un¬ 
tradable. : . n. 

I havenothing'further ter add eonceta- 
ing thefc remote provinces, only, l am per- 
fuaded, that the illands of Japan can be at- 
no great diftancc from the fouthern parts 
of Kamtzatlky. What.confirmed me in 
this opinion is, that I iWfctSt Peterfburgh 
a young mah,a native of.Japan/ who, I 
believe, is yet; alive in the Adadeniy of Sci¬ 
ences at that place. I aiked him,'by. whit 
accident he was brought fo far from his 
own country; and he gave me the follow¬ 
ing account: That his father- and himfelf, 
with a few perfbns more, being at a noted 
town called Naggifaky, on the weft coaft 
of the ifland, employed about fome affaire 
of trade, and having finiflied their bufinefs, 
intended to return to their own habitations, 
•U the north ihore,. byi lading round the 
coaft;. Therefore went' they on board a 

finall 
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fmall boat, and begun their voyage home¬ 
ward j but, meeting with a ftrong gale off 
the land, they were unfortunately driven 
out to fea, and, in a few days, were caft 
upon the coaft of Kamtzatfky, half-llarved, 
and in the greateft diftrefs. In this condi¬ 
tion they met with a Ruffian officer, who 
afforded them all that affiftance which corn?* 
mon humanity didates on fuch occ&fions. 
Notwithftanding all his care, feveral of the 
old people died, being quite fpent with fa¬ 
tigue, and want of victuals. That he and 
another youth, who was fince dead, were 
fent to St Peteilburgh, where bis Majefty 
was pleafed to order that they fhould be 
provided for in the Academy. This 
young man could read and write both the 
Japanefe and Ruffian languages. 

We fet out from Elimlky on the 12th ; 
and next day, in the evening, came to a 
fmall village, upon the north bank of the 
river Angara, about eighty verft diftant 
from Elimlky. During thefe two days we 
faw no houfe nor any inhabitants, the whole 
VoL. I. P p of 
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bf the country through which tofe paffed 
being covered with tall and thick woods. 
There is a narrow road cut for fledges, and 
the trees on each fide meeting at the top 
fhade it by day, and in the night make it 
very dark, and almoft difmal. 

We paffed the night in this village, 
where we got frefh horfes j and, next 
morning, repeated our journey almofl due 
eaft up the river Angara upon the ice. A- 
long the banks we found many villages 
well peopled. The face of the country 
had now a different afpedt from what I had 
feen for feveral months ; fometimes vri 
faw a fine champaign country, exhibiting 
a beautiful and extenfive prolpedt; at o- 
ther times, the view was agreeably varied 
with woods and riling grounds. The 
north fide of the river is moftly overgrown 
with woods. There are fome openings ar 
long the banks, where we found villages, 
and abundance of cattle and provilions. 

The 15th, we arrived at a large village 
called Ballaganlky, lituated on the foutli 
' fide 
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fide of the Angara, near a rivulet, running 
from the fouth, called Unga. The fitua- 
tion of this place is very pleafant, as it. 
ftands in a fruitful plain* and has many 
corn-fields and woods in the neighbour-; 
hood. 

Here we found another tribe of the na¬ 
tives of Siberia, who differ, in fome parti¬ 
culars, from all thofe I have formerly de- •' 
fcribed. They are called by the Ruffians 
Bratfey, but by themfelves Buraty. They: 
live in tents all the year ; and, having large 
flocks of iheep, and many cows and horfes* 
they remove from place to place, as the 
convenience of grazing requires. Their 
language has a great affinity to that of the 
Kalmucks; and they have priefts among 
them who can read and write that lan¬ 
guage. As to their drefs and manner of 
life, I could obferve little difference between 
them and the Kalmucks on the Volga} 
and therefore conclude they have both de-' 
fcended from the fame original. Their 
faces, however, are not quite fo fiat as thofe 

of 
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of the Kalmucks ; theit rlofes beihg fome- 
what higher, and their countenances more 
open. 

The Buraty are (lout active toeo, bttt 
hate all kind of labour: For, though they 
have the example of the Ruffians plowing 
and-fowing their ground, and living plen¬ 
tifully on the produce of this rich and fer¬ 
tile foil, they chufe Bill to live in their 
tents, and tend their flocks, on which their 
fubfiftence entirely depends. 

The chief exercife of the men is hunt¬ 
ing and riding. They have a good breed 
of faddle-hories, and their horned cattle 
are very large. Their fheep have broad 
tails, and their mutton is excellent. They 
have alfo great abundance of goatsj for 
all thefe animals they make no ptoviflon 
of fodder, but leave them to feed in the 
open fields. When the fnow falls to a great 
depth, which feldom happens in thefe parts, 
they drive them to the fouthward to rifing 
grounds, where little fnow lies. 

Their 
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Their arms are bow* and Arrows, latww 
‘ and fsrbres) all of which arc «f«d oil horfe* 
back i for, like the Kalmuck*, they bate 
do iafeniry, They art detwroos archers, 
afid fltUful horfemefl. 

Thefe people were fonnetly ffcbjea to a 
prince of the Mongals, but note lire very 
quietly under the Ruffian government. 
They aft at prcfcnt a very numerous 
peoplej reaching towards the taft and fOuth 
of the Baykall lake, and are generally 
reckoned tery honed: and fmcere. 

As to their drift, the men wear a boat* 
or rather gown, of fteep-fkihs, girt about 
the middle, in all feafonS; a fitaall round 
cap, faced with fur, hating a taflel of red 
filk at the top, which, together With & pair 
of drawers and boots, makes up the whole 
of their apparel. The womens drefs is 
nearly the fame, only their gowns are plait¬ 
ed about the waift, and hang down like a 
petticoat. The married women have their 
hair banging in two locks, one on each 
fide of the head, drawn through two iron 

rings 
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rings to prevent its floating on the breaft, 
and looking very like a tyc-wig. Round 
their fore-head they wear a hoop of po- 
lifhed iron, made faft behind ; and on their 
head a fmall round cap, faced with far, 
and embroidered, in their falbion, to dif- 
tinguifh it from thofe of the men. The maids 
are drefled in the fame manner, only their 
hair is all plaited, hanging in feparate locks 
round their head, and is as black as a ra¬ 
ven : Some of them have good complex¬ 
ions. Both the men and women are cour¬ 
teous in their behaviour. I ihould like 
them much better if they were a little more 
cleanly. Both their perfons and tents are 
extremely nafty, from their uling only 
fkins to preferve them from the cold ; on 
thefe they fit or lie, round a little fire, in 
their tents. 

The religion of the Buraty feems to be 
the fame with that of the Kalmucks, which 

4 

is downright Paganifm of the grofleft kind. 
They talk indeed of,an Almighty and good 
being, who created all things, whom they 

call 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



iyio. T 6 P E K I k 303 

call Burchun, but feem bewildered, in ob- 
fcure and fabulous notions, concerning his 
feature and government. They have two 
high priefts, to whom they pay great re- 
ipe£t; one is called Delay-Lama, the other 
Kutuchtu. Of thefe priefts I (hall have an 
opportunity to give fome account after¬ 
wards. 

In palling the tents of the Buraty, I of¬ 
ten obferved a long pble, whereon was 
hung, by the horns, the head and (kin of a 
fibeep. On inquiring the reafon of this 
appearance, I was told that the animal, 
whofe head and Ikin thefe were, had been 
flain, and offered in facrifice, to the God 
who protected their flocks and herds. I 
could obferve no images among them, ex¬ 
cept fome relicks given them by their priefts, 
which they had from the Delay-Lama; 
thefe are commonly hung up in a corner 
of their tents, and fometimes about their 
necks, by way of an amulet, to preferve 
them from misfortunes. 

The 
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The ihth, came to another large vil¬ 
lage, called Kamcnka, Situated on the nortji 
hank of the river, where we found many 
of the Buraty in their tents. This day we 
had fome rain, whieh melted much faow, 
and made it dangerpys 0 travel upon the 
ice ; fo that we were obliged to leave the 
river, and make the bed of our way along 
the banks; fpr Several of our horfes broke 
through the tee, and were got up again 
with no fmall difficulty. 

The 17tb» our route lay to the fputh-eaft, 
The alteration of the weather was now 
very perceptible, the heat of the fun was 
very intenfe, and the fnow hid deni 7 dif- 
appeared, leaving no marks of whiter, ex¬ 
cept the ice upon the river, which was va¬ 
nishing very faft. Thus, in the fpace of a 
few days, we pafled fropi a cold winter to 
a warm ijpring; and one would almoft have 
imagined we bad been imperceptibly drop¬ 
ped into a another climate. Our Hedges, in 
which we had travelled and lodged, for 
moft part, during the winter, could now be 

of 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



1720. TO PEKIN. 305 

of no ufe; and we left them to be put on 
wheel-carriages, in order to follow us as 
lhould be convenient. 

Having procured fuch horfes and furni¬ 
ture as the place afforded, we proceeded a- 
long the north bank of the Angara, to¬ 
wards Irkutfky. We were efcorted by fome 
Coflacks, and a party of the Buraty, armed 
with bows and arrows. We hunted all the 
way as we travelled, and were not a little 
furprifcd to fee the Buraty kill many hares 
with their arrows. This exercife was very 
feafonable, as we had been confined to 
fledges for more than three months, during 
our journey from Cazan to this place. 

On the 'i 8th of March, we arrived at 
the town of Irkutfkv, fo called from the 
rivulet Irkut, which falls into the Angara 
near it. It Hands on the north bank of 
the Angara, in a large plain, to the north 
of which the grounds are very high, and 
covered with woods. On the fotith fide of 
the river, towards the Baykall lake, are 
high hills, rifing to the fouth, and covered 
VoL. I. Q^q with 
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with tall trees, among which are many la- 
rixes and Siberian cedars. The larix, cal¬ 
led in Rufs lifvinitza, is a well known tree 
in thefe parts ; near the root of it grows a 
famous drug, called agarick, in form of a 
mufhroom ; it fheds its leaf in auturpn, and 
in fummer it looks like a pine; it grows 
very ftraight and tall, and is reckoned good 
timber for fhip-building; it bears a cone 
like the fir-tree, containing the feed, but 
not half fo large. 

What is called the cedar is a large tall 
tree, which never fhades the leaf; it is 
white and fmooth, but has not the leaft 
fmell of cedar. They ufe it chiefly in build¬ 
ing houfes; and it makes the fineft white 
floors, and freeft from knots, of any wood 
I know. The leaves are like thofe of a 
pine, but grow in taflcls, very beautiful. 
The cones are large, and inftead of feed, 
like the fir, contain a fmall nut with a ker¬ 
nel, of which the people in this country 
are very fond, and eat it by way of a deferr, 
in place of better fruit. It has a pleafant 
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tafte, like that of raifins, and is efteemed 
good for the flomach. 

The town'of Irkutfky is fortified with a 
ditch, and ftrong pallifades, having towers 
at certain diftances. The garrifon confifts 
of fome regular troops, befides a number 
of Coflacks, or the militia of the country. 
The town contains about two thoufand 
houfes; and the inhabitants are plentifully 
fupplied with provifions of all kinds from 
the neighbouring villages. The adjacent 
woods abound with variety of game. The 
river affords fturgeon, and many other kinds 
of fifh, but no fierier j becaufe, as I appre¬ 
hend, they delight in muddy dreams, and 
the water at this place is fo clear, that, in 
two fathoms deep, one may fee the pebbles 
at the bottom. 

At Irkutfky is a good market for furs of 
all forts, and likewife for many kinds of 
Chinefe goods. Ali merchandife mud be 
entered at the cuflom-houfe in this place, 
and pays a duty of ten per cent, which pro¬ 
duces 
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duces a confiderable revenue to his Ma- 
jefty. 

The 23th of March, our baggage arri¬ 
ved, after furmounting many difficulties 
on the road. They had been obliged to 
leave many of the fledges, after taking the 

baggage off them, and putting it on wheel- 

. $ 
carnages. 

Our defign was to have eroded the Bay- 
kali Sea upon the ice, and then proceeded 
by land to the town of Selinginfky ; but 
we came too late for that purpofe. The 
feafon was fo far advanced, that, before our 
carriages arrived, the river was almoft free 
of ice. We were informed, indeed, that 
the ice upon the lake was fufficicptly ftrong 
to bear horfes; but, upon confidering the 
matter, it was thought moft advifeable to re¬ 
main here, till the ice in the fea was alfo 
melted, that we might go by water to Se- 
linginfky ; and orders were immediately 
giyen that veflels fliould be prepared for 
this purpofe. 

April 
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April 1 ft, we crofted the river, accom¬ 
panied by Mr Rakitin the commandant, in 
order to take a view of the country towards 
the fouth. We rode through fine woods of 
(lately oaks, and other trees, formerly men¬ 
tioned. We hunted all the way, and found 
abundance of game. At laft, we came to a 
fmall Rufiian village, in a fruitful valley, 
encompafled with hills covered with woods, 
where we lodged. Next day we went ten 
or a dozen miles farther, in fearch of wild 
beads ; but, finding none, we returned to 
the fame village, and the day following to 
Irkut(ky. 

The 10th, we were entertained with a 
famous Buratiky Shaman, who was alfo 
lama or pried, and was brought from a 
great diftance. As thefe (hamans make a 
great noife in this part of the world, and 
are believed, by the ignorant vulgar, to be 
infpired, I (hall give fome account of the 
behaviour of this one, in particular, by 
which it will appear that the whole is an 
impofition. 

He 
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He was introduced to the ambaflador by 
the commandant, accompanied by feveral 
chiefs of his own tribe, who treat him with 
great refpe&. He was a man of about 
thirty years of age, of a grave afpeft and 
deportment. At his introdu&ion, he had 
a cup of brandy prefented to him, which 
he drank, but refufed any more. 

After fome converfation, he was deOred 
to exhibit fome fpecimen of his art; but 
he replied, he could do nothing in a Ruf¬ 
fian houfe, becaufe there were fome images 
of faints which prevented his fuccefs. The 
performance was therfore adjourned to a 
Buratlky tent in the fuburbs. According¬ 
ly, in the evening, we went to the place 
appointed, where we found the ihaman, 
with feveral of his companions, round a 
little fire, fmoking tobacco, but no women 
among them. We placed ourfelvgs on one 
fide of the tent, leaving the other for him 
and his countrymen. After fitting about 
half an hour, the fliaman placed himfelf 
crofs-legged upon the floor, clofe by a few 

burn- 
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burning coals upon the hearth, with hU 
face towards his companions ; then he took 
two (licks, about four feet long each, one 
in each hand, and began to fing a difmal 
tune, beating time with the (licks ; all his 
followers joined in the chorus. During 
this part of the performance, he turned and 
didorted his body into many different pof- 
tures, till at lad he wrought himfelf up to 
fuch a degree of fury, that he foamed at 
the mouth, and his eyes looked red and da¬ 
ring. He now darted up on his legs, and fell 
a dancing, like one didraded, till he trode 
out the fire with his bare feet. Thefe un¬ 
natural motions^were, by the vulgar, attri¬ 
buted to the operations of a divinity j and, 
in truth, one would almod have imagined 
him poflefled by fome daemon. After being 
quite fpent with dancing, he retired to the 
door of the tent, and gave three dreadful 
(lirieks, by which, his companions faid, he 
called the daemon to dired him in anfwer- 
ing fuch quedions as lhould be propofed. 

He then returned, and fat down , in great 

com- « 
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compofure, telling he was ready to refolve 
any queftion that might be afked. Several 
of our people put queftions in abundance; 
all which he anfwered readily, but in fuch 
ambiguous terms that nothing could be 
made of them. He now performed feve- 
ral legerdemain tricks, fuch as ftabbing 
hirafelf with a knife, and bringing it up at 
at his mouth, running himfelf through 
with a fword, and many others too trifling 
to mention. In fhort, nothing is more e- 
vident than that thefe fhamans are a parcel 
of jugglers, who impofe on the ignorant 
and credulous vulgar. 

The 6th of April, we went to a monaf- 
tery, about five miles to the eaftward of 
this place, where we dined with tfie Arcb- 
biftiop of Tobolfky. This prelate had 
lately come hither to vifit fome monafte- 
ries, and, in his way, had baptifed a num¬ 
ber of Ofteaks and other heathens. From 
this time, till the 8th of May, little mate¬ 
rial happened. We waited patiently for 
the diflolving of the ice ou the Baykall 

lake, 
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lake, of which we expedited to receive the 
mod certain knowledge, by means of the 
floating ice on the Angara ; for, when this 
happens, that river is filled with floating 
cakes, which are driven along with great 
fury by the wind and current. 

The nth, the river was now clear of 
ice. Our baggage was (hipped on board 
large flat-bottomed boats, and drawn up 
the ftream; the wind being foutherly, 
made the progrefs of the boats very flow. 
The ambaflador, therefore, refolved to re¬ 
main at this place till he heard they had 
nearly reached the lake, which is about 
forty verft from Irkutfky. 

Before we left this place, Mr Kremen- 
(ky, our interpreter for the Latin tongue, 
died of a hedtic diforder. He was a Polifli, 
gentleman, and had laboured under this 
diftemper for fome years. 
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CHAP. V. 

/ 

From Irkutjky, crofs the Lake Bay- 
kail, to Selinginfky ; fome Account 
of the KutuchtUy &c. 


T HE 15 th of May, the weather being 
very hot, we v did not fet out till- after 
dinner, when we left Irkutfky, accompa¬ 
nied by the commandant and fome other 
officers of the place. We rode along the 
north bank of the river, through pleafant 
woods, and fome open fields, till we came, 
about midnight, to a few fifhermen’s huts, 
where we halted for a few hours, and re¬ 
peated our journey early next morning. 

Al 
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At noon, we arrived at a final 1 chapel, 
dedicated to St Nicolas, where travellers 
ufually pay their devotions, and pray for a 
profperous paflage over the lake. About 
this religious houfe there are a few fifher- 
men's huts. Two monks condantly at¬ 
tend, to put people in mind of their duty, 
and receive a fmall gratuity from the paf- 
fengers. 

Here we found our boats waiting for 
us below the falls of the Angara. From 
hence you can fee the lake, burfting out 
betwixt two high rocks, ai)d tumbling 
down over huge (tones, that lie quite crofs 
the river, which I reckon to be about an 
Englifh mile broad. The whole channel 
of the river is covered with thefe rocks, 
from the mouth of the lake down to the 
Chapel of St Nicolas, about the didance of 
an Englilh mile. There is no paflage for the 
fmalled boats, except along the ead (hore, 
thro’ a narrow (trait, between the rocks and 
the land. In the mod (hallow places, there 
is about five or fix feet water, and breadth 

all 
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all the way fufficient for any Angle vef- 
fel. But if, by ft refs of weather, or any 0- 
ther accident, a boat fhould have the mif- 
fortune tomifs this opening, and be thrown 
upon the rocks, fhe muft immediately be 
dafhed to pieces, and the whole crew ine¬ 
vitably perifh. The waters, dalhing upon 
the ftones, make a noife like the roaring of 
the fea, fo that people near them can 
fcarce hear one another fpeak. 1 cannot 
exprefs the awful nefs with which one is 
ftruck, at the fight of fuch aftonifhing 
fcenes of nature as appear round this place, 
and which, I believe, are not to be equalled 
in the known world. The pilots and fail— 
ors who navigate the lake fpeak of it with 
much reverence, calling it the Holy Sea, 
and the mountains about it the Holy Moun¬ 
tains j and are highly difpleafed with any 
perfon who fpeaks of it with difrefpedl, or 
calls it a lake. They tell a ftory of a cer¬ 
tain pilot who always gave it that appella¬ 
tion, but was feverely punifhed for his con¬ 
tempt. Being on a voyage in autumn, he 

and 
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And his crew were tolled from fide to fide 
of the lake, till they were half ftarved, and 
in great danger of perilhing. Neceffity, at 
laft, forced this hardy mariner to comply 
with the prevailing cuftotn, and . pray to 
the Holy Sea and Mountains to have com¬ 
panion on him in fuch.diftrefs. His pray¬ 
ers were effe&ual, and he arrived fafe to 
land ; but was obferved, ever after, to fpeak 
of the fea with the greateft refpedt. 

The afternoon was fpent inadjufting the 
tackle* and preparing the barks for being 
drawn up the ftrong narrow current. 

The 17th, the wind being contrary, and 
blowing pretty frefh, the pilots would not 
venture out. I, and three more of our 
company, took this opportunity of walk¬ 
ing up to the top of the mountains, where 
we had a full view of the fea, and the land 
to the fouth, on the other fide of it, and 
alfo to the weft, as far as it extends. The 
land on the fouth fide of the lake rifes gra¬ 
dually, till it terminates in hills moftly co¬ 
vered with wood ; but, on the weftern 

Ihore, 
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(hore, there are very high mountains, feve- 
ral whereof are overfpread with deep fnow, 
which we could eafily difcern, though at a 
great diftance. 

The Baykall Sea, oppofite to the mouth 
of the Selinga, is reckoned about fifty Eng- 
ltfh miles broad, though it is much broader 
in fome other places* and about three hun- 
-dred miles in length. It is wholly frelh 
water, and is fupplied by the Selinga, and 
many other rivers, from the fouth, and by 
the higher Angara from the eaft. The 
courfe of the fea is from fouth-weft to 
north-eaft, and has very few thelves or 
rocks. There is only one large ifland, 
near the middle of it, called Olchon. It is 
bounded on the north by a ridge of high 
rocks, which run fiom one end of it to the 
other. The only opening by which it dis¬ 
charges itfelf is that into the Angara, 
which, though it is a natural paflage, ap¬ 
pears as if cut through the rocks by art. 
In my opinion, one cannot imagine a more 
beautiful profpeft of nature, than is feen 

from 
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from the top of thefe mountains, which 
may eafily be perceived from the fliort and 
imperfect fketch I have drawn of it. The 
woods on the fummit of the rocks are 
fhort, and thinly fcattered ; but, on their 
declivity towards the north, and in the val¬ 
leys, the trees become gradually both taller 
and larger. There is abundance of game 
and wild beads in thefe woods, particularly 
the wild boar, which was the firft of that 
fpecies we found in this country; a cer¬ 
tain fign of a temperate climate ; for thefe 
animals cannot endure the exceflive cold 
in more northerly parts. The hunting of 
thefe animals being a dangerous kind of 
fport, we carefully avoided their haunts. In 
the evening, we returned to our barks at 
the chapel of Sc Nicolas. 

The Baykall is abundantly furnifhed 
with various kinds of excellent fifh, parti¬ 
cularly fturgeon, and a fhh called omully, 
in lhape and tafterefembling a herring, but 
broader and larger. The fea produces alfo 
great numbers of feals, whofe fkins are 

pre- 
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preferred in quality to thofe of feals caught 
in falt-water. I am of opinion, that both 
the feals and fifti in the Baykall came ori¬ 
ginally from the Northern Ocean* as the 
communication between them is open, tho* 
the diftance be very great. 

The feals are generally caught in winter, 
by ftrong nets hung under the ice. The 
method they ufe is, to cut many holes in 
the ice, at certain diftances from one ano¬ 
ther, fo that the fifhermen can, with long 
poles, ftretch their nets from one hole to 
another, and thus continue them to any 
diftance. The feals, not being able to bear 
long confinement under the ice, for want 
of air, fcek thefe holes for relief, and thus 
entangle themfelves in the nets. Thefe 
creatures, indeed, commonly make many 
holes for themfelves, at the fetting in of the 
froft. In this manner they catch, not only 
feals, but fifh of all kinds, in winter. 

The 18th, the wind being favourable, we 
put off from St Nicolas’s. As we had 
workmen enough, we left part of them on 

board 
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board, to aflift the pilot, by fetting poles, 
while the reft were employed on ftiore, in 
towing the barks againft a ftrong current. 
In about the fpace of three hours we got 
clear of the current, and all hands came on 
board. We were now quite becalmed, and 
obliged to take to our oars. We rowed a- 
long ftiore to the eaftward till about noan, 
when we had an eafy breeze, which foon 
carried us two thirds over the fea, under 
our main-fail. The wind now chopped a* 
bout to the eaft, and blew fo frefti, that we 
could not make the river Selinga, which 
was the port Where we intended to land* 
As thefe barks cannot turn to windward, we 
were drove about ten miles to the weft- 
ward of the Poffollky monaftery, which 
ftands about fix miles to the weftward of 
the Selinga, in a pleafant and fruitful plain, 
furnifliing an extenfive view in all direc¬ 
tions ; where, endeavouring to get to land 
at any rate, we fteered into a bay, in which 
we fancied we faw the Ihore covered with 
cockle-lhells or white fand. On a nearer 
Vol. I. S 8 approach, 
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approach, our miftake appeared. For what 
feemed (hells or land, at a diftance, was 
only graat and (mall cakes of ice, beating 
with the waves again ft the main body of 
the ice, which lay firm, and covered the 
whole bay. Our people, on diftinguilhing 
the ice, immediately (truck fail, and were 
in no fmall confufion. But Mr Ifmaeloff 
ordered the fail to be again fet, and to fteer 
dire&ly for the ice. In the mean time, all 
hands were employed in hanging boards a* 
bout the bow of the veflel, to prevent the 
cutting of the planks, and in fetting poles 
to pufh off the large cakes. At laft we 
came among the ice, which made a terrible 
rattling at (irft ; but the farther we advan¬ 
ced, the eafier our bark lay, till we came to 
the main body of the ice, where (he re¬ 
mained as unmoved as if (he had been in 
a mill-pond, though it ftill continued to 
blow hard. We now quitted the (hip, and 
walked about upon the ice, which was yet 
ftrong enough to carry horfes, By this 
time the fun was fet, which prevented our 

defign 
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defign of going afhorc, for the diftance was 
at lead five Englilh miles ; and there was 
a great gap in the ice near the place where 
we lay. 

. About midnight the wind turned wes¬ 
terly, and, at break of day, we left our Ra¬ 
tion, and failed to the eaftward, and, about 
noon, entered the river Selinga, where we 
found our other three barks. They ha- 
ving been two or three miles before us the 
preceding night, had time enough to reach 
anchoring ground, and, by this means, e- 
fcaped the ice, fo little expe&ed at this fea- 
fon of the year. We ourfelves, before en¬ 
tering the bay, had founded, in order to 
difcover whether we could come to an an¬ 
chor ; but no bottom could be found, tho’ 
we joined Several lead-lines together, a- 
mounting to above one hundred and fifty 
fathoms. 

The mouth of the Selinga is Surrounded 
with tall reeds, and contains Several iilands. 
The entry into it is very difficult, except 
the wind be fair, becaufe of many flats and 

Sand- 
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fand-banks, thrown up by the current of 
the river. Here we found great flocks of 
all kinds of water-fowl, particularly fnipes. 

The wind continuing fair, we failed up 
the river to a fmall oratory, dedicated alio 
to St Nicolas, where all hands went aihore 
to return thanks for their fafe palfage. The 
prior of the PoffoMky monaftery came to 
this place to falute the ambaflador, and 
brought a prefent of fifh, and fuch other 
provifion? as thefe religious houfes afford. 

In the evening we proceeded up the ri¬ 
ver, till night overtook us, when we hauled 
our boats clofe to the bank, and lay till 
next morning, which was the 20th of May. 
This day being calm, the barks were towed 
up the river; and we walked along the 
banks, hunting all the way in a very plea- 
iant country. At night we lay by, as forr 
merly. 

The 21 ft, the weather was very hot. 
We continued our voyage in the fame 
planner as before* 

The 
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The 22d, the wind being fair, we hoift- 
ed fails, and in the evening arrived at a 
large village, well built and peopled, called 
Kabbanfky Oftrogue. This place is plea¬ 
santly fituated, on a riling ground upon 
the weft bank of the river, furrounded 
with many corn-fields and much pafturage. 
Here we took new hands on board our 
barks, and difmilTed the former to return 
in open boats to Irkutfky. 

The 25th, we reached another large 
village called JJolftioy Zaimka, fituated in 
g fertile country. In the neighbourhood 
is a fmall rconaftery, and many lefler vil¬ 
lages. Many of the Buraty were en¬ 
camped, with their flocks and herds, on 
both fides of the river. 

The climate on this fide of the Baykall 
lake is much more temperate than on the 
north fide. The land produces rich crops 
of wheat, rye, bailey, oats, buck-wheat, 
and peafe; befides kitchen roots, and o- 
ther garden ftuff. The inhabitants have 
not yet begun to plant any kind of fruit- 

trees. 
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trees, which, I am perfuaded, would thrive 
exceedingly, as the winters are fliort, and 
the fnow does not lie above fix weeks or 
two months. The banks of the river ap¬ 
peared very pleafant, being finely varied 
with plains and woods. 

The 26th, we came to a large town, cal¬ 
led Udiniky, from the rivulet Uda, which 
runs into the Selinga, on the eaft bank. 
This place alfo Hands in a fertile plain, ha¬ 
ving hills covered with woods towards the 
eaft. In thefe hills are found feveral rich 
ores, particularly of lead ; in digging which 
many hands are now employed. The 
miners fay it is of too hard a quality ; how¬ 
ever, they have extracted confiderable 
quantities of filver from it; and I have 
been informed that they alfo found fome 
veins of filver ore. As thefe works are 
but lately begun, it is not doubted that they 
are capable of great improvement, at an 
eafy charge, as the metal lies fo near the 
furface. Samples of thefe ores have been 
fent to St Peterfburgh ; and, 1 am inform¬ 
ed, 
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cd, his Majefty has engaged fome German 
miners to make experiments upon them. 

Both here and on the Angara iron is to 
be found in great abundance at the very 
furface: But as the diftance is too great 
for exportation, it is not worth the labour. 
To fupply the common confumption of the 
country, the fmith takes his bellows, goes 
to the mine, and fmelts and works as much 
iron as he needs. I have feen fome of this 
iron of an excellent, foft, and pliable qua¬ 
lity. 

Befides the above mentioned, there are 
at this place very rich mines of copper. I 
have feen fome of the ore with large veins 
of pure copper running through it. I 
make no doubt but time and future diico- 
veries will bring thefe mines to perfection, 
to the great emolument of the Ruffian em¬ 
pire. 

All this country is under the jurifdi&ion 
of the commandant of Irkutfky, who fends 
deputies to all the towns of this extenfive 
province, to adminifter juftice, and take 

care 
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care of his Majefty’s revenues. The pow¬ 
er of nominating fub-governours and com¬ 
mandants, is veiled by his Majefty in the 
governour of Siberia, which gives him an 
authority equal to a fovereign prince. 

The ambaflador, finding the progrefs of 
the boats againft the dream very flow and 
tedious, being befides much peilered with 
gnats and muikitoes, refolved to go by 
land the reft of the way to Selinginlky: 
For which purpofe, the fuperintendant of 
this place ordered horfes, and a proper ef- 
cort, to be got ready againft next morning 
on the other fide of the river, the road on 
this fide being interrupted by thick woods 
and dtep rivers. 

The 27th, having fent off our barks, we 
crofted the river, and, having no baggage* 
we foon mounted. The road lay through 
a fine plain, covered with excellent grafs. 
In the evening we came to a fountain of 
pure water, where we lodged in the tents 
of the Buraty, and flept on bull-hides. 

The 
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The 28th, datly, we proceeded, travel¬ 
ling over fome pretty high hills overgrown 
with wood. About noon, we came to a 
river called Orongoy, which we crofted on 
a tall camel, it being too deep for horfes. 
At this place we found a number of the 
Buraty encamped, with their flocks gra¬ 
zing in the neighbourhood. 

Our horfes having fwam the river, we 
latent into one of the Buratfky tents till 
they were dried. The hofpitable landlady 
immediately fet her kettle on the fire to 
make us fome tea ; the extraordinary 
cookery of which I cannot omit defcri* 
blng. After placing a large iron kettle over 
the fire, (he took care to wipe it very clean 
with a horfe’s tail, that hung in a corner 
of the tent for that purpofe j then the wa¬ 
ter was put into it, and foon after fome 
coarfe bohea tea, which is got from China, 
and a little fait. When near boiling, {he 
took a large brafs ladle, and tolled the tea 
till the liquor turned very brown. It was 
now taken off the fire, and, after fubfiding 
Vol. I, T t a 
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a little, was poured clear into another vef- 
fel. The kettle being wiped clean with the 
horfe’s tail as before, was again fet upon 
the fire. The miftrefs now prepared a 
pafte, of meal and frefh butter, that hung 
in a fkin near the horfe’s tail, which was 
put into the tea-kettle and fried. Upon 
this pafte the tea was again poured, to 
which was added fome good thick cream, 
taken out of a clean Iheep’s fkin, which 
hung upon a peg among the pther things. 
The ladle was again employed, for the fpace 
of fix minutes, when the tea, being remo¬ 
ved from the fire, was allowed to (land a 
while in orddr to cool. The landlady now 
took fome wooden cups, which held about 
half a pint each, and ferved her tea to all 
the company. The principal advantage of 
this tea is, that it both fatisfies hunger and 
quenches thirft. I thought it hot difagree* 
able ; but fhould have liked it much better 
had it been prepared in a manner a little 
more cleanly. Our bountiful hofiefs, how¬ 
ever, gave us a hearty welcome j and as 

thefe 
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thefe people know not the ufe of money, 
there was nothing to pay for our enter¬ 
tainment. We only made her a prefent of 
a little tobacco to fmoke, of which thefe 
people are very fond. I have given this 
receipt with a view that fome European 
ladies may improve upon it. 

After this fhort repaft, we mounted a- 
gain ; and, in the evening, came to a neat 
Ruffian village, on the front of a pleafant 
hill covered with wood. This place is 
furrounded with extenfive valleys and fine 
pafturage, and our accommodation was 
better than the preceding night. Here we 
met Mr Firfofl^ colonel of the coffacks, or 
militia of Selinginfky, with a fquadron of 
horfe, armed with bows and arrows, and 
fome firelocks, who came to efcort the 
ambaffador to that place. 

The 29th of May we mounted early, 

and, by means of our coffacks, hunted and 

ranged the woods, as we went along, in 

the manner of this country, called oblave 

# 

in the Ruffian language. Their method is 

to 
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to form a femi-circle of horfemen, armed 
with bows and arrows, in order to indofe 
the game. Within the femi-circle a few 
young men are placed, who give notice 
when the game is fprung j thefe only are 
permitted to purfue, the others being con¬ 
fined, to keep their ranks. Our coflacks, 
with their arrows, killed three deer, and fe- 
veral hares : And, if killing harmlefs ani¬ 
mals can be called diverfion, this may pro¬ 
perly be reckoned one of the fineft. After 
this fafhion they hunt bears, wolves, foxes, 
and wild boars. 

About noon we catne to a village on the 
Selinga, where we halted a few hours, and 
then eroded the river in boats, which was 
near a mile broad at this place. Our cof- 
facks, however, fought no boats, except one 
to tranfport their arms, cloaths, and fad- 
dles ; which being done, all of them mount¬ 
ed their horfes, and plunged into the river 
without the lead concern. As foon as the 
fiorfes were fet a fwimming, for eafe to 
$hpm the men difinounted, and, laying hold 

of 
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of the mane with one hand, guided them 
gently by the bridle with the other. This 
is the common method in this country of 
tranfporting men and horfes, which I look 
upon to be both fafe and eafy, provided the 
horfe is managed with a gentle hand, with¬ 
out checking him with fudden jerks of the 
bridle. 

We halted a little, after eroding the ri¬ 
ver, till the horfes were dried; after which 
we mounted, and, in the evening, arrived 
at the town of Selinginlky, where we in¬ 
tended to wait for our barks, and the reft 
of our people. 

Selinginiky is fituated on the eaft bank 
pf the noble river Selinga, in a deep, bar¬ 
ren, Tandy foil, that produces almoft no¬ 
thing. The choice of this fituation was 
extremely injudicious ; for, had the foun¬ 
ders gone but half a mile further down, to 
the place where now the inhabitants have 
their gardens, they would have had a fi- 
tuation, in every refpeft, preferable to the 
prefeqt. 

This 
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This place confifts of about two hun¬ 
dred houfes and two churches, which are 
all of them built with wood. It is defen¬ 
ded by a fortification of ftrong pallifades, 
on which are mounted fome cannon. 

About a mile eaftward of the town is a 
ridge of high hills, quite covered .with 
wood. On the other fide of the river the 
country is open, dry, and fomewhat bar¬ 
ren, but affords excellent pafture, particu¬ 
larly for fheep, whereof the Buraty, the 
inhabitants, have large flocks. They are 
of that kind which hath broad tails j and 
their mutton is very good. Thefe people 
have, befides, a large fort of horned cattle, 
and abundance of horfes and camels, 
wherein all their riches confift. Here ends 
the tribe of the Buraty ; and the nation 
of the Mongalls begins. 

The Mongalls are a numerous people, 
and occupy a large extent of country, 
from this place to the Kallgan, which fig- 
nifies the Everlafting Wall, or the great 
wall of China. From this wall they ftretch 

them- 
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themfelves northward as far as the river 
Amoor, and from the Amoor weftward to 
the Baykall Sea, where they border with 
the territories of thp Kontayfha, or prince 
of the Black Kalmucks. On the fouth, 
they are bounded by a nation called Ton- 
guts, among whom the Delay-Lama has 
his refidence. One may eafily imagine, 
from the vaft tra& of land which the Mon¬ 
galls occupy, that they muft be very nu¬ 
merous, efpecially when it is confidered, 
that they live in a healthy climate, and 
have been engaged in no wars fince they 
were conquered, partly by the Ruffians on 
the weft, and partly by the Chinefe on the 
eaft; to whom all thefe people are now 
tributaries. In former times the Mongalls 
were troublefome neighbours to the Chi¬ 
nefe, againft whofe incurftons the great 
'wall was built. 

Kamhi, the prefent Emperor of China, 
was the firft who fubdued thefe hardy Tar¬ 
tars, which he effeSed more by kind ufage 
and humanity than by his fwordj for thefe 

people 
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people are glfeat lovers of liberty. The 
fame gentle treatment hath been obferved 
by the Ruffians towards thofe of them who 
are their fubje&s. And they themfelves 
confefs, that, under the protection of thefe 
two mighty Emperors, they enjoy more 
liberty, and live more at eafe, than they 
formerly did under their own princes. 

The prefent Prince of Mongalia is called 
Tufh-du-Chan, and refides about fix days 
journey to the fouth-eaft from Selinginfky. 
The place is called Urga, and is near to 
where the Kutuchtu or high-prieft inha* 
bits. When the Mongalls fubmitted them* 
felves to the Emperor of China, it was a*, 
greed, that the Tu(h-du-Chan fhould Hill 
maintain the name and authority of a prince 
over his people, |but undertake no war nor 
expedition without confent of the Empe¬ 
ror j which has ftri&ly been obferved ever 
fince. 

It is very remarkable, that in all the vaft 
dominions of Mongalia, there is not fo 
much as a (ingle houfe to be feen. All 

the 
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the people, even the prince and high-prieft, 
live conftantly in tents, and remove with 
their cattle from place to place as conveni- 
ency requires. 

Thefe people do not trouble themfelvea 

# 

with plowing or digging the ground in 
any fafhion, but are content with the pro¬ 
duce of their flocks. Satisfied with necef- 
faries, without aiming at fuperfiuities, they, 
purfue the mod ancient and Ample manner 
of life, which, I mud confefs, I think very 
pleafant in fuch a mild and dry climate. 

From the river Volga to the wall of 
China there are three great Tartar princes, 
the Ayuka-Chan, the Kontayfha, and the 
Tufh-du-Chan. Thefe three mighty na¬ 
tions have almoft the fame features, reli¬ 
gion, and language, and live in the fame 
manner. It will eafily be perceived, by 
calling an eye on the map, what an extent 
of territory thefe princes poffefs, whofe 
fubjcdts go by the general name of Kal¬ 
mucks. Few languages can carry a travel¬ 
ler over a greater extent of country than 
Vol, I. U u that 
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that of the Kalmucks. With the Arabic, 
indeed, a perfon may travel through many 
places of the eaft, from Egypt to the court 
of the Great Mogul; but with the Illyric, 
he can travel much further than with ei¬ 
ther of the former, viz. from the Gulf of 
Venice to the utmofl boundaries of Kamt- 
zatfka ; for the Ruffian is a dialed of the 
Illyric. 

The greateft part of Mongalia is one 
continued wafte, except the places along 
the Amoor, and towards the Ruffian bor¬ 
ders on the weft. The foil alfo to the 
fouth from Selinginfky, is exceedingly 
fine, and capable, by proper culture, of 
producing grain of feveral forts. 

Since I have mentioned the Amoor, I 
prefume this will be no improper place to 
give fome account of that river.. It is cal¬ 
led by the Tartars Shaggalyn-oulla* or the 
Black Dragon, 1 fuppofe from the colour 
of its waters, and the windings of its 
courfe. It is formed of two large rivers, 
tvhofe fources are in the defert, far to the 

eaftward 
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eaftward of this place. One 13 called Ar¬ 
gun, which iflues from a lake named De¬ 
lay ; the other is Ingoda, on the north 
t>ank of which hands the famous Ruffian 
town Nertzinfkyi The conflux of thefe 
rivers produces the Amoor, which runs to¬ 
wards the eaft, augmenting daily by means 
of the many great and fmall ftreams it re¬ 
ceives, till it becomes one of the largeft 
rivers in this part of the world, and, after 
a long courfe, difcharges itfelf into the 
Eaftern or Chinefe ocean. It is remark¬ 
able, that from Cazan to thefe parts, the 
Amoor is the only river that runs eaft¬ 
ward. Molt, if not all, of the great rivers 
in Siberia have their courfes to the north 
and north-weft. 

Our barks arrived at Selinginfky on the 
4th of June. After we had taken out of 
them what neceflaries we wanted, they 
were defpatched with the reft of the bag¬ 
gage, for their greater fecurity, to his Ma- 
jefty’s ftore-houfes at Strealka* about four 

miles 
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miles up the river, where the caravan for 
China then lay. 

In the mean time, the ambaflador wrote 
a letter to the Allegada, or prime minifter, 
at the imperial court of Pekin, to notify 
his arrival, and defire his excellency 
would give orders for his reception on the 
borders. This letter was fent to the Prince 
of Mongalia t to be by him forwarded to 
court j for no ftrangers are allowed to tra¬ 
vel through his territories to China with¬ 
out his permiffion. The officer who car¬ 
ried the letter to the prince, was treated 
with great civility, and his letter immedi¬ 
ately fent to court by an exprefs. A few 
days after, the prince fent two gentlemen, 
one of whom was a lama, to congratulate 
the ambaflador on his arrival in thefe parts. 
They were invited to dine with the am- 
haflfador, and behaved very decently. 

The fame officer, who carried the am- 
baflador’s letter to the Prince of Mongalia 
at Urga, was ordered to prefent his com¬ 
pliments to the Kutuchtu, or high prieft, 

who 
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who is a near relation of the prince. He 
received the officer in a very friendly man¬ 
ner, defxred him to fit down in his pre¬ 
fence j an honour granted to very few, 
except ambafladors and pilgrims from re¬ 
mote countries ; and, at his departure, 
gave him a prefent of fome inconfiderable 
things, particularly a few pieces of Chi- 
nefe filks. 

I cannot leave this venerable perfonage, 
without taking fome notice of him. I ffiall 
therefore relate a few things concerning 
him, among thoufands more ridiculous, 
which the people in this country tell and 
believe. 

This extraordinary man aflumes to him- 
felf the character of omnifcience, which is 
the interpretation of the word Kutuchtu ; 
and the people are taught to believe that he 
really knows all things paft, prefent, and fu¬ 
ture. As his intelligence, by means of his 
lamas,is veryextenfive, he is eafily able toim- 
pofe on the vulgar in this particular. They 

alfo 
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alfo believe, that he is immortal, not that 
his body lives always, but that his foul, 
upon the decay of an old one, immediately 
tranfmigrates into fome young human bo¬ 
dy, which, by certain marks, the lamas 
difcover to be animate^ by the foul of the 
Kutuchtu, and he is accordingly treated as 
high prieft. 

When the fpirit of the Kutuchtu has ta¬ 
ken pofleflion of a new bodj, that is, in 
plain Englilh, when he is dead, the lamas 
are immediately employed to difcover in 
what part of the world this wonderful per- 
fon is regenerated, or born again, as they 
exprefs it. They need, however, go to no 
great diftance to find him ; for, the affair 
being previoufly concerted among the chief 
lamas, they foon determine the choice of a 
fuccefior, who generally happens to be a 
young boy that has been well inftruSed 
how to behave on that occafion. When a 
fuccefior is pretended to be found, a com¬ 
pany of lamas are fent to examine the 
matter, who carry along with them many 

toys* 
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toys, fuch as fmall filver bells, and things 
of thatnature, which belonged to the for¬ 
mer Kutuchtu, intermixed with others that 
did not. All thefe are laid before the 
child, who picks out fuch things as belong¬ 
ed to his predeceflor, and difcovers the 
greateft fondnefs for them, but reje&s with 
difguft whatever is not genuine. Befides 
this trial, fome queftions are put to him, 
relative to wars or remarkable events, in 
his former ftate ; all which are anfwered 
to the fatisfa&ion x>f the conclave ; where¬ 
upon he is unanimoufly declared to be the 
felf-fame Kutuchtu, is condu&ed with great 
pomp and ceremony to Urga, and lodged 
in the tent of the high prieft. 

Till the new Kutuchtu arrives at a cer¬ 
tain age, he is entirely under the govern¬ 
ment of the lamas, and few are permitted 
to fee him, except at a great diftance, and 
even then it is not eafy to get accefs to him. 
It may feem furprifing, that in fo numerous 
an affembly of lamas, no intrigues fhould 
be carried on, nor difputes arife, among 

the 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



3^4 A JOURNEY 1730; 

the ele&ors. All is conduced without 
noife or contention. It is, however, ima¬ 
gined, that the authority of the prince 
greatly contributes to their unanimity. 

The Mongalls relate, that their Kutuchtu 
now has lived fourteen generations, and re¬ 
news his age every moon ; for at the new 
moon he appears like a youth ; when (he 
is full, like a full-grown man j but, when 
near the change, he is an old man with 
gray hairs. 

What they call the Urga is the court, or 
the place where the prince and high pried 
refide, who are always encamped at no 
great diftance from one another. They 
have feveral thoufand tents about them, 
which are removed from time to time. The 
Urga is much frequented by merchants 
from China and Ruflia, and other places, 
where all trade is carried on by barter, 
without money of any kind. The Chinefc 
bring hither ingots of gold, damafks, and 
other filk and cotton duds, tea, and fome 
porcelain, which are generally of an infe¬ 
rior 
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rior quality, and proper for fuch a market. 
The Ruffian commodities are chiefly furs 
of all forts. Rhubarb is the principal ar¬ 
ticle which is exchanged for thefe goods, 
great quantities whereof are produced in 
this country without any culture. The 
Mongalls gather and dry it in autumn, and 
bring it to this market, where it is bought 
up, at an eafy rate, both by the Ruffian 
and Chinefe merchants. 

The Kutuchtu and his lamas are all 
clothed in yellow; and no layman is al¬ 
lowed to wear this colour except the prince. 
This mark of diftin&ion makes them 
known and refpe&ed every where. They . 
alfo wear about their neck a firing of beads, 
which are ufed in faying their prayers; 
The Mongalls believe in and worffiip one 
Almighty Creator of all things; They 
hold that the Kutuchtu is God’s vicegerent 
on earth, and that there will be a ftate of 
future rewards and punifhments. 

The following relation, which I had 
from a Ruffian merchant, to whom the 
Vol. I, X x 
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thing happened, will ihow the methods 
taken by thefe lamas to maintain the digni¬ 
ty and chara&er of their mighty high-prieft. 
This merchant had gone to the Urga, with 
an intention to trade with the Chinefe. 
While he was at this place, fome pieces of 
damafk were llolen out of his. tent. He 
made a complaint to fome of the lamas 
with whom he was acquainted, and the 
matter was foon brought before the Kut- 
uchtu, who immediately ordered proper 
fteps to be taken with a view to find out 
the thief. The affair was conducted in this 
uncommon manner; one of the lamas took 
a bench with four feet, which feems to 
have been of the conjuring kind : After 
turning it feveral times in different direc¬ 
tions, at lad it pointed dire&ly to the tent 
where the ftolen goods lay concealed. The 
lama now mountfcd aftride on the bench, 

and foon carried it> or, as was commonly 

< 

believed, it carried him to the very tent; 
where he ordered the damafk to be produ¬ 
ced. The demand was dire&ly complied 
' with j 
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with j for it is in vain, in fuch cafes, to 

t 

offer any excufe* 

I (hall now fubjoin a few obfervations 
on the Delay-Lama, or prieft of the defert, 
who is reckoned ftill fuperior to the Kut- 
uchtu. He lives about a month’s journey 
to the fouth-eaft of this place, among a 
people called the Tonguts, who ufe a dif¬ 
ferent language from the Kalmucks. I 
am informed that the religion of the Ton- 
guts is the fame with that of the Mongalls; 
that they hold the fame opinions with re- 
fpett to the tranfmigration of the Delay- 
Lama, as the Mongalls do about the Kut- 
uchtu, and that he is elected in the fame 
manner. What appears moft furprifing is, 
that thefe two mighty Lamas keep a good 
correfpondence, and never encroach on one 
another’s privileges. The word delay fig- 
nifies either the fea, or a great plain, fuch 
as this prieft inhabits. 
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Occurrences at Sel'tngin/ky ; jeveral 
parties of hunting ; and journey 
continued to Saratzyn , the boundary 
between the Ruffian and Chinefe 
territories . 


T H E Tonguts are a feparate people, 
governed by a Prince whom they 
pall Lazin-Chan. One of their princes was 
lately killed in an engagement with the 
Kontayfha, King of the Black Kalmucks. 
The Delay-Lama himfelf narrowly efcaped 
being taken prifoner, notwithftanding all 
Jus forefight. The Lama threatened the 

Konr 
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Kontayiha with many difafters, as the con-* 
fequences of fuch proceedings. The Kon- 
tayfha, however, regarded them very little, 
till he had attained his ends ; after which 
he generoully reinftated both the Prince and 
the Delay-Lama in their former dignity. 
The Kontayfha is of the fame profefiion 
with the Delay-Lama, and acknowledges 
his authority in religious matters. 

I am informed there is a third Lama, 
called Bogdu-Pantzin, of ftill greater au¬ 
thority than either of the former. But, as 
he lives at a great diflance, near the fron¬ 
tiers of the Great Mogul, he is little known 
in thefe parts. Though I am unwilling 
to throw the leaft refle&ion on any fociety 
of men inftituted for the promotion of re¬ 
ligion and virtue, from all I can collect 
concerning thefe Lamas, they are little 
better than (hamans of fuperior dignity. 

The anfwer to the letter, which the am- 
bafiador had written to Pekin, was not yet 
arrived. In the mean time, we were obli¬ 
ged to remain at Selinginlky, where we en¬ 
tertained 
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tertained ourfelves in the beft manner we 
could. 

June the 12th, walking along the bank 
of the river, I was a little furprifed at the 
figure and drefs of a man (landing among 
ar number of boys who were angling for 
finall fifties. The perfon bought all the 
fifties alive, and immediately let them go 
again into the river, which he did very 
gently, one by one. The boys were very 
civil to him, though they looked upon him 
as didrafted, on account of his behaviour. 
During this ceremony, he took little notice 
of me, though I fpoke to him feveral 
times. I foon perceived, by his drefs, and 
the ftreak of faffron on his forehead, that 
he was one of the Brachmans from India. 

After fetting all the fifh a-fwimming, he 
feemed much pleafed; and, having learned 
a little of the Ruffian language, and a fmat- 
tering of the Portuguefe, began to converfe 
with me. I carried him to my lodgings, 
and offered to entertain him with a dram ; 
but he would tafte nothing ; for he faid it 

was 
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was againft the rules of his religion to eat 
or drink with ftrangers. 

I afked him the reafon why he bought 
the fifli to let them go again ? He told me, 
that, perhaps, the fouls of fome of his de- 
ceafed friends or relations had taken poflef- 
fion of thefe fiflies ; and, upon that fuppo- 
fition, it was his duty to relieve them : 
That, according to their law, no animal 
whatever ought to be killed or eaten ; and 
they always lived on vegetables. 

After this interview, we became fo fami¬ 
liar, that he came every day to vifit me. 
He was a chearful man, about feventy 
years of age. He had a bufli of hair grow¬ 
ing on his forehead, very much matted, 
and, at leaft fix feet in length. When it 
hung loofe, it trailed upon the ground be¬ 
hind him; but he commonly wore it wrap¬ 
ped about his head^ in form of a turban. 
The hair was not all his own, but colle&ed 
as relics of his friends, and others of his 
profeflion, reputed faints j all which he had 
intermixed and matted with his natural 

hair. 
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hair. Perfons of this charader are called 
Faquers, and eftecmcd facrcd every where. 

He told me he was a native of Indoftan, 
and had often been at Madrafs, which he 
called Chinpatan, and laid it belonged to 
the EngliCh. This circumftance, added to 
feveral others, made me believe he was no 
impoftor, but an innocent kind of creature, 
as are moil of that fed. He came to this 
country, in company with fome others of 
his countrymen, on a pilgrimage, in order 
to pay their devotions to the Kutuchtu and 
Delay-Lama. They had been twelvemonths 
on their journey, and had travelled all the 
way on foot, over many high mountains 
and wafte deferts, where they were obliged 
to carry their provifions, and even water, 
on their backs. 1 ihowed him a map of 
Alia, whereon he pointed out the courfe of 
his journey ; but found many errors in the 
geography; and no wonder j fince few 
Europeans would have had the refolution 
to undertake fuch a journey as this man 
had done. 

Th« 
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The 14th, a chief named Tayfha, of 
thofe Mongalls who are fubje&s of his Ma- 
jefty, came to pay his refpeds to the am- 
baffador, who gave him a friendly recep¬ 
tion, and kept him to dinner. He was a 
merry old man, near fourfcore, but fo vi¬ 
gorous, that he could mount a horfe with 
as much agility as many young men. He 
was accompanied with five Tons, and many 
attendants, who treated him with equal re- 
fped as a king ; and even his Tons would 
not fit down in his prefence, till he defired 
them* I confefs it gave me great pleafure 
to fee the decency with which they beha¬ 
ved. One of our company, a pretty fat man, 
afked the Tayfha what he fhould do in or* 
der to be as lean as he was ? The old man 
replied in thefe few words, “ Eat lefs, and 
work more A faying worthy of Hippo¬ 
crates himfelf. In his youth he had been 
engaged in many battles with the Chinefe, 
whom he held in great contempt. As he 
was a keen fportfman, the ambaffador made 
an appointment with him for a grand hunt- 
Vol. I. Y y ing 
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ing match. After which he and his reti¬ 
nue returned to their tents. 

The 15th, we dined at Strealka with the 
commiflary, Mr Stepnikoff, of the caravan 
going to China. Strealka is fituated, as I 
formerly obferved, about three or four miles 
up the river from Selinginfky, in a fruitful 
plain of a triangular figure, formed by the 
conflux of two fine riversj the Strealka, 
running from the eaft, and the Selinga, 
from the fouth. This would have been the 
ftrongeft and mod beautiful fituation of a- 
ny in this province, for the town of Selin- 
ginfky. I am informed, that the founders 
had a view to this delightful place j but the 
choice was determined againft them by fu- 
perftitious lots, to which it was referred. 
This method of choofing fituations by lot 
has hurt many noble cities, and rendered 
the work of ages ineffectual to remedy the 
error. 

The fame evening we returned, by wa¬ 
ter, to Selinginfky ; and next day went a 
hunting to the weft of the Selinga. We 

had 
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had about two hundred Coflacks along 
with us, who followed the common me¬ 
thod of ranging the woods, mentioned a- 
bove. We killed fix roe-bucks, and many 
hares. In the evening, we pitched our 
tents about a fountain, and feafted on vc- 
nifon. 

The 16th, early, we left the woods to 
our right, and defcended into a barren plain, 
where we found great flocks of antelopes. 
Our people killed about twenty of them. 
Thefe animals avoid the woods, and fre¬ 
quent the open plains and deferts. They 
are exceedingly fwift and watchful; and 
fo far refemble fheep, that, if one breaks 
through the circle, the whole flock fol¬ 
lows, though an hundred horfemen were 
in the way, which proves the deftrudtion 
of many of thefe creatures. The noife of 
the arrows, with which they are hunted, 
contributes much to their confufion. The 
heads of thefe arrows are broad, and fixed 
in a round bit of bone, with two holes in 

it. 
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It,, which make them whiffle as they fly 
through the air. 

At noon, we fet up our tents near a lake 
of brackilh water called Solonoy-ofera, or 
the fait lake. Round the edge lies a thick 
fcurf of fait, as white as (how, which the 
inhabitants gather for ufe. Here we found 
great flocks of water-fowl; fuch as fwans, 
geefe, ducks. The weather being very 
hot, 'we remained till next day. 

The 17th, we hunted along the fame 
wafte plain, directing our courfe to the 
fouth, towards the river Selinga. This 
day alfo we had very good (port. In the 
afternoon, we pitched our tents near a 
fpring of frefh water, which is no fmall ra¬ 
rity in thefe parched deferts, and Is as much 
regarded here, as a good inn would be in 
other parts of the world. I found at this 
place a prickly fhrub, about three feet high, 
with a beautiful fmooth bark as yellow as 
gold. 

The 18th, in the morning, we had ter¬ 
rible flafhes of lightning, accompanied witty 

thunder^ 
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thunder, and heavy Ihowers of hail and 
rain, which determined us to leave the 
plains, and return, by the fhorteft road, to 
Selinginfky. Befides the game already 
mentioned, we found many large buftards, 
which haunt the open country. As it is a 
very large bird, and rifes llowly, our light 
horfemen killed feveral of them with their 
arrows. 1 

The 24th, arrived an officer from the 
court of Pekin, fent on purpofe to difcover 
the number and quality of the etnbafly. 
This gentleman, whofe name was Tulifirin, 
was a Mantfhu Tartar by birth, and a 
member of the tribunal for weftern affairs, 
with which he was very well acquainted* 
Thefe .officers are called Surgutfky by the 
Mongalls, and by the Europeans Manda¬ 
rin, a Fortuguefe word derived from man- 
do. He had formerly been in this coun«- 
try, and had learned the Ruffian language. 
He pretended to have been employed on 
fome bufinefs with the Tufh-du-Chan at 
XJrgs, and, hearing of the ambaflador’s ar¬ 
rival, 
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rival, had come to pay hia refpe&s to him. 
It was, however, well known, that he was 
fent to inquire whether the atnbailador 
came on a friendly errand. He was re¬ 
ceived very kindly ; and, after he had ftaid 
three days, and made his obfervations, re¬ 
turned very well fatisfied. At his depar¬ 
ture, he told the ambaflador, that orders 
would foon be given for his reception on 
the frontiers ; but thefe could not be iflued 
till his arrival at court, becaufe on his re¬ 
port the whole affair depended. This wife 
and cautious nation, jealous of all the 
world, fuffer none to enter their territories 
but fuch as bring friendly melfages. By 
this circumftance we were confined fome 
time longer at Selinginlky. 

I fhall now give a defcription of the 
courfe of the Selinga, according to the beft 
information I could procure from thefe 
who had been at its fource. The Selinga 
is formed of two other rivers, called the 
Idyr and the Tzolato, coming from the 
mountains of Kungay, far to the fouth- 

ward 
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ward of this place. It is afterwards joined 
by twO inconfiderable rivers, the Orchon 
from the fouth-eaft, and the Tzida from 
the fouth-weft, and laftly by the Strealka 
from the eaft, a little above the town of 
Selinginlky. At this place it is at leaft 
twice the breadth of the river Thames, and 
is navigable a great way above it. The 
courfe now is due north, till it difcharges 
itielf into the Baykall lake. The fource 
of thi6 river is eftimated at the diftance of 
ten or twelve days journey above Selin- 
ginfky, which is the common method of 
computation in this country. It is plenti¬ 
fully furnifhed with variety of excellent 
fi(h. The omuly, which I formerly de- 
fcribed, come in vaft fhoals from the Bay¬ 
kall in autumn up this river to fpawn $ 
after which, they return to the fea fo weak 
that many of them are carried down float¬ 
ing on the furface of the flream. During 
the progrefs of the omuly up the river, the 
inhabitants of the adjacent villages aflemble 
with their nets, and catch as many of them 

as 
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as they pleafe. On this occafion the poor 
take what they can ufe, and the reft are 
left upon the banks. Thefe fifties advance 
up the river about ten miles a-day. On 
their firft appearance, • the report is foon 
fpread over the country, and, in two or 
three hours, the people catch as many as 
they need, either for prefent ufe or winter 
provifions. This fifli is very agreeable 
food, either frefti or falted. It is obferved, 
they are much better and fatter the nearer 
they are caught to the fea j a plain argu¬ 
ment, that, were they caught in the fea, 
they would ftill be preferable to any caught 
in the river. I have often thought, what 
ineftimable treafure thefe omuly would 
produce in other parts of the world, where¬ 
as here, the confumption being fmall, they 
are little valued. It is remarkable, that the 
omuly are not to be found at any feafon 
in the Angara, or other rivers to the north 
of the Baykall. 

July 5th, the Tayfha-Batyr arrived, in 
confequence of his appointment with the 

ambaflador, 
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ambaflador, and brought along with hint 
three hundred men, well mounted, for the 
chace. This old gentleman had the appef* 
lation of Batyr ; a title of great refpett a- 
mong the Mongalls. It fignifies a hero, 
and is conferred only on thofe who have 
fignalized themfelves by their courage and 
conduct in the field of battle. Befides thefe 
Mongalls, we carried with us fifty of our 
cofiacks and our tents, as we propofed to be 
abroad fome days. 

Early on the 6th, we took our way to 
the eaftward, over high hills, and through 
tall woods, having almoft no underwood 
to incommode the horles, or interrupt our 
view, which made it very pleafant. After 
riding a few miles, the Tayflia, being ma¬ 
iler of the chace, ordered his men to ex¬ 
tend their lines. The Tayflia and we were 
in the center, and often faw the game pafs 
us, purfued by the horfemen, at full fpeed, 
without the leaft noife, but the whittling 
of arrows. The horfes, being accufiomed 
to this kind of fport, follow the game as a 

Vol. I. Z z grey. 
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greyhound does a hare ; fo that the riders 
lay the bridles on their necks, and attend 
to nothing but their bows and arrows. One 
may eafily imagine the exquifite entertain¬ 
ment, in feeing feveral of thefe horfemen 
in purfuit of an elk or ftag through the 
valleys. When the animal is driven from 
the woods, it flies for fafety to the neareft 
rocks. Some of thefe creatures are nearly 
as large and flrong as the horfes that hunt 
them. The flags are of two kinds ; one 
called zuber, the fame with the German 
crownhitfh, but fomewhat larger. The 
zuber is large and beautiful, and carries its 
head almoft upright as it runs, which pre¬ 
vents its horns being entangled with 
branches of trees. There are none of them 
in Ruflia, nor even in Siberia, except about 
the Baykall lake, and eaftward from it ; 
the places farther to the north being too 
cold for them. The elk is larger than the 
flag, and flronger made, having alfo long 
branchy horns, but a little fiat. 

Tired 
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*Hred with fport, we left the hills in the 
afternoon, and came down into a fine val* 
ley, where we pitched our tents near a pure 
brook. The Tay£ba then ordered all the 
dead game to be brought before him, and 
ranged in proper order. We found that 
this day we killed no lefs than five large 
elks, four flags, a dozen roe-bucks, fever al 
wolves and foxes, befides fawns and hares. 

The Tayfha caufed the game to be di¬ 
vided among the huntfmen, who began im¬ 
mediately to drefs it, fome of them by. 
boiling, others by broiling, and eat it with¬ 
out either bread or fait. The tails of the 
flags, which by thefe people are reckoned 
very delicate, fell to the Tayfha’s (hare* 
He cut them into Dices, and eat them raw< 
I eat a bit of one of them, and thought it 
very palatable. The tafte refembled no¬ 
thing fo much as that of frefh caviare. 
After we had feafted on variety of excel- 
tent venifon, for we had no other provi- 
fions, we went to reft, well fatisfied with 
the diyerfion of the day, 

J»!r 
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July 7th, early in the morning, we left 
the plains, and directed our courfe eaft- 
ward, in the fame. order we obferved the 
preceding day. As our fport was much 
the fame, 1 need not mention the particu¬ 
lars. About noon we pitched our tents, 
near a fpring of freflt water, in a valley 
where the grafa was about two feet long. 
This circumstance is a proof of the good- 
nefs of the foil, which, in rhy opinion, can- 

i 

not fail, if properly cultivated, to produce 
any hind of grain. As the weather was 
exceffively hot, we ftaid in this place till 
next day. 

July 8th, we continued our fport in the 
woods till noon, when we came into an 
extenlive plain, in which we fet up our 
tents, near a fpring of brackifh water. In 
this place we obferved feveral flocks of an¬ 
telopes, which we referved for next day r s 
hunting. 

•In the morning, our Taylha difpatched 
fome of his horfemen to the tops of the 
hills, in order to difeovef where the ante- 

lope* 
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lopes were feeding; which, as 1 formerly 
obferved, are the moft watchful, and, at 
the lame time, the fwifteft animals in tlie 
world* When they returned, we extended 
our wingsto a great diftance, that we might 
furround thefe creatures with the greater 
eafe ; and, before noon, our people killed 
above twenty of them. After which we 
returned to our tents that were left Hand¬ 
ing in the morning. 

July 10th, we took leave of the Taylha, 
whofe tents were to the eaft of this place, 
and returned next day to Selinginlky. 

During this fhort excurfion, 1 could not 
enough admire the beauty of the country 
through which we pa fled. The gentle ri- 
fing of the hills, many of which have their 
tops only covered with wood, and the fer¬ 
tility of the vales, contribute to form one 
of the moft delightful landfcapes the world 
can afford. To this may be added the 
temperature and drynefs of the climate, in 
which refpe£t this far exceeds any country 
with which I am acquainted. After mid- 

fummer 
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fummer there is almoft no rain till Decem¬ 
ber, when the fnow falls, and in fuch mo¬ 
derate quantities that it does not hinder the 
cattle from lying abroad all the winter. 

In furveying thefe fertile plains and 
pleafimt woods, I have often entertained 
myfelf with painting, in my own imagina¬ 
tion, the neat villages, country-feats, and 
farm-houfes, which, in procefs of time, 
may be ere&ed on the banks of the rivers, 
and brows of the hills. There is here 
wade land enough to maintain, with eafy 
labour, feveral European nations, who are 
at prefent confined to barren and ungrate¬ 
ful foils; and, with regard to the Mon¬ 
galls, whofe honefty and fimplicity of man¬ 
ners are not unamiable, I fhould like them 
very well for neighbours. 

From what I have read of North Ame¬ 
rica, I am of opinion, that this country re- 
fembles none fo much as fomeof our colonies 
in that quarter of the world, particularly the 
inland parts of Pennfylvania and Mary¬ 
land. Both countries lye nearly in the 

fame 
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fame latitude ; in the one we find great 
lakes and mighty rivers ; in the other, the 
Baykall Sea and rivers, which for the length 
of their courfe and quantity of water, may 
be ranked with any in the weftern world. 

Having .refted ourfelves a few days after 
our fatigue, on the i6th of July, we fet 
out on another hunting-match, attended by 
our own coflacks, and a few of the neigh¬ 
bouring Mongalls. We went on this oc- 
cafion farther northward, and nearer to the 
Baykall lake than in our former expedi¬ 
tion. Our fport was almoft of the fame 
kind as already deferibed. I (hall only add, 
that both the flag and elk fhed their horns 
once a year j at which time they retire to 
thickets and folitary places, till their horns 
begin to fpring again. It is furprifing that 
animals fo large, with fuch prodigious 
weight of branchy horns, fhould run, with 
almoft incredible fpeed, through the thick- 
eft woods, without entangling themfelves : 
But, to avoid this misfortune, they point 
their nofes always parallel to the horizon. 

When 
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When either the elk or (lag are clofcly at¬ 
tacked, they make a vigorous defence both 
with horns arid hoofs. At ratting time 
efpecially, thefe creaturerare fo very furi¬ 
ous, that it is extremely dangerous for any 
perfon to approach their haunts; they will 
then run at a man full fpeed, and, if he 
efcapes being wounded by their horns, will 
trample him to death with their (harp 
hoofs. As the weather was exceffively 
hot, we kept .the field only two days, and 
then returned to Selinginfky, 

. Jdly 2Qth r an6ther Mandarin arrived 
fjrom Pekin, accompanied by an officer 
from Arga, who brought a letter to the 
ambaflador from the Tufh-du-Chan, ac¬ 
quainting bin), that hie might foon expert a 
perfon, properly authorifed, to condnft him 
tp the imperial city. No news could be 
more agreeable. We hoped now to he 
foon releafed from this folitary place, and 
arrive at the end of our journey. We 
were indeed well enough lodged, and 
wanted neither the neceflaries nor conveni¬ 
ences 
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encies of life. The abundance of rural di¬ 
versions which this place afforded, coinci¬ 
ding happily with the' genius of moft of 
our gentlemen, and the harmony that fub- 
fifted among the retinue, though compofed 
of people from moft nations in Europe, and 
fome from Alia, contributed not a little to 
our palling the time very agreeably. Not- 
withftanding thefe advantages, and the af¬ 
fability and courteous behaviour of the 
ambaftador, which heightened them all, we 
were uneafy at being detained fo long on 
the frontiers. We were apprehenfive that 
fome accident might happen to prevent our 
journey, efpecially as it was reported a- 
mong the Mongalls, that the Emperor of 
China, being far advanced in years, was 
fometimes fick, and not difpofed to receive 
foreign minifters. 

The 24th, there fell fuch a Shower of 
hail-ftones as no man then alive had ever 
feen. It was happy for us we were not 
then abroad, as the open field affords no 
kind of Shelter* The hail lay fome days in 
Yql. I. 3 A the 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



'379 A JOURNEY 1720. 

the woods and cooled the air, which before 
that time had been exceffively hot. This 
day the Kutuchtu fent two lamas to coni'* 
pliment the amhalfador, to wifti him a good 
journey, and a happy fight of the Empe- 
ror, or Boghdoy-chan, as he is called by 
thefe people. 

Auguft 9th, a courier arrived from Pe¬ 
kin, who told the ambaflador that he had 
pafled our condu&or on the road, and that 
we lhould now prepare for our journey to 
the capital, as that gentleman would arrive 
in a few days. 

On the 24th, our condu&or, called Lo- 
my*- at laft arrived. He was by birth a 
JVlantfhu Tartar, and a member of the court 
for the weftern department. After remain¬ 
ing with us for fome days, he returned to 
Yolla, a place upon the border, in order tp 
procure horfes and camels for purjour- 
ney. 

September 8th, we fent our baggage by 
water to Strealka, and next day we follow¬ 
ed it. We lived in tents, while we (laid at 

this 
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this place, till horfes and camels were got 
ready. In the mean time, our people were 
employed in packing up the baggage into 
proper loads for camels* Strealka, I for¬ 
merly obferved, is the place where his Ma- 
jefty’s commiflary of the caravan has his 
abode, and the government of Siberia theit 
ftore-houfes. I imagine, therefore, it will 
not be improper, before we proceed, to 
give fome account of the trade carried on 
from this place. 

Formerly the fur trade was free to all 
his Majefty’s fubjetts, both Ruffians and 
Tartars. The merchants repaired to Sibe¬ 
ria at the proper feafons, where they bought* 
at cheap rates, all the rich furs they could 
find, and difpofed of them in Perfia* Tur¬ 
key, and Poland, at a price much below thd 
real value. The government of Siberia 
perceived a very confiderable diminution 
of the revenue in that country, and foon 
difeovered the true caufe of it; which was* 
that a great part of the furs belonging to 
his Majefty remained unfold. Upon in- 

<juiry, 
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quiry, it appeared that this was owing to 
the foreign markets being fupplied with 
thefe commodities at low rates, by the fub- 
je&s, before the goods belonging to the 
government could be expofed to fale. The 
government of Siberia reprefented to his 
Majefty the lofs of fo confiderable a branch 
•of his revenue ; in confequence of which, 
an order was immediately iflued, prohibit¬ 
ing all private perfons for the future to 
export fables in particular. Since this re¬ 
gulation took place, the government have 
fent their own furs, generally once in three 
years, by caravans to China. The value 
of one of thefe caravans is reckoned to a- 
mount to four or five thoufand roubles, 
and yields a return of at lead double that 
fum. The Emperor of China, from regard 
to the friendfliip and good neighbourhood 
of his Majefty, gi'ves the caravans free 
quarters, and liberty to difpofe of their 
goods, and buy others, without exa&ing 
any impoft. At firft the Emperor not on¬ 
ly gave the caravan free quarters, but alfo 

maintained. 
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maintained, at his own charge, both men 
and horfes during their day in Pekin. This 
lad expreflion of his Majefty’s bounty is, 
however, now withdrawn. 

September 15th, our conductor having 
acquainted the ambaflador that the horfes 
and camels were ready, our baggage was 
defpatched to the frontiers, efcorted by 
our own foldiers and fotne Coflacks; tho* 
indeed there was no great occafion for any 
guard, as the Mongalls feem to have little 
ufe for any thing thac belonged to us. 

After dining with the commifiary of the 
caravan at Strealka, on the 18tb, we left 
that place in the evening, accompanied 
with the commiflary and moll of the offi¬ 
cers at Selinginfky. After we had travel¬ 
led about twenty Englifh miles to the 
fouth-eaft, through fine plains, covered 
with exceeding long grafs, we arrived at 
the end of the firft ftage called Kolludtzy, 
where we found our tents, which had been 
fent off in the morning, ready for our re¬ 
ception. 
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ception. This day we faw fome fcattered 
tents of Mongalians with their flocks. 

Next day we travelled about twenty 
miles farther to a fingle houfe, built by the 
commiflary for a (hade to his cattle in win¬ 
ter. We hunted all the way through a 
pleafant country, interfperfed with little 
hills covered with wood, but faw as few 
inhabitants as the day before. 

The 20th, about noon, we reached a 
place called Saratzyn, or the New Moon, 
fituated on the bank of a rivulet of the fame 
name. This rivulet is the boundary be¬ 
tween the Ruflian and Chinefe territories, 
and feparates two of the mod mighty mo¬ 
narchies in the world. The diftance be¬ 
tween Selinginfky and this place is com¬ 
puted to be about one hundred and four 
verft, nearly feventy Englifh miles. 

The condu&or was encamped on the eaft 
fide of the rivulet, and we pitched our tents 
on the other. The ground on both (ides 
rifes a little, and the foil feems to be ex- 
fc-emely good. The grafs is rank and thick, 

' and 
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and as the feafon is very dry, would, with 
little labour, make excellent hay. This 
grafs is often fet on fire by the Mongalls 
in the fpring during high winds. At fuch 
times it burns mod furioufly, running like 
wild-fire, and fpreading its flames to the 
diftance of perhaps ten or twenty miles, 
till its progrefs is interrupted by fome river 
or barren hill. The impetuofity of thefe 
flames, their fmoke and crackling noife, 
cannot eafily be conceived by thofe who 
have not feen them. When any perfon 
finds himfelf to the leeward of them, the 
only method by which he can fave himfelf 
from their fury, is to kindle immediately 
the grafs where he ftands, and follow his 
own fire. For this purpofe, every perfon 
is provided with flints, fteel, and tinder. 
The reafon why the Mongalls fet fire to 
the grafs, is to procure early pafture for 
their cattle. The allies left upon the ground 
fink into the earth at the melting of the 
fnow, and prove an excellent manure j fo 
thst the grafs in the fpring rifes on the 

lands, 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



A JOURNEY « 7 ad, 

lands, which have been prepared in this 
manner, as thick as a field of wheat. Ca¬ 
ravans, travellers with merchandife, but e- 
fpecially armies, never encamp upon this 
rank grafs. And there are feveral inftan- 
ces of confiderable bodies of men being put 
in confufion, and even defeated, by the 
enemy’s fetting fire to the grafs. 

Before I leave the Ruffian territories, I 
fliall give fome account of the marches be¬ 
tween thefe two famous empires. The 
frontier, according to the beft information 
I could procure, begins a great way weft- 
ward of this place, near the fource of the 
river Dzida ; from thence it proceeds to 
the eaft, crofting the Selinga, and runs a- 
long the tops of the hills, inclining fome- 
times to the north, and fometimes to the 
fouth, till it meets with the rivulet Sarat- 
zyn. It runs then in a very irregular line, 
varying its direction according to the courfe 
of the rivers and brooks, or from the top 
of one hill to fome other remarkable point 
jn view, pointing in general towards the 

north- 
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north-eaft, till it ends at the river Argun, 
which, together with the Ingoda, forms 
the Amoor. This boundary includes a 
vaft tradt of excellent land on the Ruffian 
fide ; and that part of the Mongalls who 
inhabit it, being ftout men, and living much 
at «afe, will in time become a numerous 
people. 

The marches were fettled upon the pre- 
fent footing about twenty-five years ago, 
on the following occafion : The Mongalls, 
on the Chinefe fide, alledged, that their 
countrymen, fubjedts of Ruffia, encroached 
on their borders, which created fome dif- 
putes between the two nations. The 
caufes of this mifunderftanding being re- 
prefented to the two courts, it was agreed 
to fend minifters, with full powers to ter¬ 
minate the affair in an amicable manner. 
His Majefty’s minifter, Theodore Alexio- 
vitz Golovin, met the Chinefe plenipoten¬ 
tiaries, on the frontiers, in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Nertffiinfky, a confiderable town 
belonging to Ruffia, near the river Amoor. 
Vol. I. 3 B All 
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All matters were foon accommodated, to 
the mutual fatisfa&ion of both parties, on 
the footing of uti pojjidetis ; i. e. each of 
the parties retaining the people and territo¬ 
ries that then belonged to them. 

This determination kept all quiet for 
fome time. The Chinese, however, foon. 
appeared to be diflatisfied with the deci- 
fion, and want to have the marches review¬ 
ed ; to which, in my opinion, the Ruffians 
will not eafily a (Tent. 

The 21ft, the condu&or came to con¬ 
gratulate the ambaflador on his arrival at 
the borders, and acquainted him, that the 
horfes and camels being ready, he might 
proceed when he pleafed. 1 cannot omit 
an inconliderable circumftance that hap¬ 
pened at this place, as it ftrongly reprefents 
the caution and prudence of the Chinefe. 
Our conductor, having feen fome women 
walking in the fields, afked the ambaffitdor 
who they were, and whither they were 
going ? He was told they belonged to the 
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retinue, and were going along with it to 
China. 

He replied, they had women enough in 
Pekin already ; and as there never had been 
an European woman in China, he could 
not be anfwerable for introducing the firft, 
without a fpecial order from the Emperor. 
But if his Excellency would wait for an 
anfwer, he would defpatch a courier to court 
for that purpofe. The return of this mef- 
fenger could not be iooner than fix weeks; 
it was therefore thought more expedient to 
fend back the women to Selinginlky, with 
the waggons that brought our baggage to 
this place. 
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CHAP. VII. 


From paffing the Saratxyn, and en¬ 
tering the Chinefe territories , to 
our arrival at the wall of China, 


T HE 22d of September, having loaded 
the camels with our baggage, and 
procured carnages for the boxes that con¬ 
tained his Majefty’s prefenrs to the Empe¬ 
ror, which were too large for camels to 
bear, we mounted and palled the Saratzyn, 
and foon entered the Chinefe territories. 
We travelled fifteen miles, when we ar¬ 
rived, about evening, at the river Orchon, 
running with a fmooth dream to the north. 

The 
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The carriages retarded our progrefs greatly, 
as the horfes were fprightly, and unaccuf- 
tomed to draught. 

This day we commenced gueds of the 
Emperor of China, who entertains all am* 
bafiadors, and bears their expences, from 
the day they enter his dominions, till the 
time they quit them again. Our retinue 
confided of about one hundred perfons, 
who were allowed fifteen Iheep every day. 
The overplus of this large allowance was 
given to the Mongalls who drove the ca¬ 
mels. Befides mutton and beef, there is 
no other kind of provifion to be found, till 
you come within the wall of China. The 
mutton is of a middle fize; but, I mud 
confefs, exceeding fine. The condu<dor 
was attended by an officer from the Tufh- 
du-Chan, who procured, from the Mon¬ 
galls encamped neared our road, what fheep 
we wanted. The camels were very trac¬ 
table, and dooped to take on their loads. 
But the horfes were at fird very unma¬ 
nageable. Many of them had never before 

been 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



3 g* a journey 

been employed for any nfe, and were fad- 
died with great difficulty, but mounted 
with much more ; for the very fmell of 
our oloaths, which they perceived to be 
different from that of the Mongalls, their 
mailers, made them fnort and fpring with 
great fury. They were eafily managed, 
notwithftanding, when we got upon their 
backs. 

Our road this day lay through fine plains 
and vallies, covered with rank grafs ; but 
not a fingle tent was to be feen. I inquired 
why fuch a fine foil was without inhabi¬ 
tants, and was told, that the Chinefe had 
forbid the Mongalls to encamp fo near the 
Ruffian borders, for fear of being allured 
to pafs over to their territories, as many 
had formerly done* Thefe fruitful vallies 
are furrounded with pleafant hills, of eafy 
afeent, whofe fummits are covered with 
tufts of trees. Many of thefe tufts being 
of a circular figure, and having no under¬ 
wood, appear as if they had been planted 
and pruned by art j others are irregular, 
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and {bmetimes a ridge of trees runs from, 
one bill to another. Thefe objects afford 
a profpefk fo pleafmg to the eye, and fo 
fpldom to be found, that one cannot help 
being charmed. And this pleafure is ftill 
heightened by the gentle-flowing rivulets, 
abounding with fifh, and plenty of game in 
the rallies, and among the trees. 

The 23d, we fet out early, and came to 
a rivulet called Ira, running to the north- 
weft, till it falk into, the Orchco, which 
we paflfcd, and pitched our tenta on the o- 
thcr fide. The rapk graft by accident took 
fire, and bad not water been at hand to 
exdnguiih it, and the weather very calm, 
the coniequences might have been fatal. 
Wc travelled farther this day than the for¬ 
mer, as fewer inconveniencies arofe from 
the reftifneft of the horfes. 

The 24th, we contained our journey to¬ 
wards the fonth-eaft, along fmooth roads* 
through a pleaftnt country; and, at eve¬ 
ning, reached a rivulet called Shara, or the 
yellow rivulet, on the banks of which we 

fet 
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fet up our tents. The vallies now were 
more contra&ed, and lefs wood upon the 
hills than formerly. 

The 25th, we came to a rivulet called 
Kara, or the black rivulet, from the colour 
of the water, which is tinged by the rich- 
nefs of the foil. 

The 26th, we proceeded. The country 
retained much the fame appearance, and 
the weather was very fine ; but not a fingle 
inhabitant was yet to be feen. In the eve¬ 
ning, I walked from our tents, with fome 
of our company, to the top of a neighbour¬ 
ing hill, where 1 found many plants of ex¬ 
cellent rhubarb; and, by the help of a 
flick, dug up as much of it as I wanted. 

On thefe hills are a great number of a- 
nimals called marmots, of a brownifh co¬ 
lour, having feet like a badger, and nearly 
of the fame fize. They make deep bur¬ 
rows on the declivities of the hills ; and it 
is faid, that in winter they continue in thefe 
holes, for a certain time, even without 
food. At this feafon, however, they fit or 

lie 
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lie near their burrows, keeping a ftri£t 
watch j and, at the approach of danger* 
rear themfelves upon their hind-feet, gi¬ 
ving a loud whittle, like a man, to call in 
the ftragglers j and then drop into their 
holes in a moment. 

I fhould not have mentioned an animal 
fo well known as the marmot, had it not 
been on account of the rhubarb* Where^- 
ever you fee ten or twenty plants grow- 
ing, you are fure of finding feveral bur¬ 
rows under the (hades of their broad fpread- 
ing leaves. Perhaps they may fometimeS 
eat the leaves and roots of this plant. 
However, it is probable the manure they 
leave about the roots contributes not a little 
to its increafe; and their catting up the 
earth makes it Ihoot out young buds and 
multiply. This plant does not run and 
fpread itfelf like docks, and others of the 
fame fpecies, but grows in tufts at uncer¬ 
tain dittances, as if the feeds had been 
dropped with defign. It appears that the 
Mongalls never accounted it worth culti- 
‘ Vol. I. 3 G vating* 
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vating, but that the world is obliged to the 
marmots for the quantities fcattered at 
random in many parts of this country ; for 
whatever part of the ripe feed happens to 
be blown among the thick grafs can very 
feldom reach the ground, but muft there 
wither and die ; whereas, ihould it fall a- 
mong the loofe earth, thrown up by the 
marmots, it immediately takes root, and 
produces a new plant. 

After digging and gathering the rhubarb, 
the Mongalls cut the large roots into fmall 
pieces, in order to make them dry more 
readily. In the middle of every piece they 
fcoop a hole, through which a cord is 
drawn, in order to fufpend them in any 
convenient place. They hang them, for 
moft part, about their tents, and fometimes 
on the horns of their fheep. This is a 
molt pernicious cuftom, as it deftroys lome 
of the beft part of the root; for all about 
the hole is rotten and ufelefs j whereas, 
were people rightly informed how to dig 
and dry this plant, there would not be one 
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pound of refufe in an hundred, which 
would lave a great deal of trouble and ex¬ 
pence, that much diminifh the profits on 
this commodity. At prefent, the dealers 
in this article think thefe improvements not 
worthy of their attention, as their gains 
are more confiderable on this than on any 
other branch of trade. Perhaps the go¬ 
vernment may hereafter think it proper to 
make fome regulations with regard to this 
matter. 

I have been more particular in defcribing 
the growth and management of the rhu¬ 
barb ; becaufe I never met with an author 
or perfon who could give a fatisfa&ory 
account where, or how it grows. 1 am 
perfuaded, that, in fuch a dry climate as 
this, it might eafily be fo cultivated as to 
produce any quantity that could be want¬ 
ed. 

I omit any computation of the diftances 
of places along this road, as the whole of 
it from the borders to Pekin has been mea- 
fured by a wheel, or machine, given to the 
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paravan by the governour of Siberia for that 
purpofe* I {ball afterwards fubjoin the esc- 
diftances taken from this mcafurement. 

The 27th and 28th we purfued the fame 
road, over hills and through vallies : For, 
tho’ few travel this way, the caravans, with 
their heavy carriages, leave fuch marks as 
are not foon effaced. It is only of late that 
the caravans travelled this road. Former¬ 
ly they went farther to the north, by a 
Ruffian town called Nertzinfky, and thence 
to a Chinefe city called Naun. That road 
is more convenient than the prefent, as it 
lies through places better inhabited; but 
the prefent is fhorter, and therefore taken 
by mod travellers. 

The 29th, we reached a river called 
Buroy, where we lodged. At this dry fea- 
fon all thefe rivers are fordable ; and they 
abound with fturgeon and other fiflx. Next 
morning, Mr Venant, our chief cook, 
propped down, as he was coming out of 
his tent, and immediately expired, notr 
withftanding all poflible care was taken for 

his 
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his recovery. We interred him as decent* 
ly as time and circumftances would ad* 
mit, and proceeded to a river called Bor- 
gualty, where we pitched our tents for this 
night. 

O&ober ift, after a long day’s journey, 
we reached a rivulet called Koyra. The 
face of the country appeared nearly the 
fame as formerly. 

The 2d, after another long march, we 
came to the banks of the river Tola, the 
largeft we had feen fmce we left the Se- 
linga. 

Next day we crofled the Tola at a pretty 
deep ford, where the river was in breadth 

i 

about the flight of an arrow at point 
blank. It was noon before our camels got 
over, and too late to proceed. We were 
therefore obliged to fet up our tents on the 
eaft bank of the river, which was over¬ 
grown with tall oziers. 

Here ous condu&or furnilhed us with 
frefli horfes and camels. From the bor¬ 
ders to this place our ftages were regulated 
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by brooks and rivers, for the conveniency 
of getting water : And, for the fame tea-, 
fon, as there are no rivers nor brooks from 
hence to the wall of China, fountains and 
Iprings will be our only ftages. 

On the banks of the Tola we found 
many Mongalls encamped, with numerous 
flocks of cattle, being the firft inhabitants 
we had feen fince our leaving the border. 
The Ruffians, and the Mongalls who are 
fubje&s of Ruffia, claim all the country 
weftward from the Tola, which, they fay, 
is the natural boundary between the two 
empires. This would indeed be a confi- 
derable addition to the dominions of Ruf¬ 
fia : But as both thefe mighty monarchs 
are abundantly provided with a vaft extent 
of territory> neither party think it worth 
tohile to difpute about a few hundred miles 
of property, which obtained would perhaps 
not balance the coft, or contribute but lit* 
tie to the advantage of either. • 

The appearance of the country was now 
greatly altered to the worfe. We law no 

morq 
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more pleafant hills and woods; neither 
cOuld I find one (ingle plant of rhubarb. 
The foil was dry and barren, and the grafs 
not to be compared to what we had already 
pafi*ed over. 

The 4th, after every man had drunk his 
fill of the pure and wholefome water of 
Tola, and filled his bottle with it, we de¬ 
parted with fome regret, as we could hope 
for no more rivers or brooks till we came 
to the wall of China. We foon entered the 
defert commonly named by the Mongalls 
the Hungry Defert. How far it deferves 
that title, will be feen as we advance. 

In the evening, we reached fome pits, 
called Tola-tologoy, of brackifh water, 
where we pitched our tents. The road 
ftill pointed to the fouth-eaft, with little 
variation, over grounds that rofe a little at 
firft, but afterwards gradually declined. 
We faw many Mongalian tents and cattle 
difperfed along the defert. 

The 5th, we fet out again, and, in the 
evening, came to fome fountains, called 

Chelo- 
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Chelo-tologoy, of pretty frefh water. The 
■country was quite level, and appeared to 
the eye as plain as the fea. The foil was 
dry, barren, and gravelly, and neither tree 
nor bulh to be feen j a profpedt not very 
agreeable, 

The 6th, early in the morning, we pro¬ 
ceeded eaftward, through the fame fort of 
flat country. The weather was vety fine, 
and the roads excellent. In the evening, 
we arrived at a pool, called Tylack, of 
brackifh water, where we remained the 
following night. This day we faw feveral 
large flocks of antelopes, and fome Mon¬ 
galls in their tents, which was no difagrefc* 
able object in this continued plain. We 
palled few of thefe tents without vifiting 
them, where we always found an hofpi- 
table reception, and were entertained with 
fome zaturan, a kind of tea which I for* 
merly defcribed. And, if we happened to 
flay till our baggage was gone out of fight, 
the landlord condu&ed us by the fhorteft 
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way to the fprings that terminated the next 
ftage. 

The next day, we came to the wells 
called Gachun. Our bifcuit being now 
fpent, we were reduced to live on mutton 
only, during the reft of our journey thro* 
this defert; which we accounted no great 
hardlhip, as it was extremely fine. It is 
not a little furprifing, that, notwithftand- 
ing the barren appearance of this unfhelter- 
ed plain, the cattle are in good condition, 
but particularly the fheep. The ftiort 
grafs, though in many places thinly fcatter- 
ed, muft be of a very nourifhing quality. 
This will naturally proceed from the cli¬ 
mate, and the foil, which every where par¬ 
takes of a nitrous quality, as plainly ap¬ 
pears from the fcurf of fait round the edges 
of the lakes and ponds, and the tafte of the 
water, generally brackifh in the fprings and 
pits. 

The 8th, our conductor furnilhed us 
with a frelh fet of cattle, which detained 
us later than our ufual time of fetting out. 
Vol. I. 3D This 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



394 


A JOURNEY 172#, 

This day, the foil was very much inclined 
to gravel, containing a number of red and 
yellow pebbles, many of which being tran- 
fparent, made a fine appearance while the 
fun fhone. We were informed there were 
fometimes ftones of value found here, 
which fo much excited our curiofity, that 
each of us, every day, picked up a confi- 
derable quantity. On examination, mod 
of them were thrown away, as altogether 
ufelefs j the few we thought proper to re¬ 
tain were wrought into very good feals. A 
man might gather a bufliel of fijch Hones e- 
very day in this defert. One of our people, 
a Grecian by birth, who underftood fome- 
thing of the nature of ftones, found one 
that he called a yellow fapphire, and valued 
it at fifty crowns. Perhaps thefe pebbles 
might be of that kind which the lapidaries 
call cornelian; for they are fufficiently 
hard, and take a fine polish. 

The 9th, we fet out early, and travelled 
to a pool named Oko-toulgu. This day, 
a lama from the Kutuctyu, going to Pekin, 
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joined our company, who, by his habit and 
equipage, feemed to be a perfon of emi¬ 
nence. In marching along the tedious de¬ 
fer!, the converfation turned on a terrible 
earthquake, which happened during the 
month of July laft in China, between the 
long wall and Pekin, and had laid in ruins 
feveral villages and walled towns, and bu¬ 
ried many people in their ruins. The la¬ 
ma inquired what was the opinion of the 
learned men in Europe concerning the 
caufe of this phaenomenon. We told him, 
it was commouly reckoned to be fubterra- 
neous fire; and then afked, in our turn, 
to what caufe fuch extraordinary appearan¬ 
ces were imputed by his countrymen ? He 
replied, that fome of their learned lamas had 
written, that God, after he had formed the 
earth, placed it on a golden frog; and, when¬ 
ever this prodigious frog had occafion to 
fcratch its head, or ftretch out its foot, that 
part of the earth immediately above was fha- 
ken. There was no reafoning on a notion 
fo fantaftical; we therefore left the lama to 
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pleafe hitnfelf with his hypothefis, and 
turned the difcourfe to Tome other fubjedl. 

The ioth, we came to the fprings called 
Korpartu. The appearance of things this 
day were a!mod the fame as on the prece¬ 
ding days. The foil appeared fo barren, that 
none of the common methods of improve¬ 
ment could make it bear any kind of grain, 
or even alter its prefent condition. The 
difpofitions of its inhabitants, the Mon¬ 
galls, feem wonderfully fuited to their fitu- 
ation, as they appear more contented with 
their condition than thofe who pofiefs the 
mod fruitful countries. 

In the evening of the i ith, we arrived 
at Khododu, where we found the water 
clear, and pretty frelh, burfting, in a ftrong 
fpring, from the gravelly earth, and run¬ 
ning in a dream to a confiderable didance, 
till it lofes itfelf in the fand. This was the 
fird running water we had feen fince we 
left the Tola. And we were as happy, 
while fitting round this fountain, and broil¬ 
ing our mutton- chops, as others at a table 
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plentifully furnifhcd with Burgundy and 
Champaign. Our appetites were indeed 
very keen; to which daily exercife» the 
coldnefs of the air, and drinking nothing 
but water, greatly contributed. 

Next morning, being the 12th, there 
was a little froft upon the ground. Seve¬ 
ral flocks of gray plovers came to drink 
at the fpring, of which our people killed 
as many as our prefent circumftances re¬ 
quired. Thefe poor harmlefs birds feemed 
infenfible of danger ; and, perhaps, they 
had never before heard the report of a gun; 
for, no fooner was the piece fired, than 
they took a fhort flight round the foun¬ 
tain, whittling as they flew, and immedi¬ 
ately alighted to drink again. The plover 
is a pretty bird, and pleafant to eat; and 
the foies of its feet are as hard as fo much 
horn, which prevent its being hurt by the 
ftones or gravel. In the evening, we came 
to the wells called Bouk-horlike, without 
any thing material happening, or any dif¬ 
ference on the face of the country. 

The 
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The 13th, we continued our journey to 
the wells of Buduruy, where we were a- 
gain furnifhed with frelh horfes and ca¬ 
mels. 

The 14th* we came to a place called Ka* 
dan-Kachu, where we were obliged to dig 
a pit, four feet deep, in order to procure 
water; which was very bad, having both 
a difagreeable fmell, and bitter tafte ; but 
was drinkable,'when boiled with fome tea. 
We could, however, get none for our 
cattle, as the high wind filled the pits with 
fand as fait as we could dig them. This 
fand is of a whitiih colour, and fo light 
and dry, that it is driven by the winds into 
your face and eyes, and becomes very di£* 
agreeable. Molt of our people, indeed, 
were provided with a piece of net-work, 
made of horfe-hair, which covered their 
eyes, and is very ufeful in drifts, either of 
fand or fnow. 

The 15th, we travelled over deep fands; 
and in the evening arrived at other fprings, 
called Tzagan-teggerick. The wind conti¬ 
nuing 
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nuing high, it was with much difficulty we 
£et up our tents. It is to be obferved that, 
on thefe deep and light fands, our Euro¬ 
pean tents are of little ufe, as there is no 
earth in which the tent-pins can be fatten¬ 
ed. The Tartar tents are much preferable | 
for, their figure being round and taper, like 
a bee-hive, the wind takes but little hold of 
them, and they ftand equally well on a 
Tandy, or on any other furface. They are, 
befides, warmer, more eafily erefted, taken 
down, and tranfported. 

The 16th, we left the deep fand, and 
travelled along the fame fort of dry gra¬ 
velly ground as formerly. In the even-. 
ing, we pitched our tents at the fprings 
called Sadjin* The variety of obje&s, in 
this dreary watte, are fo few, that in this, 
as well as in other refpe&s, it much re- 
fembles the fea. Here one can fee no far¬ 
ther than if he was placed on the furface of 
the water, out of fight of land ; the round¬ 
ing of the globe, in both cafes, being the 
fame. Sometimes, in the morning, I have 

been 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



400 


A JOURNEY 


1720. 


been agreeably furprifed in fancying I law, 
at a fmall diftance, a fine river, having 
rows of trees growing upon its banks; bat 
this was only a deception of the fight, pro* 
ceeding from the vapours magnifying fome 
fcattered flirubs into great trees. 

The 17th, we came to iome wells of 
very bad water, called Oudey, where we 
found frefh horfes and camels watting for 
us. Our condu&or refolved to lofe no 
time, being apprehenfive that we might be 
overtaken in the defert by the froft and 
deep fnpw, which ufually happen at this 
feafon. Such an event would have retard* 
ed our march, and incommoded us not a 
little in many refpeds. We therefore tra¬ 
velled as long ftages, as the convenience of 
water* and the ftrength of our cattle, would 
permit. 

The 18th, after a long day’s journey,we 
came to the wells called Ulan-kala. We 
found, almoft every day. Mongalls in their 
tents, which flood like fo many hives, dif- 
perfed through this folitary plain. 

The 
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The 19th) we mounted again, and tra- 
veiled to the fprings named Tzilan-tegge- 
rick. This day we faw feveral flocks of 
antelopes ; and, indeed, few days pafled 
in which we did not fee fome of thefe ani¬ 
mals. 

The 20th, we came to a place called 
Ourandabu. The weather ftill continued 
fair, the iky clear, and the mornings frofty. 
The water at this place was tolerable; but 
we were obliged to dig for it. When k 
happened that we had a long ftage from 
one fpring to another, for fear of coming 
too late, we ufually fent a couple of men 
before us, in order to gather fewel, and to 
dig pits, that the water might have time to 
fettle before our arrival. 

The 21 ft, we proceeded, and in the e- 
vening arrived at a lake of falt-water. Af¬ 
ter digging, however, we found fome frelh- 
er. Were it not that thefe lakes and pits 
are fcattered through this defert, it mull 
have been altogether uninhabited, either by 
man or beaft. This conlideration, among 

Vol. I. 3 E many 
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many others, has often led me to admire 
the infinite wifdom of Almighty God, in 
the difpenfations of his providence, for the 
fupport of all his creatures. 

In my opinion, thefe fprings are produr 
ced by the rains and melted fnow in the 
fpring j for the water, finking in the fand, 
is thereby prevented from being exhaled, 
in fummer, by the heat of the fun, which 
muft be very fcorching in this defert, in 
which there is not the lead fliade to be 
found. 

The 22d, we quitted the fait lake, in a 
cold fiofty morning, and a ftrong northerly 
yrind, which was very difagreeable. At e- 
vening vye reached the wells of Kulat* 
Thefe pits take their names from the qua¬ 
lity of the water, as fait, four, fweet, bit¬ 
ter, or from the different tribes of people 
who inhabit the country in the neighbour¬ 
hood. 

In the midft of our fatigues, we had thp 
Jatisfadtion to be ampng a friendly people, 

who 
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who did every thing in thfeir power to lef- 
fen our wants; 

Next dayi we reached the Wells of Mirt- 
gat. The weather, though cold, was not 
unpleafant. And, the 24th, having got 
frelh horfes and camels, we came, in the 
evening, to a pond of brackifh water, called 
Korunteer, upon the extremity of a dif- 
mal bank of fand, running acrofs our road. 

The day following, we entered on the 
fand-bank, along a narrow and crooked 
pafiage between two hillocks. Every one 
prayed for calm weather while we travelled 
over the fand ; which put me in mind of 
being at fea. We continued our journey 
through deep fand till about noon, when 
all our horfes and camels being tired, we 
halted in a hollow place, where we dug, 
and found very bad water. We remained 
here till next morning. 

Our cattle being a little refrefhed, tho’ 
they had been very indifferently fed among 
the fand, where nothing was to be feen but 
ibme tufts of withered grafs, we fet out a- 

gain* 
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gain. Along this bank there is not the 
Ieaft track or path of any kind ; for the 
finalleft blaft of wind immediately effaces 
it, and renders all the furface fmooth. 

We had gone but a few miles, when 
moft of our people were obliged to alight, 
and walk on foot, the horfes being quite 
tired with the deepnefs of the fand ; which 
made our progrefs extremely flow. The 
weather, fortunately, was ftill very calm. 
About noon, we pitched our tents in a hol¬ 
low place, encompafled with high hillocks 
of fand. I obferved that, in the open de- 
fert, we had already pafled, the prolped 
was much confined ; but here it was quite 
ftraitened ; for, if you afeended one of thefe 
mounts, you could fee nothing but mount 
rifing above mount, like fo many fugar- 
loaves, or rather like fo many cupolas. 

In the evening it began to blow a little 
at north-eaft, which drove about the light 
fand like fnow ; but, about midnight, the 
wind rofe to fuch an height, that all our 
tents were overfet at once, and our beds 

filled 
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filled with fand. As it was near morning, 
we thought it not worth while to pitch 
them again. We therefore prepared our- 
felves to fet out at the dawn, in hopes of 
getting over the fand-bank before night; 
which, by riding and walking by turns, in 
order to haften our progrefs, we happily 
effe&ed ; and, in the evening, reached the 
fprings of Kochatu. 

At the place where we pafled the fand, 
it was not above twenty Engliih miles in 
breadth, which took us up three days. We 
could have travelled four times that dif- 
tance on the plain, with more eafe both to 
ourfelves and cattle. I am informed this 
bank of fand runs a great way fouthward, 
and, in fome places, is above thirty leagues 
broad. They, whofe bufinefs calls them 
often to crofs the fands, have thin leather 
coats made on purpofe, and round pieces 
of glafs tied before their eyes. 

This fand-bank appears like the waves 
of the fea ; for the hillocks, fome of which 
are about twenty feet of perpendicular 

height, 
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' height, are of fo light a nature; that the 
wind carries them from place to place, le¬ 
velling one, and forming another: And 
hence it is eafy to conceive, that a weary 
traveller, lying down on the lee-fide of one 
of thefe hillocks, might, in a few hours; 
be buried in the fand ; which is reported 
to have often happened in this and other 
fandy deferts. 

The 28th, we proceeded along the plain 
to the fprings called Chabertu. I cannot 
but take notice of the uncommon manner 
the people here have of killing their flieep. 
They make a flit with a knife between two 
ribs, through which. they put their hand, 
and fqueeze the heart till the creature ex¬ 
pire ; by this method all the blood remains 
in the carcafe. When the flieep is dead, 
and hungry people cannot wait till the 
flefli is regularly drefled, they generally 
cut out the bifeuit and rump, wool and all, 
and broil them on the coals; then ferape 
off the finged wool and eat them. This I 
have found by experience to be no di/a¬ 
greeable 
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greeable morfel, even without any kind of 
fauce. 

The next day we travelled another ftage 
to the wells of Saminfa, where we found 
better water than ufual. The length and 
thicknefs of the grafs fliowed that the foil 
now began to mend. This day there fell 
fome fnow, and the wind was cold and 
northerly. 

The 30th, we got frefti horfes, and pro¬ 
ceeded to the fprings of Krema. From 
the appearance of the grafs one would 
conclude, that the foil at this place was 
very fine. We faw great numbers of hor¬ 
fes belonging to the Emperor turned out to 
graze. Notwithftanding all the hafte we 
had hitherto made, we were this day over¬ 
taken by a fall of fnow, which proved 
very inconvenient, not fo much on account 
of the cold, but it covered all fewel, fo that 
we could find none to drefs our vi&uals. 

The 31ft, we came to a place called 
NaringkarufTu, where, to our great fatis- 
fa&ion, we found a fmall brook of freflx 

water, 
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water, and fome Mongalian huts. I ob- 
ferved, that, from the fand-bank eaftward, 
the foil becomes gradually better every 
day. This was now the fortieth day finee 
we left the border; during which time we 
had not halted one day, nor feen a fingle 
houfe, and the twentieth and eight from 
the time we quitted the river Tola, and 
entered the defert, in which we had nei¬ 
ther feen river, tree, bufh, nor mountain. 
Though we were obliged now and then to 
fetch a compafs, on account of the water¬ 
ing places, yet in general our courfe devi¬ 
ated but little from the foutb-eaft point. 

The 1 ft of November, we halted at this 
place, that we might have time to put 
things in order before we pafied the long 
wall, which was now at no great diftance. 

Next day we proceeded, and about noon 
we could perceive the famous wall, running 
along the tops of the mountains, towards 
the north-eaft. One of our people cried 
out Land, as if we had been all this while 
at fea. It was now, as nearly as I can 

compute, 
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compute, about forty Ehglifli miles from 
us, and appeared white at this diftance. 
We Could not this night reach the paffagc 
through the mountains* and therefore 
pitched our tents in the open plain at 
ufual. We now began to feel the effe&t 
of the cold; for the fnoW, continuing to 
lie upon the defert, proved very Incon¬ 
venient on many accounts, but particularly 
by retarding the progrefs of our heavy and 
cumberfome baggage. But we comforted 
ourfelves with the hopes of foon feeing an 
end of all our toils, and arriving in a rich 
and inhabited country; for, though all of 
our people were in good health, they be¬ 
gan to be very weary of the defert, and no 
wonder, as many of them had lain in the 
open field ever fince we left Selinginficy. 

November 3d, after travelling about an 
hour we pafled the veftiges of a damp, 
which feemed to have been regularly de- 
figned. I was informed that the Empero# 
encamped here, when he led bis troops a* 

Vol. I. 3 F gainft 
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gain ft the Mongalls, called by the mifiion- 
aries in China the Weftern Tartars. 

The nearer we came to the mountains 
we were the more furprifed at the fight of 
the fo much celebrated wall of China, com¬ 
monly called for its length the endlefs wall. 
The appearance of it, running from one 
high rock to another, with fquare towers 
at certain intervals, even at this diftance, is 
moft magnificent. 

About noon, we quitted the plain, and 
entered an opening between two moun¬ 
tains. To the left, the mountains are very 
high. On the right, they decline as far as 
they are within view ; but, I am told, they 
rife again to a great height. 

We defcended by a narrow path about 
eight feet broad, between the mountains, 
till we came to a fmall Chinefe monaftery, 
fituated on the declivity of a deep rock. 
Curiofity led us to vifit this folitary place: 
But the road being impaflable to horfes, 
we alighted and walked thither. On our 
arriving near the place, the monks came 

out 
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out to meet us, with the ufnal friendly fa-, 
lutation of the country, which is perform-, 
cd by laying one of their hands on the o- 
ther, and then (baking them, and pro¬ 
nouncing thefe words Cho-loy-cho. The 
compliment being returned, they conduct¬ 
ed us into the apartments of their little 
chapel, and treated us with a di£h of green 
tea, which was very agreeable. In the 
chapel was a fort of altar-piece, on which 
were placed feveral fmall brafs images; 
and, in one of the corners, I obferved a 
fack filled with wheat. The habit of the 
monks was a long gown with wide fleeves. 
On their heads was a fmall cap, and their 
long lank hair hung down over their fhoul- 
ders. They had very few hairs in their 
beards. This being the firft Chinefe houfe 
we met with, I have on that account been 
more particular in deicribing it. Every 
thing now appeared to us as if we had ar¬ 
rived in another world. We felt elpecial- 
ly a fenfible alteration in the weather; for, 

inftead 
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inftead of the cold bleak wind in the defert, 
we had here a warm and pleafant air. 

We again proceeded along the narrow 
path, but pf breadth fufficient for a wheel- 
carriage. The road being fteep, and iq 
many places rugged, we walked down the 
hill, and in half an hour came to the foot 
of it, where we found ourfelves (unround¬ 
ed on all fides by high rocky mountains. 
Our route now lay along the fouth fide of 
a rivulet, full of great ftones, which had 
fallen from the rocks in rainy weather. In 
the cliffs of the rocks you fee little fcatter- 
ed cottages, with fpots of cultivated ground, 
much refembling thofe romantic figures of 
landscapes which are painted on the China 
ware, and other manufactures of this coun¬ 
try. Thefe are accounted fanciful by mod 
Europeans, but are really natural. 

After we had tfayelled about feven or 
eight miles, along the bank of the brook, 
we came in the evening to a Chinefe vil¬ 
lage, at the foot of a high mountain, where 

we lodged in clean rooms, with warm & e * 
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of charcoa). There were no chimneys in 
the rooms ; but, in dead of thefe, the char¬ 
coal was put into a portable grate of brafs 
or iron, apd allowed to burn clear in the 
open air $ after which it was brought into 
the apartment. Though the defert is one 
continued plain, it lies much higher than 
the plains and villages of China j for, when 
we entered the defile, the afeent was very 
inconfiderable when compared with the 
defeent on the other fide. 

Here we began to tafte of the fine fruits 
of China ; for foon after our arrival in the 
village, our conductor fent a prefent to the 
ambaflador of fome balkets of fruits, con¬ 
fiding of water-melons, mufk-melone, 
fweet and bitter oranges, peaches, apples, 
walnuts, chefnuts, and feveral other forts 
which I never faw before, together with a 
jar of Chinefe arrack, provifions of ieveral 
forts, and fome Chinefe bread, called bobon, 
made of wheaten flour, and baked over a 
ppt with the fleam of boiling-water. Jt is 
yery light, and not difagreeable in tafte j at 

leafh 
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lcaft it Teemed To to us, who had Teen no 
bread for a month before. 

Next day we halted to refirelh ourfelve* 
after our long fatigue. I took this oppor¬ 
tunity to walk up to the top of the moun¬ 
tain, in order to view the adjacent coun¬ 
try, but could only fee a continuation of 
die chain of mountains, riling one above 
another, and to the northward Tome 
glimpfes of the long-wall as it runs along 
them. 

.. The 5th, we proceeded eaftward down 
the fouth bank of a river, whofe channel 
was covered with great Hones. The road 
is cut out of the rock for a conliderable 
length at thofe places where there is no 
natural paflage between the rocks and the 
river, which muft have been a work of 
great labour. This river cannot fail to be 
a complete torrent in time of great rains. 

Having travelled about fix or eight miles, 
we arrived at the famous wall of China. 
We entered at a great gate, which is Ihut 
cyery night, and always guarded by a 

thoufand 
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thoufand men, under the command of two 
officers of diftin&ion, one a Chinefe, and 
the other a Mantzur Tartar ; for it is an 
eftablifhed cyftom in China, and has pre¬ 
vailed ever lince the conqueft of the Tar¬ 
tars, that in all places of public truft there 
mull be a Chinefe and a Tartar invefted 
with equal power. This rule is obferved 
both in civil and military affairs. The 
Chinefe pretend, that two in an office are 
a fort of fpies upon one another’s a&ions, 
and thereby many fraudulent pra&icet are 
either prevented or detected. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


From the Wall of China to Pekin ; 
our Entry into that City . 


A S foon as we had entered the gate, 
thefe two officers, and many fubal- 
terns, came to compliment the amballador 
on his fafe arrival; and afked the favour 
of him to walk into the guard-room and 
drink a difh of tea. We accordingly dif- 
mounted, and went into a fpacious hall on 
the fouth fide of the gate. This apartment 
was very clean, having benches all around, 
and is kept on purpofe for the reception of 
perfons of diftin&ion. We were entertain¬ 
ed 
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ed with variety of fruits and confe&ions, 
and feveral forts of tea. After (laying a- 
bout half an hour, the ambafTador took 
leave of the gentlemen, and we proceeded 
on our journey. We travelled about four 
miles farther, and came to a confiderable 
town named Kalgan. At fome diftance 
from the place we were met by the com¬ 
mandant, and the Mandarin Tulifhin, who 
had paid us a vifit at Selinginlky. They 
accompanied the ambaffador to his lodg¬ 
ings, which were in houfes apart from the 
reft of the town ; and provifions were fent 
us in great plenty. 

From the wall to this place the country 
to the north begins to open, and contains 
fome villages, corn-fields, and gardens. 

The fame evening, the ambaffador and 
the gentlemen of the retinue were invited 
to fup at the commandant’s houfe, and hor- 
fes were fent to tarry us thither. We a- 
lighted in the outer-court, where the com¬ 
mandant in perfon waited for us, and 
conduced us through a neat inner-court 
Vol. I. 3 G into 
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into a hall, in the middle of which flood a 
large brafs chaffing-difh, in lhape of an urn, 
with a fire of charcoal in it. The floor was 
covered with mats, and the room quite fet 
round with chairs, and little fquare japan¬ 
ned tables. The ambafiador fat at a table 
by himfelf, and the red of the company at 
feparate tables, by two and two. We were 
firfl entertained with tea, and a dram of 
hot arrack; after which fupper was brought, 
and placed on the tables, without either ta¬ 
ble-cloth, napkins, knives, or forks. In- 
ftead of forks were laid down to every per- 
fon a couple of ivory pins, with which the 
Chinefe take up their peat. The diffies 
were fmall, and placeq upon the table in 
the mod regular manner, the vacancies 
being filled with faucers, containing pickles 
and bitter herbs. The entertainment con¬ 
fided of pork, mutton, fowls, and two 
roafled pigs. The carver fits upon the 
floor, and executes his office with great 
dexterity. He cuts the flefh into fuch 
fmall bits, as may eafily be taken up by the 

guefls, 
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gueds, without further trouble. The meat 
being cut up is given to the footmen, who 
fupply the empty difhes on the tables. The 
whole is ferved in China-ware, and neither 
gold nor filver is to be feen. All the fer- 
vants perform their duty with the utmod 
regularity, and without the lead noife. I 
mud confefs, I was never better pleafed 
with any entertainment. 

The victuals being removed, the defert 
was placed on the tables in the lame order, 
and confided of a variety of fruits and con¬ 
fections. In the mean time a band of mu- 
fie was called in, which confided of ten or 
twelve performers, on various but chiefly 
wind-inflruments, fo different from thofe 
of that clafs in Europe, that I (hall not pre- 
tend to defcribe them. The mufic was 
accompanied with dancing, which was very 
entertaining. The dancers were nearly as 
numerous as the muficians. Their per¬ 
formances were only a kind of gefticula- 
tion, confiding of many ridiculous pof- 
tures; for they feldom moved from the 

fame 
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fame place. The evening being pretty far 
fpent, we took leave, and returned to our 
lodgings. 

The 6th, a great fall of fhow, and a 
cold fro ft y wind, obliged us to halt at diii 
place. 

Next day, the froft and fnow ftill conti¬ 
nued ; notwithftanding we fet out, and 
palTed over a (lone-bridge near this place, 
paved, not with fmall fames, but with 
large, fquare, free (tones, neatly joined. 
After travelling eaftward about thirty En- 
glilh miles, we reached a large and popu¬ 
lous city called Siang-fu. We were met 
without the gate by fotne of the principal 
inhabitants, and conduced to our lodgv 
ings. 

When we arrived, the governour was out 
a-hunting with one of the Emperor’s fons. 
As foon as he returned in the evening, he 
waked on the ambaflador, and compli¬ 
mented him in a very polite manner, ex- 
cufing himfelf for not waiting on him fbon- 
er. At the fame time, he gave his Excel¬ 
lency 
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)<ncy a formal invitation to fupper ; for it 
is appointed by the court that foreign am- 
baffadors fliould be magnificently enter¬ 
tained in all the towns through which they 
pafs : But the ambaflador, being fomewhat 
indifpofed, defired to be excufed. 

Our route this day was through a fine 
champaign country, well cultivated, but 
containing very few trees. We pafled fe- 
veral fmall towns, and many villages, well 
bikilt, and indofed with walls. The roads 
were well made, and in good order, run¬ 
ning always in ftraight lines where the 
ground will allow. I had heard a great 
deal of the order and oeconomy of thefe 
people, but found my information far fhort 
of what 1 daily faw in all their works and 
a&ions. The ftreets of every village run 
in ftraight lines. 

Upon the road we met with many tur¬ 
rets, called poft-houfes, eroded at certain 
diftances from one another, with a flag- 
ftaff, on which it hoifted the imperial pen¬ 
dant. Thefe places are guarded by a few 

foldiers. 
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another with great fpeed, carrying letter* 
or defpatches that concern the Emperor. 
The turrets are fo contrived as to be ia 
fight of one another; and, by fignals, they 
can convey intelligence of any remarkable 
event. By this means the court is inform¬ 
ed, in the' fpeedieft manner imaginable, of 
whatever difturbance may happen in the 
moft remote provinces of the empire. Theft 
polls are alio very ufeful, by keeping the 
country free from highwayman; for fhould 
a perfon efcape at one houfe, on a fignal 
being made, he would certainly be flopped 
at the next. The diftance of one poft- 
houfe from another is ufually five Chineft 
li or miles, each li confiding of five hun¬ 
dred bow lengths. I compute five of their 
miles to be about two and an half En* 
gKfh. 

The 8th, we halted it this place. As 
we could not be prefent at the entertain¬ 
ment to whidfr we were invited laft night 
by the goverhour, he had refolved that the 

delicacies 
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delicacies prepared on that occafion ffiould 
not be loft, and therefore fent into our 
court twelve tables, whereon were placed, 
by a number of people, all the vi&uals that 
were drelled the preceding night with the 
defert, and feveral forts of tea. The whole 1 
was afterwards brought into the hall, and 
there placed in form upon the tables. 
When this was done, an officer of diftinc- 
tion came to defire the ambaffador to tafte 
of his Imperial Majefty’s bounty. We ac¬ 
cordingly fat down at the tables in great 
order. Every thing was very good, but 
moftly cold, having been carried through 
the ftreets to fome diftance. After we had 
removed from the table, the perfon who 
had the dire&ion of the entertainment, 
called our fervants, and ordered them to lit 

down at the tables and eat. This produced 
a very diverting fcene ; but, had it not 
been complied with, the governour would 
have thought himfelf highly affronted. 

In the evening, the Emperor’s third fon 
went through this city, on his way towards 

the 
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the capital. He was carried upon mens 
fhouldtrs in a palankin, a vehicle very eafy 
for the traveller, and well known in Euro¬ 
pean fettlements in India^ The Emperor's 
fons have no other names than thofe of 
firft, fecond, third, &c. This prince had 
only a fmall retinue of a few horfemen. 

Our new conductor, Tulilhin, invited 
the ambafTador and his retinue to pais the 
evening at his lodgings. His Excellency 
excufed himfelf, as he had not been at the 
governour’s. All the gentlemen, however, 
accepted the invitation. The entertain¬ 
ment was elegant, and fomething like that 
I formerly defcribed, accompanied with 
dancing and mufic, and quail-fighting. It 
is furprifing to fee how thefe little birds fly 
at one another as foon as they are fet upon 
the table, and fight, like game-cocks, to 
death. The Chinefe are very fond of this 
diverfion, and bet as high on their quails as 
the Englilh do on cocks. They are a Uo 
great lovers of cock-fighting ; but it is 
reckoned among the vulgar fports. The 
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quails are generally parted before they hurt 
one another too much, and referved in 
cages till another occafion. 

The 9th, having fent off the baggage in 
the morning, the ambaflador returned the 
governour’s vifit. We only flaid to drink 
tea ; after which we immediately mount¬ 
ed, and purfued our journey to a fmall 
town called Juny, where we arrived in the 
evening. Near this place is ;a fteep rock. 
Handing on a plain, inacceffible on all fides, 
except to the weft, where a narrow wind¬ 
ing path is cut in the rock, which leads to 
a Pagan temple and nunnery built upon 
the top of it. Thefe edifices make a pretty 
appearance from the plain ; and, as the 
{lory goes, were built from the foundation 
in one night by a lady, on the following 
occafion. This lady was very beautiful, 
virtuous, and rich, and had many powerful 
princes for her fuitors. She told them, {he 
intended to build a temple and a mona- 
ftery of certain dimenfions, with her own 
hands, in one night, on the top of this 
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rock j and whoever would undertake to 
build a (tone-bridge over a river in the 
neighbourhood, in the fame fpace of time, 
him (he promifed to accept for a hufband. 
All the lovers having heard the difficult 
talk impofed on them, returned to their re- 
fpedivc dominions, except one ftranger, 
who undertook to perform the hard con¬ 
dition. The lover and the lady began 
their labour at the fame time, and the lady 
completed her part before the light appear¬ 
ed j but'as foon as the fun was rifen» fee 
faw from the top of the rock, that her lo¬ 
ver had not half-fini(hed his bridge, ha¬ 
ving raifed only the pillars for the 
arches, hailing, therefore, in his part 
of the performance, he alfo was obliged 
to depart to his own country; and the 
lady pafled the remainder of her days in 
her own monaftery. 

The river is about a quarter of a mile 
from the rock, and the pillars dill remain 
about five or fix feet above the water; 
they are fix or eight in number, and good 

fubftantial 
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fubftantial work. This tale I relate as a 
fpecimen of many fabulous ftories, which I 
heard every day, and the people firmly be¬ 
lieve. In the monaftery there are at pre- 
fent many monks and nuns. 

The chain of mountains running to the 
north, which bound this plain to the weft, 
are very high, rugged, and barren. Their 
breadth from the defert to the plain habi¬ 
table country of China, I compute not to 
exceed fifteen or twenty miles, and in ma¬ 
ny places it is much lefs. But their length, 
I am informed, is above one thoufand En- 
glifli miles. They encompafs all, or the 
greateft part of the empire of China, to the 
north and weft. Thefe impregnable bul¬ 
warks, together with the almoft impaflable 
deferts, have, in my opinion, fo long pre- 
ferved this nation from being over-run by 
the weftern heroes. One would imagine, 
that a country, fo fortified by nature, had 
little need of fuch a ftrong wall for its de¬ 
fence j for, if all the pafTes of the moun¬ 
tains are as narrow and difficult as that 

where 
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where we entered, a fmall number of men 
might defend it againft a mighty army. 

Juny is but a fmall place ; it fuffered 
greatly by the earthquake that happened 
in the month of July the preceding year, 
above one half of it being thereby laid in 
ruins. Indeed, more than one-half of the 
towns and villages through which we tra¬ 
velled this day had fuffered much on the 
fame occafion, and vaft numbers of people 
had been buried in the ruins. I mull con- 
fefs, it was a difmal feene to fee every 
where fuch heaps of rubbilh. 

All the belt houfes being thrown down 
by the earthquake, we were lodged in the 
priefts apartments of a temple, which had 
efcaped the general devaftation. Our con¬ 
ductor treated the monks with very little 
ceremony, and defired them to feek other 
lodgings for themfelves. Thefe priefts 
were not at all fuperftitious, as appeared 
fufRciently from the little reverence they 
-paid to their idols, and ftatues of reputed 
faints. They conducted us into the 

temple. 
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temple, and feveral apartments adjoining, 
where flood many images of faints, fome 
of which were monftrous figures of ftone 
and plaifter. One of the priefts gave us 
the hiftory of fome of them, which I 
thought too abfurd to be inferted. We 
then returned into the temple, which was 
a fmall but neat building. In one end of 
it we faw an altar, rifmg by fteps to the 
deling, on which were placed a number 
of fmall images, caft chiefly in brafs, re- 
fembling men and women, birds and beads. 
We were entertained in the temple with 
tea till the priefts had removed their beds. 
At the entrance is hung a large bell, at¬ 
tended by a prieft, who tolls it on feeing 
paflengers, in order to invite them to fay 
their prayers; which having done, they 
generally leave a fmall gratuity to the 
temple. 

In the night, we were a little alarmed 
with the fliock of an earthquake, which 
awakened all our people, but did no da¬ 
mage. 

Next 
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Next day, our condu&or notified to the 
ambaiTador, that he could proceed no far¬ 
ther till he received an anfwer to fome 
defpatches he had fent to court. Thefe 
news were not altogether agreeable, as we 
apprehended another Ihock of an earth¬ 
quake. Nothing, however, of that kind 
happened during the two days we were 
obliged to remain at this place. 

The 12th, we continued our journey to 
a little town, where we lodged. This, and 
mod of the towns and villages through 
which we pafled to day, had differed great¬ 
ly by the earthquake ; particularly one 
confiderable walled town, where very few 
houfes remained, and the walls were level¬ 
led with the ground. 

About noon, next day, we came to a 
large* populous, and well built city, with 
broad ftreets, as ftraight as a line. Near 
this place runs a fine river, which appears 
navigable, having acrofs it a noble done 
bridge, of feveral arches, and paved with 
large fquare dones. In the evening, we 
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arrived at a fmall town, after palling 
through a very pleafant and fruitful coun¬ 
ty- 

On the 14th, we halted at this little 
town : But our baggage, and his Majefty’s 
prefents, advanced a ftage farther. Thefe, 
by order of the Mandarin, our conductor, 
were carried on men’s Ihoulders, covered 
with pieces of yellow filk, as every thing is 
which hath any conne&ion with the court. 
Whatever is diftinguilhed by this badge is 
looked on as facred ; and he 'who has the 
care of any thing belonging to the Empe¬ 
ror needs no other prote&ion j fuch is the 
reverence paid him all over the empire. 
The yellow colour is chofen by the Empe¬ 
ror, becaufe, among the Chinefe, it is the 
emblem of the fun, to which he is com¬ 
pared. 

The following day, our road, lying over 
fome rocks, was very rugged. In fome 
places it was cut, for a confiderable length, 

. above twenty feet deep, through the folid 
rock, which appears to have been a work 

of 
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of great labour and expence. But no 
people I ever faw take fuch pains to make 
their ftreets and high-ways eafy to travel¬ 
lers as the Chinefe. In fome places of the 
rocks were cut out images of Chinefe 
faints ; but the workmanlhip very mean. 

Near this place, we palled through fix 
or eight flrong femicircular walls within 
one another, which have the endlefs wall 
for their common diameter, and take in a 
great compafs. In all thefe walls there are 
large well built gates, guarded by a con- 
ftant watch, both in times of peace and 
war. At one of them, the ambalfador was 
faluted with three great guns, from a tower 
over the gate-way. Thefe walls feem to 
be of the fame materials and architecture 
with the long wall, having fquare towers 
at the diftance of a bow-lhot from each 
other. While we flopped at one of the 
gates to refrelh ourfelves, I took the op¬ 
portunity to walk into one of thefe towers, 
where I faw fome hundreds of old iron 
cannon thrown together as ufelefs. On 

examination 
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examination I found them to be compofed 
of three or four pieces of hammered iron, 
joined, and fattened together with hoops 
of the fame metal. The Chinefe have, 
however, now learned to caft as fine brafs 
cannon as are any where to be found. 
From this tower I was led, by a broad 
ftone ftair, to the top of the wall, which is 
above twenty feet in breadth, and paved 
with large fquare ftones, clofely joined, 
and cemented with ftrong mortar. I walk¬ 
ed along this flat, till I came to a rock, 
where I found a high ftair of above a 
thoufand fteps, the whole breadth of the 
wall, which led to a tower on the fummir, 
from w'hence I could fee like a ftair, on 
the other fide, forming a defcent to a nar¬ 
row paflage between two rocks. 1 obferved 
alfo, that the wall was neither fo high nor 
broad where it was carried over another 
rock to the fouth-weft, as at the place where 
1 flood*. But time not allowing me to go 
farther, I returned by the fame way to our 
company ; and, after flaying a few hours, 
Vol. I. 3 I we 
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we proceeded this afternoon to the town of 
Zulinguang, where we lodged. 

The next day, after travelling about two 
hours, we came to the laft femicircular 
wall. Here ended all the hills and moun- 
tains. Our road now lay through a fine 
champaign country, interfperfed with many 
fmall towns and villages. In the even* 
ing, we reached a large neat city, called 
Zang-ping-jew. In the market place Hood 
a triumphal arch, whereon were hung a 
number of dreamers, and filken pendants, 
of various colours. The ftreets were clean, 
ftraight, and broad ; in fome places cover¬ 
ed with gravel, in others paved with flat 
fquare ftones. 

As foon as we reached our lodgings, the 
governour of the place came to frlute the 
ambaifador, and invited 'him to an enter¬ 
tainment, prepared by order of his Ma- 
jefty. 

The invitation was accepted, and we im¬ 
mediately went to the governour’s palace. 
The entertainment was very magnificent, 

fome- 
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fomewhat of the fame kind with that I for¬ 
merly defcribed, and accompanied with 
mufic and dancing. This place is fituated 
in a fruitful plain, about thirty Englilh 
miles northward of Pekin. 

The 17th, after travelling about a dozen 
of miles, we came to a fmall town called 
Shach. The weather being very fine and 
warm, the governour came to meet the 
ambaifador, and defired him to refrelh 
himfelf a little, by drinking tea. Here we 
halted about an hour, and then proceeded 
fix or eight miles farther, to a fmall vil¬ 
lage, about four miles from the capital, 
where we lodged. 

Next morning, two mandarins came 
from court, to congratulate the ambaifador 
on his arrival, and brought fome horfes, on 
which he and his retinue were to make 
their entry. The furniture of the horfes 
was very fimple, and far inferior to the 
coftly trappings of the Perfians. 

My lodgings in this village happened to 
be at a cook’s houfe, which gave me an 

oppor- 
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opportunity of obferving the ingenuity of 
thefe people, even on trifling occafions. 
My landlord being in his {hop, I paid him 
a vilit, where I found fix kettles, placed in 
a row on furnaces, having a feparate open¬ 
ing under each of them, for receiving the 
fewel, which confided of a few fmall fticb 
and draw. On his pulling a thong, he 
blew a pair of bellows, if hich made all his 
kettles boil in a very ihort time. They are 
indeed very thin, and made of caft iron, 
being extremely fmooth, both within and 
without. The fcarcity of fewel, near fuch 
a populous city, prompts people to con¬ 
trive the eafieft methods of dreffing their 
victuals, and keeping themfelves warm du¬ 
ring the winter, which is fevere for two 
months. 

About ten of the clock, we mounted, 
and proceeded towards the .city, in the fol¬ 
lowing order: 


An 
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An officer, with his (word drawn. 

Three foldiers. 

One kettle-drummer. 

Twenty-four foldiers, three in rank. 

The fteward. 

Twelve footmen. 

Two pages. 

Three interpreters. 

The ambaflador, and a mandarin of di> 
ftinCtion. 

Two fecretaries. 

Six gentlemen, two and two. 

Servants and attendants. 

The whole retinue was dreiTed in their 
bed apparel. The foldiers in uniform, 
carrying their mufkets like horfemen (land¬ 
ing centry ; drawn fwords being refufed by 
our condudtor, the officer only had that 
privilege. 

We travelled from the village, along a 
fine road, through a cloud of dud, and 
multitudes of fpe&ators ; and, in two 
hours, entered the city at the great north 

gate ; 
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gate ; which opened into a fpacious ftreet, 
* perfectly ftraight, as far as the eye-fight 
could reach. We found it all fprinkled 
with water, which was very refrefhing, 
after the dull we had pafled through. 

A guard of fitre hundred Chinefe horfe- 
men was appointed to clear the way ; not- 
withftanding which, we found it very dif¬ 
ficult to get through the crowd. One 
would have imagined all the people in Pe¬ 
kin were afiembled to fee us ; though I was 
informed that only a fmall part of the in¬ 
habitants of the city were prefent. I ob- 
ferved alfo great crowds of women unveil¬ 
ed ; but they kept in the windows, doors, 
and in corners of the ftreet. The foldiera 
did not behave with roughnefs to the peo¬ 
ple, as in fome other places of the eaft, but 
treated them with great mildnefs and hu¬ 
manity. Indeed the people, of themfelves, 
made as much way as was poffible for 
them, confidering their numbers. After a 
march of two hours, from the gate where 
we entered, we at laft came to our !odging$> 

in 
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in that part of the city called the Tartar’s 
town, which is near the center of Pekin, ' 
and not far from the Emperor’s palace. 

We lodged in what is called the Ruflia- 
houfe. It was allotted, by the prefent Em¬ 
peror, for the accommodation of the cara¬ 
vans from Mofcovy, and is furrounded 
with a high wall of brick, which inclofes 
three courts. The firft from the ftreet is 
appointed for the guard of Chinefe foldiers. 
The fecond is a fpacious fquare, on the 
(ides whereof are apartments for fervants. 
The third is divided from the fecond by a 
high brick-wall, thro’ which you enter by a 
great gate. Oppofite to this gate is the 
great hall, which rifes.a few fteps above the 
1 level of the court. The floor is neatly 
paved with white and black marble ; and, 
on the fame floor, to the right and left of 
the hall, are two fmall bed-chambers- This 
hall was occupied by the ambaflador. In 
the fame court are two large houfes, divi¬ 
ded into apartments, in which the retinue 
was lodged. All thefe ftru&ures are hut of 

one 
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one llorey, with large windows of leltice- 
work, on which is palled white paper. The 
cielings are very flight and airy, confifting 
only of ftrong laths, with reeds laid acrofs 
them, and done over on the infide with 
paper. The roofs project confiderably 0- 
ver the walls, and are covered with fine 
light glazed tiles, which, as far as I could 
learn, are of a quality to laft ages. The 
bed-chambers only of the hall are neatly 
finifhed with lath and plaifter. 

The lame evening, the mailer of the ce¬ 
remonies came to compliment the ambaf- 
fador. He, in the Emperor’s name, inqui¬ 
red into the chief fubjeft of his commif- 
fion ; and, having received a fatisfa&ory 
anfwer, retired. * 

This gentleman, named Aloy,, was by 
birth a Mongall Tartar, and a great favou¬ 
rite of the Emperor. He was a perfon of 
great politenefs, and a good friend to the 
Chrillians, efpecially the miflionaries, who 

t 

received frelh marks of his kindnefs every 
day. In his youth he converfed much with 

the 
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the Jefuits, who taught him geography, 
and fome other beanchesof fcience ; which 
contributed not a little to mile his charac¬ 
ter among the Chinefe, and recommend 
him to the notice and favour of the Em¬ 
peror. 

Thus, we happily arrived at the famous 
and long Wilhed for city of Pekin, the ca¬ 
pital of this mighty empire, after a tedious 
journey of exa&ly fixteen months. It is 
indeed very long, yet may be performed in 
much lefs time. 1 am of opinion that tra¬ 
vellers might go from St Peteriburgh to 
Pekin, and return, in the fpace of fix 
months, which, were it neceflary, I think I 
could eafily demon {Irate. 

After the departure of the mailer of the 
ceremonies, the aleggada, or prime minifter, 
lent an officer to falute the ambalfador, and 
excufe himfelf for not paying him a vifit 
immediately, as it was then late in the 
night, but promifed to fee him next day. 
At the fame time, he lent, great variety of 
bruits and provifions, 4s a mark of refped, 

Vol. I. 3 K not- 
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notwithftanding we were abundantly fup- 
plied with thefe things by thole appointed 
for that purpofe. 

At ten of the clock at night, the officer 
on guard in the outer? court locked our 
gate, and fealed it with the Emperor's leal, 
that no perfon might go out or come in 
during the night. The ambaflador, not 
approving of this proceeding, as foon as 
the gate w^s opened in the morning, lent 
his fecretary, and an interpreter, to the 
prime minifter, to complain of his being 
confined. The aleggada faid he was alto¬ 
gether ignorant of what had happened,, but 
exprefsly forbid any fuch behaviour for the 
future. In Perfia, indeed, and fome other 
nations of the eaft, it is the cuftom to re- 
ftrain foreign minifters from converfing 
with the inhabitants, till they have bad aa 
audience of the Prince. 


END OF VOLUME FIRST. 
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THE high charafler •which thcfe Tra¬ 
vels bear in point of authentic injormation % 
and the great variety of curious matter to 
be found in them , refpefling thofe countries 
through which the Author travelled , by a 
route which as yet is very little known t 
joined to the extreme fear city of this Book t 
from the demand for it upon the Continent , 
were the motives for the publication of this 
new Edition. The Maps in the former 
Edition being wretchedly executed , and at 
the fame time quite erroneous and imperfefl , 
the^ Pubis (her has fubfiituted in their plate 
new and accurate Maps , taken from the 
latejl and bejl authorities , particularly the 
RuJJian Atlas , in which the Author’s route 
is carefully traced , together with the feve- 
ral towns , villages , and Jlaiions, which art 
mentioned in the courfe of his Travels. 
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Occurrences at Pekin , Audience of 
the AmbaJfador 9 &c. 

T HE 19th, the prime minlfter, ac¬ 
companied with the mailer of the 
ceremonies, and five Jefuits, came to com¬ 
pliment the ambalTador. As foon as they 
entered the gate, two of their attendants 
walked before them, at fome diftance, 
making a humming noife, the ufual fign 
that fome perfon of diftin&ion is coming. 
Aloy defired the ambaflador would give 
him a copy of his credentials ; which was 
Vol. II. A dot 
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not eafily complied with, tiH theft miniftera^ 
abfolutely infilled on it; alledging that the 
Emperor never received any letters from 
his bed friends, among whom he reckon¬ 
ed his Czarilh Majefty the chief, ’without 
knowing the contents* The Latin copy 
was at laft produced, the original being in 
the Ruffian language j and the mafter of 
the ceremonies and the miffionaries ha¬ 
ving tranflated it into Chinefe; took their 
leave. But the aleggada remained for the 
fpace of, three hours, talking on different 
iVbjedts. This minifter, it feems, was a 
great fportfman. He alked to fee the am- 
bafiador’s dogs, which were a few grey¬ 
hounds, and fome French buck-hounds. 
He was defired to receive, in a prefent, any 
of them which pleafed him bell; but he 
would accept only of a couple of grey¬ 
hounds. 

In the mean time, the Emperor feat an 
officer to inquire after the ambaffador*$ 
health; who brought along with him a 
table, carried by four men, and covered 
with yellow filk, on which was placed va- 
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riety of fruits and confections, and, in the 
niddle, a Urge piece of excellent mutton. 
The officer acquainted the ambalTador that 
tbe£e provifions were brought from the 
Emperor’s own table, and therefore hoped 
he would eat of them. This circumftance 
was accounted a Angular mark of the Em¬ 
peror’s favour. 

The day following, the ambaflador had 
avifit from the prefidentof the council for 
weftern affairs, called Aflchinoma, accom¬ 
panied by four miffionaries, two of which 
were Meffieurs Paranim and Fridelii. The 
tooverfatioQ turned chiefly on the ceremo¬ 
nial of the arobaflador’s introduction to the 
Emperor, which was a matter not eafily 
fettled. The principal points, infilled on 
by the atnbaflador, were, that he might de¬ 
liver his credentials into the Emperor’s own 
hands, and be excufed from bowing thrice 
three times on entering his Majefty’s pre¬ 
fence j to which cuftom all muft fubmic 
who appear before the Emperor. The pre¬ 
sident, on the contrary, aflerted, that the 
conftant practice in China, for many ages 

pall, 
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paft, was direttly oppofite to thefe de¬ 
mands ; that their Emperors never received 
letters of credence with their own hands ; 
that the cuftom was for the ambaflador to 
lay them on a table, at fome diftance from 
the throne, or the place where the Emperor 
may happen to fit '• after which they were 
delivered to the Emperor by the officer 
appointed for that purpofe. 

At the fame time, the prefident invited 
the ambaflador to an entertainment, to' be 
given at a palace in the city, where he faid 
the Emperor would be prefent, and fpeak 
with him. His Excellency replied. He 
would accept of the invitation, provided he 
might on that occafion deliver the Czar his 
matter's letter. He was told, this was 
neither a proper place nor time for that 
purpofe; but that the Emperor intended to 
give him a public audience very foon, and 
receive his credentials in form. 

The ambaflador was apprehenfive that 
the Emperor, having already feen a copy 
of his credentials, fhould he alfo fee him- 

felf 
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Self at the entertainment; his public audi¬ 
ence might thereby be retarded ; and there¬ 
fore declined the invitatiom It appeared, 
however, afterwards, that this fufpicion 
was without foundation, and that the Em¬ 
peror intended nothing more than to do 
honour to the ambaflador. 

The a I the aleggada paid a fecond vi- 
fit. His fervants brought tea ready made, 
feme jars of arrack, with fruits and con¬ 
fections. From this day little material 
happened, except daily meflages from 
court relating to the ceremonial, till the 
27th, when this affair was at lad adjufted, 
on the following terms : “ That the am- 
** baflador Ihould comply with the efta- 
u blifhed cuftoms of the court of China ; 
11 and, when the Emperor fent a minifter 
“ to Ruftia, he fhould have inftrndions to 
“ conform himfelf, in every refpeft, to the 
“ ceremonies in ufe at that court.” This 
affair gave the miniftry at Pekin much 
trouble j and, I muft confefs, the miffion- 
aries took great pains to foften matters on 
both fides. 

On 
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On the 28th, the day appointed for the 
ambaflador’s public audience of the Empe¬ 
ror, horfes were brought to Our lodgings 
for the ambaflador and his retinue ; the 
Emperor being then at a country houie 
called Tzan-ftm-yang, about fix miles 
weftward from Pekiu. We mounted at 
eight in the morning, and about ten arri¬ 
ved at court, where we alighted at the 
gate, which was guarded by a ftroog party 
of foldiers. The commanding officers con¬ 
ducted us into a large rooea, where we 
drank tea, and ftaid about half an .hour, till 
the Emperor was ready to receive us. We 
then entered a fpacious court, inefofed 
with high brick-walls, and regularly plant¬ 
ed with feveral rows erf foreft-trees, about 
» ~ 

eight inches diameter, which I took to be 
limes. The walks are fpread with {maH 
gravel; and the great walk is terminated 
by the ball of audience, behind which arc 
' the Emperor’s private apartments. Qa 
each fide of the great walk are fine flower- 
plots and canals. As we advanced, we 

found 
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found all the minifters of Hate, and officers 
belonging to the court, feated upon fur- 
cushions, crofs-begged, before the hall, in 
the open air; among thefe, places were 
appointed for the ambaflador and his reti¬ 
nue ; and m this filiation we remained, 
in a cold frofty moming, tin the Emperor 
came into the hall. During this interval, 
there were only two or three fervaats in 
the hall, and not the leaft noife was heard 
from any quarter. The entry to the hall 
is by feveh marble fteps, the whole length 
of the building. The floor is finely pa¬ 
ved with a neat checker work of white 
and black marble. The edifice is quite o- 
pen to the fouth ; and the roof fupported 
by a row of handfome wooden pillars, oc¬ 
tangular, and finely polifhed ; before which 
is hung a large canvafs, as a flicker from 
the heat of the fun, or inclemencies of the 
weather. 

After we had waited about a quarter of 
an hour, the Emperor entered the hall at a 
back-door, and feated himfelf upon the 
throne ; upon which all the company 

flood. 
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flood. The mailer of the ceremonies now 
delired the ambaffador, who was at fome 
diftance from the reft* to walk into the hall, 
and conduced him by one hand, while he 
- held his credentials in the other. Having 
afcended the Heps, the letter was laid on a 
table placed for that purpofe, as had been 
previoully agreed ; but the Emperor bec¬ 
koned to the ambalTador, and directed him 
to approach j which he no fooner percei¬ 
ved, than he took up the credentials, apd, 
attended by Aloy, walked up to the throne, 
and, kneeling, laid them before the Empe¬ 
ror, who touched them with his hand, and 
inquired after his Czarilh Majefty's health. 
He then told the ambaffador, that the love 
and friendfliip he entertained for his Ma- 
jefty were fuch, that he had even difpenfed 
with an eftablilhed cuftom of the empire in 
receiving his letter. 

During this part of the ceremony, which 
was not long, the retinue continued (land¬ 
ing without the hail, and we imagined, the 
letter being delivered, all was over. But 

the 
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the matter of the ceremonies brought back 
the ambaflador, and then ordered all the 
company to kneel, and make obeifance 
nine times to the Emperor. At every third 
time we ttood up, and kneeled again. 
Great pains were taken to avoid this piece 
of homage, but without fuccefs. The maf- 
ter of the ceremonies ttood by, and deli¬ 
vered his orders in the Tartar language, 
by pronouncing the words morgu and bofs ; 
the firft meaning to bow, and the other to 
Hand j two words which I cannot foon 
forget/ 

This piece of formality being ended, 
the matter of the ceremonies conduced the 
ambaflador, and the fix gentlemen of the 
retinue, with one interpreter, into the hall* 
Our clerks, inferior officers, and fervants, 
remained ftill without, together with many 
courtiers and officers of diftimttion. We 
were feated on our own culhions, in a row 
upon the floor, to the right of the throne, 
about fix yards diftance : And, immediate¬ 
ly behind us, fat three miffionaries, drefled 
Vol. II. B in 
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in Chinefe habits, who conftantly attend 
the court* On this occafion they ferved 
by turns as interpreters. 

Soon after we were admitted, the Em¬ 
peror called the ambafiador to him, took 
him by the hand, and talked very familiar¬ 
ly on various fubje&s. Among other 
things, he told him, that he was informed 
his Czarifh Majefty expofed his perfon to 
many dangers, particularly by water, at 
which he was much furprifed,but defired he 
woultf take the advice of an old man, and 
not hazard his life, by committing himfelf 
to the rage of the mercilefs waves and 
winds, where no valour could avail. We 
were near enough to hear this piece of 
friendly and wholefome advice. 

This converfation being finifhed, the 
Emperor gave the ambafiador, with his 
own hand, a gold cup-full of warm taraf- 
fun, a fweet fermented liquor, made of va¬ 
rious forts of grain, as pure and ftrong as 
Canary wine, of a difagreeable fmell, tho’ 
not unpleafant to the tafte. This cup was 

brought 
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brought about to the gentlemen, and all of 
us drank the Emperor’s health, who ob- 
ferved, that this liquor would warm us that 
cold morning. His Majefty alfo found 
many faults with our drefs, as improper 
for a cold climate, and, I muft confefs, I 
thought him in the right. 

On the left fide of the throne fat five 
Princes, fons to the Emperor, together with 
all the minifters and grandees of the court. 
The taraflun, however, was handed about 
to none but ourfelves, and the Jefuits be¬ 
hind us. Eight or ten of the Emperor’s 
grandfons now entered the hall. They 
were very handfome, and plainly drefled, 
having nothing to diftinguifhthem, but the 
dragon with five daws, woven into their 
outer garments, and a yellow tunic of fat- 
tin, bearing the fame device, with little 
caps on their heads faced with fable. After 
them came the muficians carrying their in- 
ftruments. By this time the hall was pret¬ 
ty full; and, what is furprifing, there was 
not the lead noife, hurry, or confufion. 

Every 
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Every one perfe&ly knows his own bud'!* 
nefs j and the thick paper foies of the Chi- 
nefe boots prevent any noife from their 
walking on the floor. By thefe means 
every thing goes on with great regularity, 
but at the fame time with wonderful quick- 
nefs. In fhort, the charatteriftic of the 
court of Pekin is order and decency, rather 
than grandeur and magnificence. 

The Emperor fat crofs-legged on his 
throne. He was drefled in a fliort loo/e 
coat of fable, having the fur outward, lined 
with lamb-fkjn, under which he wore a 
long tunic of yellow filk, interwoven with 
figures of golden dragons with five claws ; 
which device no perfon is allowed to bear 
except the imperial family. On his head 
was a little round cap, faced with black fox- 
fkin; on the top of which I obferved a 
large beautiful pearl, in the fhape of a pear, 
which, together with a tafiel of red filk tied 
below the pearl, was all the ornament I 
faw about this mighty monarch. The 
throne alfo was very Ample, being made 

of 
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of wood, but of neat workmanship. It is 
raifed five eafy fteps from the floor, isopea 
towards the company, but has a large ja¬ 
panned fcreen on each fide to defend it 
from the wind. 

The matter of the ceremonies, and a few 
officers of the houfhold, were drefled in 
robes of ftate, of gold and filver fluffs, with 
monttrous dragons on their backs and 
breads. Mott of the minitters of ftate were 
drefled very plains having nothing like or¬ 
naments about them ; a few only had large 
rubies, fapphires, 'and emeralds. Thefe 
precious ftones are cut into the fhape of 
pears, through which a hole is drilled, to 
fix them on the top of their bonnets. 
Thefe holes diminish the value of the 
Slones, one half at lead, at an European 
market. 1 once faw, however, one of 
thefe rubies, with a hole drilled through it, 
which was bought at Pekin for a trifle, va¬ 
lued at ten thoufand pounds Sterling in 
Europe. But fuch bargains are rarely to 
)je met with, this being a done of the firft 

clafs 
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clafs for bignefs and purity. As for dia¬ 
monds, the Chinefe, it Teems, do not much 
efteem them ; for few diamonds are found 
in China, and thefe very rudely cut and 
fhaped, and To, indeed, are all their colour¬ 
ed ftones. 

It was now about noon, at which time 
eur entertainment began to be ferved up, 
(of which I fhall alfo give fome account.) 
There were firft brought neat little tables, 
covered with variety of fruits and confec¬ 
tions, and placed before all the company. 
It Teems to be the faihion in this country 
to bring the defert firft, at leaft that was the 
caTe at all the entertainments where I was 
prefent. In this, as in many other things, 
the behaviour of the ChineTe is quite con¬ 
trary to that of the Europeans. Soon af¬ 
ter the fruits, the victuals were Terved in 
the Tame manner, and placed on Tmall 
tables before the guefts. They confided 
of fowls, mutton, and pork, all very good 
of their kinds; and the whole was either 
boiled, or ftewed with pickles, but nothing 

roafted. 


Digitized by VjOOQlC 



1720. 


TO PEKIN. 


*S 

roafted. The Emperor fent feveral diflies 
from hi9 own table to the ambaflador, par¬ 
ticularly Tome boiled pheafants, which were 
very agreeable. 

The muflc played all the time of dinner. 
The chief inftruments were flutes, harps, 
and lutes, all tuned to the Chinefe tafte. 
There was alfo fome vocal muflc ; an old 
Tartar, in particular, fling a warlike fong, 
to frhich he beat time, by (hiking, with 
two ivory roads, upon a chime of little 
bells that hung before him. A young 
Tartar fung a call to war, dancing at the 
fame time, and keeping time by drawing 
the head of an arrow acrofs his fhield. 
Then entered two little girls, who danced 
and fung while the inftruments played. 
.After them came tumblers, who performed 
various feat9 of activity in the court before 
the hall. Thefe were fucceeded by wreft- 
lers, fencers, and other performers of the 
fame fpecies. The Emperor fent frequent¬ 
ly to the ambaflador, to a(k how he liked 
the muflc, dancing, and other entertain¬ 
ments. 
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ments. He alfo inquired about feveral 
princes and Rates of Europe, with whofe 
power by fea and land he was not unac¬ 
quainted. But, above all, he wondered 
how the kingdom of Sweden could hold 
out fo long againft fo great a power as that 
of Ruffia. After this converfation, the 
Emperor informed the ambaflador that he 
would foon fend for him again ; but, as 
the night was cold, he would detain him 
no longer at prefent, and immediately ftept 
from his throne, and returned to his pri¬ 
vate apartments by the fame paffage he left 
them. We alfo mounted, and repaired to 
our lodgings in the city, fo well fatisficd 
with the gracious and friendly reception of 
the Emperor* that all our former hardfhips 
were almoft forgot. 

The 29th, the Mandarin Tulifhin came 
to our lodgings with two clerks, and took 
a lift of the prefents fent by the Czar to 
the Emperor. Thefe confifted of various 
rich furs, clocks, repeating watches fet in 
diamonds, mirrors j and the battle of Pol¬ 
tava, 
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tava, nicely turned in ivory, done by bis 
Czarifh Majefty’s own hands, and fet in a 
curious frame. The atabaftador, at the 
fame time, delivered to the Mandarin, as a 
prefent from himfelf to the Emperor, fe- 
vcral toys of value, a fine managed horfe, 
fome greyhounds, and large buck-hounds. 

Every thing was entered in a book very 
exa&ly, even the names and qualities of 
each particular dog. There was alfo tied 
about the neck of each dog a yellow filk- 
cord, drawn through a hole in a little bit 
of wood, which hung from the dog’s neck, 
as a mark of its belonging to the court. 
The Chinefe, in general, are very fond of 
little harlequin dog6 that play monkey 
iricks. A fervant of ours had one of that 
kind, which he fold for an hundred ounces 
of filver. 

The fame day, all the fruits and confec¬ 
tions of the entertainment given at the au¬ 
dience which remained, were fent to the 
ambafiador’s lodgings. They were carried 
in great date through the ftreets, covered 
Vol. II. C with 
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with yellow filk ; and an officer of the 
court walked before the proceffion. 

Next day, the Emperor fent to our lodg- 
ings feveral large difhes of maffive gold, 
containing a kind of delicate fifh, called 
mu, already drefled, but in fuch a manner 
. that 1 did not know to what to compare it. 
Alfo fome bowls filled with excellent ver¬ 
micelli, and a fort of paftry-puffs, baked 
over the fleam of boiling water, exceeding 
in whitenefs any thing of that kind 1 ever 
faw. All thefe things were fent from his 
Majefly’s own table ; an honour which he 
grants but feldom. It feems he was re- 
folved we fhould have provifions in abun¬ 
dance ; for, befides all thefe, we received 
our daily allowance, in which we were by 
no means ftinted. 

After dinner, the matter of the ceremo¬ 
nies, accompanied with the captain of the 
eunuchs, and three Jefuits, came to vifit 
the ambaflador. This eunuch was a great 
favourite of the Emperor, on account of 
the knowledge he had acquired in mathe? 

maticsi 
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raatics and mechanics. He made the am- 
baffador a prefent of a fmall enamelled 
gold-watch, and a wind-gun, both of his 
own making. The Emperor himfelf is a 
great lover of the arts, fo far, that who¬ 
ever diftinguifhes himfelf in any ufeful 
branch of them, is fure to meet with pro¬ 
per encouragement. The, eunuch alfo 
made a prefent to the ambafTador of a fteel 
to ftrike fire, and then defired to fee the 
prefents, which was granted. At taking 
leave, Aloy told the ambafTador, that the 
Emperor intended to give him a Chinefe 
drefs, which was more convenient and 
„ warmer than the European. 

December the firft, Merin-Sanguin, a 
general officer, and brother to the firft mi- 
' nifter of ftate, came to vifit the ambafTador* 
Notwithftanding the high rank of this mi¬ 
litary gentleman, he had no fword about 
him j for at Pekin, no perfon, not even of-, 
ficers and foldiers, except when on duty, 
wears a fword, or any other weapon in the 
city* 

The 
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The day following, the ambaffador had 
a fecond audience of the Emperor at tne 
fame palace. On this occafion the Czar’s 
prefents were carried to court, by a num¬ 
ber of people fent for that purpofe. The 
Emperor viewed them all at a diftance ; 
after which they were delivered to an offi¬ 
cer appointed by his Majefty to receive 
them. This audience was held in a pri¬ 
vate hall within the inner-court, where on¬ 
ly the officers of the houfliold, and the 
gentlemen of the retinue were prefent. We 
were entertained in the fame manner as 
before. The Emperor converfed very fa¬ 
miliarly with the ambaffador on various 
fbbje&s, and talked of peace and war in 
particular in the ftyle of a philofopher. In 
the evening, we returned to the city, in a 
cold north-wind* which blew the dull a- 
bout in clouds. Scarcely had we arrived, 
when the fruits and confections, according 
to cjuftom, were fent to our lodgings. 

This evening, one of the Emperor’a 
grandfons came to vilit the ambaffador. 

He 
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He was a genteel youth, about fourteen 
year* of age, and had not above half a do* • 
zen of attendants. 

Next day, the weather continued cold 
and frofty. The Iky was clear, and a 
ftrong wind at north*weft, blowing the 
daft about. I obferved that the north-weft 
winds are the coldeft in this place ; as they 
come over the vaft tra&s of ice and fnow 
in Siberia. 

The 4th, there was a fall of fnOw, to 
the deepnefs of feven or eight inches, 
which was immediately thrown into heaps, 
and the ftreets clean fwept. This day the 
miflionaries fent a prefent to the ambajGTa* 
dor, confiding of feveral forts of venifon 
and wild-fowl, and a greater variety of 
fine fruits and confections than 1 ever faw 
in any country, together with a couple of 
jars of wine made by themfelves. Among 
the fruits there were fome fpecies which I 
had never before feen, particularly a fort 
of apple, about the fize of a common o- 
range, with a fmooth (kin, of a yellowiih 

colour, 
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colour, very foft and fweet, or rather lufci- 
ous; alfo a fruit about the bignefs of a 
walnut, but quite round, refembling in 
tafte a prune, but far more delicious: It 
contains afmooth hard ftone, and the whole 
is covered with a thin brownilh fhell, fo 
brittle that it is eafily broken between the 
finger and thumb. Some of thefe fhells 
are rough, and others fmooth. They ferve 
to prevent the tender fruit from being de- 
voured by birds, and from flying duft; 
and, what is fomething uncommon, the 
fruit does not adhere to the fhell, but a 
fmall vacuity is left between them. It is 
not only pleafant to the tafte, but is ac¬ 
counted very wholefome. 

The 5th, the ambaflador had a third au¬ 
dience of the Emperor, in the palace at 
Pekin. As fome affairs relating to the two 
Empires were to be difcufled, the fecretary 
only, M. de Lange, accompanied the am¬ 
baflador. After he was introduced, the 
Emperor told him, he had given orders to 
the tribunal for weftern affairs to hear the 

fubjett 
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fubjedt of his commiffion, and then retired 
to his own apartments, leaving his minifters 
to tranfadf the bufinefs, which was foon 
finifhed on this occalion ; and the ambaf- 
fador returned to his lodgings. 

The 6th, being St Nicolas’s day, a great 
feftival in the Greek church, the ambafla- 
dor went to the Rullian chapel in Pekin 
to hear divine fervice. This hOufe Hands 

4 

within the city, under the eaft wall, and 
was built by the bounty of the prefent 
Emperor Kamhi, on the following occa- 
fion. 

About the year 1688, there happened a 
difference betwixt the government of Sibe¬ 
ria an<J the Chinefe, about a fmall fort cal¬ 
led Albazin, which the Ruffians had built 
upon the banks of the river Amoor. The 
Chinefe ^Hedged the fort was eredted on' 
their territories; and, jealous of the ap¬ 
proach of fuch powerful neighbours, mado> 
feveral fruitlefs reprefentations. to the go- 
vernour of Siberia to have it demoliffied. 
The Emperor, at laft, impatient of longer 

delay, 
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delay, feat aa army of above one -hundred 
thoufand men, to do by force what eouki 
not be accomplifhed by negotiation. They 
invefted the place oa all {idea, and raifed 
batteries agaioft it. After a .vigorous de¬ 
fence, the garrifon, confiding of about 
three or four hundred Coflacks, was obli¬ 
ged to furrender for want of provisions. 
No terms could be obtained, and all the 
Ruffians were made prifoaers of war. la 
confequence of which they were carried to 
Pekin, where the Emperor generoufly af- 
figned them houfes apart from the reft of 
the inhabitants, permitted tbe free exercife 
of their religion, and gave them a daily al¬ 
lowance equal with bis own foldiers. By 
this mild treatment they were enabled to 
build the little chapel which they ftill pof- 
fefs. The defendants of thefe prifoners 
arc pretty numerous, and ufeful to their 
countrymen, the Ruffians, as interpreters. 

I formerly mentioned that thefe difputes 
were ended on the following terms ; the 
prifoners on both tides were to remain un¬ 
exchanged, 
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exchanged, and the fort of Albazin to be 
deftroyed j fince which time the two em¬ 
pires have continued in good correfpon- 
denoe. The inhabitants of Siberia, indeed, 
regret much the lofs of their fort, as it 
flood in a fine climate, gave them pofTeflion 
of a large extent of country northward 
from the Amoor ; and, befides, opened a 
paflfage down that river to the Japanefe 
Ocean. It was, however, the occafion of 
eftablifhing the Greek church in China, 
which ftill continues to flourifh, though its 
members are not very numerous. As one 
prieft dies, another from Siberia fucceeds 
him, who minds chiefly his own fmall flock, 
and thinks very little of making converts. 
This circumftance prevents their being ob¬ 
noxious to the Roman miflionaries, who 
can have no fufpicion of their interfering 
with the interefts of their church. Thefe 
miflionaries are conftantly employed in 
making profelytes, and their endeavours 
have been attended with fome fuccefs. 
Vol. II. D The 
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The 7th, we dined at the alleggada’s, 
where we were magnificently entertained. 
There was no other company but ourfelves, 
and we ftaid the whole day. This was the 
mod elegant and complete entertainment 
of any I faw in China. 

About ten o’clock in the morning, chairs 
were fent for the ambaflador and gentlemen 
of the retinue, and horfes for the fervants, 
though the prime minifter’s houfe was very 
near our lodgings. The chairs were car¬ 
ried through two courts, and fet down at 
the entry into a hall, where the alleggada 
waited to receive the ambaflador. After 
entering the hall, we were feated on neat 
cane chairs, with japanned frames, inlaid 
with mother of pearl. The apartment it- 
felf was very Ample, open to the fouth, 
and the roof fupported on that fide by a 
row of well-turned wooden pillars. It had 
no deling, but the rafters appeared finely 
polifhed, and perfectly clean. The floor 
was paved with a checker-work of white 
and black marble j and in the middle of it 

flood 
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flood a large brafs chafing-difli, in fhape of 
an urn, full of charcoal. At the entry 
were placed two large China cifterns, filled 
with pure water, in which played fome 
fcores of fmall fifties, catching at crumbs of 
bread thrown into the water. Thefe fifties 
are about the fize of a minnow, but of a 
different fhape, and beautifully varied with 
red, white, and yellow fpots, and therefore 
called the gold and filver fifti. I never faw 
any of them out of this country, though, I 
imagine, they might eafily be brought to 
Europe, as they are by no means of the 
tender kind. I had about twenty of them 
Handing in a window at my lodgings ; in 
a morning, after a frofty night, I found all 
the water frozen, mod of the fifties ftiff, 
and feemingly dead; but, on putting them 
into cold frefli water, they all recovered, 
except two or three. 

After we had drunk a difti of tea, a col¬ 
lation of broths and victuals was placed on 
the tables, intermixed with variety of fruits 
and confections. Every perfon had a table 

apart, 
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apart, and all were ferved in the fame man¬ 
ner. This repaft, it feems, was only break- 
faft, though it might well have patted for 
dinner. 

After this entertainment the alleggada 
earned us firft to fee his dogs, of which he 
had great variety. I formerly obferved 
that this gentleman was a great fportfman. 
He took greater pleafure in talking of 
hounds than politics; though, at the fame 
time, he had the character of a very able 
miniller, and an honeft man. 

We were now conducted through all the 
different apartments of his houfe, except¬ 
ing only thofe of the ladies, to which none 
have accefs but himfelf, and the eunuchs 
who attend them. We fkw a noble col¬ 
lection of many curiofities, both natural 
and artificial; particularly a large quantity 
of old porcelain or China ware, made in 
China and Japan, and at prefent to be found 
only in the cabinets of the curious. They 
confifted chiefly of a great number of jars 
pf different fizes. He took much pleafure 
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in telling when and where they were ma¬ 
nufactured j ^nd, as far as I can remember, 
many of them were above two thoufand 
years old. He added* that, both in China 
and Japan, they had loft the art of making 
porcelain in that perfection they did in. 
former times $ and the fault, in his opinion, 
lay in the preparation of the materials. 
Thefe curiofities were piled up on (helves 
to the very roof of the houfe, and in fuch 
prder and fymmetry as had a pretty effeCt. 

From the houfe we went into a little 
garden, inclofed with a high brick-wall. 
In the middle of it ftood a fmall bafon, full 
of water, furrounded with feveral old 
prooked trees and (hrubs j among which I 
faw that which produces the famous tea. 
The climate about Pekin being too cold 
for this fhrub, there are only a few bufhes 
of it to be found in the gardens of the cu¬ 
rious. I (hall not at prefent enlarge on 
this ufeful plant, which appeared like a 
currant-bulh, as an opportunity will occur 
of giving a fuller account of it before I 

leave 
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leave this place. There was a walk round 
the garden, which, together with that in 
the middle, was covered with fmall gravel. 
At each end of the middle walk was a 
piece of artificial rock-work, with water 
running under it, through holes fo natural 
they looked as if made by the current of 
the ftream. The rocks were about feven 
feet high, and fhaded with fome old bended 
trees. This garden, and many other things 
in China, difplay the tafte of the inhabi¬ 
tants for imitating nature. 

From the garden we were called to din¬ 
ner, where we found a plentiful and ele¬ 
gant entertainment, fet out in the fineft or¬ 
der, far exceeding any thing of that kind 
we had feen before. We had no mufic 
nor dancing j and the whole was conduct¬ 
ed with furprifing decency and regularity. 
The entertainment lafted about two hours, 
after which w c returned to our lodgings. 

This day, our gates were opened to 
people of all characters, and merchants and 
pthers allowed to go in and out at plea- 

fure. 
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fure. Though all communication was not 
prohibited before this time, it was, howe¬ 
ver, difficult, and not to be obtained with¬ 
out permiffion of the proper officer. 

The 8th, we dined at the fouth convent, 
where the Italian miffionaries generally re- 
fide. Here all the Jefuits in the place, to 
the number of ten or twelve, were aflem- 
bled. We met with a friendly reception, 
and a molt fplendid entertainment. 

This convent Hands within the city, up¬ 
on a piece of ground given to the fathers 
by the Emperor. He gave alfo ten thou- 
fand ounces of filver towards building and 
adorning the chapel, which is indeed very 
neat, and handfomely decorated with pic¬ 
tures of faints, and fcripture-pieces, by the 
bed hands. An account of this remarkable 
benefa&ion of the Emperor Kamhi is cut 
out, in the Chinefe language, in letters of 
gold, and fixed above the great gate, which 
makes the place more refpeded. When 
we arrived, one of the priefts was officiat¬ 
ing in the chapel, where, were aflerabled a- 

bout 
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bout one hundred Chinefe converts. At 
dinner we had a few bottles of wine, made 
in the convent; but I cannot fay it was 
good, though the grapes were fine, and of 
an agreeable tafte. 

After dinner, we were conducted to the 
Emperor’s (tables, where the elephants are 
kept. The keeper a(ked the ambafiador to 
walk into his apartments till they were 
equipped ; then We went into the court, 
and faw thefe huge animals richly capari- 
foned in gold and filver (tuffs. Each had 
a rider on his back, who held in their hands 
finall battle-axes, with a (harp pike at one 
end, to drive and guide them. We ftood 
about an hour admiring thofe fagacious a- 
nimals ; fome of them very large, who, 
palling before us at equal diftances, return¬ 
ed again behind the (tables, and fo on 
round and round, till there Teemed to be no 
end of the pfoceflion. The plot, however, 
was at lad difcovered by the features and 
drefs of the riders; and the chief keeper 
told us there was only fixty of them. The 

climate 
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climate about Pekin is too cold for them 
to breed ; and all thefe were brought from 
warmer countries. The Emperor keeps 
them only for (how, and makes no ufe of 
them, at leaft in thefe northern parts. 
Some of them were brought near to the 
place where we fat, and made obeifance to 
us, by kneeling and making a dreadful 
noife j others fucked up water from veflels, 
and fpouted it through their trunks among 
the mob, or wherever the rider dire&ed. 
The (agacity of thefe animals is mod fur- 
priling, and approaches fo near to reafon, 
that, in this refpe&, they furpafs all the 
brute creation. After this (how, we took 
leave of the Jefuits, who had accompanied 
us hither, and returned to our lodgings. 

Next day, all the gentlemen dined at the 
palace of the Emperor's ninth fon, in con- 
fequence of an invitation from his chief 
eunuch, who is a great friend to the RuHia 
houfe. As the invitation was not from 
the Prince, the*, ambaffador would not ac¬ 
cept of it. Our entertainment , was very 

Vol. II. E magnifi- 
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magnificent, and accompanied with mafic, 
dancing, and a kind of comedy, which lift¬ 
ed moft part of the day. The comedians 
were of both fexes ; if the women's parts 
were not performed by boys drefled like 
a&reffes. As the play was in the Chinefe 
language, I could underftand nothing of it, 
except from the gefture and a&ion of the 
performers. It feemed to be a parcel of 
detached difiimilar interludes, without any 
principal end, or unity of defign. I (hall, 
therefore, -Only mention one feene, which 
appeared to me the moft. extraordinary. 
There entered on the ftage feven warriors, 
all in armour, with different weapons in 
their hands, and terrible vizards on their 
faces. After they had taken a few turns 
about the ftage, and furveyed each other's 
armour, they at laft fell a quarrelling ; and, 
in the encounter, one of the heroes was 
fiain. Then an angel defeended from the 
clouds, in a flafti of lightning, with a 
monftrous fword in his hand, and foot* 
parted the combatants, by driving them all 

Pff 
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off the ffage ; which done, he afceoded in 
the lame manner he came down, in a cloud 
of fire and fmoke. This fcene Was fuc- 
ceeded by feveral comical farces, which to 
me feemed very diverting, though in a lan¬ 
guage 1 did not underftand. The laft cha- 
rader that appeared ou the ftage was a 
European gentleman, completely dreffed, 
having all his cloaths bedaubed with gold 
and filver lace. He pulled off his hat, and 
made a profound reverenoe to all that pal* 
led him. I (hall leave it to any one to i- 
magioe, what an aukward figure a Chinefe 
muff make in this ridiculous habit. This 
fcene was interrupted, and the performers 
difmifled, by the mailer of the feall, from 
a fufpicion that his guefts might take of¬ 
fence. The play being finilhed, we were 
entertained with jugglers, who exhibited a 
variety of legerdemain tricks with great 
dexterity. 

The banquet was prolonged the whole 
day, excepting the time fpent in thefe in¬ 
terludes. No fooner was one courfe car¬ 
ried 
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ried off, than another was inftantly placed 
upon the tables, and the whole concluded 
with deferts of fruits and fweet-meats. One 
would fcarce have imagined, that luxury 
had made fuch progrefs among the fober 
and induftrious Chinefe. It muft indeed 
be obferved, that there is almoft no drink* 
ing at their entertainments, as they ufe no 
liquor on thefe occafions but tea, and now 
and then a dram of hot arrack. The Chi- 

«r 

nefe handle the two ivory or wooden pins, 
which they ufe inftead of forks, with fuch 
dexterity, that they can even take up 
needles with them. In place of napkins 
they fometimes employ a few fquare pieces 
of paper. 


CHAP. 


Digitized by VjOOQlC 



*7*0. TO PE* IN. St 


CHAP. X. 


Continuation of Occurrences at Pe~ 
kin , See. 


T HE day following, the ambaflador 
had a fourth audience of the Empe¬ 
ror, at the palace in the city* This inter¬ 
view. was alfo private, and the ambafiador 
was attended only by his fecretary. The 
Emperor repeated the affurances of his 
friendfhip for his Czarifh Majefty, talked 
ftrongly on the vanity and uncertainty of 
all human affairs, adding, that he was now 
an old man, and, by the courfe of nature, 
could not live long, and defired to die in 

peace 
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peace with God and all mankind. At ta¬ 
king leave, each of them was prefented 
with a complete Chinefe fuit of cloaths, 
made of ftrong (ilk, interwoven with dra¬ 
gons claws, ^nd lined with fable. 

The 12th, we dined at the French or 
wfcftern convent, where we again found all 
the mifiionaries. The chapel, and other 
edifices, are handfome, but not fo grand as 
the Italian convent. Father Paranim is 
prefident of this convent ; he is a man of 
parts and addrefs, and in great favour with 
the Emperor. I was informed this enter¬ 
tainment was given at the expence of the 
court, and had fome reafon to believe it 
was fo, as it far exceeded what might rea- 
fonably be expected from the Jefuits. The 
Emperor’s band of raufic played all the 
time ftf dinner; after which we had jugf 
glers and tumblers of great activity. A- 
mong the many feats and tricks performed 
by thefe people, I fhall only mention two 
or three, which feemjed mod uncommon. 
Tl\e roof of t]be room where we fat was 

fupported 
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Supported by wooden pillars. The juggler 
took a gemlet, with whaoh he bored one of 
die pillars, and aiked, whether we chofis 
zed or. white wine 1 The question being 
anfwered, he pulled out the gemlet, and 
put a quill in the hole, through which 
run, as front a c*Sk, the wine demanded, 
After die fame manner, he cxtra&ed feve- 
tal forts of liquors, all which 1 had the cu- 
rkriity to tafte, and found them good of 
their kinds. 

Another of thefe expert youths took 
three long Sharp-pointed knives, and, 
throwing them up by turns, kept one al¬ 
ways in each hand, and the third in the 
air. This he continued to perform for a 
confiderable time, catching constantly the 
falling knife by the handle, without ever 
allowing it to touch the floor. The knives 
were exceeding Sharp, fo that, bad he mif¬ 
fed laying hold of the handles, he mult in¬ 
fallibly have toSt fome of his Singers. 

The fame perfon took a wooden ball. 
Somewhat lefs than thofe commonly ufed 

in 
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in bowling-greens, with a hole through the 
middle of it, and a rod two feet long, about 
the fize of a walking ftaff, pointed at the 
extremity, to fit the hole in the ball. He 
then tolled the ball above a yard high, aod 
caught it again upon the point of the rod, 
not in the hole of the ball, but wherever it 
happened to meet the point; and, in this 
manner, he continued to throw up and 
catch the ball for a confiderable time. He 
now placed the ball upon the point of the 
rod, taking no notice of the hole, and 
twirled it round like a top fo quickly, that 
the motion could not be obferved. This 
feemed extremely dextrous, for all the 
while he played with the ball in appear¬ 
ance ; and, when the motion began to 
Eacken, gave it a frelh twirl with his hand, 
as if the rod and ball had been fattened to 
each other. 

This perfon alfo placed a large earthen 
dilh, above eighteen inches diameter, upon 
the point of the fame rod, and twirled it 
round in the fame manner as he did the 
i ball* 
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ball. During this fwift motion, he djd not 
always keep the point in the centre of the 
veflel; on the contrary, he often held it 
•within three inches of the brim. I fhall 
only mention one inftance more. 

There were placed ere< 3 :, upon the pave¬ 
ment of the room, two bambos, which are 
a kind of cane. The length of them was 
about twenty-five feet; at the lower end I 
reckon them to be near five inches diame¬ 
ter, and at the top about the breadth of a 
crown piece. They were ftraight, light, 
and fmooth, and each fupported by two 
men. Two boys then climbed up the 
poles, without the lead afliftance ; and, 
having reached the top, ftood upright, 
fometimes on one foot, and fometimes on 
the other, and then upon their heads. This 
being done, they laid one hand on the top 
of the pole, and ftretched out their bodies 
almoft at right angles to it. In.this pofture 
they continued for a eonfiderable time, and 
even fhifted hands. I obferved that much 
depended on the men who held the poles; 
Vol. II. F one 


Digitized by VjOOQlC 



17 2 ®t 


44 A JOURNEY 

one of the two at each pole having it fixed 
to his girdle, and they kept a Heady eye 
on the motions of the boys. There were 
about twenty or thirty of thefe peformers, 
who all belong to the Emperor, and never 
difplay their art without his permiflion. I 
am fully perfuaded that, in tricks and feats 
of dexterity, few nations can equal, and 
none excel the Chinefe. 

After thefe diverfions, we were conduct¬ 
ed to the Emperor’s glafs-houfe, which his 
Imperial Majefty often vifits with pleafure. 
It was ereCied by himfelf, and is the firft 
manufactory of the kind that ever was in 
China. The perfon employed to fuperin- 
tend and carry qn this defign was Kilian 
Stumpff, a German father, lately deceafed; 
a man in great favour with the Emperor, 
and well known in China for his ingenuity 
and literature. His Majefty is fo fond of 
this glafs-work, that he fent feveral of the 

moft curious of its productions in a prefent 
% 

(0 hts Czarifh Majefty. It is furprifing 
that the Chinefe, who have been conftant? 
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ly employed for fo many ages in the ma¬ 
nufacture of China-ware* fhould never 
have (tumbled upon that of glafs. This 
(hows evidently, that the degree of heat 
neceffary in their ovens muft not be very 
great, or their material free from fand ; 
for it is certain they had no knowledge of 
glafs of any kind till this houfe was erect¬ 
ed. I was informed, that, not long ago, 
fome Europeans brought to Canton a par¬ 
cel of prifms, or triangular glades, which 
the Chinefe took for natural productions 
of rock-cryftal, and bought them at the 
rate of one hundred ounces of filver a- 
piece: But, from the great quantity im¬ 
ported, they foon difeovered their mif- 
take. 

On the evening of the 14th, .an officer 
came from court, defiring the ambafiador 
to wait on the Emperor at his palace of 
Tzangfuang, and bring his muficians a- 
long with him. Thefe confifted of per¬ 
formers on violins, trumpets, and kettle¬ 
drums. 

Next 
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Next day, we arrived at the palace about 
ten of the clock, and had immediate admit¬ 
tance to the Emperor’s private apartments, 
few being prefent but the officers of the 
houfehold and Father Paranim. After a 
fhort conference, the mufic was ordered to 
play. There were in the roorr\ ten or 
twelve of the Emperor’s grandfons, who 
feemeu much entertained with the inftru- 
ments. I afked an elderly gentleman who 
flood by me, how he liked the mufic ? he 
faid it was very good, but their own was 
better. No ladies were to be feen, though, 
I believe» feveral of them were behind a 
fereen, at the other end of the room. 

The mufic being over, the Emperor or¬ 
dered one of the princes to condud the 
ambaflador into the gardens belonging to 
the palace j into which we entered, along 
a draw-bridge, over a canal of pure water. 
They abounded with (haded walks, arbours, 
and fiffi ponds, in the Chinefe tafte. The 
young princes entertained themfelves by 
(hooting with bows and arrows. Some of 

them 
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them difplayed great dexterity, being ac- 
cuftomed from their infancy to this exer- 
cife, which is accounted both genteel and 
healthy ; as the drawing of the bow ex¬ 
tends and ftrengthens the mufcles both of 
the bread: and arms. One of the princes 
fhewed us a bow and arrows ufed by the 
Emperor when young, by which it appear¬ 
ed that he had been a perfon of extraordi¬ 
nary bodily ftrength. After we had fur- 
veyed the gardens ' in every quarter, we 
took leave of the princes, and returned to 
the city. 

This day, arrived in Pekin Signior Mez- 
zobarba, ambaflador from his Holinefs the 
Pope to the Emperor. This gentleman was 
a cardinal, and patriarch of Alexandria. 
His retinue was compofed of ecclefiaftics 
of different orders, and a few fervants, who 
were all lodged in the Italian convent. 
They came from Europe to Macao in a 
Portuguefe £hip, from thence to Canton, and 
then by land to this place. 

The 
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The defign of this embafly was to in¬ 
quire into the difputes and mifunderftand- 
ing that had lately arifen in this country 
betwixt the Jefuits and Dominicans, rela¬ 
ting to certain rites annually performed by 
the Chinefe Chriftians, at the tombs of 
their deceafed parents, or other relations. 
This cuftom feems to be the fame with that 
of the parentalia anciently in ufe among 
the Greeks and Romans. It is univerfal in 
China, from the Emperor to the meaneft 
peafant. It feems the Jefuits permitted 
their converts to vifit the tombs of their 
relations ; alledging, that, without fuch in¬ 
dulgence, no perfon would embrace Chrif- 
tianity, and that time would wean them 
from fuch fuperftitious ceremonies. The 
Dominicans, on the other hand, affirmed 
that it was next to idolatry, and declared it 
unlawful to allow any fuch cuftom, llri&ly 
prohibiting all conformity in their converts. 
Thefe differences, in all probability, will 
not foon be determined. The Emperor 
himfelf tried to make the parties compro- 

mife 
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raife matters; but, finding [his endeavours 
ineffectual, he left them to agree or difpute 
according to their pleafure. He inclined, 
indeed, to favour the opinion of the Jefu- 
its, which he thought mod reafonable. At 
any rate, it mud be acknowledged an in* 
dance of uncommon condefcenfion, for an 
heathen Emperor to intered himfelf fo 
much in the peace of a Chridian church. 

The 16th, Mr De Lange and I paid a 
vifit to the Fathers Fridelly and Keaggler, 
at the Oriental or German convent. This 
place is large enough ; but neither the 
chapel nor buildings are near fo magnifi¬ 
cent a6 thofe of the two other convents. It 
is called oriental, becaufe fituated in the 
eadern didrift of the city. Both thefe fa¬ 
thers, and feveral other ecclefiadics of in¬ 
ferior rank in this convent, are Germans. 
One of the fathers was a clock-maker j 
and, by fuch means, they frequently infi- 
nuate themfelves into acquaintance with 
people of didinftion, who proteft them' 
in times of danger. For, in China, they' 

have 
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have ftill a great number of enemies, who 
would gladly fee both them and their reli¬ 
gion extirpated ; but the favour of the pre- 
fent Emperor hath hitherto prevented or 
difappointed the deiign of fuch perfons. 

The 17th, I fent to inform the Captain 
of the Chinefe guard, that I intended to 
take a turn through the city, who immedi¬ 
ately gave orders for a foldier to attend me. 
When we pafled through the gate, the 
clerk marked our names in his book, and 
dafhed them out at our return. I went in¬ 
to feveral (hops, where were fold different 
kinds of merchandife; particularly thofe 
of the goldfmiths, whofe bufinefs it is to 
exchange gold for filver, or filver for gold. 
In thefe (hops are found vaft quantities of 
thofe valuable metals, caft into bars of dif¬ 
ferent fizes, and piled up one upon ano¬ 
ther ; which are fold only by weight, as 
there is no current coin in this country ; 
except one fmall round piece of brafs, with 
a fquare hole in the middle, through which 
may be run a firing, for the convenience 

of 
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of carrying them to market. This coin, 
called jofs by the Chinefe, is about the va¬ 
lue of one tenth of a penny Sterling, and 
is extremely ufeful among the. common 
people. With one of them a man can buy 
a dtfh of hot tea, a pipe of tobacco, or a 
dram of brandy, in the ftreets ; and a beg* 
gar may dine for three of them. There 
are, indeed, few beggars to be feen in the 
city ; but, notwithftanding the labour and 
induilry of the inhabitants, they are fo nu* 
onerous, that it is hardly poffible to pre- 
vent many from being reduced to the ut» 
moft neceflky. There are cooks (hops, 
where dogs and cats, and fuch other crea¬ 
tures, are drafted for the entertainment of 
thefe people. Thefe coins have Kamhi, 
the name of the Emperor, on one fide, and 
die words Turn Pao, or the univerfal price, 
on the other. 

When the Chinefe have occafion to buy 
any thing above the value of lixpence, 
they cut off a piece of diver, and weigh it, 
whick is done in a trice. 

Vol. II. G Al- 
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Although the-want of current coinfeems 
ill calculated for the defpatch of bufinefs, 
the Chinefe find no inconvenience on that 
account. It is in fo far preferable to mo¬ 
ney, that it lofes little by wearing in the 
circulation, which coin does perhaps mort 
than is generally imagined. 

In moft of the (hops I found both mea 
and women unveiled. They were ex¬ 
tremely complaifant, and gave me a difh of 
tea in every fhop. Thefe people expofe 
their gold and filver, and other goods of 
value, with as much freedom and fecurity, 
as the merchants do in London or Amfter- 
dam. 

The 19th, Lange and I went to the 
French convent, but not one of the-ecclefi- 
aftics were at home, having all gone to at¬ 
tend Signor Mezzobarba at an audience of 
the Emperor, except an old gentleman, 
Monfieur Bouvett, who had formerly writ¬ 
ten a fmall treatife, entitled, “ Le Portrait 
“ de l’Empereur de la Chine,” which he 
had printed in Europe. 

The 
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The 20th, cold and windy. 

The 21ft* fro ft and fnow, which {often* 
ad the air, and laid the duft* 

Next day, the ambafiador, with Secreta¬ 
ry Lange, went to the council appointed 
for weftern affairs, and had a conference 
on the fubje& of his embaffy. 

The winter here lafts only about two 
months, but is very (harp and piercing 
while the -wind is northerly. If the wind, 
indeed, is foutherly, the air is mild and 
pleafant, and the Iky clear. 1 mentioned 
above, that the Chinefe have a method of 
keeping themfelves warm during the cold, 
which I lhall now defcribe as diftiq&ly as 
I can. 

In building a houfe, they make two 
ft pve-holes, one in each fide-wall, about 
three feet from the gable-end. The holes 
are a foot fquare j one ferves for receiving 
the fewel, and the other to let out the 
fmoke, when the ftove is finifhed. There 
is a partition of brick, which runs from 
one fide of the houfe to the other, about 

,ftve 
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five or fix feet from the gable, and only 
eighteen inches high, which I (hall call the 
front of the ftove-bench. Between thia 
and the gable are built feveral other thin 
partitions of brick, in a direction at right 
angles to the firft, having a fmall o» 
pening at the extremity of each. For ex¬ 
ample, fuppofe the paflTage in the firft par* 
tition to the right hand, and in the fecood 
to the left, and fo on, alternately, to the 
laft, which communicates with the bole, 
on the other fide of the room, for letting 
out the fmoke. Thefe divifione being 
made, the whole is arched, orotherwife co¬ 
vered with brick; above which is laid a 
layer of clay, or plaifter, to prevent the 
ftnokc from rifing through the furface. It 
is plain that below this bench there will be 
a winding channel for the fmoke, from 
one fide of the room to the other. A few 
handfuls of brufli-wood, firaw, or any 
kind of fewel, will warm the bench, as 
much as is neceflary, to work or fleep 
without feeling cold. It is generally co¬ 
vered 
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wrd with mat a, felts, dr other thick (tufts, 
accoiding to the ability of the owner. 

The and. Father Keaggkr came to vifit 
m. This gentleman had been long ia 
China, and was well acquainted with the 
language, cuftoms, and manners of the 
country. In talking of the extent of Pe* 
kin, he faid that Nankin is at leaft three 
times as Urge. At this rate. Nankin mu& 
be one of the larged cities in the world. 
He added, that it was fomewhat diminiihed 
fince the court had left that place to refide 
at Pekin. Nankin U a place of the raoft 
attentive commerce, and contains the great* 
eft manufactories, of all fons of filk and 
cotton (tuffs, of any city in the country, 
betides thofe of China-ware. It is watered 
by a fine navigable river, on which are em¬ 
ployed an incredible number of boats, in 
carrying merchandife and paflengers. 

The 33d, cold northerly wind, and 
ftrong froft. 

The 34th, Chriftmaa-eve ; the ambaffa- 
dor heard divine (eivicein the Rufs church. 

The 


r 


Digitized by VjOOQlC 



J4 A JOURNEY 173s; 

The 25 tfa, the ambaflador, and die whole 
retinue went to church. 

The Emperor Tent Father Fridelly, ac¬ 
companied by feveral mandarins, with, a, 
prefent to his Czarilh Majefty, of fix large 
boxes of tiles, made of China-ware, fit for, 
fuch ftoves as are ufed in Ruffia for warm¬ 
ing rooms. They were very pretty, blue 
and white, and, with due care, may laft for 
ages. 

January ift, 1721, the Emperor's gene¬ 
ral of the artillery, together with Father 
Fridelly, and a gentleman called Stadlin, 
an old German, and awatchmaker, dined 
at the ambaflador’s. He was by birth a 
Tartar; and, by his converfation, it appear¬ 
ed he was by no means ignorant in his 
profelfion, particularly with refpeQ to the 
various compofitions of gun-powder ufed 
in artificial fire-works. 1 aiked him, how 
long the Chinefe had known the ufe of 
gun-powder ? He replied, above two 
thoufand years, in fire-works, according to 

their 
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their records, but that its application to the 
purpofes of war was only a late introduc¬ 
tion. As the veracity and candour of this 
gentleman were well known, there was no 
room to queftion the truth of what he ad¬ 
vanced on this fubjeft. 

The converfation then turned on print¬ 
ing. He laid he could not then afcertain 
precilely the antiquity of this invention 5 
but was abfolutely certain it was much an- 
cienter than that of gun-powder. It is to 
be obferved, that the Chinefe print with 
damps, in the manner that cards are made 
in Europe. Indeed, the connexion between 
damping and printing is fo clofe and ob¬ 
vious, that it is furprifing the ingenious 
Greeks and Romans, fo famous for their 
medals, never difcovered the art of print¬ 
ing. 

On this occafion, Father Fridelly told 
me, that feveral of the miffionaries, who 
had the good fortune to be in favour with 
the Emperor, had often folicited that Prince 
to become Chriftian, and allow himfelf to 

be 
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be baptifed ; but he always excufed him* 
felf, by faying, he worChipped the fame 
God with the Chriftians ; and that fuch a 
Change of religion might occafion fome 
difturbance in the empire, which by ah 
means he would endeavour to prevent 
However this be, it is certain that, on 
Chriftmas day, he fent one of his chief eu¬ 
nuchs to the Italian convent, with orders 
that prayers thould be offered for him j 
which was accordingly done, and the eu* 
fiuch remained in church aU the time of 
divine far vice. 

Next day, the 'ambaffador had another 
private audience of the Emperor, at the 
palace of Tian-flru-yang. The weather 
being very cold, the hall was warmed with 
feveral large chaffing dilhes, filled with 
charcoal. We (laid above two hours ; da¬ 
ring which time his Majefty talked very 
familiarly, on various fubjefts, particularly 
hiftory j wherein he difeovered himfelf 
well acquainted with that of the Holy 
Scriptures, as well as of his own country. 

He 


I 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



TO PEKIN. sf 

He faid, that the chronology of the Chi* 
nefe was far more ancient than that of the 
Holy Scriptures ; but obferved, that it end* 
ed back in fabulous accounts, concerning 
which nothing certain could jbe determi¬ 
ned. 

As to Noah's flood, he aflirmed, that, at 
or near the feme time, there was a great 
deluge in China, which deflroyed all the 
inhabitants of the plains, but that fuch as 
escaped to the mountains were feved. 

He then difcourfed of the invention of 
the loadftone, which he. faid was known 
in China above two thoufand years ago; 
for, it appeared from their records, that a 
certain ambaflador, from fome diftant 
ifland to the court of China, mifling hia 
courfe, in a ftorm, was call on the Chinefe. 
coaft, in the utmoft diftrefs. The then 
Emperor, whofe name I have forgot, after 
entertaining him hofpitably, fent him back 
to his own country j and, to prevent the 
like misfortunes in his voyage homeward* 
gave him a compafs to diredt his courfe. 
Vol. II. H The 
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The Emperor alfo confirmed moft of the 
particulars mentioned above, concerning 
printing and gun-powder. It U from the 
Holy Scriptures, moft part of which hate 
been tranfl'ated by the miftionafies, that the 
learned men in China have acquired atay 
knowledge of the wefterti ancient hiftory. 
And their own recorJe, they fay, contain 
accounts of tranfa&ions of much greater 
antiquity. 

At taking leave, the Emperor told the 
ambafiador that he liked his convocation. 
He defired to be excufed for fending for 
him in fuch cold weather, and fmiHng, 
feid, he knew the Ruffians were not afraid 
of cold. 

I cannot omit taking notice of the good 
nature and affability of ths ancient mo*' 
narch on all occaftons. Though he was 
now in the eightieth year of his age, and 
fixtieth of hrs reign, he ftill retained • 
found judgment, and fonfes entire j and to 
me feemed more fprightly than many of 
the princes his feus. 

The 
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The third, Mr Secretary Lange and I 
dined at the French convent, where we 
found Signor Mezzobarba. I never had 
an opportunity of feeing that gentleman at 
our lodgings, as nothing palled between 
him and our ambaflador but raeflages of 
common civility and compliment. 

The 4th, I rode from our lodgings, 
through the city, and went out at the north 
gate, at which we entered on our arrival 
at Pekin. 1 proceeded eaftward to the end 
of the north wall, and then along the eaft 
wall to the fouth gate, at which l entered, 
and returned to our lodgings. This tour 
took me up about two hours and a half, at 
a pretty round trot; and, at the fame rate, 

I reckon 1 could have rode quite round the 
city in lefs than five hours ; whence a 
judgment may be formed of the circumfe¬ 
rence of the walls. The fuburbs alfo are 
very extenfive, efpecially to the eaft and 
fouth, and, being interfperfed with many . 
burying places, all inclofed with brick- 
walls, and planted with cyprefs, and other 

ever- 
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ever-greens, contribute much to beautify 
the neighbourhood of this great city. The 
Chinefe are extremely attentive to the fen* 
cing and ornamenting thefe groves or bu¬ 
rying places ; a natural confequence of 
their uncommon refped for their parents 
and relations while living, and of their ex¬ 
traordinary veneration for them when 
dead. Annually, on certain days, they re* 
fort to thefe groves, carrying provifions a- 
long with them, and celebrate a kind of 
feaft, in commemoration of their deceafed 

9 

relations. 

I (hall give an example of the filial duty 
of the Chinefe, in a ftory I have often 
heard affirmed for true. A youth, finding 
his parents reduced to extreme poverty, 
and knowing of no means for their relief, 
went and fold himfelf as a Have, and, ha¬ 
ving received the price from his mafter, 
immediately brought it to his aged parents. 
When this was fpent, the boy had no 0* 
ther refource than to run away from his 
mafter, and fell himfelf again to another; 

and 
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and this he pra&ifed for feveral times,with 
the fame view, although he knew the fe- 
verity of the law in fuch cafes. 

The 6th, while walking through the 
ftreet, I obferved an old beggar picking 
vermin from his tattered cloaths, and put¬ 
ting them into his mouth ; a pra&ice 
which, it feems, is very common among 
this clafs of people. When a Chinefe and 
Tartar are angry at one another, the Tar¬ 
tar, in reproach, calls the Chinefe loufe- 
eater ; and the latter, in return, calls the 
other fifh-fkin coat; becaufe the Mantzur 
Tartars, who live near the river Amoor, 
fubfift by fiftiing, and, in fummer, wear 
coats made of the fkins of fifties. But this 
habit is ufed only in fummer, for in winter 
they wear furs. 

The 7th, the Emperor fent us a prefifnt 
of various forts of fine fruits, particularly 
fome excellent oranges. On this occafion. 
Father Fridelly told me, that the tree was 
ftill Handing at Canton, from which the 
feed was taken that the mifiionaries firft 

fent 
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font to Portugal, where it has profpered fo 
wonderfully; and, from the place whence 
it was brought, bears the name of the Chi* 
na*orange, 1 doubt not, that, with due 
care, fome others of the rare fruits and 
plants in this country, even tea itfelf, might 
be propagated in Europe, or in fome of 
the American colonies. 

I cannot tell whether the coffee-tree ii 
to be found in China; but I am certain 
that none of its feeds are prepared and 
drunk there, as among the Perfians, Turks, 
and Europeans. 

The 8th, the weather was muph milder, 
the wind foutherly, with a fmall mizzling 
rain, enough to lay the difagreeable dull. 

Next day. Secretary Lange and 1 rods 
through the llreets, to the eaftern convent, 
to vifit our friend Frideliy. As we paffed, 
we obferved a juggler diverting a crowd. 
On our coming near, he played feveral 
tricks with great dexterity. He took aa 
handful of fmall pence, formerly mention* 
ed, with holes in the middle of them, and 

laid 
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laid them ©ft a table. He then thruft them 
into his aoftril, one by one, With his fin* 
ger j and this he continued to perform, till 
the Whole teas exhauftcd. After this, hi 
fufpended an iron chain, of round links, a* 
bout four feet long. He then took a 
mottle out of a box, and made it dance 
upon the table, quite loofie. Then the 
moufe, at his order, went in at one link of 
the chain, and out at another, till it afcend* 
cd to the top ; from whence it came down 
again, the contrary way, without miffing 
to much as one tingle ring. 

The i athy'the Emperor came from Tzan* 
Aku-*yang, to his palace in the city. 

The 13th, the matter of the ceremonies 
came to invite the ambaffador to couFt on 
the 15th, thcfirft day of the new moon, and, 
according to the Chinefe computation, the 
firft day of the new year. This is one of 
their higheft fefttvals ; and, what added to 
die folemnity of the prefent, was its being 
the beginning of a hew feculum or fpace 
ef fixty years, obferved by the Chinefe j 

befides. 
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befides, the Emperor had reigned all the 
laft feculum, and was now going to eater 
on the fccond. On this occafion were to 
be afifeipbled feveral Tartar princes, parti¬ 
cularly the Kutuchtu, and the Tnih-du- 
Chan,. together with many perfons of dif- 
tin&ion from Korea, and all the dominions 
of China. This feaft begins on the firft 
day, and continues during the increafe of 
the moon. 

The 15th, we went early to court, and 
found moft of the grandees aflembled in 
the court-yard,, fitting on their cufhions, 
and a few of them in the great hall. We 
entered the court at the great gates, which 
are feldom opened, except on fucfi extra¬ 
ordinary occafions. The Emperor foon 
came, and feated himfelf upon his throne, 
which was more magnificent than that at 
Tzan-fliu-yang, but like it plain and unor¬ 
namented. His Majefty was drefied in the 
lame manner as at our firft audience. We 
were placed within the hall on the right of 
the throne, and Signior Mezzobarba, with 

the 
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the miffionaries, at no great diftance from 
us. In the mean time, all the people of 
diftindion who came from diftant places, 
made their nine bows to the ground with¬ 
out the hall : And, as there was not room 
in the hall to contain one half of the com¬ 
pany, many of them remained in the court 
during the whole time of the audience. 
Our entertainment was almoft the fame as 
at our firft audience j which, therefore, I 
(hall not deferibe. 

The Emperor was very chearful, and 
fent for feveral of his old acquaintance to 
{peak with him. The Tuth-du-Chan, 
and Ibme other Tartar princes were placed 
on the left of the throne, with the Empe¬ 
ror’s fons and grandfons. In a word, this 
affembly exceeded, in number and quality, 
any thing of the kind I ever faw. I was 
in hopes to have feen the Kutuchtuon this 
occafion ; but was informed that the Em¬ 
peror, who (hows great refpe& to this ve¬ 
nerable prieft, detained him in his private 
apartments. 

Vol. II. I This 
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This palace occupies a large ipace of 
ground, encompafled with an high brick- 
wall. There are feveral ftreets for fervants 
and officers of the houfhold. Many of the 
houfes are high, and covered with yellow 
varnifhed tiles, which appear like gold in 
the fun. Northward from the palace is a 
large canal, of an irregular figure, where 
the imperial family divert themfelves by 
fifhing. This canal is artificial; and the 
earth dug out of it has raifed an high bank, 
from whence you have a full view of the 
city, and the country adjacent, to a confi- 
derable diftance. This mount rifes to a 
ridge, which is planted with trees, refem- 
bling the wild and irregular fcenes of na¬ 
ture that frequently prefent themfelves in 
this country. The canal and mount are of 
an equal length, which I compute to be a- 
bout an Englifh mile. This muft have 
been a work of vaft expence and labour $ 
and, it muft be confefled, contributes great¬ 
ly to the beauty of the place. 

The 
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The 16th was fpent in receiving vifits 
of compliment from the minifters and offi¬ 
cers of the court, on occafion of the new 
year. 

Next day, the vifits were returned by 
Mr Secretary Lange and Glazunoff, in 
name of the ambaffador. 

The 18th, fome of the retinue, accom¬ 
panied with a Chinefe friend, went to a 
great market, held in the fuburbs, about a 
mile without the city to the fouth-weft. 
Here we found a number of toys, and 
things of value, both new and fecond-hand* 
cxpofed to fale in the open ftreet. 

Near this place flood a magnificent 
temple, the doors of which being open, we 
walked into it, and faw, Handing at the 
fouth end, a monftrous image, about twen¬ 
ty-five feet high, carved and gilt, having 
twelve arms and hands, a frightful vifage, 
and great goggling eyes. By the touch it 
feemed to be made of a kind of plaifter. 
This image is called Po, which fignifies 
God in the Chinefe language. Whilft we 

walked 
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walked about in the temple, many people 
entered, who kneeled and bowed feveral 
times to the image ; after which they re¬ 
tired, without taking notice of us, or of 
any body elfe. In all the lefler temples I 
had formerly feen, 1 found a great number 
of images of inferior deities or reputed 
faints ; but this was occupied by Fo only, 
without any rival. 

From the temple we went to a public 
tea-houfe, where we faw many people 
drinking tea and fmoking tobacco, from 
thence to a tavern, where we dined j and, 
in the evening, returned to the city. 

Next day, I was prefent at the reprefen- 
tation of a kind of farce, in the public 
ftreet, not far from our lodgings. There 
were about twenty ftrollers aflembled on 
this occafion, who entertained the crowd 
with.many legerdemain tricks, and unna¬ 
tural geftures. The ftage was covered 
w ith filk-fluff of various colours. 

During the feftival there are many fuch 
ftage-plays performed in all the public 

ilreets. 
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ftreets. You alfo find often high erodes 
ere&ed, on which are hoifted a number of 
pendants, and dreamers of party-coloured 
filks, that make a pretty appearance. Ac 
this feafon all the lhops are fhut; almoft 
no bufinefs is done ; and the people go a- 
bout, drefled in their bed cloaths, as on 
holidays in Europe. 

The 2oih, the ambafiador, and all the 
gentlemen of the retinue, were invited to 
dine, at a public-houfe in the city, by a 
young Chinefe gentleman : And all of us 
accepted the invitation, except the ambaf- 
fador. Our friend was fo polite as to fend 
chairs for his guefts about ten of the clock; 
and, at eleven, we reached the houfe, 
which was the larged of that fort 1 ever 
faw, and could eafily contain fix or eight 
hundred people. The roof was fupported 
by two rows of wooden pillars. This ta¬ 
vern confided only of one apartment, great 
part of which was filled with long tables, 
having benches on each fide for the accom¬ 
modation of the company* During the 

time 
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time of dinner we were entertained with 
mufic, and after it, by a company of play¬ 
ers maintained by the houfe, who daily a& 
plays on a ftage ere&ed at one fide of the 
room. None but people of falhion come 
to this place. 

When a perfon intends to treat his friends 
at one of thefe houfes, be fends previous 
notice of his defign, with a note of the 
company, and the fum to be laid out on 
each of them : Agreeably to thefe orders, 
things are executed with the greateft punc¬ 
tuality. The expence on each of our com¬ 
pany could not be lefs than three or four 
ounces of diver, as we ftaid the whole day, 
and had a fplendid entertainment, confid¬ 
ing of many courfes and deferts, prepared 
and ferved in the bed falhion of the coun¬ 
try. I cannot but obferve on this occafion 
alfo, the order and dexterity with which 
the fervants performed their parts in fuch 
a numerous aifembly. 1 (hall not pretend 
to give any account of the play, only that 
the company feemed highly pleafed; and 

the 
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the performers confided of both men and 
women, well drefled, and of decent beha¬ 
viour. 

A't feveral tables the people were em¬ 
ployed in gaming ; fome playing at cards, 
others at dice and draughts. I faw no 
money among them, though I was informs 
ed fome of the Cbinefe play very high. In 
the evening, we took leave of our hofpi- 
table friend, and returned to our lodgings 

The day following, Father Paranim fent 
us a prefent of a large durgeon, and fome 
Other freflt fiflt, brought from the river 
Amoor. Thefe can only be carried to 
fuch a didance in the colded feafon, when 
they are preferved freflt, by being kept 
frozen among the fnow. This method is 
pra&ifed with fuccefs in northern coun* 
tries; for, provided the filh is immediate¬ 
ly expofed to the frod after being caught, 
it may be carried in fnow for many miles, 
almod as freflt as when taken out of the 
Water. 

Thf 
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The 22d, I went along with our new 
Chinefe friend, named Siafiey, to fee a 
manufactory of China-ware, Handing on 
the bank of the river Yu, about twelve 
Englifli miles eaftward of the city. After 
arriving at the place, we palled through 
feveral (hades and houfes, where I faw a 
number of people at work. The ovens, 
in particular, feemed very curious. But 
my view was To curfory and fuperficial, 
that 1 could form no judgement of the ma¬ 
terials, or manner of making thefe cleanly 
and beautiful veflTds, which Hill remain 
unrivalled by the fimilar productions of 
any other nation. 1 inquired into the 
truth of the opinion which the Europeans 
entertain, M that the clay mull lie a cen- 
“ tury to digeft before it is fit for ufe ;** 
and was told by a mailer workman, that a 
few months preparation was fufficient. So 
far as I could obferve, they made no fecret 
at this place of what they were employed 
about. I was, however, told, that, to the 
fouth, the Chinefe are more cautious, and 

carefully 
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carefully conceal their art from ftrangers. 
One thing 1 firmly believe, that, although 
the Europeans underftood the an of ma¬ 
king potcelain, the Chinefe would under¬ 
sell them at every market in the world. 
This valuable manufacture is carried on ih 
tnoft of the towns in China ; and as it is 
lold but a little above the rate of common 
earthen* ware in Europe, the materials of 
which it i? compofed can neither be rare 
nor coltly. This important branch of 
trade brings an immenfe treafure into the 
country, and affords employment to vaft 
numbers of poor, who otherwife would be 
ufelefs and burdenfome to the public. Be¬ 
tides china, they alfo make a kind of delf, 
or earthen-ware, for the ufe of the lower 
clafs of people. 

Next day, I happened to meet two gen¬ 
tlemen from the peninfula of Korea. Their 
phyfiognomies were nearly the fame with 
thofe of the Chinefe, but their drefs diffe¬ 
rent. What furprifed me mod was, that 
they were as ignorant of the fpoken Chi- 
Vol. II. K nefe 
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nefe language as I was, and delivered them- 
ielves by an interpreter. When they have 
any thing material to communicate they 
put it in writing, which is eafily under* 
flood by the Chinefe. They write in the 
fame manner as the Chinefe, from the top 
of the page, in ftraight lines to the bottomi 
and with a pencil, like thpfe commonly 
ufed by painters. 

Korea is a fine country fubje£t to China, 
fituated betwixt the long wall and the river 
Amoor, and runs out into a point, towards 
the ifland of Japan and the Eaftern ocean. 
The country is very plentiful, and abounds 
with corn and cattle. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XI. 


Occurrences at Pekin continued ; the 
Fejlival held at Court on the New 
Year, &c. 


T HE 24th, the matter of the ceremo¬ 
nies came to invite the ambaflador 
to the feftival of the new year, which is 
always when the moon is at the full, to be 
held at the imperial palace of Tzang-fhu- 
yang on the 29th* 

In the mean time, the cold continued 
very piercing, fo that I faw horfes, with 
loaded carriages, crofs the ditches, without 
the walls of the city, upon the ice. 

The 
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The 29th, chairs were fent from court 
to carry the ambaffador, and gentlemen of 
*jthe retinue ; we arrived there in the eve¬ 
ning, and lodged in a houfe near the pa¬ 
lace. Near our lodgings was a pretty gar¬ 
den with a canal, on which was a fmalt 
pleafure-boat. In the middle of the canal 
was raifed an artificial mount, planted with 
fome barren trees, in imitation of nature. 
We afcended by a winding path to the top 
of the mount, from whence we had a fine 
view of all the country* around. 

The 30th, being the firft day of the fefr 
tival, we went to court. We were met at 
the gate by the mailer of the ceremonies, 
who conduced us to the bottom of the 
flairs of the great hall, where we took our 
places in the open court-yard, among a 
numerous aflembly of grandees, whom we 
found fitting crofs-legged on their cufhiona, 
After waiting about a quarter of an hour, 
his Majelty appeared, and feated himfelf 
upon the throne ; upon which all the com¬ 
pany Hood. 'The Chinefe made their 
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bows, as is ufual on fuch occasions, but we 
were permitted to make our compliments 
in our own faihion. It feemed fomewhat 
flrange to a Briton, to fee fome thouiands 
of people upon their knees, and bowing 
their heads to the ground, in mod humble 
pofture, to a mortal like tbemfelves. , 

We were immediately brought, into the 
hall, and the ambafiador was conducted to 
the throne, iu order to congratulate his 
Imperial Majefty on the anniverfary of the 
new year. Our dation, on this occafion, 
as at the fird audience, was to the right of 
the throne. All the princes, the Empe- 
tor’s ions and grandlons, together with the 
Tuih du-chan, and fome other perfons of 
high didtndion, were placed to the left, 
oppofite to us. As the cuftoms of the Chi- 
nefe are, i n many indances, quite contrary to 
thofe of the Europeans, fo, 1 have been in¬ 
formed, that, among them, the left hand is 
the place of greated honour. After we had 
drunk a diih of tea, the Emperor beckoned 
to the ambadador to come to him again, 

and 
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and inquired into the cuftoms and ceremo¬ 
nies at the courts of Europe on feftivals of 
this nature; adding, at the fame time, “ he 
* l had been informed, that, after drinking 
** the king’s health on fuch occafions, the 
** Europeans broke the glades. He ap- 
“ proved, he faid, of the drinking part; 
4t but did net comprehend the meaning of 
4 ‘ breaking the glaffesand laughed hear¬ 
tily at the joke. 

The great hall was, by this time, almoft 
full of company ; and a number of people 
of diftin&ion ftill remained in the area, who 
could not find room in the hall. 

The entertainment now began to be fer- 
ved up. The vidtuals were carried about 
in great order, and placed before the com¬ 
pany on large tables. All the difhes were 
cold, except thofe fet before his Majefty, 
who fupplied us plentifully with hot pro- 
vifions from the throne. 

Dinner being ended, the fports were be¬ 
gun by a company of wreftlers, compofed 
of Chinefe and Tartars. Many of them 

were 
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were almoft naked, having no cloaths hut 
tight canvafs drawers. They performed 
their parts in the area before the halk 
When any of them was feverely bruifed 
by his antagonift, or much hurt by a fall, 
which frequently happened, the Emperor 
lent him a cordial, and ordered him to be 
properly taken care of. Sometimes alfp, when 
he perceived die combatants too eager and 
warm, a figu was given to part them* 
Thefe instances of humanity were very a-* 
suable in the old monarch, and rendered the 
fight of fucb (hocking fpe&aeles more to* 
lerable ; for many of thefe wreftlers recei-* 
ved fuch blows and falls, as were fufficient 
to have knocked the breath out of their, 
bodies. 

To the wrcftling fucceeded many ocher, 
games and mock-fights, in which the per¬ 
formers, armed, fome with lances, others 
with battle-axes, quarter-ftaffs, flails, or 
cudgels, a&ed their parts with great dex¬ 
terity. 

Then 
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Then appeared two troops of Tartars, 
clothed in coats of tiger-(kins, armed with 
bows and arrows, and mounted on hobby- 
horfes. At firft, they behaved as enemies; 
but, after l'otne fkirmifhes with their ar¬ 
rows, the parties were reconciled, and be¬ 
gan a dance to a diftnal tune of vocal and 
inftrumental mufic. T he dance was in¬ 
terrupted by a perfon in a frightful mafk, 
of a tall llature, dtefled and mounted like 
the Tartars, who, they faid, represented 
the devil. After making feveral unfuccefs- 
ful attacks, on the united body of the Tar¬ 
tars, this formidable hero was at length 
killed by an arrow, and carried off in tri¬ 
umph. During the dance, each Tartar had 
a (mall b* fleet in one hand, and an arrow 
in the other, wherewith they feraped on 
the bafket, keeping time to the mufic. 
This leraping founded a little harfh to an 
Italian ear ; for I could obferve Signor 
Mczz< barba and his retinue fmiling at the 
performance. 

- While 
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While the Tartars performed in the 
court, one of the Emperor’s Tons, a prince 
of about twenty years of age, danced alonq 
in the hall, and attra&ed the eyes of the 
whole company. His motions were at 
$rft very flow, fo that he feemed fcarcely 
to move at all ; but afterwards became 
more briik and lively. The Emperor was 
chearful, and feemed well pleafed with the 
different performers ; but particularly with 
an old Tartar, who played on a chime of 
little bells, with two Ihort ivory rods. The 
inftrumentp of mufic were very various, 
and all tuned to the Chinefe tafte. The 
Emperor told the ambaflador, that he knew 
well their mufle would not pleafe an Eu¬ 
ropean ear, but that every nation liked 
their own bed. 

The dancing being over, there was hoifl. 
ed up a large vefiel, refembling a tub, be* 
tween two polls ere&ed in the area for that 
purpofe. In the veflel were placed three boys, 
who performed many dexterous tricks, 
both in the veflel and on the polls, too te- 

Vol. II. L dious 
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dious to mention. By this time the fun 
was fet, and the company were foon after 
difmiffed for the night. 

Next day, the rejoicings were renewed. 
We did not, however, go to court before 
the evening, becaufe the fire-works would 
not begin till the lun was fet. On our ar¬ 
rival, we were conduced through a gar¬ 
den, weftward from the palace, in the mid¬ 
dle of which flood a large building, with 
covered galleries all around. Before the 
houfe was a canal, having over it a draw¬ 
bridge* We took our placps on the gravel- 
walk, juft under the gallery, where the 
Emperor fat with hi.s wives and family. 
Hard by us was the Kntuchtu in his tent, 
having one of his lamas ftanding at the 
door. This prieft never once appeared 
out of his tent during the whole (how. 
All the grandees and u ificers of fta f e were 
feated on their cufhions along the bank of 
the canal. The machinery for the fire¬ 
works was placed on the other fide of the 

canalj 
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canal; and nobody was permitted to go 
thither, except the pieople who managed 
it* 

About five of the clock a fignal was gi¬ 
ven For beginning to play off the fire¬ 
works, by a rocket let fly from the gallery 
where the Emperor fat ; and, in the fpac.e 
of a few minutes, many thoufand lanterns 
were lighted. Thefe lanterns were made 
of paper of different colours, red, blue* 
green, and yellow, and hung on polls a- 
bout fix feet high, fcattered over all the 
garden ; which exhibited a very pleafant 
profped to the eye. 

Another fignal Was then given, for play¬ 
ing off the rockets. They fprung upwards 
to a prodigious height, and tell down in 
figures of ftars, difpiaying a great variety 
of beautiful colours. The rockets were 
accompanied with what I lhall call crack¬ 
ers, for want of a more proper name. 
Their explofion refembled the reports of 
many great guns, fired at certain intervals, 
*nd exhibited a view of many charming 

colours* 
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colours, and forms of firfc. Thefc, with a 
few fire-works of different kinds intermix¬ 
ed, continued for the fpace of three hours. 

Oppofite to the gallery where the Em¬ 
peror (at was fufpended a large round vef- 
fel, about twenty feet in diameter, between 
two pods about thirty feet high. A rocket 
fent from the gallery lighted a match, 
hanging from the veflel, which immediate¬ 
ly caufed the bottom of it to drop down 
with a loud noife. Then fell out a lettice, 
or grate-work, all on fire, and hung be¬ 
tween the veflel and the ground, burning 
furioufly, in various colours. This conti¬ 
nued for ten minutes, and really exhibited 
a mod curious fight. It feems this lettice- 
work was compofed of materials that im¬ 
mediately kindled, on being, expofed to the 
air ; for no perfon was feen near the ma¬ 
chine. 

The grate-work being extinguilhed,there 
appeared a lighted match, hanging from 
the middle of the veflel, and burning up to 
it. As foon as the fire reached the veflel, 

thirty 
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thirty fair paper-lanterns,, of various co¬ 
lours, dropped from it, and hung, in a 
ftraigfct line, below one another, .between 
it and the ground; which immediately 
catched fire of themfeivea, and formed « 
beautiful an$J well proportioned column of 
particoloured light. After this fell out a- 
bout ten or twelve pillars of the fame form, 
but Of =a teller fize ; thefe alfo took fire as 
foon as they dropped. This fcene conti¬ 
nued till the number of one thou fa nd lan¬ 
terns fell from the veffel* which diminished 
every time, till the laft were very Anal). I 
muft confefs this prefented a delightful ob¬ 
ject tO the rpe&ators. 

I could not help being furptifed at the 
ingenuity of the artift, in crowding fuch a 
number of lanterns into foftnall and fimple 
a machine as this feemed to be j and, at 
the fame time, with fo much order, that all 
of them dropped and kindled of themfelves, 
with equal regularity, a6 if he had let them 
fall from his hand ; for not even one of 
them was extinguished by accident, or in 

the 
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the leaft entangled by another. This con¬ 
cluded the firft day’s entertainment. 

The 31ft, in the evening, we returned to 
court, where was opened a new fcene of 
fire-works, which continued, with great 
variety, till ten o’clock at night. 

The 1 ft of February, we went again to 
court, where the fire-works were refumed 
fn many different well executed defigns. 
What pleafed me moft, was a fmall mount, 
raifed in the middle of the garden, from 
which fprung a ftream of white and blue 
-fire, in imitation of water. The top of the 
mount contained a cavity, in fhape of a 
large urn, from which the fire rofe to a 
prodigious height. 

Oppofite to the gallery, where the Em¬ 
peror fat, were ere&ed three large frames, 
about thirty feet high each. On one wai 
a monftrous figure of a dragon ; on the fe- 
cond a man on horfeback ; and the third 
reprefented an elephant, with a human fi¬ 
gure on his back. All thefe were compo- 
fed of a ‘deep blue fire, and were interwo- 
• ven 
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▼cn with vines and grapes, hanging about- 
on all Tides, of white, red, and blue fire. 

Befides thefe, there were exhibited, on 
this occafion, many other ingen<ous defigns : 
of fire-works, which far furpafied any 
thing of the kind I ever faw, though I have 
been prefent at performances of this nature 
exhibited at St Peterfbiirgh by the beft ar- J 
tills in Europe. Befides the art difpl^yed ‘ 
in the contrivance and figure, thefe works 
furnilhed, in particular, a wonderful vari¬ 
ety of mod beautiful colours, far exceed-’ 
ing my ability to defcribe. I mull con- 
ffefs they far outdid my expectations, and 
even common fame, which feldom leflens 
things of this nature. 

The following day, the Emperor gave 
the ambafiador a private audience, and in¬ 
quired how he liked the diverfions and 
fire-works. On this occafion, the Empe¬ 
ror repeated what has been already obfer- 
ved concerning the antiquity of illumina¬ 
tions compofed of gun-powder ; and add¬ 
ed, that, although fire-works had been 

known 
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known in Giuda for move than two thorn* 
(and years, he hirufetf had made many infer, 
provementa upon them, and bought them 
tp their pijffeoc pcrfoftipn* 

The yk w« returned to the city, in a 
c$14 firpfty day* and the. wind at oorth- 
wcflt^ We found the rejoicing* ftiil going 
on at F*kifl[ % far fltagQS were erased, and, 
ptey*vopRefentedk in ftll the principal ftr<#» 
through which we pafled,. 

The affair#, relating to, the embaffy being 
nearly finiflted* we began now to prepare 
fofi our- journey to the weftward, which 
W.as to take pjace as fooft aft the extremity 
of the cold: was abated. 

The 9th, three miffionaries, Paranim, 
Derail, and Moran, came to pay their re- 
fpc£ts tp the an>t>adador, and beg the fe- 
■vjour of him, that Signor Nicolai, one of 
tbeit fociety, might be permitted to accomr 
papy him in his journey to. Europe, which 
was granted* provided it was agreeable to 
the Emperpr, The reafon. o£ this rcqueft 
was fuppofed to be, that §igaor Mezzobar* 

ba 
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ba having returned to Rome without ac- 
compiifhing the ends of his embafly, the 
Emperor, who favoured the caufe of the Je- 
fuits, had concerted with them to feud Ni¬ 
colai to the court of roofn, in order to re- 
prefent the Rate of this affair before Mez- 
zobarba could arrive. 

Next day, the Emperor fent three offi¬ 
cers with prefents to his Czarifh Majefty ; 
the chief of which were, tapiftry for two 
rooms, neatly wrought on a rich filk fluff; 
a fet of fmall enamelled gold cups ; fome 
japanned cups, fet with mother of pearl; 
three flower-pieces, curionfly embroidered 
on taffety ; two chefts of rockets, prepared 
in the Chinefe falhion j about twenty or 
thirty pieces of filk, in raoft of which was 
interwoven the dragon with five claws j 
a parcel of different forts of curious fans 
for ladies ; alfo, a box containing fome 
rolls of white Chinefe paper, the flieets of 
which were of a fize much larger than 
common ; befides feveral other toys, fcarce 
worth mentioning. From thefe particulars 
Vol. II. M it 
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it appears, that thefe two mighty monarch* 
were not very lavilh in their prefents to 
each other, preferring curiofities to things 
of real value. 

The nth, federal officers came from 
court with prefents to the ambaffador, and 
every perfon of the retinue, correfponding 
to their different dations and characters ; 
and, fo minutely and exactly was this mat¬ 
ter managed, that even the meaned of our 
fcrvants was not negle&ed. The prefents, 
confiding of a complete Chinefe drefi, 
fome pieces of damalks, and other duffs, 
were, indeed, of no great value. They 
were, however, carried along the dreets, 
wrapped up in yellow filk, with the ufual 
parade of things belonging to the court; 
a circumdance which is reckoned one of 
the greated honours that can be conferred 
on a foreign minider. 

Next day, the Emperor fent to a& the 
ambaffador, whether he inclined to accom¬ 
pany him to a hunting-match, in a fored 

not 
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not far diftant from Pekin ; to which his 
Excellency readily agreed. 

The 13th, I dined with one of my Chi- 
nefe friends, called Fangfung. In going 
thither, I met in the ftreet two men riding 
upon afles, with their fervants leading them 
by the bridle. I foon perceived they were 
Kawlees ; which is the name given by the 
Chinefe and Tartars, to the people of Ko¬ 
rea, whom I have mentioned above. 

The 14th, the weather was very fine 
and warm. 

The 15th, we went to a fair in the fub- 
urbs, which is held the firft day of every 
new moon, where we found many things 
expofed* to fale, not commonly found in 
(hops. 

The 16th, the weather being favour¬ 
able, I took a ride round the walls of the 
city ; which I performed, ’at an eafy trot, 
in the fpace of four hours ; whereby the 
compafs of Pekin may be nearly compu¬ 
ted. The fuburbs, efpecially to the eaft 
and fouth, are very extenfive, and, in ma- 

ny 
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ny places of them, the buildings are equal 
to thofe within the walls. 

The 17th, being now on the point of 
pur departure, in order to make the moil 
of the fhort time we had to ftay, I rode 
about twelve miles eaftward from Pekin, 
accompanied with a Chinefe friend, to the 
banks of the river, which I found crowded 
with a number of barks, of different fizes, 
which are conftantly employed in carrying 
provifions, and other ftores, to the city, 
from diftant parts of the country. 1 favr 
many veflels failing down the dream, to¬ 
wards the fouth-eaft. And I was inform¬ 
ed there are nine thoufand nine hundred 
$nd ninety-nine veflels, conftantly employ¬ 
ed on this river ; but why confined to fuch 
an odd number, I could neither learn nor 
comprehend. During a month, or fix 
weeks,in winter, this river is frozen over; 
at which feafon, provifions are conyeyed 
by land-carriage, or along the ice. 

On this occafion alfo I vifited the Chins 
jnanufa&ory, in order to try whether I 

could 
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cpuld learn any thing of that curioqs art*. 
But, though the people were very com- 
plaifant, and fhowed me every thing l de-. 
fired them, I returned as igporant as 1 went, 
thither i and I am perfuaded, that, before 
a perfon can get any knowledge of the af¬ 
fair, be mull be bred a potter, and have 
time to iofpe£fc its whole progrefs j of 
which thefe people feem to make no 
cret. 

The fields along the banks of the river 
are well cultivated, producing fine wheat, 
and other forts of grain, I faw alfo great 
plantations of tobacco, which they call 
tharr, and which yields very confiderable 
profits, as it is univerfally ufed in fracking, 
by perfons of all ranks, of both fexes, in 
China; and, befides, great quantities are 
fent to the Mongalls, who prefer the Chi- 
nefe manner of preparing it before every 
other. They make it into a grofs powder, 
like faw-dull, which they keep in a finaU 
bag, and fill their little brafs pipes out of 
it, without touching the tobacco with their 

fingers. 
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fingers. The fmoke is very mild, and has 
quite a different fmell frorh ours. It is re¬ 
ported the Chinefe have had the ufe of to¬ 
bacco for many ages. 

i obferved, that, in cold weather, the 
Chinefe chewed a kind of nut, about the 
bignefs of a nutmeg, which they called 
beetle ; it is of an aftringent quality. 
They fay, it both keeps them warm, and 
cleans their teeth. 

Next day was fpent in preparing for our 
journey. 

On the 18th, all our gentlemen dined 
with my Chinefe friend, named Siafiey, 
where we met with a friendly reception, 
and a fumptuous feaft. After dinner, our 
hofpitable landlord put about his cups very 
freely. At laft, he took me by the hand, and 
defired I would let the ambaffador return 
and remain with him ; and he would give 
me my choice of which of his wives or 
daughters I liked beft. I could not but 
return my friend hearty thanks for his 0- 
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bliging offer, which, however, I thought 
it not proper to accept. 

Next day, I went to fee the market 
where provifions were fold. It was a fpa- 
cious oblong, fpread with grav?I, very neat 
and clean. The butchers had their (hops 
in a (hade, running quite round the place. 
I faw little beef, but a great deal of mutton. 
In the middle was great ftore of poultry, 
wild-fowl, and venifon ;but, what furprifed 
me not a little, was to find about a do¬ 
zen of dead badgers expofed to fale. The 
Chinefe, it feerns, are very fond of thefe a- 
nimals, which are accounted unclean in o- 
ther parts of the world. AH the Chinefe 
merchants have the art of expofing their 
goods to fale, dreffed up in the mod ad¬ 
vantageous manner ; and, even in purcha- 
fing any trifling th'ng, whatever the cafe 
be that holds it, it is half the cod, and of¬ 
ten exceeds it in value. 

The 21 ft, being the day appointed for 
hunting with the Emperor, at one of the 
clock in the morning, horfes were brought 

to 
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to otir lodgings, for the aihbaffador, and 
thofe who attended him. Wfe immediately 
mounted, and, after riding about fix miles, 
to foe fonth-weft of the city, at break of 
day we reached the gates of the park called 
Chayza, where we were received by an 
officer, and £ondu&*d through the for eft 
to a fummer-houfe, about a mile from the 
gate, in which the Emperor had ftept the 
preceding night. This was a ftnall but 
neat building, hating a double row of gal¬ 
leries, open to the for eft on all rides, and 
an avenue leading to it from the gate, 
planted with feveral rows of trees. At 
fome diftance from the houfe, we dif- 
mounted, and were met by the mailer of 
the ceremonies, who conduced us into a 
gallery. As foon as we entered, the good 
old Emperor, who had rifen long before 
our arrivals fent one of his eunuchs to fa- 
lute the ambafTador, and ordered us tea and 
other vi&uals. On the fbuth fide of the 
houfe is a canal, rilled with clear water, 
fend feveral large fifh-ponds, which make 
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a great addition to the beauties of this 
charming place. At a convenient di fiance 
from the houfe, flood about a thoufand 
tents, where the courtiers and grandees had 
lodged the night before. Breakfaft being 
over, the Emperor, who was very fond of 
arms, fent to defire a fight of the ambafla- 
dor’s fowling-piece. He returned it, with 
feveral of his own to be ihown us. They 
had all match-locks. The Chinefe are pof- 
fefted with a notion, that flints, in their 
climate, acquire a moifiure which hinders 
their firing. But, as far as 1 could per¬ 
ceive, the air had little effcd upon our 
flints. 

A figdal was then given that the Empe¬ 
ror was coming ; upon which all the great 
men drew up in lines, fitom the bottom of 
the flairs to the road leading to the foreft, 
all on foot, drefled in their hunting ha¬ 
bits, the fame with thofe ufed by the offi¬ 
cers and cavalry of the army, when in the 
field, and armed with bows and arrows. 
We had a proper place affigned us, and 
Vol. II. N made 
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made our bows to his Majefty, who re¬ 
turned a gracious fmile, with figns to fol¬ 
low him. He was feated crofs-legged, in 
an open machine, carried by four men, 
with long poles reded on their fhoulders. 
Before him lay a fowling-piece, a bow, 
and fheaf of arrows. This has been his 
hunting equipage for fome years, fince he 
left off riding } but, in his youth, he went 
ufually, every fummer, feveral days jour¬ 
ney without the long wall, and carried a- 
long with him all the princes his fons, and 
many perfons of diftindion, to the num¬ 
ber frequently of fome thoufands, in order 
to hunt in the woods and deferts j where 
he continued for the fpace of two or three 
months. Their provifions were reftri&ed 
to bare neeeflaries, and often to what they 
caught in the woods of Tartary. This 
- piece of policy he pra&ifed chiefly with a 
view to harden the officers of his army, 
and prevent their falling into idlenefs and 
effeminacy among the Chinefe, and, at the 
fame time, to fet a good eimmple of the 
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aufterities he recommended) by living on 
the fame hard fare he prefcribed to others. 1 

As foon as the Emperor had palled, the „ 
company mounted and followed him* at 
fome diftance, till we came into the open 
foreft, where all formed into a femicircle, 
in the centre of which was the Emperor, 
having on his left hand about eight or ten 
of his Tons and grandfons, and the ambafla* 
dor on his right, about fifty paces diftant ; 
dofe by him were the mailer of the chace, 
with fome grey* hounds, and the grand fal¬ 
coner with his hawks. I could not bdt 
admire the beauty of thefe fine birds. Ma¬ 
ny of them were as white as doves, ha¬ 
ving one or two black feathers in their 
wings or tails. They are brought from 
Siberia, or places to the north of the river 
Amoor. 

Our wings being extended, there were 
many hares darted, which the company 
endeavoured to drive towards the Emperor, 
who killed many of them with arrows as 
they pafTed ; thole- he milled, he made a 

fign 
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fign to fome of the princes to putfue, who 
alfo-killed feveral of them with arrows; 
but* no other perfon was permitted to draw 
a bow, or ftir from the line. The fame 
rules of hunting I formerly obferved are 
pra&ifed by the Mongalls* 

From the open field, we continued our 
route weftward, to a place among thic¬ 
kets and tall reeds# where we fprung a 
number of pheafants, partridges, and quails. 
His Majefty then laid afide his bow-and 
arrows, and carried a hawk on his hand, 
which he flew as occafion offered. The 
hawks generally raked in the pheafants 
while flying ; but, if they took the reeds 
or bulhes, they fpon caught them. 

After proceeding about two or three 
miles farther into the foreft, we came to a 
tall wood, where we found feveral forts of 
deer. The young men went in and beat 
the woods, whilft the reft of the company 
remained without. We faw much game 
pafs us; but nobody drew a bow till the 
Emperor had killed a. flag, which he did- 

very 
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%try dcxteroufty, with a broud-bead *4 
arrow, after which the princes had leave 
to kill feveral: backs; aqiong which was 
one of that; fpeciea that hears the moflk* 
ailed kaberda in Siberia* of which I 
have formerly giyfn, a d^fctvpuop, The 
Qunefe tnufk ia flionger, and there-' 
fore preferable; to that front norther*}, 
parts* 

We bad now bee# G* hours on hnr&K 
back, and* l reckon, had travelled about fif¬ 
teen EngHflt miles* but no end of the fo- 
reft yet appeared. We turned fhort. from, 
this wood fouthwards, till, coming to fetme 
nutrifies, overgrown with tall reeds, wo 
touted a great many wild boars; but, as* 
it was not the feafon for killing them, they 
all efcaped. The hunting thefe fierce ani¬ 
mals is reckoned the moft dangerous of all 
kinds of fport, except the chace of lions 
Sad tigers. Every one endeavoured to ar> 
void them ; and feveral of them run furi- 
oufly through the thickeft troops Qf hprfe. 
The Emperor was fo cautious as to have a 

com- 
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company of men, armed with lances, t# 
guard his machine* 

We continued the fport till about four 
o’clock, when we came to a high artificial 
mount, of a fquare figure, raifed in the 
middle of a plain, on the top of which 
were pitched about ten or twelve tents, for 
the imperial family. This mount had fe- 
veral winding paths leading to the top, 
planted on each fide with rows of trees, in 
imitation of nature. To the fouth was a 
large bafon of water, with a boat upon it; 
from whence, 1 fuppofe, the earth has been 
taken that formed this mount. At fome 
difiance from the mount, tents were erect¬ 
ed for the people of diftin&ion, and officers 
of the court. About two hundred yards 
from it, we were lodged in fome clean huts, 
covered with reeds. The Emperor, from 
his fituation, had a view of all the tents, 
and a great way farther into the foreft. 
The whole fcene made a very pretty ap¬ 
pearance. 

As 
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. As foon as we -alighted, the matter of 
the ceremonies was fent by the Emperor to 
afk theambaffador how he liked their man¬ 
ner of hunting. He made a fuitable re¬ 
turn, acknowledging, at the lame time, the 
great honour done him on this occatton. 

The Emperor then fent us great plenty 
of drefled provifions of all kinds; and the 
officer who brought them pointed out fe* 
veral dilhes, which his Majefty fent from 
his own table, confifting of mutton, veni- 
fon, pheafants, and other forts of wild 
fowl. 

After dinner, the Emperor fent two of 
his chief eunuchs to compliment the am* 
baflfador, and inform him, that he intended 
to, entertain him with the baiting of three 
tigers, which had been kept fome time, 
cooped up in a ftrong grate* work, for that 
purpofe. The hill where the Emperor** 
tent ttood was furrounded with feveral 
ranks of guards, armed with long fpears. 
A guard alfo was placed before the ambaf* 
fador’s, and the rett of the tents, to fecure 

the 
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the whole encampment from the Fury of 
thefe fierce animals. The firtt was let out 
by a perfon mounted on-a fleet horfe, who 
Opened the door of the coop by means of 
s rope tied to it. The tiger immediately 
left his cage, and feemed much pleafed to 
find himfelf at liberty. The horieman rode 
off at full fpeed, while the tiger was roll* 
ing for raft If upon the graft. At la ft he rofc, 
and growled, and walked about. The Em¬ 
peror fired twice at him with bullets ; but, 
the defiance being considerable, miffed him, 
though the pieces were well pointed. Up¬ 
on which his Majefty fent to the ambaffa- 
dor, to try his piece upon him ; which 
being charged with a Angle ball, he walk¬ 
ed towards the animal, accompanied by 
ten men, armed with fpears, in cafe of ac¬ 
cidents; till, being at a convenient diftance, 
be took his aim, and killed him on the 
fpot. 

The fecond was let out in the fame man¬ 
ner. The horfeman, retiring a little, left 
the creature rolling upon the grafs like the 

firft. 
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firft. He then returned, and fhot at him 
with a blunted arrow ; which roufed the 
animal to fuch a pitch, and made him pur- 
file fo clofely, that the horfeman narrowly 
efcaped within the ranks, where the furi¬ 
ous tiger, endeavouring to leap over the 
men's heads, was killed at the foot of the 
mount. 

The third, as foon as he was fet at liberty, 
run directly towards the Emperor’s tent, and 
was in like manner killed with the fpears. 
A man muft be well mounted and armed 
who hunts this kind of animals in the 
woods; where they muft be much ftrong- 
er and fwifter than thefe we faw, which 
had been confined for many months, and 
whofe limbs, by want of exercife, were 
become ftiff and unwieldy ; but, notwith- 
ftanding this difadvantagc, the courage and 
nimblenefs even of thefe animals was very 
furprifing. I have feen four forts of them, 
the tiger, panther, leopard, and lynx, 
which are all very fierce ; but the firft is 
the largeft and ftrongeft. 

Vol. II. O The 
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The Emperor in his youth was very fond 
of hunting thefe creatures in the woods of 
Tartary; but now he confines himfelf with¬ 
in the limits of the foreft, where there is 
game fufficient to gratify any fportfman. 

The killing of the tigers finifhed the di- 
verfion of the day ; after which we retired 
to our huts, where we were entertained 
, with a plentiful iupper fent us by the Em¬ 
peror. After fupper, an officer was fent 
from his Majefty to the ambaflador, who 
brought the tiger’s (kin he had (hot, telling 
him, that, by the laws of hunting, he had 
a right to it* 

Next morning, the fport was refumed, 
and varied little from that of the preceding 
day. About three o'clock afternoon we 
came to another fummer-houie in the mid¬ 
dle of the foreft, where the Emperor lodg* 
ed the following night, while we lay in a 
fmall neat temple in the neighbourhood, 
and were entertained by his Majefty in the 
fame manner as before. 

The 
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The 23d, about eight of the clock in the 
morning, the matter of the ceremonies 
waited on the ambaflador, in order to con* 
du£t him into his Majefty’s prefence to re¬ 
ceive his audience of leave. The Emperor 
received him in a mod friendly manner in 
his bed-chamber. He repeated his aflu- 
tances of the great friendfhip he entertain¬ 
ed for his Czarifh Majefty, and exprefled 
great refpeft for the perfonal merit of the 
ambaflador. After which the ambaflador 
took leave, and we returned to our lodg¬ 
ings in the city. 

I {hall only obferve further, that this fo- 
reft is really a mdft delightful place, is well 
ftored with variety of game, and is of great 
extent, as will eafily be conceived from the 
account I have given of our two days 
hunting. It is all inclofed with a high 
wall of brick. The value of this park, fa 
near the capital, (hows the magnificence of 
this powerful monarch. 

The 24th, the ambaflador was invited* 
by the prefident of the college of mathe¬ 
matics* 
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matics, to fee the obfervatory, which is fi- 
tuated immediately within the eaft wall, 
and commands an extenfive profpedt. The 
building is not magnificent, but is furniih- 
ed with a fine armillary fphere, globes, te- 
lefcopes, an orrery in good order, and o- 
ther mathematical inftruments of the bed 
European workmanfhip. This college was 
ere&ed by the prefent Emperor, who fpares 
no cod to bring it to perfection ; and the 
mesned of his fubje&s, who difcover a ge¬ 
nius for fcience, or any ufeful art, are fure 
to meet with due encouragement. 

The Chinefe art indebted to the prefent 
Emperor for what progrefs they have made 
in adronomy. He chiefly promoted this 
dudy by countenancing the Jefuits and o- 
ther miflionaries ; for I have been inform¬ 
ed that, before their arrival in this coun¬ 
try, the inhabitants could fcarcely calculate 
an eclipfe. The Chinefe, it is indeed pre¬ 
tended, underdood adronomy previous to 
that period j but the knowledge of it was 

in 
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in a great meafure loft during the many fa¬ 
tal revolutions of the empire. 

From the obfervatory we afcended, by a 
broad riling paflage, to the tdp of the city- 
wall, where we faw about fifteen horfemen 
riding their rounds, which we were told 
they performed day and night at ftated 
times. The wall is built of brick, and is 
about twenty^five or thirty feet high, ha¬ 
ving embrafures and fquare towers at equal 
diftances, and a wide deep ditch, which 
may be filled with water at pleafure. On 
the top of the wall there is a pleafant walk, 
broad enough for fifteen horfemen to ride 
a-breaft.. I fuppofe the whole is, perhaps, 
not compofed of folid bricks, but the mid¬ 
dle filled up with earth and rubbifh. 

The 25th, we went to all the three con¬ 
vents, and took leave of our friends the 
miffionaries. 

The 26th, the ambafTador went to the 
tribunal for foreign affairs, and received a 
letter from the Emperor to his Czarifh Ma- 
jefty. On this occafion the prefident ac¬ 
quainted 
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quainted his Excellency, that he muft con* 
fider this letter as a Angular mark of fa¬ 
vour to his mafter, as their Emperors were 
not in ufe to write letters of compliment 
to any prince; or, indeed, to write letters 
of any kind, except thofe which contained 
their orders to their fubjeds ; and that the 
Emperor difpenfed with fo material a cuf- 
tom, only to teftify his refpeft for his 
Czarifh Majefty. 

The original of this letter was in the 
Chinefe language, and a copy of it in the 
Mongalian. It was folded up in a long 
roll, according to the cuftom in China, and 
wrapped in a piece of yellow Aik, which 
was tied to a man’s arm, and carried in 
procefiion before the ambaftador. All per- 
fons on horfeback whom we met diAnount- 
ed, and ftood till we had palled them. Such 
veneration do thefe people pay to every 
thing belonging to the Emperor. 

The fame day, the arabaflador had a vi- 
At from a young gentleman, a dependent 
of the famous Chinefe philofopher Confu¬ 
cius, 
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cius, whole memory and works are greatly 
refpe&ed in China. From what I could 
learn of this eminent philofopher, he ap¬ 
pears to have been a perfon of extraordi¬ 
nary parts, extenlive knowledge, and exem¬ 
plary virtue. On account of fuch rare 
qualities, his family is dill honoured and 
efteemed even by the Emperor himfelf. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 


Some account of the prefent Emperor 
of China , the Chinefe Wall, &C. 


T> EFORE we leave China, I fhall make 
-A-* a few general remarks on the people 
and country, drawn from the beft infor¬ 
mation I could procure; and fhall begin 
with the long wall. 

The long, or endlefs wall, as it is com¬ 
monly called, encompafles all the north 
and weft parts of China. It was built, a- 
bout fix hundred years ago, by one of the 
Emperors, to prevent the frequent incur- 
fions of the Mongalls, and other weftern 

Tartars, 
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Tartars, who made a practice of aflembling 
numerous troops of horfe, and invading 
the country in different places. The Chi- 
nefe frontiers were too extenfive to be 
guarded againft fuch bold and numerous 
enemies, who, after plundering and de- 
ftroying a wealthy country, returned to 
their own, loaded with fpoils. 

The Chinefe finding all precautions in* 
effectual to put a ftop to the inroads of 
fuch barbarians, at lad refolved to build 
this famous wall. It begins in the pro¬ 
vince of Leotong, at the bottom of the bay 
of Nankin, and proceeds acrofs rivers, and 
over the tops of the higheft mountains, 
without interruption, keeping nearly along 
the circular ridge of barren rocks that fur- 
round the country to the north and weft j 
and, after running fouthwards about 
twelve hundred Engliflr miles, ends in 
impaflable mountains and Tandy deferts. 

The foundation confifts of large blocks 
of fquare ftones laid in mortar ; but the 
reft of the wall is built of brick. The 
Vo l. II. P whole 
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•whole is fo ftrong and well built as to need 
almoft no repair, and in fuch a dry cli¬ 
mate may remain in this condition for ma¬ 
ny ages. Its heighth and breadth are not 
equal in every place ; nor, indeed, is it ne- 
ceflary they fhould. When carried over 
fteep rocks where no horfe can pafs, it is 
about fifteen or twenty feet high, and 
broad in proportion j but, when running 
through a valley, or crofting a river, there 
you fee a ftrong wall, about thirty feet 
high, with fquare towers, at the diftance 
of a bow-fhot from one another, and em- 
brafures at equal diftances. The top of 
the wall is flat, and paved with broad 
free-ftone ; and where it rifes over a rock, 
or any eminence, you afcend by a fine eafy 
ftone ftair. 

The bridges over rivers and torrents are 
exceedingly neat, being both well contri¬ 
ved and executed. They have two ftoreys 
of arches, one above another, to afford fuf- 
ficient paflage for the waters on fudden 
rains and floods. 

This 
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This wall was begun and completely fi- 
nifhed in the fpace of five years ; every 
fixth man in China being obliged to work 
himfelf, or find another in his Head. It is 
reported, the labourers flood fo clofe, for 
many miles diftance, as to hand the mate¬ 
rials from one to another. This I am the 
more inclined to believe, as the rugged 
rocks would prevent all ufe of carriages; 
nor could clay, for making bricks or ce¬ 
ment of any kind, be found among them. 

The building of this wall, however, was 
not the only burden the Chinefe fupported 
on this occafion. They were alfo obliged 
to keep a numerous army in the field to 
guard the pafles of the mountains, and fe- 
cure the labourers from being interrupted 
by their watchful enemies the Tartars, w’ho 
all the while were not idle fpedtators. 

I am of opinion, that no nation in the 
world was able for l'uch an undertaking 
except the Chinefe : For, though fome o- 
ther kingdom might have furnithed a fufli- 
cient number of workmen for fuch an en- 

terprife, 
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terprife, none but the ingenious, fober, and 
parfimonious Chinefe could have preferred 
order amidft fuch multitudes, or patiently 
fubmitted to the hardfhips attending fuch 
a labour. This furprifing piece of work, 
if not the greateft, may juftly be reckoned 
among the wonders of the world. And 
the Emperor, who planned and completed 
it, deferves fame, as much fuperior to his 
who built the famous Egyptian pyramids, 
as a performance of real ufe excels a work 
of vanity. 

Befides the main wall, there are feveral 
femicircular walls, which have the long 
wall for their diameter, at the places lead 
fortified by nature, and at the open pafifes 
of the mountains. Thefe are ftrongly 
built, of the fame materials and architec¬ 
ture with the long wall, and are of confi- 
derable extent, fometimes on one fide of 
the main wall, and fometimes on the other. 
In thefe walls are ftrong gates, conftantly 
defended by a numerous guard. They are 
intended to prevent a furprife, and ftop 

fuddefl 
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fudden irruptions of the enemy. Even 
thefe leffer bulwarks feem works of great 
expence and labour, but nothing in com- 
parifon with the long wall. 

After the Chinefe had finilhed their 
wall, they had refpite for a confiderable 
time from the invafions of their ehemies, 
reaping the fruits of their labour in peace 
and qujetnefs. However, about five hun¬ 
dred years ago, the weftern Tartars found 
means to get through the wall, and, with 
a powerful army of horfe, entered the 
country, carrying terror along with them 
wherever they went. They at laft became 
matters of the greateft part of China, and 
kept pofieflion of it for many years, till 
the Chinefe, exafperated by their tyranny, 
took advantage of their negligence, and 
drove them back with difgrace to their an¬ 
cient habitations in the deferts. The Chi¬ 
nefe now began to re-eftablilh their former 
government, to rectify diforders, and re¬ 
pair defolations made by the Tartars. From 
this time they enjoyed long peace, till the 

fatal 
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fatal year one thoufand fix hundred and 
forty, when the Mantzur Tartars conquer* 
ed the whole empire of China j which 
conqueft they retain to this day, and, by 
their prudent management and mild go* 
vernment, feem in a fair way to keep it. 

I {hall briefly relate in what manner this 
ftrange revolution was brought about by 
fo fmall a nation as the Mantzurs ; a people 
whom the Chinefe defpifed, and who bear 
no greater proportion to the Chinefe thao 
the inhabitants of Wales to the reft of 
Great Britain. 

It happened, during a time of profound 
peace, that a certain prince of Mantzur, 
going to fetch his bride, from a place bor¬ 
dering on the province of Leotong, was, 
without provocation, attacked by a party 
of Chinefe and flain, with moft of his at¬ 
tendants, againft all laws of juftice and 
good neighbourhood. 

The Tartars, though highly exafperated, 
behaved with uncommon moderation on 
this occafion. Before proceeding to make 

reprifalsj 
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reprifals, or taking any ftep whatever with 
that view, they fent ambafladors to the 
court of Pekin, demanding fatisfadlion for 
the outrage committed upon one of their 
princes. The incomplaints were negle&ed, 
and the matter, under various pretences, 
delayed, from time to time, till the Tartars, 
lofing all patience, and pofitively infilling 
on an anfwer to their demands, were af¬ 
fronted, and contemptuoufly difmifled by 
the Chinefe miniftry, to whom the Empe¬ 
ror had referred them. This treatment 
highly enraged the whole race of the Tar¬ 
tars, who immediately vowed revenge ; 
and having got an army together, entered 
the province of Leotong, which lies with¬ 
out the wall, wafting all with fire and 
fword. 

Befides this war with the Tartars, feve- 
ral other circumftances concurred to bring 
about a revolution in the empire; for at 
the fame time there happened a great in- 
furre&ion in China, which at laft became 
general. The rebels were commanded by 

one 
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one named Li, who, after having defeated 
the imperial army fent to oppofe him, in* 
veiled and took Pekin itfelf. And the Em* 
peror, rather than fall into the hands of 
his furious fubje&s, firft hanged his daugh* 
ter, and then himfelf, on a tree in his own 
garden. 

The Emperor’s general, Ufangue, ftill 
kept the field with the fmall remains of hit 
troops, but altogether unable to refill the 
powerful army of the rebels. He there¬ 
fore retired northwards ; and all hopes of 
fuccefs being loll, came to a refolution of 
calling in the Tartars to his alfillance. He 
promifed them many rewards, and parti¬ 
cularly the province of Leotong, if by their 
aid he fucceeded in forcing the rebels to 
obedience. Kum-ti, the Tartar chief, rea¬ 
dily hearkened to the propofal, and the 
terms were foon fettled between the par¬ 
ties. 

In confequence of this agreement, the 
new allies joined armies, which were both 
commanded by the Tartar, and advanced 

towards 
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towards the long wall: But before they 
reached the gate, Kum-ti, the Tartar 
prince, died, and left his fon, Xungfti, a 
child of feven years of age, for his fuccef- 
for. This accident did not retard the pro- 
grefs of the expedition ; for this child was 
left to the guardianfhip of his uncle, a man 
of great abilities and addrefs, and perfe&ly 
qualified to conduct the important project 
then on foot. 

Immediately after the death of Kum-ti, 
the young prince was proclaimed King of 
the Mantzurs, and commander in chief of 
the combined army of Tartars and Chi- 
nefe. In order to magnify the number of 
Tartars in the army, and confequently ren¬ 
der themfelves more formidable to the re¬ 
bels, they luckily fell upon a ftratagem, 
which was, to drefs all the Chinefe foldiera 
in Tartar habits: And, at entering the 
wall, the real Tartars in the army did not 
exceed eight thoufand men, though indeed 
they were followed by ftrong reinforce¬ 
ments. 

Vol. II. O. When 
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When they arrived at the wall, the Chi- 
nefe, who kept guard, feeing a child at the 
head of fuch an army, which they imagin¬ 
ed to confift wholly of Tartars, were fo 
furprifed, that they immediately opened 
the gates, without the lead refiftance, cry¬ 
ing out, long live the Emperor. This cir- 
. cumftance, added to the reports of fo for¬ 
midable an army of Tartars, increaiing 
daily by reinforcements, (truck fuch terror 
into the rebels, that many of them forfook 
their leader^ The Tartars (till advanced, 
and had daily (kirmifhes and feveral battles I 
with the rebels, in which the latter were 
defeated. In the mean time, the guardian 
took care to leave garrifons in all the towns 
through which they palled,- with ftri£t or¬ 
ders to ufe the inhabitants with the greateft 
humanity. Such mild behaviour gained 
the affe&ion of the nation in general. And 
thus he proceeded, from one province to 
another, till the whole empire fubmitted to 
his jurifdi&ion. 

The 
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The war, which had lafted fome years, 
being now at an end, and peace re-efta- 
blifhed, the Chinefe thanked the Tartars 
for their good fervices, and defired they 
would return to their own country. But 
the Tartar chief, on various pretences, de¬ 
layed hi$ departure till fuch time as he 
found his party fufficiently ftrong to fix his 
nephew, Xungfti, on the imperial throne 
of China. 

Xungfti died a young man, and left his 
fecond fon, Kamhi, to fucceed him. Qn 
finding himfelf at the point of death, he 
called for his eldeft fon, and afked him, 
whether he would take upon him the go¬ 
vernment ? but, being young and modeft, 
he was unwilling to accept, and begged his 
father would excufe him on that account. 
Then Kamhi was called, and afked the 
fame queftion. He was better inftru&ed, 
and brifkly anfwered, he was ready to obey 
his father 8 commands, and would take the 
weight of the government upon him. This 
anfwer fo pleafed the- Emperor, that he 

named 
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named him his fuccefTor ; and* according¬ 
ly, on the death of his father, {he was pro¬ 
claimed Emperor ; and his behaviour has 
fhown him altogether worthy of that ho¬ 
nour. It is, it feems, agreeable to the laws 
and cuftoms of China* that the Emperor 
chufe, for his fuccefTor, which of his fons 
he pleafes, without regard to primogeni¬ 
ture. 

Although the Emperor’s name is Kam- 
hi, the weftern Tartars call him Boghdoy- 
chan, fignifying chief governour j but the 
Chinefe, in talking of him, fay Vanfuy, 
which fignifies many times ten thoufand 
years, meaning, let the Emperor live fo 
long. This is a high title in the Oriental 
phrafe. His fons are called Van, fignify¬ 
ing ten thoufand years, and are diftinguifh- 
ed by the names of Van the firft, Van the 
fecond, &c. according to their age. 

Kamhi, the prefent Emperor, has about 
twenty fons, and, it is'faid, he intends the 
fourteenth for his fuccefTor. He is a prince 
eminent for prudence and valour, and 

had, 
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had, at this time, the command of an army 
againft the Kalmucks. 

Kamhi hath yet the remains of a grace¬ 
ful perfon. His countenance is open, his 
difpofition generous, and he gives great 
application to bufinefs ; qualities abfolutely 
neceflary to manage the great affairs with 
which he is intruded. His reign has been 
long and profperous, though fometimes 
difturbed by dangerous infurre&ions, and 
open rebellions ; but his good fortune and 
prudent condudi, overcoming all difficul¬ 
ties, reftored public tranquillity; and he 
has now, for a confiderable time, enjoyed 
perfedi peace and happinefs. Although the 
government of China is abfolute, it requires 
no fmall fagacity and fkill to rule an em¬ 
pire of fuch extenfive dominions, and con¬ 
taining fo numerous fubje&s. 

After Kamhi had fettled his affairs at 
home, the firft ftep he took was to gain the 
weftern or Mongall Tartars to his friend- 
ffiip. The Chinefe had no enemies fo for¬ 
midable. The Emperor knew their va¬ 
lour, 
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lour, and had employed many of them in 
his army, who did him fignal fervices on 
many occafions. To effedt this, he began 
to form alliances with their princes and 
chiefs, by intermarriages between their fa¬ 
milies and his> where thefe could take 
place; others he allured by rich prefents ; 
fo that they are at prefent little better than 
his fubjedts: And, by this mafter-piece of 
politics, he fucceeded more effe&ually than 
if he had employed the whole force of 
China. The friendflrip of the weftern 
Tartars is of great importance to the Em¬ 
peror ; for they not only fupply Pekin 
with provifions, the produce of their flocks, 
but, upon any emergency, can bring to his 
afliftance fifty thoufand horfe on a (hort 
warning. 

It may eafily be imagined, that great ar¬ 
mies and ftridfc difcipline are neceflary to 
guard fo extenfive territories, and keep fuch 
a numerous people to their duty. The 
number of foldiers reported to be in the 
empire is prodigious, and almoft incredible. 

I 
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I am well informed, that the iingle pro* 
vince and city of Pekin contain no lefs 
than one hundred and twenty thoufand 
effe&ive men, aU well paid, cloathed, and 
armed. 

Notwithstanding the vaft revenues which 
are neceflary for the fupport of the go¬ 
vernment, the duties on inland trade muft 
be very eafy j for I was told by a mer¬ 
chant, th?t he could live in the capital, and 
trade in what branches of bufinefs he plea- 
fed, for paying only one ounce of filver 
annually to the Emperor. Such eafy taxes 
Show the great oeconomy and moderation 
of Kamhi, whofe reign is called the reign 
of great peace and reft ; in Chinefe Taj- 
ping. 

The Tartars call China Kitay, and the 
people Kitaytzi ; but the Chinefe call 
themfelves Chum-quotigen, that is, the 
people of the middle region. 

The empire of China is, in a manner, 
feparated from all the reft of the world ; 
Situated in a fine and healthy dimate» fur- 

rounded 
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rounded by the ocean to the eaft and fouth; 
by a chain of high rocks and barren moun¬ 
tains on the north and weft, along which 
runs the famous wall as an additional de¬ 
fence. But what, in my opinion, is a 
greater fecurity to the empire againft inva¬ 
ders than any thing yet mentioned, is the 
barren defert, ftretching for feveral hun¬ 
dred miles weftward, where none but Tar¬ 
tars can fubfift, and which fcarce any re¬ 
gular army can pafs. The feas, to the 
fouth and eaft, are indeed open, and China 
might be attacked on that fide ; but, I am 
perfuaded, no prince will think it proper 
to difturb his own repofe, and that of fuch 
a powerful people, inclined to peace with 
all their neighbours, and fatisfied, as they 
feem, with their own dominions. 

I know but one nation who could at¬ 
tempt the conqueft of China with any pro¬ 
bability of fuccefs, and that is Ruftia ; but 
the territories of that empire are fo exten- 
five in this quarter of the world, as to ex¬ 
ceed even the bounds of ambition itfelf j 

and 


Digitized by 



TO PEKIN. 129 


1721. 

and the Ruffians feem to entertain no de* 
fire cif extending them farther* 

What part of China I faw is moftly 
plain, interfperfed with hills and rifing 
grounds. The whole is pleafant and well 
cultivated, producing wheat and other 
grain* together with abundance of cattle 
and poultry. 

Befides the neceffaries, the Chinefe have 
alfo many of the fuperfluities of life, particu¬ 
larly fine fruits of various kinds, too tedious 
to mention. They have likewife mines of 
gold, filver, copper, lead, and iron; They 
fet a greater value on filver, in proportion 
to gold* than the Europeans do j fo that 
gold is exported to good advantage. 

In China are many navigable rivers and. 
canals, cut to great difiances, for the con¬ 
venience of water-carriage. The mer¬ 
chants are immenfely rich by their inland 
and foreign trade, which they carry on to 
great extent with the Ruffians and Tartars, 
befides the vaft fums of money they receive 
annually from the Europeans, in exchange 

Yol, II. R for 
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for tea. China-ware, and other raerchan- 
dife. The trade alfo to Japan, and the 
neighbouring iflands, is very confiderable. 
What is moft remarkable in their pay¬ 
ments is, that they receive only dollars, 
crown and half-crown pieces j undervalu¬ 
ing fmaller coins, of equal weight and 
flandard, though they melt all down di¬ 
rectly into bars of different fizes. 

Tea is univerfally ufed, at all times, and 
by perfons of all ranks. Both the green 
and bohea grow on the fame tree, or 
rather fhrub, called by the Chinefe tzay. 
The green tea is called tzin tzay, and the 
bohea ouy-tzay. When the leaves are ga¬ 
thered at the proper feafon, they are put 
into large kettles, and dried over a gentle 
fire, which makes them crumple up, and 
prevents their crumbling to dull ; which 
they would infallibly do, without this pre¬ 
caution. 

What is deligned for bohea is mixed, 
in drying, with the juice of a certain plant, 
which gives it the colour and flavour, and 

qua- 
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qualifies that (harpnefs, which, in conftant 
drinking, is hurtful to fome tender confti- 
tutions. The cultivating, gathering, drelT- 
ing, and packing, of this ufeful plant, muft 
employ a great number of hands, and par¬ 
ticularly of old and young people, who 
would be unfit for harder labour. 

The high rates at which tea is fold in 
Europe are a little furprifing, confidering 
the prices in China. For, at Pekin, the 
price of the beft tea, either green or bo- 
hea, is half an ounce of filver the Chinefe 
pound, which is equal to what it would be 
at two {hillings a pound in England. And, 
allowing the freight and duties to be high, 
yet the profits feem fomewhat extravagant. 
I (hall only add, on this fubjed, that the 
tea commonly fold at Pekin is preferable in 
quality to what is imported to Europe from 
Canton j and that the Chinefe drink it 
without fugar, though fugar is a produce 
of the country, and confequently very 
cheap. 

Seve- 
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Several of the Ghinefe manufactures are 
brought to great perfection, efpecially that 
of weaving (ilk, damaiks, and other ftufis, 
which are partly worn by the natives, and 
partly exported. Silks are the common 
drefs of the better fort of people, of both 
fexes, and coarfe cotton-cloth that of the 
lower clafs. They ufe almoft no woollen 
cloths, becaufe, they fay, in their climate, 
they gather too much duft. They have 
great abundance of raw filk. They make 
no muflins, nor fine chintsj neither are 
thefe much ufed. 

The Chinefe, it is well knowq, are ex¬ 
cellent performers in feveral mechanic arts, 
particularly as potters, dyers, japanners, 
joiners, and paper-makers. In the article 
of paper- making they excel even the Eu¬ 
ropeans. 

Their workmanfhip in metals is but 
clumfy ; except only founding, at which 
they are very expert. The arts of ftatuary, 
fculpture, and painting, have made but 
fmall progrefs among them. They have 

excel- 
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excellent water-colours of all forts, but 
none inf oil. The chief ftudy of their 
painters feems to be landfkip painting; 
and I have feen fome of their performan¬ 
ces in this way veTy natural. 

They have many quarries of fine marble, 
of different colours ; but not fo much as a 
fingle ftatue is to be feen in the Emperor’s 
garden. 

The making of clocks and watches was 
lately introduced, under the protection of 
the prefent Emperor ; who, at his leifure 
hours, amufes himfelf with whatever is cu¬ 
rious, either in art or nature. 

The Chinefe are a civilized and holpi- 
table people, complaifant tq ftrangers, and 
to one another; very regular in their man¬ 
ners and behaviour, and refpeCtful to their 
fuperiors ; but, above all, their regard for 
their parents, and decent treatment of their 
women of all ranks, ought to be imitated, 
and deferve great praife. Thefe good qua¬ 
lities are a natural confequence of the fo- 

briety, 
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briety, and uniformity of life, to which 
they have been long accudomed. • 

The general regularity and decency of- 
manners among the Chinefe, is obtidus 
to all who fee and obierve them with 
the lead attention. And, as they are fin- 
gular in many things, beyond mod other 
nations, they are fo, Iikewife, in this point 
of polity* which I cannot omit taking no¬ 
tice of in my tranfient remarks. 

It may eafily be imagined, that, in fo 
populous a city, there muft be many idle 
perfons of both fexe6 ; though, I believe, 
fewer than in mod other cities of the 
world, even in thofe of much lefs extent 
than that of Pekin. In order to prevent all 
diforderly practices, as much as poflible, the 
government have thought fit to permit, or 
connive at, certain places in the fuburbs, 
for the reception and entertainment of 
proditutes, who are maintained by the 
landlords of the houfes in which they 
dwell, but not allowed to draggle abroad. 

I have been informed, that thefe ladies of 

plea- 
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plcafure have all feparate apartment?, with 
the price of each lady, defcribing, at the 
feme iime, her beauties and qualities, writ¬ 
ten over the door of her apartment, in fair 
legible charters ; which price is paid di- 
redly by the galjant ; by which means, 
thefe affairs are conduced without noife 
in the houfes, or difturbances in the neighr 
bourhood. Noify brawls are very feldom, 
hardly ever, known at Pekin* Thofe who 
are found offending in this way undergo 
very fevere penalties. It is likewifc to be 
obferved, that thefe houfes are calculated 
for the meaner fort of people only ; fo that 
any perfon, who hath the leaft regard to 
his credit or reputation, carefully avoids 
being feen in them. 

I muff, however, take notice of one 
(hocking and unnatural pradice, which ap¬ 
pears more extraordinary in a country fo 
well regulated and governed as China ; I 
mean that of expofing fo many new born 
infants in the ftreets. This, indeed, is only 
done by the poor, who have mote wives 

than 
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than they can maintain. To prevent the 
death of thefe children, there are public 
hofpitals appointed for their reception, and 
people fent-out through the ftreets, every 
morning, to pick up, and carry thither, 
fuch children as they find expofed. The 
miffionaries alfo fend out people to take 
op fuch as have been negle&ed, who are 
carried to a private hofpital, maintained at 
their charge, and educated in the Chriftian 
religion. And of fuch perfons do the 
greateft part of the Chinefe Chriftians con> 
fift. 

I fhall now make a few remarks upon 
the ladies, who have many good qualities 
beOdes their beauty- They are very cleanly 
and modeft in their drefs. Their eyes are 
black, and fo little, that, when they laugh, 
you can fcarce fee them. Their hair is 
black as jet, and neatly tied up in a knot, 
on the crown of the head, adorned with 
artificial flowers of their own making, 
which are very becoming. The better 
iort, who are feldom expofed to the air, 

have 
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have good complexions. Thofe who are 
inclined to the olive, take care to add a 
touch of white and red paint, which they 
apply very nicely. 

The ladies of didin&ion are feldom per¬ 
mitted to dir abroad, except tp vifit their 
pearcft relations j and, on thefe occafions, 
they are always carried in cloie chairs, and 
attended by their fervants. The women of 
all ranks day pretty much at home. The 
fmallnefs of their feet, which renders them 
unable to walk to any condderable dif- 
tance, makes their confinement lefs difa- 
greeable. As foon as a girl comes into the 
world, they bind her tender feet with tight 
bandages, which are renewed as occadon 
requires, to prevent their growing. This 
cudom prevails univerfally, the Tartar la¬ 
dies redding in China only excepted, who 
appear to have no inclination to conform 
to this fadiion. 

This falhion was introduced into China 
by a great Princefs, who lived fome ages a- 
go. She was a Lady of extraordinary 

Vot. If, S beauty 
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beauty and virtue, and has obtained the 
reputation of a faint ; but, it is reported, 
her feet refembled thofe of birds; on which 
account (he kept them always carefully 
wrapped up, and concealed even from the 
Emperor her hufband. The ladies of the 
court followed her example, which, of 
courfe, foon became general! The Chinefe 
women never pare their nails* but fuller 
them to grow to the full length. This 
proves no impediment in embroidery, and 
other needle-work, in which they are coq- 
ftantly employed. Thefe they finiih with 
extraordinary neatnefs, as fully appears 
from fome fpecimens of them brought ta 
Europe. 

The Chinefe deferve great praife for their 
patience in finilhing completely every thing 
they undertake. And, what is (fill a great¬ 
er recommendation, their labours are not 
the effe& of whim or caprice, but calcula¬ 
ted to ferve fome ufeful purpofe. The pu¬ 
blic works about the city of Pekin are in¬ 
stances of thefe obfervations. The ftreets, 

i4 
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in particular, are the fined in the world* 
they are fpacious, neat, and ftraight. The 
canals which fupply the city with watef 
have* at proper didances, commodious 
done-bridge* over them ; and thefe canals 
are not only built with free-done on the 
fides, but the bottoms of them paved with 
broad cut-ftones, in the neated manner i- 
maginable. There are but few fprings of 
foft water in Pekin. And the water, in 
general, though a little brackifh, is by no 
means unwholefome. 

The Chinefe are generally of a middle 
fize, and flender make, but very aftive. 
They are honed, and obferve the drifted 
honour and juftice in their dealings. It 
mud, however, be acknowledged, that not 
a few of them are much addifted to knave¬ 
ry, and well (killed in the arts of cheating. 
They have, indeed, found many Europeans 
as great proficients in that art as themfelves. 
And, if you once cheat them, they are fure 
to retaliate on the firft opportunity. 

As 
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As to the religtdn Of the Chinese, l cati- 
hot pretend to give a diftind account of it. 
According to the bed inPotmatiOta I could 
procure, they are dMded into feveral feds, 
among which that of thfe Theifts is thfe 
moft rational and refpedable. They won- 
ihip Orte “God, Whom they call Tien* thfe 
tteave'A dr the higheft Lord, and pay *nt> 
teligioUS homage to the images of theft 
houttfryrfxen. This ifed has fubhfted fbt 
haany ages longer than Ghriftianity, and ft 
ftill raoft in vogue y being embraced by the 
Tittperot hlYnieif, and moft of the grandees, 
tmd men of learning. The common people 
•are generally idolaters. The few Jews end 
^Mahometans refiding here are fbppofbd to 
have entered China about fix or feven htrta- 
dred years ago, in company with the Wef- 
tern Tartars. There is a very iiicbnfiddt*- 
■able fed, called Grefs-Worlhippers, They 
•worfhip the Holy crofs ^ but have k)ft <dl 
other marks of Chriftianity ; which m'afcfes 
it probable the gofpel was preached in \hffls 
Country before the arrival of the mifliona- 

ries. 
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lies, l>y 'whom is uncertain. Tht Chril- 
dans at prelent are computed to amount to 
one hundred thoufand, of both fexes. 1 
hate been told, the Chineft have alfo fome 
Atheifts among them. 

t bad feveral opportunities of talking 
With their phyficians. They generally 
both prepare and administer their own pre¬ 
scriptions, and are very little acquainted 
with the medicinal fyltem pra&ifed in Eu¬ 
rope. As they have but few thymical pre¬ 
parations, their chief ftudy is the virtues of 
plants, which they apply oh all occalions, 
and often with fuccefs. They feel the pa*- 
rient’s pulfe for four or five minutes, an 4 
Very Seldom let blood, even in high fevers. 
They Cothpate a fever ro a boiling pot, 
and choOfe rather to take the fire from it 
than diminifli the quantity of liqhor it con¬ 
tains, which would only make it boil the 
fafter. Bathing and cupping are much 
practiced j and they even apply fire, in 
fome eafes, particularly for pains in the 
joints, and gouty diforders. On thefe oc- 

cafions. 
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cations, they apply a lighted match, com- 
pofed of the downy fub fiance that grows 
on mugwort to the part affe&ed; which 
making a fear, either entirely removes or 
confiderably mitigates the pain. 

I cannot but take notice, on this occa- 
fion, of a famous plant, called Gingfing, 
which grows in the province of Leotong. 
The root of this plant is fo much efteemed 
for its phyfical virtues, that it is gathered 
by people appointed by the Emperor for 
this purpofe only, and is valued at the rate 
of about twenty-five pounds Sterling the 
pound weight. It is fo rare, that the Em¬ 
peror fent two pounds of it only in a pre- 
fent to his Czarifh Majefty. There are 
two forts of it; one looks as if candied, 
the other like fmall parfley roots, and has 
fomething of the fame tafte. They flice 
down or pound it; and, after infufion and 
flight boiling, give it to the patient. I 
could never learn from their phyficians 
what fpecific qualities this plant poflefled, 
only that it was of univerfal ufe. I have 

heard 
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heard many dories of ftrange cares per¬ 
formed by it; that perfons feemingly dead 
have by its means, been reftored to health. 
I believe, indeed, it may be a good reftora- 
thre plant; but, if it really has any extra¬ 
ordinary virtues, I could never difcover 
them, tho* I have made many experiments 
on it at different times. I fliould imagine 
this rare plant might be cultivated, with 
fuccefi, in the country, where it grows na¬ 
turally ; and it appears improbable the 
Chinefe would negled filch a fovereign re¬ 
medy. 

' The great men in China follow the ex¬ 
ample of the weftern Afiatics, in .keeping 
eunuchs to attend them, who are their 
counfellors, and chief confidents, on all oc- 
cafions. Their bufinefs is to take care of 
the women ; and, being in a manner de¬ 
tached from the world, they are much re- 
fpe&ed. Caftrating is a trade in China ; 
and fo fkillful and dexterous are the per¬ 
formers, that few die under their hands. I 
knew a man who, being reduced to low 

circum- 
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circumftances, fold hiiqfclf to be n^de g 
eunuch, after be was 3q years of age. 

The language of the Qhinefe i& cont- 
pofed chiefly of raonofyllables, and feem? 
to me eafily acquired j at leaft aa much of 
it as is fufficient for coqverfatiafr. The dif¬ 
ficulty of learning their letters, or rethor 
rnarks for words* cannot be lb great as is 
eommonly reprefented > for you fcarce 
meet a common hawker who cannot read 
and write what belongs to his calling. It 
requires, indeed, much labour, and cob(I- 
derable abilities, to acquire the character of 
a learned man in China, 

I have mentioned above a few only of 
their manufactures. 1 cannot omit taking 
notice of their paper, which is made both 
qf filk and cotton, and is remarkably clean 
and fmooth. They had been in pofieifioa 
of this art for many ages before they had 
any intercourfe with the Europeans, as ap¬ 
pears from their records. Their {beets are 
made larger than any I ever faw in Eu- 
rope l and, though they generally write 

with 
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with hair pencils, I have Teen Chinefe pa¬ 
per that bore our pens and ink very well. 

Their ink, called tou/h, is well known to 
our painters and deflgners. I was told the 
chief ingredient in it is the burnt bones of 
animals. They have feveral forts of it; 
but the beft is very cheap, and is made up 
in pafies of various figures, ftamped with 
characters or letters. It is generally put 
up in little flat boxes, fometimes double 
the value of the ink they contain. 

I fhall here infert a fpecimen of Chi¬ 
nefe' numbers, and a few capital words, 
with thofe of feveral other Afiatic nations. 

Chinefe Numbers. 

1 Iga. 

2 Langa. 

3 Sanga. 

4 Si g a - 

5 u g a - 

6 Leoga. 

7 Tziga. 

Vol. II. T 




8 Paga. 
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8 

Paga. 

9 

Tziuga. 

10 

Shiga.' 

11 

Shiyga. 

12 

Shierga. 

>3 

Shifenga. 

14 

Shifga. 

*S 

Shiuga. 

16 

Shileoga. 

1 7 

Shiziga. 

18 

Shifpaga. 

* 9 ' 

Shizuga. 

20 

Shielga. 

3 ® 

Shinfliiga. 

40 

Tzeziga. 

5 ° 

Ufhiga. 

60 

Leofliiga. 

70 

Tziftiiga. 

80 

Pafhiga. 

90 

Tziofliiga. 

100 

Ibay. 

1000 

Itzen. 

10,000 

Van. 
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A Specimen of Engli/h and Chinefe Words . 

God, Foy. 

The heavens, Tien. 

The earth, Tiye. 

The fun, Shilo. 

The moon, Jualang. 

The ftars, Tzifing. 

The devil, Kuy. 

Water, Shuy. 

Wind, Fung. 

Rain, Eu. 

• Good, Cho. 

Bad, Pu. 

A good friend, Cho-pung-yu. 
Farewell, Manfay lea* 

Fire, Choa. 

Bread, Bobon. 

The 
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The Mantzur’s Numbers ♦ 

I Emu. 

« •: 

a Dio. 

3 Han. 

4 Tuin. 

5 Suindja, 

6 Nynguin, 

7 Naadan. 

8 Iaachun.' % 

’ 9 Une. 

10 Iofin, &c. 

The MongalVs Numbers , fome of their 

Words. 

1 Neggea. 

2 Choir. 

3 Gurba. 

4 Dirbu. 

5 Tabu. 

6 Zurga. 

7 Dolo. 
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7 

Dolo. 

8 

Nauma. 

9 

Juflu. 

10 

Arba. 

11 

Arba-neggea.' 

12 

Arba-Choir. 

*3 

Arba-gurba. 

x 4 

Arba dirbu. 

x 5 

Arba-tabil, 

16 

Arba-zurga. 

l 7 

Arba-dolo. 

18 

Arba-nauma. 

*9 

Arba-juffu. 

20 

Choiry. 

30 

Gutfhy. 

40 

Dutfhy. 

50 

Taby. 

60 

Dira. 

70 

Daia. 

80 

Naya. 

90 

Irea. 

100 

Dzo. 

1000 

Minga. 

10,000 

Tumea. 
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God Burchan. 

The heavens, Tengery. 
The earth, Gadzar. 
The fun, Narra. 

The moon, Shara* 

The ftars, Odu. 

The clouds, . Ulea. 

The Tangut's Numbers . 

i Dgi. 
a Ne£. 

3 Sum. 

4 Che. 

5 Gno. 

6 Duk. 

7 Dunn. 

8 Dja. 
g Gu. 

10 Dju-tamba, &c. 
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Numbers of Indojlait. 

1 Eck. 

2 Duy. 

3 Tin. 

4 Tzar. 

$ Penge. 

6 Tzo. 

7 Tatee. 

8 Aatfa. 

9 Nouy. 
io Dafs, &c. 

The people of Indoftan have little or no 
correfpondence with China, being fepara- 
tedfrom it by impalfable mountains, and 
barren deferts. They call China ,by the 
name of Kitat, and the Emperor Amola- 
Chan. 

The Indians call Ruilia Olt. 

The firft great Lama, or high Prieft, 
near the borders of India, is called Beyn- 

gin- 
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gin-Bogdu ; and hath his refidence at a 
place called Digerda. 

The fecond is the Delay-Lama, redding 
at Lahaflar. The Indians call him Tamtzy- 
Kenna. From Digerda to Lahaflar is a 
month’s journey on foot. 

The third is the Kutuchtu, called by the 
Indians Tarranat, who refidea at the Urga, 
not far from Selinginfky. 

The prefent Great Mogul is called Shey- 
halim Patifha. The Indian married priefts 
are the Brachmans ; their monks are called 
Atheits, and their military men Refput. 

The Indian and Tangut numbers, toge¬ 
ther with thefe few notes, I had from the 
Faquir, at Selinginfky ; who told me, that 
the greateft penance that could be impofed 
on any of their order, was a pilgrimage to 
vifit thefe three high priefts. Though I 
have hinted fomething concerning them, 
during my ftay at Selinginfky, yet, as I 
fhall have no opportunity in future to learn 
any thing more about thofe great men, I 

think 


Digitized by (^.ooQle 



1721. TO PEKIN. 153 

think it will not be unacceptable that I 
have inferted the foregoing fliort notes. 

I had, from my early youth, a ftrong in¬ 
clination to vifit the eaftern parts of the 
world ; and Providence afforded me an op¬ 
portunity, far beyond my expectations, of 
gratifying my curiofity in the moft ample 
manner. For never, perhaps, were thofe 
countries in a more flourilhing condition 
than under the famous Emperors Kamhi 
and Peter the Firft ; and", perhaps, fuch a- 
nother conjuncture of circumftances may 
not happen for feveral ages. I have now 
finiihed my account of the obfervations I 
made during my refidence in China ; and, 
had we returned by the fame route we went 
eaftward, I fhould here conclude my Jour¬ 
nal ; but, as our route was different, in many 
places, particularly in our paflage by* water 
from Selinginfky to Tobolfky, I (hall pro¬ 
ceed to make my remarks on fuch places and 
things only as I have hitherto had no op¬ 
portunity of mentioning. 

Vol. II. U CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


Our departure from Pekin^ occurren¬ 
ces^ &c. during our journey back 
towards Mofco. 


M A R C H 2d, we fent off our heavy 
baggage early in the morning; and, 
about noon, left the fine city of Pekin, ac¬ 
companied by feveral Chinefe gentlemen, 
who were to return with Mr de Lange, 
whom his Czarifli Majefty had appointed 
to remain as his agent at the court of Pe¬ 
kin. In the evening, we reached a large 
town, called Sangping-ju, where we lodged. 

The 4th, Mr de Lange, and our friends, 
returned to the- city, and we continued our 

journey. 
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journey. I have already mentioned mod 
of the remarkable towns through which 
we palled ; and, as little happened on the 
road worth notice, I lhall only obferve, 
that we were entertained by the gover¬ 
nors in the fame hofpitable manner, as 
before. 

The 9th, we arrived at Kalgan, the laft 
town of any note, and about three miles 
diftant from the long wall. We (laid here 
two days, in order to provide bread rice, 
and other provilions, for our journey over 
the Hungry Defert. 

Next day, the governour waited on the 
ambalfador, and invited hitn to fee fome 
Chinefe troops perform their exercife. We 
accordingly walked into an adjacent field, 
where we found about four thoufand in¬ 
fantry drawn up in fix lines. All their 
guns had match-locks. The field-officers 
were on horfeback, armed with bows and 
arrows ; but the fubalterns on foot, having 
fpears, longer or Ihorter, according to their 
rank. All the troops kept a profound fi- 

lence, 
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lence, till the commanding-officer ordered 
the fignal to be given for beginning the 
exercife, which was done by firing a fraall 
gun, mounted on the back of a camel. 
Upon this fignal, they advanced, retreated, 
and performed their evolutions, according 
to the difcipline of the country, in a very- 
regular manner. After finiffiing this ex¬ 
ercife, the whole corps at laft divided itfelf 
into companies of fifty men each, and 

r 

kneeling as clofe to one another as poffible, 
continued in this pofturefor fome minutes; 
they s then rofe, and running to their for¬ 
mer ftations, quickly formed themfelves, 
without the leaft confufion. From what I 
obferved of their motions, I am of opinion 
they might eafily be taught any exercife 
whatever. 

The 12th, we arrived at the gates of the 
main wall, which we found open. Here 
the commander, and feveral officers of .the 
guard, met us; and invited the ambaflador 
to walk into the guard-room, and drink a 
diffi of tea. After this repaft, we proceeded 
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a few miles farther ; but, as it was too late 
to get over the mountains that night, we 
took up our quarters at a village where we 
had lodged in going to Pekin. 

Next morning early we left the village, 
and travelled along the banks of a tor¬ 
rent, which runs through a narrow valley 
between the mountains. For conveni- 
ency of the road, we eroded this rivulet fe- 
veral times. The weather was very fine 
and warm ; and the face of this country 
extremely pleafant. On the fides of the 
rocks we faw fcattered many neat cotta¬ 
ges, furrounded with little gardens, and 
crooked trees, which the Chinefe have na¬ 
turally defigned on fome of their japanned 
and China-ware. After travelling ab.out a 
dozen of Engltfh milps, we afeended the 
rocks by a winding-path, formed by art ; 
and, as foon as we reached the fummir, we 
entered on the plain ; for there is little or 
no defeent into the defert from the open¬ 
ing between the rocks. 1 obferved, that 
all the rivets which fpring from the moun¬ 
tains 
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tains on the north and weft of China, run 
towards the fouth and fouth-eaft ; and 
thofe that rife weftward of the defert, di- 
redfc their courfes through Siberia, to the 
north and north-weft ; which makes it e- 
vident, that the rocks and defert are high¬ 
er than any places either in China or Si¬ 
beria. We now felt a very feafible change 
in the air. In the morning, we left a warm 
climate j but here we found the defert all 
covered with fnow. We travelled about 
five miles farther, and then pitched our 
tents on the banks of a fmall rivul'et. 

The ambaffador, confidering that to tra¬ 
vel along with the heavy baggage would 
render the journey, at this feafon, tedious 
and difagreeable, refolved to leave it under 
a proper guard, and proceed, by the fhort- 
eft and fpeedieft way, to Selinginfky. Lo- 
my, our former conductor, being appoint¬ 
ed in the fame ftation, was confulted on 
this occafion, and agreed to make one of 
our company; while the Chinefe guard, 
commanded by another officer, took care 

of 
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of the baggage. Our party confifted of 
the ambafiador, Mr Kreftitz, myfelf, and 
four fervants. We packed up beds, and a 
few neceffaries, and fet out dire&ly. 

We rode very hard all the 14th ; and, 
in the evening, took up our lodgings in a 
Mongalian tent, along with the family. 
The outfide of the tent was hung round 
with feveral pieces of horfe-flelh, oh which 
our landlord and his wife fupped, and in¬ 
vited us to (hare their repaft ; but as we 
had provifions of our own, we defired to 
be excufed. The difagreeable fmell of this 
fupper made us refolve to fleep in the' 
fields for the future till we came to Selin- 
ginlky ; for, altho’ the nights were fome- 
what cold and frofty, the weather was dry 
and pleafant. 

Next day, having got frefh horfes, we 
proceeded on our journey. Nothing of 
moment occurred till the third of Aprils 
when we arrived, before noon, on the 
banks of the river Tola. It was now nine¬ 
teen days fince we left our baggage, during 

which 
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which time we rode very hard, changing 
horfes generally three or four times a-day ; 
and this was the firft running water we had 
feen. I cannot help taking notice of the 
pleafure that appeared in every face at the 
light of this ftream ; and I need not men¬ 
tion how chearfully we regaled ourfelves 
on this occafion. For my own part, I 
thought the mod delicious wines of Ifpa- 
han and Thiras not worthy to be compared 
to this limple element, fo little prized by 
thofe who enjoy it in plenty. Our bread 
was all fpent fome days before j however, 
we had ftill fome mutton, with which we 
had been fupplied, from time to time, du¬ 
ring our journey. All this time we obfer- 
ved no road ; but kept moftly about one, 
or fometimes two days journey to the 
northward of our former route. The great- 
eft danger attending this way of travelling, 
arofe from the arrows which the Mongalls 
had fet in ftrong bent bows, covered with 
faud; for killing antelopes. One of our 
horfes happened to tread on one of thefe 

bows j 
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bows; the arrow immediately flew our* 
and, moft fortunately, hit the ftirrup iron* 
otherwife the horfe or rider would have 
been killed upon the fpot. We had, in¬ 
deed, guides to condu& us from place to 
place; but they were unacquainted with 
any fnares laid beyond their own bounds. 

This day, about noon, fome Mongalls 
unluckily fet fire to the long grafs before 
us, which, by means of a ftrong wind, 
foon fpread to a great diftance. We im¬ 
mediately retired to the top of a neigh¬ 
bouring hill, (for now the grounds begin 
to rife, and the foil is much better near the 
river), and, fetting fire to the grafs around 
us, travelled near a mile in a difmal cloud 
of fmoke. Some of our people who were 
behind us, and unprovided with flints, 
were put to hard fhift6, having their hair 
and cloaths all finged. We forded the 
Tola in pretty deep water, and continued 
our journey through pleafant valleys, be¬ 
tween gently rifing hills, fome of whofe 

Vol. 11. X tops 
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tops were adorned 'with Woods, which 
looked as if planted by art. 

Nothing worth mentioning occurred till 
the morning of the 6th of April, when we 
reached the river Iro, but found the ford fo 
frozen! that we could not ride it. As our 
provifions were now nearly all fpent, and 
we were quite tired of lying in the o« 
pen air, we wanted to pafs the river at any 
' rate. After long feareh for a ford, we at 
taft found a place dear of ice, but excef- 
fively deep. We immediately dripped 
off our cloaths, mounted our horfes, and 
fwarfi acrofs the river, which was at this 
place about forty yards broad. After get¬ 
ting all fafe to the other fide, we lighted a 
great fire of flicks to dry and warm our- 
felves, and then fet forward to the rivulet 
Saratzyn, the boundary between the Ruf¬ 
fian and Chinefe territories, which we 
reached in the evening. From the Tola 
to this place we had feen no inhabitants, 
but here we found a few Mongalls, fub- 

jeds 
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je&s of Ruffia, who hofpitably entertained 
us with fuch fare as the place afforded* 

The 7th, we fet out early, and at noon 
came to a zimovey, (a Tingle houfe built 
for the accommodation of travellers', in¬ 
habited by a Ruffian* who entertained us 
with good bread, and other homely fare. 
After a fliort ftay we mounted, and at night 
came to another of thefe houfes, belonging 
to the commiflary, Mr Stepnikoff, of the 
caravan, where we were well provided 
with necefiary accommodations. 

Next day, we arrived in good health at 
the town of Selinginlky; and all of us had 
good reafon to return our raoft grateful 
thanks to the Almighty Difpofer of all 
events, who conduced us fafe through fo 
many dangers, without the lead accident 
befalling any of our company. 

The 12th, the ambaffador having made 
the conductor an handfome prefent, and 
thanked him for his trouble and obliging 
behaviour, that gentleman took leave, and 
returned to China. 

Next 
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Next day, we fet out on horfeback for 
Irkut&y. We lodged every night in vil¬ 
lages till the 16th, whep we arrived at the 
Poflolfky monaftery, fituated on the fouth 
fliore of the Bay kail Sea, as formerly ob- 
ferved. The fuperior received and enter- 
t tained us with great hofpitality, and fur- 
pilhed us horfes and fledges for palling the 
fea upon the ice, which we found perfectly 
firm, though the people on the fouth Ihoxe 
Were plowing and fowing their oats. 

April 7th, having taken leave of tfie 
monks, we placed ourfelves in the fledges, 
apd drove along a path-way upon the ice. 
We found feveial large gaps in the ice, 
which run lor many miles acrofp the fea, 
and are generally from two to five or fix 
feet wide. 1 hefe we pafled on long 
boards, which we were obliged to carry 4- 
long v\ ith us for that purpofe. 1 hey are 
made, I conje&ure, by the air, which being 
pent up under the ice, burfts out through 
^rtures.' 1 obferved alfo a number 
1 Holes, which are made by the 

fea Is, 
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feals, who come thither for breath and to 
balk themfelve8 in the fun. Thefe circum*. 
dances render travelling on the ice ex*- 
tremely dangerous, except in day-light, 
and clear weather. Towards evening, the 
ambaffador apd myfelf, being provided 
with light fledges, put on at a great rate, in 
order to get in with the Ihore before night. 
This we,happily accomplifhed, and arrived 
at a filherman’s houfe, near the mouth of 
the Angara; where we found a warm 
room, and a boar’s head, hot from the 
oven, for fupper. But, a little before fun- 
fet, a thick fog arofe to the weftward, ac¬ 
companied with terrible thick drifts of 
fnow, which foon covered the road upon 
the ice, and filled every gap and hole. Our 
poor people, who had not yet reached the 
land, were caught in the ftorm, forced to 
flop Ihort, and lie on the ice all night, 
' with their horfes and carriages. We had, 
ipdred, defpatched the fifhermen to condu& 
them to the Ihore j but the fnow continu¬ 
ing to fall very thick, they returned with¬ 
out 
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out being able to find them. This difap- 
pointment created in us fome uneafinefs ; 
but there was no remedy. We were obli¬ 
ged to wait patiently till the morning, when 
they arrived in a very diftrefled condition, 
half dead with cold and wet. However, 

s 

by proper accommodation, and fome warm 
liquor, they foon recovered. Next day, 
we fent back the fledges to the monaftery ; 
and, after our people had refrefhed them- 
felves with a little fleep, about noon, we 
mounted, and proceeded about four miles, 
to the fmall chapel of St Nicolas. We had 
now palled all the catara&s, and there was 
no ice to be feen in the river ; we imme¬ 
diately, therefore, got boats and rowed 
down the dream. In the evening, we put 
alhore at a fmall village, where we lodged, 
and were plentifully provided with variety 
of excellent frefh fifh for fupper. 

The 19th, in the morning, we went a- 
gain on board ; and, about two in the af¬ 
ternoon, landed at Irkutfky, and dined with 
our old friend, Mr Rakitin, the comman¬ 
dant, 
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dint, who met us on the river, about two 
hours before we landed. Some days after 
our arrival, Mr Ifmayloff was feized with a 
fever, which went off in a few days, with¬ 
out any bad confequences. We waited 
here for our baggage, which did not arrive 
till the fecond of July. During this time, 
little remarkable happened. We diverted 
ourfelves with hunting and filhing ; and, 
though we lived much at our eafe, the time 
grew tedious, and we wanted much to be 
gone. 

About the loth of May, the ice began 
to break up in the Baykall, and continued 
floating down the river, for fome days, in 
great ihoals. The weather was very hot 
before the ice came down ; but when this 
happened, an alteration was fenfibly felt; 
for the air about the Tides of the river be¬ 
came extremely chilly. A final! part only 
of the ice, about the mouth of the Angara, 
floats down that river ; the reft, being fcatr 
tered along the ihore by the winds, is melt¬ 
ed down as the ieafon advances. This is 

accounted 
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accounted the moft unhealthy feafon of 
the year j as people, notwithftanding all 
poflible precautions, are very apt to catch 
cold. I have already made fome remarks 
on Irkutfky, and the country adjacent; I 
fhall therefore only add, that, in fummer, 
which is very hot, the country is much 
peftered with fwarms of mulkitoes and 
large gnats, which are fo troublefome, that 
thofe who have occaficm to go into the 
fields are obliged ; to wear nets of horfe 
hair, to defend their faces from the attacks 
of thefe infedts. 

July 2d, the barks arrived fafe from Se- 
linginlky, with our people and baggage. 
They told us many difmal ftories of the 
hardlhips they had fuffered in palling the 
defert; but, on comparing notes, the dif¬ 
ference was not great between their mif- 
fortunes and our own. 

After our people had refted a few days, 
and neceflaries were procured for the voy¬ 
age, on the 5th they flioved off, and rowed 
down the Angara. The ambaflador, my- 

felf. 
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felf, and two fervants, (laid behind, in or¬ 
der to proceed in a (mall (hallop, which 
had a little cabin in the (lern, and was row¬ 
ed with ten oars. The commandant cau- 
fed it to be built for our ufe ; and as it fail¬ 
ed quickly, and was rawed by our own 
men, we could purfue the voyage at plea- 
fure, without being confined to attend up¬ 
on the heavy barks. 

The 7th, we went on (board, accompa¬ 
nied by the commandant,* and feveral other 
gentlemen, and fell down the river to a 
monallery in the neighbourhood, where 
we were invited to dine with the fuperior, 
who made us a grand entertainment of ex¬ 
cellent fi(h, and furnilhed us befides tyith 
(lore of provifions for our voyage* In the 
evening we took leave of the ibbot, and 
the reft of our friends j and, being aftifted 
by a rapid current, went dofrn the ri¬ 
ver at a great rate. At night we put afhore, 
and took up our quarters in a village* 

• As little of importance occurred during 
the progrefs of our voyage, I need not be 
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particular in defcribmg it. The banks of 
the river cm both Tides are pleafant and 
fruitful, and beautifully diverfified with 
tall woods, villages, and corn-fields; and 
we found every where great abundance of 
fiih. But what renders this fine country 
extremely difagreeable, is the fwarms of 
mufkitoes with which every part of it is 
infefled. The gnats, about Ifrmfky in par¬ 
ticular, are of a much larger fize, and are 
reckoned more venomous than any in Si¬ 
beria ; but have this good quality, that 
they never enter houfes as the mufkitoes 
do. The Tongufes, when they are angry 
with any perfon, wifh that an Ilimfky gnat 
may fting him. This may appear but a 
flight punifhment, but it marks the charac¬ 
ter of thefe fimple people. 

The 9th, we failed the whole day, with 
a fair wind and ftrong current, and, in the 
evening, overtook our barks. Next day, 
we came to a great cataraft, called Padufl 
from the fteepnefs of the fall. This fall 
we paired fafely, as there was water enough 

Upofl 
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upon the rocks for our veflels. The next 
catarad we met with, which, from its great 
length* is called Dolgoy, was reckoned 
more dangerous ; for, beildes .the length 
and deepnefs of the paflage, it was ex¬ 
tremely crooked, winding from one fide to 
another by turns, among rocks and great 
ftones. In palling thefe cataracts, the pilot 
fits upon the bow of the veflel, and makes 
figns with his cap to the people at the 
. helm which way to fleer j for the waters, 
dalhing againfl the rocks and great ftones, 
make fuch an hideous noife, that not a 
Angle articulate found can be heard. The 
oars, befides, muft be plied very hard, in 
order to prevent the veflel from running 
to either fide ; for, if once (he touches the 
rocks, all the goods muft infallibly be loft, 
and, perhaps, the men’s lives; of which 
difafters there are many examples. 

The nth, we pafled another catarad, 
called Shamanlky, which is reckoned the 
moft dangerous of them all, the channel 
being very narrow and crooked. Some of 

our 
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our company chofe to walk along the 
banks, rather than run the rifk of paffing 
by water : But they repented of their refo- 
lution ; for they were obliged to fcramble 
# • over rocks, and through thickets, where 
they faw many vipers, and other venomous 
creatures. We (topped, at the bottom of 
the fall, to take them on boardj and re- 
frefh our rowers. As the ambaffador Raid 
on board, I remained along with him. 

Befides thefe three great catara&s, there 
are many Idler ones, called by the coun¬ 
try people Shivers j but, as the palling 
them is attended with little danger, I make 
no mention of them. 

It is furprifing that loaded veflels (hould 
pafs thefe falls againft the ftream. They 
are commonly warped up by means of 
t flreng anchors and cables, and on the 
goodnefs of the tackle all depends ; for 
(hould it chance to give way, all is loft. 
This is,a laborious piece of work, though 
no r very coflly in thefe parrs; and the na¬ 
vigation of this liver is attended with no 

other 
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other inconvenience, except that of ftriking 
againft flumps of trees hid under the wa¬ 
ter. 

The 14th, we left the Angara, and en¬ 
tered the Tongufky, a mighty dream, 
formed by the Angara, and another fmall 
river called Elim, The Tongufky points 
to the northward of the weft, and is well 
ftored with excellent fiih. 

We went afhore this day at a little vil¬ 
lage called Seeza, fituated on a high bank 
of the Tongufky. Here we were met by 
our old acquaintance General Kanifer, who 
came from Elimfky to fee Mr Ifmayloff. I 
took notice before of having feen this gem. 
tleman in our journey eaftward. We def- 
patchcd our barks, and (laid with him two 
days. After which we proceeded down 
the river, and he returned to Elimfky by 
water, attended only by his own fervants; 
for, though he was a prifoner, he had li¬ 
berty to go where he pleafed, as an efcape 
was impracticable in fuch remote parts. 

The 
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The 17th, we fet fail with an easterly 
wind, and a ftrong current* which carried 
Us along with great velocity. We palled 
many villages, and Tome Tongufian huts, 
upon the banks, to which we made feveral 
vilits. We found the men generally em¬ 
ployed in fifhing in their little canoes* and 
the women in looking after their children 
and rein-deer, which, at this feafon, lie 
near the huts,, becaufe the gnats will not 
fuffer them to ftay in the woods. In order 
to banilh thefe troublefome vermin, they 
light fires all around the place of their a- 
bode ; and the infeds, unable to endure the 
fmoke, immediately fly off. For the fame 
reafon, no perfon ftirs abroad without car¬ 
rying in his hand a fmall earthen pot filled 
with fmoking coals. The canoes Ikim up¬ 
on the water very fwiftly, but the leaft 
touch of an unfkilful hand overfets them* 
The Tongufe places himfelf on bis knees, 
ip the middle of his boat, keeping it as 
even balanced as polfible ; and, with a lit¬ 
tle paddle only, ventures to crofs the great- 
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eft rivers. I have feen them haul to the 
fide a fturgeon of great weight. When a 
Tongule wants to go from one river to 
another, acrofs a neck of land, he takes his 
boat upon his back, and carries it whither 
he pleafes. 

The 19th, we were overtaken wirh fuch 
a heavy fihower of rain, in the middle of 
the river, that, before we could reach the 
bank, our boat was half full, notwithftand- 
ing all hands were employed in rowing, or 
fcooping out the .water. However, after 
much labour and difficulty, we at laft got 
to land, wet to the fkin ; and, what was 
much Worfe, all our bedding thoroughly 
drenched in water. After we had hauled 
up our boat, and faftened it to a tree, we 
went into, a thick wood, and kindled a 
great fire to warm and dry ourfelves ; but, 
the rain being abated, a violent ftorm of 
wind arofe from* north-weft, fo that we 
were forced to remain all night in this dif. 
mal place, at a great diftance from any 

village 
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village. In this condition we lay, round a 
great fire, till next morning. 

The 20th, early in the morning, we left 
the woods, went on board our boat, and 
proceeded down the river. About noon, 
we reached a village, on the right hand, 
where we halted fome hours to refreih our- 
felves, and dry qur cloths. In the even¬ 
ing, we puthed off again, and came to an¬ 
other village, where we lodged. On this 
river are great number of water-fowl, of 
different kinds, which come hither to hatch 
their young in fummer, and fly off, to the 
fouth, at the approach of winter. I obser¬ 
ved alfo a large fowl, of a grayilh colour, 
about the fize of a kite ; after it has ho¬ 
vered for fome time upon the wing, if It 
fpies a fifh in the water, it ftoops fuddenly, 
•ftrikes its prey, and even dives below water 
•to catch it j after which, it flies to the 
tank, and eats it. 

There are alfo wild goats upon the rocks 
along the Shore. They are very large anr- 
mals, with long and thick horns. Their 
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ftaggy coat is brownifti, having a black 
ridge down the back. They have long 
beards> like common goats, but are twice 
as large. It is furprifing to lee them leap 
from one rock to another. They go in 
pairs about this feafon ; but, towards win¬ 
ter, retire in herds to the fouth. On the 
hills, and in the woods, are all forts of 
game, and wild beads, natural to the cli¬ 
mate* 

The 21 ft, we overtook our barks, and 
kept in company with them till night, 
when we arrived at a village, where we 
lodged. In this river are many iflands, 
feme of which are very large, aud others 
iurrounded with high rocky ft)ores. Moft 
of them are covered with tall birch and 
pine-trees, fit for mafts to the largeft flups, 
and form a beautiful profped. We had no 
need to go afhore it; order to feek fport, as 
we found plenty of wild-ducks, and other 
water-fowl, wherever we came. As to 
frefla fiflr, we had more of them, in every 
village, than we could confume. 

. Yol. II. Z The 
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The two following days we continued 
our voyage, without meeting with any 
thing worth mentioning, and, on the mor¬ 
ning of the 24th, arrived at the conflux of 
the rivers Yen i fey and Tongufky, where 
the latter lofes its name, and, both joined, 
retain the name of Yenifey. The Yenifey 
falls into the Tongufky from the fouth, 
and its courfe is then turned northward by 
the current of the other, which, in my o- 
pinion, is the larger of the two. It is ob- 
ferved, that the Yenifey does not afford 
fuch plenty of fi!h, nor fo good of their 
kinds, as the other rivers of this country. 
Thefe two rivers joined form a mighty 
ftream, among the greateft in the world. I 
think it larger than the Volga at Aftra* 
chan. It continues its courfe to the north- 
weft, daily augmented by other confider* 
able rivers, till it falls into the Icy Sea. 

In the evening, we arrived at the town 
of Yenifeyfky, where we were met by our 
friend Mr Becklimifhoff, the commandant, 
who conduced us firft to our lodgings, and 
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then to his own houfe to flipper. Out 
barks alio arriving in the evening* the 
whole company met again at this place* pot 
a little happy at having fafely pafled the 
water-falls, and cfcaped the dangers to 
which we had already been expo fed, tho* 
we were Hill above a thoufand league! 
from the end of our journey. 

As we had no time to lofe, pur baggage 
was landed next day, and the barks dift 
charged. The packing the baggage fat 
land-carriage took up two days ; after 
which it was tranfported to a place called 
Makofsky, on the river Keaf, where k was 
again put on board other barks, which lay 
ready for that purpofe. The road lies to 
the weftward, moftly through thick and 
dark woods; in dry weather k is tolerably 
good ; but, in heavy autumnal rains, featcO 
paffable. We (laid at Yenifeyfky* through 
the perfuafion of our hofpitabie landlord, 
the commandant, till we heard all was rea* 
dy at Makofsky* 

Ha* 
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Having formerly mentioned the pleafarit 
fituation of Ye ni fey iky, and the fertility of 
the foil about it, I fhall only add, that the 
harveft at this place was already far ad¬ 
vanced, the barley being all reaped, and the 
people at work in cutting their oats. This 
feems very early, in a climate fo far to the 
north, and mud proceed from the heat of 
the fiimmer, and the foil being fertilized 
by the nitrous particles of the fnow, which 
lies fo long upon the ground. . 

Auguft 2d, we left Yenifeyfky on horfe- 
back, accompanied by the commandant, 
who itaki with us ali night, at a village a* 
bout ten miles from town. Next morning, 
we took leave of our friend, and proceeded 
to Makofsky, where we arrived in the e* 
vening, and found the barks ready waiting 
for us. 

The 4th, early in' the morning, we went 
on board, and, pufhing off from the fhore, 
rowed down the river Keat. The water 
being fhallow, we made hut little way the 

firft day j but; as we advanced, it increafed 
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daily, by tivcrs apd brooks front both; fide*, 
Before we left Makofsky, we laid in pro- 
vifions for, three weeks, in which time wfc 
computed we ; would enter the Oby ; for, 
during this long, navigation, there is not a 
fingle houfe nor village to be fecn, except 
dne religious houfe, poffefied by three or 
four monks, refembling more an hermi¬ 
tage than a monaftery. - •• : 

The Keat is really a moil difmal river. 
It is not above the flight of an arrow broad, 
and fo overihadowed with tall trees, that 
you can fcarce fee the fun. The banks are 
a perfect wildernefs, and fo' entangled with 
bufhes, that no creature-can pafs along 
them but wild beafts; with which thefe 
woods greatly abound. Near the edge of 
the river, we found great quantities of black 
currants upon the buflves, the largeft and 
bed I ever faw. 1 was told the bears feed 
much on this fruit. 

The river Keat takes its rife from a lake 
at a fmall diftance from the Yenifey j and, 
were a canal cut between them, which 

might 
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might eafily be done, there would be a pat 
fagc by water from Verehaturia to the bor¬ 
ders of China* But hie Czarifh Majefty 
was at this time employed in woifcs of the 

m 

feme nature, of much greater importance 
to hie country. 

The Keat runs in a croaked channel* 
punting, in general, to the weft. The hot* 
tom is ouzy, and fometiraee fandy. The 
barks, at firft, run often a-ground on the 
find-banks, and the people were obliged 
to get into the water, and heave them 
by main force, with levers mid fating 
poles ; betides thefe little inconveniencies, 
we were molefted with gnats and mufla- 
tces, in Air confined place, more than we 
had formerly been in any part of our jour¬ 
ney. They were not, indeed, fo numerous 
as they had been in the heat of fummer; 
for the nights began to be cold, and the 
wind northerly. However, no wind could 
reach us in this clofe place ; and I « TeD 
wifhed myfelf in the dcfert again, where I 
might breathe the firelh air* In ftort, the 

appear- 
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appearance of this place put me in mind of 
the defcriptionsgiven by the Poets of the 
river Styx. 

During our tedious voyage down the 
dark Keat, our only diverfion and exerctfe 
was (hooting wild-ducks. One day, Mr 
Ifmayioff and myfelf went down the rimer, 
in a fmall canoe, rowed by two foldiers, at 
fome diftance before the barks. We met 
with a large flock of ducks, which fwam 
up a narrow creek, in order to avoid us # 
We failed a little way after them ; and, in 
the mean time, our barks palled us, and 
continued before us till night, (fill imagin¬ 
ing they had not overtaken us. This day’s 
fjjort coft us dear j for, our rowers being 
quite fatigued, we were obliged to relieve 
them, and row in our turns, till at lad we 
came up with the barks, both hungry and 
tired. To make fome amends, we had a 
good dilh of wild-ducks for fupper. 

The 20th, we met with two Ofteacks in 
their canoes, who had come from the river 
Oby. to catch filh, and kill ducks, and had 

their 
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their fifhing tackle and bows and arrows *- 
long with them. W e were glad to fee any 
human creature. We called them on board, 
and they willingly (laid with us till we en¬ 
tered the Oby, and fupplied us with plenty 
of filh and wild-fowl. Thefc were the firft 
of the tribe of the Ofteaks I had feen. I 
fhall give fome account of them when l 
defcribe our voyage down that river, on 
therbanks of which they have their habita¬ 
tions. 

1 formerly mentioned the great abun¬ 
dance of black currants growing on the 
banks of the Keat. We found them an 
excellent and wholefome fruit; many of 
our people eat great quantities of them 
without the leaft bad effed. 

After a tedious voyage, with little varie¬ 
ty, we arrived on the 28th at a village call¬ 
ed Ketfkoy, a few miles diftant from the 
Oby. After procuring, at this place, what 
necefiaries we wanted, and refrelhing our- 
felves a few hours, we continued our voy¬ 
age, making what way we poffibly could, 

' for 
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for fear of being frozen up, near fome de- 
. fert place on the Oby, before we came to 
Tobolfky, where we intended to land. We 
had no rain all the time we were upon the 
Keat j which was a lucky circumftance, as 
our oars were upon deck. Had our barks 
drawn only about eighteen inches water, as 
was intended, we (hould not have been a- 
bove fourteen days on this river, and there¬ 
by faved much time and labour ; but, co¬ 
ming from China, every perfon in the reti¬ 
nue had a little, which overloaded the vef- 
fels, and retarded their progrefs. The next 
day, we entered the famous river Oby, 
which, from its breadth and depth of wa¬ 
ter, appears at leaft equal to the Volga of 
Yenifey, and could carry (hips of confider- 
able burden. 

The 30th, we reached the firft town up¬ 
on the Oby, called Narim, fituated on the 
north bank, about a gun-fhot from the ri¬ 
ver, and a few miles from the mouth of 
the Keat. It commands a fine profpedt, 
up and down the river, and of the woods 
Vol. II. A a to 
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to the fouth. Near the town, are a few 
corn-fields, and garden-grounds, abound¬ 
ing with greens and roots. This place 
has a finall fortrefs, governed by a com : 
mandant. The inhabitants are generally 
dealers in furs, which they buy from the 
Ofteacks j and either carry them them- 
felves to the borders of China, where they 
are exchanged for the commodities of that 
nation, or difpofe of them to merchants 
going thither* 

The 31ft, we dined with the comman¬ 
dant, and fpent the reft of the day in ’ 
laying in a flock of provlfions. We found, ' 
at this place, plenty of fine fifh, particularly 
fterlet, fturgeon, and muckfoon, and many 
more, too tedious to mention. The laft is 
peculiar to the Oby and Irtifh. 

Here I met with Mr Borlutt, a native of 
Flanders, who had been a Major in the 
Swedifh fervice, and fent to this place a 
prifoner of war. He was a very ingenious 
-gentleman, and had a particular turn for 
mechanics. The commandant treated 

him 
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him more like a friend than a prifoner; 
which, indeed, was the cafe of moil of 
thofe unfortunate gentlemen whom the 
fate of war had fent to this country. His 
CzariOi Majefty, well confidering their cir- 
cumftances, fent them to a plentiful coun¬ 
try, where they could live at their eafe, till 
peace was reftored. 

September ift, having provided our- 
felves with neceflaries, and got new row¬ 
ers, our former ones returning to Yeni- 
feyfky, from whence they came, in the e- 
vening we went again on board, and, put¬ 
ting off in fine calm weatheri rowed down 
the Oby at a great rate ; our courfe being 
much favoured by the rapidity of the cur¬ 
rent. YVe pafled feveral villages, and a 
little monaftcry called Troytza. The banks 
to the north are pretty high, but to the 
fouth flat; by which means, on the melting 
of the fnow in the fpring, they are over¬ 
flowed to a great extent. The river runs 
towards to the north-weft, with little va¬ 
riation. We continued our voyage night 
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2nd day, except in great darknefs, or a gale 
of contrary wind, when we were obliged 
to lie by in fome creek. 

The Ofteacks I mentioned above differ 
from all the other tribes of natives in Si¬ 
beria, both in complexion and language. 
Many of them are fair, refembling the 
people of Finland ; and they have many 
Finnifh words in their language. Their 
manner of life is nearly the fame with that 
of the Tongufe, who border with them to 
the eaftward. In fummer, they live in the 
woods, in huts covered with birchen bark. 
In winter, they dig pits, acrofs which they 
lay flakes, above them fpread earth to keep 
them warm. They have a fire in the 
middle, and a hole in the roof to let out 
the fmoke. During this feafon they live 
chiefly on fifli, dried and fmoked, wild¬ 
fowl, or what elfe they catch in hunting. 
Many of them are flout fellows, fit for any 
fervice. Two of them, with their bows 
and arrows, a fhort fpear, and a little dog, 
will attack the greateft bear. They are 

dexr 
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dexterous archers, and fiffiermen. We had 
always a number of them in canoes round 
our barks, who fupplied us with plenty of 
fi(h and wild-fowl, of various forts, at an 
eafy rate. Give them only a little tobacco, 
and a dram of brandy, and they afk no 
more, not knowing the ufe of money. 

The Ofteaks, though a favage people in 
their manner of life, are far from being 
barbarous ; for a fingle Ruffian will travel 
about all their abodes, in order to.purchafc 
furs, without fear of any viplence. They 
are alfo remarkable for their honefty ; and 
the fmall tribute of furs, which they pay 
annually to his Czariffi Majefty, they bring 
pun&ually to the place appointed. 

In fummer, they wear nothing but coats 
and ffiort drawers, made of fiffi-fkins, dreffi- 
ed after their fafhion ; but, in winter, are 
clothed with (kins of deer, and other wild 
beads. 

They have no cattle except rain-deer 
which fupply their children with milk ; 

and 
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and are, befides, of great fervice to them on 
many accounts. 

As to their religion, they are ignorant 
heathens, like the reftof the natives of Sibe¬ 
ria. They have many both male and female 
Jhamans, who are in great efteem among 
them. Thefe £hamans have many fmall ima¬ 
ges,or ratherblocks of wood, rudely cut with 
a knife or hatchet, reprefenting a human 
figure, drefled up in rags of various co¬ 
lours, by which they pretend to foretel 
future events, fuch as the good or bad luck 
of thofe that go a-hunting. But thefe are 
no better than others of the fame fpecies, 
already mentioned, who impofe on the ig¬ 
norance or credulity of their neighbours. 

From what I have now and formerly 
faid concerning thefe poor favage tribes, it 
will appear that they are involved in the 
moft profound ignorance. Their manners 
are fo rude, and minds uncultivated, that 
many of them feem ftupid, and altogether 
ynmindful of any thing beyond their pre- 
fent employment. I have, however, met 
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with men of reflection among them, who 
agreed with the reft of mankind, in ac¬ 
knowledging one great Almighty Creator 
of this world, and of every thing elfe. 

The Archbifliop of ToboHky has of late 
baptifed many of the Ofteaks, and other 
natives, in a tour he made through Siberia 
with that view ; and it is to be hoped his 
fucceflors will follow his laudable example. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Our arrival at the town of Surgute, 
our journey thence to Mofco , fome 
account of the creature called mam¬ 
mon, &c. 


A FTER a voyage of ten days from the 
town of Nariniy during which little 
remarkable happened, we arrived, on the 
1 ith of September, at another town, called 
Surgute, fituated on the north bank of the 
Oby, and defended by a fmall fort. The 
inhabitants, like the people of Narim, are 
moftly traders in furs. The adjacent coun¬ 
try, on both fides of the river, is over¬ 
grown with dark and tall woods* where 

there 
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there is no cultivated ground, except a few 
gardens. Bread is got at a fmall charge* 
by water-carriage, from Tobolfky, and Or 
ther places on the river. Irtilh. 

In the banks of the ,Oby, about this 
place, are found great quantities of that 
kind of ivory called, in this countty, mam¬ 
mon’s horn. Some of it alfo is found on 
the banks of the Volga. Mammon’s horn 
refembles, in thape and fize, the teeth of A 
large elephant. The vulgar really imagine 
mammon to be a creature living in march¬ 
es, and under ground, and entertain many 
ftrange notions concerning it. The Tar¬ 
tars tell many fables of its having been 
feen alive. But to me it appears that this 
horn is the tooth of a large elephant. 
When, indeed, or how thefe teeth came fo 
far to the iiorthward, where no elephants 
can at prefent fubfift during the winter fea- 
fon, is what 1 am unable to determine. 
They are commonly found in the banks of 
rivers which have been wathed by floods. 
The commandant of this place had his 

Vol. II. B b entry 


Digitized by VjOOQlC 



172 »* 


194 A JOURNEY 

entry ornamented with feveral very large 
ones, and made me a prefent of one of 
them. 

I have been told by Tartars in the Ba- 
raba, that they have feen this creature, call¬ 
ed Mammon, at the dawn of day, near 
lakes and rivers ; but that, on difeovering 
them, the mammon immediately tumbles 
into the water, and never appears in the 
day-time. They (ay it is about the fixe of 
a large elephant, with a monftrous large 
head and horns, with which he makes hit 
way in marihy places, and under ground, 
where he conceals himfelf till night. I 
only mention thefe things as the reports of 
a fuperftitious and ignorant people. 

I have obferved, in moft of the towns 
we patted, between Tobolfky and Yene- 
fiefky, many of thefe mammons horns, fo 
called by the natives ; fome of them very 
entire and frelh, like the bed: ivory, in e- 
very circumftance, excepting only the co¬ 
lour, which was of a yellowifh hue ; others 
of them mouldered away at the ends, and, 

when 
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when fawn afunder, prettily clouded. The 
people make fnuff-boxes, combs, and di¬ 
vers forts of turnery ware, of them. 

They are found in the banks of all the 
great rivers in Siberia, weftward of len- 
coulky, when the floods have waflied down 
the banks, - by the melting of the fnow in 
the fpring. I have feen of them weighing 
above one hundred pounds Englilh. (1 
brought a large tooth, or mammon’s horn, 
with me to England, and prefented it to 
my worthy friend Sir Hans Sloane, who 
gave it a place in his celebrated mufeum ; 
and was of opinion alfo that it was the 
tpoth of an elephant. This tooth was 
found in the river Oby, at a place called 
Surgute). 

The 12th, after we had been fupplied- 
with a frefli flock of provifions, and frefli 
rpwers, we proceeded towards the next 
ftage, called Samarofsky-Yamm, near the \ 

conflux of the Oby and Irtish, The wind 
bping contrary, we made but flow progrefs. 

The near approach of winter, which uflir 
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ally begins about the firft of October, made- 
us haften forward as faft as poffible. 

Next day, the wind being eafterly, we 
hoifted our fails, and run along at a great 
rate ; and, the 14th, arrived at a fnall 
village 09 the north (hore. The fouth bank 
Rill continued low and fiat. At this vil¬ 
lage we faw great quantities of wild geefe, 
picked, and fmoked, and hung in (hades, 
for winter provifions. We had fome of 
them drefied ; but l cannot much praife 
them for agreeable food. The people of 
this place catch vaft numbers of them in 
day-nets, more on account of the down 
and feathers, than of their fleth, which H 
but of fmall value. We let our barks pro¬ 
ceed, and detained a boat to follow them, 
as foon as we had feen the method of 
catching the wild geefe. The fporrfmertf 
conduced us into a fpacious open plain, 
encompafied with wood and water. Here 
he had his large nets, with wide mafiies 
fpread, and a fnall hut, made of greed 
branches, to tonceal himfelf. Upon the 
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graft were Scattered about a feore of geefe- 
ikins fluffed, fome of them (landings others 
fitting, in natural poftures. As foon as he 
fees a flock flying over his head, he calls, 
\trith a bit of birchen bark in his mouth, 
exactly like the wild geefe. On hearing' 
the call* they take a turn round, and then 
alight among the fluffed fkins; which being 
perceived by the fportfman, he immedi¬ 
ately draws a firing, and claps the nets ©- 
ver the whole flock, or as many of them 4s 
are within their reatih. The gcefe always 
alight and rife with their heads to the 
windward j to prevent, therefore, fitch as 
efbape the day-net from flying, off, he bad 
a deep long net, placed on tall (lender 
poles, to windward, which entangles great 
numbers in tbeir riling. I ant peHuaded 
this method might cafily be praltifed, in 
other parts of the world, to greater advan¬ 
tage ; though, I believe, there are no 
where fitch quantities of water-fowl, efpe* 
cially geefe of different kinds, as in thefe’ 
nprthern climates, where, fred from an¬ 
noyance, 


Digitized by Google 



*9* A JOURNEY 1721J 


noyance, they bring forth their young *- 
mong woods and lakes, and, at the ap- 
proach of winter, fly off to the Cafpian 
Sea, and other fouthera regions. 

There is here one fpecies of geefe, called . 
kazarky, of a fize lefs than the common 
wild goofe, having beautiful fcarlet fpots a* 
bout the head, and fome feathers of the 
fame colour in its: wings. Of this fort I 
faw great flocks about the Cafpian Sea in 
winter. Befides thefe, there are numbers 
of fwans, and all forts ot water-fowl, natu¬ 
ral to the climate. 

. The woods are ftored with game, and ▼a* 
rious forts of wild-fowl, particularly the 
coc-limoge, the heath-cock, and, feveral o- 
thers too tedious to mention. The manner 
in which the coc-limoge is caught by the 
Ofieacks is fomewhat curious. 

They make a paling, about four or five 
feet high, running from any wood, along a 
fandy bank, to the edge of the river, ha¬ 
ving the ftakes fet fo clofe, that the fowls 
cannot pafs between them. In this paling 

they 
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they leave openings, at certain diftances, 
large enough to afford a paflage for thefe 
birds ; and, rather than take the wing, the 
cock will feek a paflage from one end of 
the hedge to the other. In thefe openings 
are fet fprings, on bent branches, which, as 
foon as touched, fly up, and catch the 
fowl, either by the neck or feet. The Of- 
teacks brought us thefe, and other wild- 
fowl, in great plenty. 

The i jth, in fine weather, we continued 
our voyage, ufing our fails or oars, by 
turns, as circumftances obliged us. Little 
material happened till the 19th, in the e- 
, vening, when we left the Oby, and entered 
the river Irtiih ; and, night coming on, 
we put alhore, where we ftaid till next 
morning. On entering the Irtifli, we had 
a ftrong current againft our courfe, which 
had been down the ftream, in all the differ¬ 
ent rivers, from Selinginfky to this place. 

Before I proceed farther, I (hall take a 
view of the famous Oby. It is one of the 
largeft rivers in the world, and runs as long 
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4 courfe as any in Siberia, or perhaps in 
any other quarter of the globe. It rifes in 
the defert, feveral hundred miles Couth- 
ward of the Baraba; and is daily augment¬ 
ed, by many ftreams of different names, 
till it reaches a place called Belogarfky, 
where it takes the name of Oby, at the 
conflux of two large rivers, the Alley and 
the Tzaritt. Thefe rivers joined, form the 
Oby. The Oby fignifies both in the Ruf¬ 
fian language. But I am of opinion this 
river had that name long before Siberia was 
known to the Ruffians, as the natives dill 
give it that name. 

In going eadward, we pafled the Oby 
upon the ice, at a place called Tzaufky 
Oftrogue, where it made no great appear¬ 
ance, in comparifon of what it does after 
receiving the rivers Tom, Tzulim, Keat, 
Irtifh, and many others, when, indeed, it 
may be reckoned in the number of the 
larged rivet's in the world. It points ge¬ 
nerally to the north, with various wind¬ 
ings, till it meets the Keat, when it turns 

to 
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to the iwprth-weft ; and runs in that direc¬ 
tion many miles, till, meeting with the Ir- 
tifli, it turns fhort, in a rapid current, to¬ 
wards the pole, fwallowing up puny rivers 
and brooks in its courfe, and at lad, it d»f- 
charges itfelf into the Northern Ocean, at 
a great bay called Obikaya-Guba, or the 
Lips of the Oby. 

Few rivers in the world contain greater 
plenty and variety of fifli than the Oby, 
The banks to the fouth produce woods in 
abundance, interfperfed with corn-fields, and 
good pafturage. I have been informed, 
that in thefe parts are rich mines of copper 
and iron, and even filver. 

At the conflux of the Oby and Irtifh 
are feveral large iflands, and, farther north, 
feveral villages ; but only one town of any 
note, called Bergofa, fituated on the left 
hand. 

I may here obferve, that geographers 
generally agree, that a line drawn from the 
place where the river Tanais, now called 
Don, difeharges itfelf into the fea of Azof, 
Vol. II. G c or 
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or the Black Sea, to the mouth of the Oby, 
is the proper boundary betwixt Europe 
and Afia. 

The 20th, early in the morning, we 
fhoved off from the fhore, and made the 
beft of our way up the Irtifh. In the eve¬ 
ning, we reached Samarioffky-Yamm, 
where we lodged this night. 

Next day, having taken on board frefh 
labourers, and the wind being northerly, 
and very cold, we put off in hafte, hoifted 
fail, and went along at a great rate. The 
wind continuing from this point, was a 
certain fign that winter was at no great 
diftance, and that we might foon expert to 
be met by fhoals of floating ice. 

The 22d, the north wind ftill continued 
very ftrong, to our great joy : For, altho’ 
there are many villages on the Irtifh, we 
dreaded the being frozen up near fome 
defert place. 

Next day, there fell a little fnow, which 
foftened the coldnefs of the air; but, at 
the fame time, the wind unfortunately 

chopped 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



17.21. 


TO PEKIN. £63 

chopped about to the weftward, and re¬ 
tarded our progrefs. 

The 24th, we continued our voyage; 
and, next day, the wind again becoming 
northerly, we ufed our fails all that day 
and night. We proceeded, without any 
thing material happening, till the 29th, 
when we reached Demianfky, a town 
Handing on the eaftern bank. 

Next day* we fet out immediately, after 
taking in frefli rowers. The fields were 
now covered with fnow, and the froft fo 
ftrong, that the ice began to float in the 
river, and we expe&ed every day to be 
frozen up. , 

Thefe figns of approaching winter in¬ 
fluenced Mr Ifmayloff to leave the barks* 
to follow as fhould be poffible for them, 
while himfelf made the beft of his way to 
Tobolfky, ih a fmall boat. Accordingly, 
carrying me along with him, we immedi¬ 
ately fet out towards that place. 

O&ober the firft, we continued rowing 
along near the banks, and took in frefh 

rowers 
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rowers as occafion offered. The river was 
full of great fhoals of Ice, the froft ftrong, 
and much fnow. In the evening, we ar¬ 
rived, cold and wet, at a fmall village, 
where we lodged in a warm room, about 
fifty verft from Tobolfky. 

Next day, the river was fo covered with 
ice that we could proceed no farther in our 
boats ; but luckily, in the night, there fell 
fnow enough for fledges. We foon got 
horfes, and fuch open fledges as the place 
afforded, and, in the evening, arrived fafe 
at the city of Tobolfky. We went imme¬ 
diately to the palace • of "Prince Aleiifc 
Michaylovitz Cherkafky, the gOvernour, 
who was an intimate friend of the ambaf- 
jfador. This prince was much efteemed 
for his capacity, as well as his great probi¬ 
ty and honour. We fupped with him, and 
then retired to our lodgings; but could 
not avoid cortimiferating the fate of our 
fellow travellers, labouring with the ice, 
and afraid of being frozeh up every mi¬ 
nute. 
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The 3d, we lent fome foldiers to meet 
the bark6, and affift them in coming up the 
river. And on the 5th, they arrived fafe 
atTobolfky, where they were next day 
difcharged. 

Wc were obliged to ftay here for the fal¬ 
ling of the fnow, In order to proceed on 
fledges, the common method of travelling 
in winter. At this place we thought our- 
felves at home, having good lodgings, good 
company, and plenty of provifions, fo that 
we waited patiently for the fetting in of 
winter; befides, we had* now a frequented 
road, lying through a well inhabited coun¬ 
try, all the way to Mofco. 

During our ftay at Tobollky, I was 
informed, that a large troop of gipfies had 
been lately at that place, to the number of 
fixty and upwards, confiding of men, wo¬ 
men, and children. The Ruffians call 
thefe vagabonds tziggany. Their forry 
baggage was carried on horfes and affes* 
The arrival of fo many ftrangers being re¬ 
ported to Mr Petroff Solovoy, the vice- 

governour, 
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goverpour, he fent for iome of the chief of 
the gang, and demanded whither they were 
going ? they anfwered him, to China j up¬ 
on which he told them, he could not per- 
mit them to proceed any farther eaftward, 
as they had no pafiport, and ordered, them 
to return to the place whence they came. 
It feems thefe people had roamed, in finall 
parties, during the fummer feafon, crofs the 
▼aft countries between Poland and this 
place, fubftfting themfelves on,what they 
could find, and on felling trinkets, and tel¬ 
ling fortunes to the country people. But 
Tobollky, being the place of rendezvous, 
was the end of their-long journey eaft¬ 
ward ; and they, with no fmall regret, were 
obliged to turn their faces to the weft a- 
gain. r. - 

Before I.leave this new world, as it may 
be called, of Siberia, I think it well deferves 
a few general remarks, befides the particu¬ 
lars mentioned in my journal.. 

This vaft extent of eaftern, continent is 
bounded by Ruffia to the weft, by Great 

Tartary 
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Tartary to the fouth, on the eaft and north 
by the refpe£tive oceans; its circumference 
is not eafy to afcertain. Foreigners com¬ 
monly are terrified at the very name of Si¬ 
beria or Sibir, as it is fometimes calledj 
but, from what I have laid concerning it* 
I prefume it will be granted,, that it is by 
no means fo bad as is generally imagined; 
On the contrary, the country is really ex¬ 
cellent, and abounds with ?11 things necefi» 
fary for the ufe of man and beaft. There 
is no want of any thing, but people to cul¬ 
tivate a fruitful foil, well watered by many 
of the nobleft rivers in the world, and thefe 
ftored with variety of fuch fine fifhes, as 
are feldom found in other countries. As 
to fine woods, furnilhed with all forts of 
game and wild fowl, no country can exceed 
it. 

Siberia is generally plain, fometimes va¬ 
ried with rifing grounds, but contains no 
high mountains, and few hills, except to¬ 
wards the borders of China, where you find 
many pleafant hills and fruitful valleys. 

Con- 
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Confidering the extent of this country, 
and the many advantages it poflefles, I can* 
not help being of opinion, that it is fuffici- 
ent to contain all the nations in Europe, 
where they might enjoy a more comfort¬ 
able life than many of them do at prefent. 
For my part, I think, that, had a perfon his 
liberty and a few friends, there are few 
places where he could fpend life more agree¬ 
ably than in fome parts of Siberia. 

Towards the north, indeed, the winter is 
long, and extremely cold. There are alfo 
many dreary waftes, and deep woods, ter¬ 
minated only by great rivers, or the ocean j 
but thefe I would leave to the prefent in¬ 
habitants, the honeft Ofteaks and Tongufes, 
and others like them, where, free from 
ambition and avarice, they fpend their lives 
in peace and tranquillity* I am even per* 
fuaded, that thefe poor people would not 
change their fituation and manner of life, 
for the fineft climate, and all the riches of 
the eaft ; for I have often heard them fay, 
that God, who had placed them in this 

country, 
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country, knew what was bed for them, and 
they were fatisfied with their lot. 

During our day at Tobollky, a meflen- 
ger arrived from court, with the glad tid¬ 
ings of peace being concluded between his 
Gzarifh Majedy and the crown of Sweden, 
after a dedru&ive war, which had raged 
above twenty years.' This was very a- 
greeable news to every body, particularly 
to the officers who had remained fo long in 
captivity. The peace was proclaimed with 
firing of guns, and other rejoicings ufual 
on fuch occafions. 

November 18th, all the roads being now 
firm, and fit for fledges, we left Tobollky 
in a flrong frod. As we returned by the 
lame road we went to the eadward, which 
I have already defcribed, I lhall not repeat 
the particulars, but only name the towns 
through which we palled, viz. Tumeen, 
F.pantlhin, Verchaturia, and Solikamlky. 
The weather being exce(lively cold, we re¬ 
mained two days at this place. From 
thence we came to Kay-gorod, then to 
Vo-L. II. Dd Klinoffj 


Digitized by VjOOQlC 



310 


1721 . 


A JOURNEY 

fQinoff; from which, inftead of going to¬ 
wards Gazan, we proceeded ftraight through 
the woods towards the town of Nifhna- 
Novogorod, fituated at the conflux of the 
Volga and Ocka. This road is neareft, 
but very rough and narrow in many places, 
the country being overgrown with large 
tall woods, of different kinds, according to 
the nature of the foil. The principal in¬ 
habitants are the Tzeremifli, who afford 
but indifferent accommodation for travel¬ 
lers ; however, the people are very courte¬ 
ous and hofpitable. Among them are flut¬ 
tered a few Rufs villages, and a very few 
Rufs towns of fmall note j for which rea- 
fon, I fhall only mention the names pf fuch 
as lay in our road from Klinoff to Kufma- 
Damianlko, (which laft place is fituated on 
the eaft bank of the river Volga), viz. Bift- 
ritlky, a large village ; Orloff, a fmall 
town ; Yurieffky, a village ; Kotelnitzy, a 
fmall town j a village called Tzorno-Retz- 
ky ; a large village called Volkrefenlky; 
Yaranfky, a fmall town j Tzarevo-San- 

churlky^ 


Digitized by 



IJ2U 


TO PEKIN. 


211 


ehurfky, another fmall town ; Shumetrey* 
a village. Betides thefe, and Tome others* 
we palled through many villages, inhabit¬ 
ed by Tzeremifhian and Tzoowalhian Tar¬ 
tars, to mention which would be too tedi¬ 
ous. Thefe people, having deftroyed the 
woods about their villages, live much at 
their eafe, have plenty of corn and cattle* 
and great numbers of bee-hives, whereby 
they furnilh the markets with great quan¬ 
tities of honey and bees-wax. They alfo 
furnilhed us with changes of horfes when¬ 
ever we had occafion for them ; but their 
tackling of harnefs, &c. is fo bad, that 
much time was loft in accommodating 
them to our heavy carriages, fo that we! 
thought ourfelves happy when we met 
with Ruffian villages, which are far better 
provided in that refpedl, and more accuf- 
tomed to travelling than thofe poor people* 
who never go far from their own home. 

After a tedious journey, we came out 
of the woods to the Volga, and travelled 
along upon the ice* which, in fome places, 

was 
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was not very firm. In the evening we 
reached Nifhna-Novogorod, where we ftaid 
fome days to refrefli ourfelves, and kept our 
Chriftmas with the commandant. 

We proceeded again on the 28th, and 
little material happening, arrived fafe at the 
capital city of Mofco, on the 5 th day of 
January 1722, where we found his Czarifh 
Majefty, and all the court, who had lately 
arrived from St Peterfburgh, and prepara¬ 
tions were making for grand fire-works, 
triumphal arches, and other marks of joy, 
on account of the peace: With which I 
lhall conclude my journal. 
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I THINK it will not be unacceptable to 
the reader, if I fubjoin a lift of the 
places and diftances between St Peter {burgh 
and Pekin. They are as follows. 

It is to be noted, that the diftances be¬ 
tween St Peterfburgh and Tobolfky, in 
Siberia, are all meafured verfts, each verft 
being 500 Rufs fathoms, each fathom 
confiding of feven feet Englifh meafure; 
fo that a Ruffian verft meafures exa&ly 
1166 y yards. 


From St Peterfburgh 

Verfts. 

Yefhore 

35 

Toffinfky-Yam 

2 3 

Lubany 

26 

Chudova 

32 

Spafkoy Polifte 

25 

Podberezwa 

23 

Novogorod 

22 

Bronitza 

35 

Zaitfoff 

30 

Kriftitfkom 

3 1 

Carried over 

282 
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Brought over 

Verfts. 

382 

to Yazhetbeetfach 

39 

Zemnigorfkom 

n 

Edrovo 

22 

Koteloffky 

3 J 

Vifhny-Volotfhoke 

36 

Vidropufko 

33 

Torfhoke 

36 

. Medna 

33 

Tweer 

28 

Gorodna 

3 1 

Zavidova 

27 

Klinn 

27 

Pelhka 

3 ° 

Tfhorny Graz 

24 

City of Mofco 

28 

Novo-Derevenoy 

27 

Bunkovo . 

26 

Kyrzatfky 

29 

Lipnach 

28 

Undola 

1 7 

Volodimer 

22 

Carried over 

883 
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Brought over 

Verfts, 

883 

Selo-Sudogda 

34 

Mofhkach 

30 

Selo-Dratflievo 

26 

Murom 

3 ° 

Selo-Monachovo 

25 

Selo-Pagofty 

29 

Selo-Bogoroditzky 

39 

Nifhna-Novogorod 

28 

Zyminka 

25 

Selo-Tatintza 

3 1 

Belozerika 

35 

Fokina 

29 

Selo-Sumkach 

34 

Kofma-Damianfko 

20 

Bolfhoy Rutky 

10 

Kumea 

50 

Shumetrey 

30 

Zarevo- Santzurlky 

3 ° 

Potavinoy-Vrague 

47 

Yaranfkey 

29 

Selo-Vofkrefenfky 

34 

Parried oyer 

1528 
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Brought over 

Verfts. 

1528 

to Tfhorna-Retzka 

47 

Kotelnizy 

46 

Yurioflky 

20 

Or 1 off 

26 

Selo-Biftritz 

21 

Klinoff 

3 ° 

Siobodfky 

28 

Selo-Prokofieflky 

3 ° 

Selo-Solovetzkoy 

33 

Troitlka-monaftery 

22 

Kruto-Gorfky, 

*5 

Katharinfky- monafter y 

2J 

Tikoflky 

35 

Leonfky 

25 

Kay-Gorod 

35 

Reka-V olva 

34 

Korifh Retlka Berefoffky 25 

Selo-Yfinoffky 

3 ° 

Zezeffky 

*5 

Selo-Koflinlky 

3 6 

l.ogginoff 

3 2 

Carried over 

2148 
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Verfts. 


Brought over 

2148 

to Selo-Syrinfky 

28 

Nikonoff 

25 

Town of Sollikamfky 

3 ° 

Martinfkoy 

. 

Yanvey 

35 

Moltzanoff 

35 

From Moltzanoff to Verkuta- 

ria are five ftages, making 181 

thence to Saldinfkaya 

Po- 

goftia 

27 

to Maggnevoy 

46 

Fominoy 

28 

Babichinoy 

53 

Turinfky 

53 

Slattkoy 

50 

Selo- Rofhdefvinfky 

5 ° 

Tumeen 

5 1 

Sofsnovoy 

4 f 

Pokroflka-Slaboda 

3 * 

Hkinfkoy 

35 

Carried over 

2977 
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Verfts. 


Brought over 

*977 

Backfarino 

34 

Sheftakovo 

26 

Dechterevo 

39 

City of Tobolfky 

43 


3"9 


From St Peterfburgh to Mof- 


co - 734 

From Mofco to Kufma-Da- 
mianfko - 564 

From Kufma-Damianfko to 
Zarevo-Santzurfky - 120 

From Zarevo-Santzurlky to 
Sollikamfky - 813 

From Sollikamfky to Tobol- 
fky - 888 


3"9 

If 
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It will be obferved, that, in our journey 
outwards to China, we went by Cazan, 
which muft make the diftance we travel¬ 
led between St Peterfburgh and Tobolfky, 
more than the above (which is the ihorteft 
road) by at leaft 200 verfts. 

The route continued from ToboHky 
eaftward, down the river Irtifh, and up the 
rivers Oby and Keat by water. 

From ToboHky Verfts. 

to Samarioflky-Yamm 570 

the town of Surgute 262 

the town of Natlm 590 

the town of Makdflky 
up the river Keat 1480 

by land, to Yenifeyfky 92 

to EHnHky, along the 
river Tongufky 627 

to Irkutfky 450 

crofs the Baykall lake to 

3elinginlky 394 

/ 

to Saratzine, the boun- 
N dary between Ruffia 
and China 104 

Canted over 4569 
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Brought over 
to the river Tola 

45*>9 

467 

the wall of China, crofs 


the . Hungry Stepp, or 

Defert, 

1212 

the city of Pekin 

200 

? From Tobolfky to Pekin 

6448 

From St Peterfburgh to To¬ 


bolfky 

3"9 


" ; 95 6 7 

• * - ♦ # ’ 

N. B. The verfts between Tobolfky and 
Pekin are computed, which generally' ex¬ 
ceed the meafured verft; 

It will be noted, that’ the. route above 
recited is that by which we'returned from 
China. 

JOUR- 
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O F T H E 

V 

EDITOR’S preface 


TO TB1 

READER. 


T HIS Journal is a very curious, and 
an authentic piece, and certainly me¬ 
rits the attention of the public, as well for 
its ufe, as the novelty of the fubjed it 
treats of. 

As the world is not fofufficiently informed 
of what pafles in thofe diftant countries, as 
to form a tolerable judgment of what the 
court of Ru ffia may have to do with that 
of China, I am now about togive a fuccind 

relation 
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relation thereof to the reader, that it may 
ferve him as an introduction to the work. 

It is now well known that the frontiers 
of Siberia are contiguous to thofe of Chi¬ 
na ; for this reafon, it is natural to think 
that the court of Ruilia ffiould have more 
frequent correfpondence with that of China 
than any other court of Europe. Never- 
thelefs, this correfpondence between the 
two courts is of no ancient date, as it did 
not commence but fince the Mongall Tar¬ 
tars made themfelves matters of China, a- 
bout the year 1040 j for it was about that 
time that the Ruffians, after being pofiefled 
of Siberia from the latter end of the fix- 
teenth century, began to fpread themfelves 
over that vaft country, not having met the 

leaft refiftance from the ancient inhabitants 

1 

of thofe parts j till, at laft, they came to 
eftablifh themfelves about the lake Baykall, 
and the river A moor, thereby becoming 
near neighbours to the Mongall Tartars ; 
by intercourfe with them the Ruffians foon 
came to underttand that their nation had 

poflefled 
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pofTefled thernfelves of China; and that it was 
the Prince who was actually their Chan who 
filled at that time the throne of China. 

The court of Ruflia was not ignorant of 
the extreme opulence of the empire of Chi* 

i 

na ; and, apprifed that the diftance from 
Siberia could not be great, refolved to try 
if they could not draw fome advantages 
from that difcovery, by eftablifhing a regu¬ 
lar commerce between Siberia and China ) 
promifing thernfelves no lefs, than to draw 
into Ruflia, from that empire, a great part 
of its riches. For this purpofe, the court 
of Ruflia fent, fuccefiively, feveral ambafla- 
dors, or envoys, to China ; who fucceeded 
fo well, that the Chinefe, at length, con* 
fented to the entry of the caravans into 
their dominions, from Siberia, on condi¬ 
tions very advantageous to Ruflia. 

During thefe tranfa&ions, the Ruflians 
daily gained ground on the frontiers of 
the Mongall Tartars ; and even made no • 
fcruple, when they thought fit, of eftablifh- 
ing thernfelves on their territories, with a 
Vol. II. F f delign 
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defign to approach on one fide, along the 
river Amoor, towards the Oriental Sea.; 
and, on the other fide, along the river Se- 
linga, towards the frontiers of China. 

In the mean time, the new government 
of China was not long of comprehending 
that all thefe new fettlements, which the 
Ruffians made upon the frontiers of the 
Mongalls, would in time render their power 
too formidable to the fubje&s of China j 
and might come at laft to be very dange- 
ious to the repofe of China itfelf, in cafe 
any mifunderftandings between the twa 
nations ihould arife. On thefe confidera- 
tions, they refolved to oppofe ffttlement to 
l'ettlement, and to build fome towns and 
villages on the frontiers of the Mongall 
Tartars, at fome diftance from the laft 
fettlements of the Ruffians ; in order there¬ 
by to prevent their penetrating further into 
the country, to the prejudice of the Tartar 
fubje&s of China. 

In confequence of this refolution, the 
Chinefe built, about the year 1670, the 

^ t towns 
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towns of Mergeen and Naun, and the bo¬ 
rough of Xixigan, with feveral other bo¬ 
roughs and villages thereabouts; which 
they peopled with colonies of Mongalls, 
fubje&s of China. 

Thence arofe difputes between the two 
empires, on the fubje& of their frontiers. 
And, in place of the negotiations being 
confined to affairs of commerce, and mu¬ 
tual proteftations of amity and friendfhip, 
on one fide and the other, the grand object 
of all their aims came now to be the ac¬ 
commodation of the affair of the frontiers, 
and the regulation of limits between the 
two empires. But, in as much as one 
would preferve to themfelves the right of 
doing as they thought fit, and the Other 
would, at all hazards, keep them from 
doing what they thought dangerous, there 
arofe a great coolnefs between them ; 
which came to blows in the years 1684 
and 1685. I* * 8 true, that they laboured 
ioceflantly, both on the one fide and the 
other, for a re-eftablifhment of good har¬ 
mony 
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mony between the two nations ; to this 
end there were held two different congrcf- 
fes, at the town of Nerchinfky, between the- 
plenipotentiaries of Ruffia and thofe of 
China. But thofe gentlemen met with fo 
many difficulties, in reconciling their dif¬ 
ferent fentiments and interefts, that they 
were obliged to feparate without fuccefs. 
At laft, F. Gerbiflon, a Jefuit, returned a- 
gain to the town of Nerchinfky, in quality 
of plenipotentiary of the court of China, 
and there, in 1689, figned a treaty of 
peace, and perpetual alliance, between the 
two empires ; which was afterwards rati¬ 
fied, in the ufual forms, by both the courts, 
That treaty was not very advantageous to 
the Ruffians, becaufe it fet bounds to their 
eftablifhmcnts on thefe frontiers, which 
was a very difagreeable article. And, as 
they believed the Chinefe would not regard 
it very ftridly, provided they did not ad¬ 
vance further on the fide of the Selinga, 
and the towns they had lately built to the 
fouthward of the frontiers, the Ruffians 

again 
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again began to make new fettlements along 
the river Amoor ; and, at laft, to build a - 
long the fouth bank of that river, thirty' 
leagues beyond their limits, a town they 
called Albazin ; in hopes that the Chinefe 
could not be without Siberian furs, and 
would rather choofe to wink at thefe enter- 
prifes, than enter into a new war. But 
they were quite miftaken in their calcula¬ 
tion ; for the Mongalls furnifhed fuch 
quantities of furs to China, from the time 
they had orders from the Chan to fpread 
themfelves along the banks of the Amoor, 
that the Chinefe began to perceive that 
they could be fufficiently fupplied with 
furs, without thofe from Siberia. And in 
thefe fentiments they fpoke freely their 
thoughts of thefe new enterprifes of the 
Ruffians. 

In the mean time, the Ruffians gave 
them good v*>rds and fair promifes, but 
continued to carry on their point, flatter¬ 
ing themfelves that they might find fome 
favourable opportunity of pacifying them. 

Never- 
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Neverthelefs, the Chinefe growing doubt¬ 
ful of the Ruffians complying with their 
demands, which they thought well found¬ 
ed, at length they had recourfe to force; 
and, in the year 1715* made the Mongalls 
fubje&s to China, take arms, and laid liege 
to the town of Albazin, the place which 
was the principal ground of their com¬ 
plaints. This liege continued three years j 
and, as the late Peter the Great was occu¬ 
pied in his grand deligns to the weftward, 
he would not continue the quarrel with 
China.’ Thus they let the town fall into 
the hands of the Mongalls, and agreed to a 
new proviftonal treaty with the court of 
Pekin. But, as other differences on the 
frontiers ftill fubfifted, the court of Ruffia 
fent again, in 1719, an envoy extraordi¬ 
nary to Pekin, to regulate entirely what re¬ 
mained (o be adjufted between the two em¬ 
pires ; and feeing that, by means of thele 
differences, the commerce of the caravans 
was much leffened, the true objed of his 
negotiation was to re-eftabliflb that com¬ 
merce ; 




Digitized by VjOOQlC 



PREFACE. 


231 


merce ; and, to that end, to try to indue; 
the court of China to confent to the refi- 
dence of an agent from Ruflia, at the court 
of Pekin, who might take care to watch 
over the affairs of the chravan, and fo pre- 
ferve a good undemanding between the 
two empires. The envoy of Ruflia, ha¬ 
ving happily executed the laft part of his 
commiflion, left, at his departure from Pe¬ 
kin, Mr de Lange, as agent of Ruflia at the 
court of Pekin, who was the author of the 
following Journal. 

The public is obliged for this trad to a 
foreign minifter, who refided many years 
at the court of Ruflia, and who permitted 
it to be communicated to the public. But, 
to make the reading of it mori agreeable, 
and more ufeful to the world, it was 
thought fit to add fome little remarks in 
the places which required elucidation, that 
nothing might be wanting to the reader on 
fo interefting a fubjed. 


JOUR- 
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Mr D e L A N G E, &c. 


March 1721. 


M R DE ISMAYLOFF, ambaffa- 
dor and envoy extraordinary of his 
Czarifh Majefty, having fixed his depar¬ 
ture from Pekin to be on the 2d of March, 
after having finished his negotiations at the 
court of China in the bed manner he pot- 
fibly could *, I took the refolution of ac- 
Vol. II, G g companying , 


* Mr De Ifmayloff, a gentleman of great merit, 
and a Captain in the regiment of the Preobrafchinfky 
guards, was fent, in the year 1719, by the late Empe¬ 
ror 
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companying hiru to the wall of China; 
but the gentlemen of the miniftry thought 
proper to refufe me a paflport ; pretending 
that, as I was ordered by his Czarifli, Ma- 
jefty to refide at the court of the Chan *, 
it was neceflary that I fhould have permit- 
fion of the Bogdoi-Chan himfelf, not only 
for going as far as the grand wall, but alfo 
for every time that I would go to ftay a 
night without the walls of Pekin ; to the 
intent that the court might always be affu- 

red 


rpr Peter the Great, to China, with the charader tf 
ambaflador and envoy extraordinary, to renew the trea¬ 
ties between Ruflia and China, and to endeavour to 
bring the court of Pekin to agree to a regulated free 
Commerce with Ruflia. 

# All the Tartars give to their reigning princes tke 
title of Chan ; and, as the houfe which at prefent fill* 
the throne of China is come from that branch of Pagan 
Tartars known to us by the name of Oriental Mongalls, 
the Emperors of China conform themfelves to the e(l$i- 
blifhed ^uftorn of their nation, preferving, to tl^is 
time, the title of Chan. Vide Hift. Gcnealog. des 
Tartares. - 
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red that no ill accident fhould happen to 
me, being a foreigner *. And, as the Bog- 
doi-Chan had already quitted his refidence 
of Pekin, to take the diverfion of hunting, 
it was not without a good deal of trouble 
that I obtained permiffion to accompany 
Mr De Ifmayloff as far as Czampinfa, 
which is a town 60 ly f diftant from 
Pekin, from whence I returned, being e- 
fcorted by a clerk of the council for 
the affairs of the Mongalls, and fome fol- 

diers ; 

• Mr De Ifmayloff, at his departure from Pekin* 
left, by virtue of his inftruftions, Mr de Lange, in qua* 
lity of agent of Ruflia, to treat of, and bring to a 
conclufion, a regulation of commerce, and the eftablifh- 
ffient of an eafy cOrrefpondcnce between the tWo em¬ 
pires ; and, although the Chinefe, minidry oppofed 
mod flrenuoufly the refidence of the faid agent, at their 
court, on pretence that it was contrary to the funda¬ 
mental conftitutions of the empire ; yet the faid ambaf- 
fador knew fo Well how to take his meafures, that the 
Bogdoi-Chan gave his confent to it, notwithftanding all 
the intrigues of the rainiftry to the contrary. 

t One ly of China is exa&ly 360 geometrical paces. 

1 
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diets; and thus came back to Pekin on the 
6th. 

The 7th, early in the morning, I few 
enter the court-yard of my houfe a man 
who had the appearance of a poor beggar; 
he brought with him fome poor darted 
fowls, and falted cabbage, together with 
fome pots of taraffun, which is a fermented 
liquor, made of grain, and what the Cbi- 
nele drink in dead of wine, making it warn 
before they drink it. This man, having 
fet it all down in my court-yard, was re¬ 
turning, when I ordered him to be called 
back, to inform me of the meaning of his 
fo doing. Upon which he told me, “ That 
** it was part of the provifions he had 
“ bought for me, by order of the college 
“ who have the charge of the Emperors 
“ magazines of provifions } but that, not 
M being able to bring all at once, he was 
“ going to fetch the reft.” Whereupon, 
being informed by him what his occupa¬ 
tion was, I underftood, “ That he had 
“ made a contra# with the faid college to 

« fumifh 
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“ furnifh me, every nine days, with a cer- 
“ tain quantity of provifions for my houfe.” 
Upon which I ordered him to take every 
thing away that be faid he had bought for 
me, and to bring bo more to my houfe*, 
till 1 £hould receive previous information, 
from the council for foreign affairs, how 
much l was daily to receive by order of the 
Bogdoi-Chan, and through whofe hands I 
was to receive them. 

Whereupon I font to let the Mandarins 
(who were appointed to propofe to the 
council what might regard me) know what 
had occurred with this man, who came, in 
the above manner, to bring me provifion* 
on the part of the Bogdoi-Chan j and ahb 
that I ihould always moil refpe£tfully re* 
ceive whatever the Bogdoi-Chan, from his, 
friendffiip for his Czarifh Majefty, fhould 
order for my fubfiftence, in cafe it was fent 
me in a proper manner; at the fame time, 
defrring them to acquaint me with the par¬ 
ticulars of what the court had ordered for 
flay Jfubfiftence. Whereupon thofe gen*- 

tlemen 
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tlemen fent me the following anfwer, 
“ That I fhould receive the fame allow- 
** ance Which I had received before, during 
“ the refidence of the envoy extraordinary 
“ at this court, and that they had already 
“ made an agreement to deliver my allow* 
** ance regularly.” I reprefented to them 
thereupon^ “ That I never had any fepa- 
“ rate allowance during the reiidence of his 
“ Excellency the envoy at Pekin, having 
“ had the honour of eating always at the 
“ fame table with him ; that, for this rea- 
** fon, I could now receive nothing, until 
“ I fhould know precifely wherein it was 
“ to confift ; and that, after 1 fhould know 
“ what the allowance was to be, I fhould 
“ defire them to pay me the amount of 
“ the fame in money, which they were to 
“ pay to the purveyor.” Thefe gentlemen 
were not wanting in letting me know, 
“ That I ought not fo nicely to examine 
“ what the Bogdoi-Chan, without any 
“ obligation, had ordered to be given me 
“ out of his mere grace.” But I a flu red 

them, 
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them, in ftrong terms, in my turn, “ That 
** I abfolutely would receive nothing on 
“ thefe terms? for I was very doubtful 
** whether the Bogdoi-Chan was informed, 
** that fuch a perfon was trailed with the 
“ difpofition of what allowance he was 
** pleafed to order for me.” This refolu- 
tion much difcompofed the gentlemen 
Mandarins, who had reckoned on fupply- 
ing their own tables with my proviftons; 
but, feeing how difficult it was to obtain 
their ends on this occaiion, they at laft de¬ 
livered to me the following fpecification, 
and faid it was what the Bogdoi-Chan 
had ordered for my allowance, viz. per 
day, 

1 fiflt. 

1 iheep. 

1 pot of taraffitn. 

1 fowl. 

1 bowl of milk, 

2 oz. of tea. 

2 oz. of butter. 

2 oz. 
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2 oz. of lamp-oil. 

'f gin failed cabbage. 

, 2 (mall meafures of rice. 

15 gin of wood. 

To my interpreter per day, 

1 oz. of tea. 

1 gin of flour. 

2 oz. of butter. 

2 oz. of lamp-oil.* 

2 fmall meafures of rice, 

8 gin of wood* 

And every 9 days a /beep. 

To every one of my domeftics per day, 
it gin of beef. 

1 oz. of fait. 

| meafure of rice* 

5 gin of wood. 

To a dragoon who was left behind by the 
envoy at Pekin, upon account of fome 
tapeftries they were working for his 
Czariih Majefty, 

1 meafure of rice. 

1 oz. of tea. 

, i gin of flour. 

2 oz. 
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2 oz. of butter. 

2 oz. of lamp-oil.. •* 

.5 gin of wood. 

And every 9 days a flieep. 

.By lacn you are to underhand ounces* 
and by^m pounds. 

Upon delivering this fpecification, the 
Mandarins acquainted me, “ That, as they / 

** were obliged to buy the fifh, the fowls, 

“ the (heep, and the milk, for my provir. 

“ (ions, with ready money, I might receive 
** the value of thofe things in money j buty 
“ in regard to the other articles^ I muft* 

“ content myfelf to receive them in kind- 
“ from the Chan’s magazines V 

Vol. II. H h XJpon^ 

- • The Emperor of China receives the greateft part 
of the tribute of his fubjelh in the- country in provi- ’ 

Cons and manufactures of the growth of the fcveral . 

> 

provinces, which are afterwards diftributed in kind to 
ail perfons ki the fertice of this monarchy, and reckon¬ 
ed to them to part of theft falary; fo that all the gold * 
and Giver, that comes into the treaftxry of the Chan, 
ariies from the tribnte of the cities, the duties inwards 
and outwards, the tolls of pafiengers, the mines of gold 
and Giver, and fines.or confifcations j all which toge¬ 
ther amount every year to unmenfe foms. 
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Upon which I allured theih, ® ! fhould 
“ make no obje&ion, provided they did it 
** in a decent manner* and not by unknown 
** people that marched off as foon as they 
**had thrown it down in my court*yard, 
“ as they had once dohe.*’ At the fami' 
time 1 demanded of them, ** 'Whether I 
** could ftill hare the Chao’s horfes, to 
♦‘ make ufe of them when I fliould hire 
** occafion, as I had during the refidence of 
“ the envoy extraordinary.” They an- 
fwered me thereupon, “ That I might c^r- 
“ tainly have the Chan's horfes always; 
<l but then, as the (tables of the Chan were 
** at a confiderable diftance, it was necef- 
** (ary for me always to acquaint them of 
“ my intentions, the day before I intended 
“ to ride out ; upon fucfi notice, they 
“ would take care that the horfes (hould 
” always be ready at my quarters very ear- 
“ ly in the morning *. n To avoid this in¬ 
convenience, 

# At Pekin, they always make vifits in town on 
horftback. But the Princes of the blood, and the 

grand 
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convenience, and to avoid {he being obli¬ 
ged to let them knofw every day'where ^ 
would go, I took the refolution to buy fix 
horfes, and to keep them at my own expeuce 9 
though forage was very dear at Pekin. 

The gu^rd that had been placed upon thq 
envoy’s quarters, during the time pi hia 
ftay at Pekin, under the command of a bri¬ 
gadier, remained (till on the fame footing 
after his departure, as did the two Manda¬ 
rins of the 37th order *, together with a 
clerk, to receive from me whatever I fliould 
have to propofe, whether by word of 

mouth 

grand Mandarines, are generally carried ia liteers on 
thefe occafions, attended with a numerous train of do- 
medics. 

* Every man appointed to any public charge or dig¬ 
nity in China, from the highed to the lowed, is called 
by the name of Mandarin; whence it comes that there 
are many orders, which are all diftinguifhed, one from 
the other, by difference of habits, characters, and fi¬ 
gures, which are embroidered or fewed oh their ha- * 

bits ; infomuch that, upon feeing a Mandarin, it may 
be immediately known of what order he is; becaufe 
every Mandarin is forbid to appear in public without 
the habit of his order, under pain of the mod rigorous 
penalties. 
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mouth, or by writing, and to mike their 
report to the council of foreign affairs; 
and this appeared to me a very good 
omen. 

The 9th, the brigadier of the guard of 
my quarters let me know, that the Bogdoi- 
Chan would return from hunting the next 
day, and that if I was defirous to go to 
meet him, he would give orders, that the 
Mandarins Ihould be ready to efcort me 
with a guard of horfe for the fecurity of 
ihy perfon. 

The 10th, I mounted on horfeback very 
early to go to meet the Chan. When his 
Majefty faw me, he called roe to him, and 
alked me, “ If I did not repine to be alone 
“ in a foreigp empire, fo far from Eu- 
“rope?” He further alked, “ If I vra$ 
“ well, and if I was contented ?” -Upon 
which, having with a profound reve¬ 
rence thanked his Majefty for my gra¬ 
cious reception, I allured him, “ That 
“ I found myfelf perfeSly well, and I 
“ could not but be well content with ha- 
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* f ving the honour of refiding at the court 
M bffo grand a monarch.” After which 
his Majefty,Tiaving difmiffed me, yras car¬ 
ried in his Ktter to Pekin, followed by a 
very numerous court *. 

The nth, 12th, and 13th, I notified to 
the Mandarins, folicitors in my affairs, 
“ That, having feveral things to get made 
■*f for the Emperor, my mafter, I fhould 

4 * have 

# The Emperor of China might be then in his 69th 
lunar year; but he was dill very well dilpofed in body 
and mind* and; was looked upon as a monarch of fupe- 
rior penetration and genius. The Fathers Jefuits, Mif- 
fionaries in China, had great influence with him ; and 
he ufually confulted them on all affairs of impor¬ 
tance. He mounted the throne anno 1662, aged eight 
years, and died in September 1722, 

The Prince, his 3d fon, who already commanded 
the armies of the empire, fucceeded to the empire; for 
the deceafed Emperor had confined his two elded Tons 
in a clofe prifon, fome years before his death, upon 
fome alledged attempts to rebel, true or falfe, and de¬ 
clared them excluded from fucceeding to the empire, 
Neverthelefs their brother fet them at liberty, immedi¬ 
ately upon his acceflion to the empire, and heaped fa¬ 
vours on them, to make them forget the loft pf tfccir 
fight, which he poflefled* 
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“ have gpetf oeg*$qn &r-tfee m*m wbfek 
“ divv&merchant$ ofPeipg wereowing t» 
“ the comHuftary Guiaittykoff, who had 
“ been lately at Pekin with the caravan of 
“ Siberia *; and I .craved their aififtanca 
*■ to facilitate the recovery of thpfefosns, 
u feeing the debtors had engaged them~ 
“ felves, before, the envoy extraordinary, 
*• to pay me the fame immediately after his 
“departure.” The lyiandarins explained 
the TO Cel ye8„ v^ry f^vQurably thereupon j but 
our debtors, having got notice of it, retired 
into the country, which ; obliged ine to 
leave this affair to another opportunity. 

The 15th, the Bogdoi-Chan went to 
Ozc^an-zchurnnieone, which is a houfe of 
pleafure belonging to his Majefty; ia ly 
weft ward of Pekin, where he frequently 
makes his refidence. But having obferved, 
it) his paffing, that the triumphal arches, 
and other like ornaments, which, are railed 

oa 

* Tfc«y give th* title’ of Commiflarj to thofr who 
have tie dirt< 5 Uon of the caravans, which come frofl» 
Siberia to Pekin to trade* -i 
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Otf- hi$ ;i fcirfli‘asf , x dti both fidbi'idf Ihfe 
grand raadfc pftVcd With lipihre flat ftoAtos, 
that tefrfbcp front Fekfa tb' Gzcltatmabhumi- 
oiemie, qret4 notofiheufetil na^gHffleeiSee, 
all thfe **iniftry\*ete <fcfgrat*crh& many 
weeks. UponpWliioh; the minified Having 
infra ntly ordered the «fcnatftftiott> ofattthai 
had been bililty eatifedito hi built tip ahet^ 
front the-paldcS df*the Pfeklid 

quite to. Gzfcban-i zchtimnienrie, p -si ■ »great 
ftuinbbvdf triumphs arches; abd df ffioft 
m ag nificent cotunana, of anexqflifice tafte, 
all embeliiihed with gildings, and feftoons 
ofaHforts of'rich filkb, of aloft lively fi¬ 
gures ancT colours. At lho fame time, iri 
fetOral places, they ereded theatres of 
great.beauty» where the tnoft able Corfte- 
dians exerted their talents, rrt fepnefenting 
the thoft difficult and curious parts of them 
profefllons accompanied with the grandeflt 
concerts of mufic, both vocal and inftw^ 
mental, diverfifiedifrith the amUfthieflts of 
dancing, and feats of uncqmm&Q^ agility. 
All thefe entertainments being prepared* 

the 
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thp minifters went in a body to the impe¬ 
rial palace, fupplicated the monarch oa 
their knees, with their faces prbftrate to 
the ground, that he .would, be. pleafed to 
admit them to his good graces, and that he 
would be pleafed to {end forae, in whom 
he could confide* to -examine their new 
ftru&ures *•: But the Bogdoi-Chan order¬ 
ed them to be told, “That he would fee 
“ nothing of what they had done, and that 
“ he would never celebrate :his birth-day 
“ at Pekin more, for that he was as much 
*‘,Empcrpr pf. China at Czchan-zchtimni- 
“ enne* as he ftould be though iitting oa 
**, the imperial throne at Pekin f.” 

•. ,■ .. The 

# The honours which they-pky to the Emperors of 
China approach even to adoration 5 qll thofe wbo hare 
audience of him, being obliged to proftrate themfelres 
three times before him, from which none are exempt¬ 
ed, not even ambaffadors, or other foreign minifters; 
Mr de Iftnayloff, potwithftaading his quality, being 
obliged to go through that ceremony, as weV as all 0- 
thers. 

f The deceafed Emperor of China held the great 
lords of China very cheap $ for he very well knctf, 

that. 
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The 17th, I defired the Mandarins, foli- 
citors for my affairs, to come to me upon 
bufinefs that regarded the council. Upon 
which they fent me word, that, one of 
them being ill, the other dared not to 
middle in matters that regarded the coun¬ 
cil, without the participation of his com¬ 
rade. This obliged me to wait the reco¬ 
very of the lick Mandarin, and till I could 
fee them both together. . 

The 18th, 19th, and 20th, I was willing 
to avail myfelf of the opportunity the fick- 
nefs of one of my Mandarins gave me, to 
make fome vifits to merchants of my ac¬ 
quaintance, and to the Father Jefuits, 
hoping thereby to induce them to return 
my vifits, and give me opportunity of 

Vol. II. I i knowing 

that, in their hearts, they bore the Tartar yoke very 
impatiently. Neverthelcfs, fince the very fevere exe¬ 
cutions he ordered in the beginning of his reign, he 
feldom punifhed with death the great Chinefe Manda¬ 
rins, who fell into difgrace, contenting himfelf with 
condemning them to pay exorbitant pecuniary fines ; 
which incapacitated them from doing any thing againft 
his authority, whatever defire they might have fo to 
do. 
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knowing fomething of the commerce of 
this empire. But 1 found that they all re¬ 
ceived my vifit with very forced civilities, 
and great referve, particularly the mer¬ 
chants, who endeavoured to appear much 
occupied about other important affairs ; fo 
that, feeing it very difficult to bring them 
into my views, in the prefent conjun&ure, 
X thought it bed to poftpone thefe forts of 
vifits to a more proper time. But they, 
• not doubting that fuch a reception would 
occafion my making many reflections, let 
me know, by a third hand, “ That my 
“ vifits ffiould be always moft agreeable to 
“ them, and that they wiffied, with all 
their hearts, to divert me every day bet- 
** ter than the cuftom of their country per- 
4< mitted them* and likewife, on occafion, 
* l to come and fee me, were it not for fear 
4< of the foldiers, who followed me every 
where, which prevented them : For, in 
41 cafe they fhould not place the foldiers in 
“ the fame chamber with themfelves and 
<c me, and entertain them with everything 

" to 
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** to their liking, they were capable of ac- 
“ cufing them of having a clandeftine 
“ commerce, of great importance, with me* 
“ or other fufpicious negotiations, which 
“ would not fail of coding them confider- 
“ able fums of money, and poflibly might 
“ prove their entire ruin It is true, 
the Fathers Jefuits could not alledge fuch 

fears 

# The Princes,of the houfe of the Tartars, who at 
prefent reign in China, have learned, at the expence of 
their predecefTors, that they ought not to depend 
too much on the fidelity of the Chinefe ; for this rea- 
fon, all the military of the empire is, in a manner, com- 
pofed of Mongall Tartars, who, on that account, enjoy 
confiderablc privileges, which makes them very infolcnt 
and almoft infupportable to the Chinefe. And as the 
number of thefe Tartars Were not deemed fufficient to 
* curb the Chinefe, confidering the vaft extent of the em¬ 
pire, the late Bogdoi-Chau found it necefiary, in order to 
augment their number, to make a law, whereby all the 
Tartar Mongalls, men or women, who fhould marry 
with Chinefe, were obliged to bring up their children 
according to the cuftoms of the Mongalls, and to teach . 
them the Mongalls language ; and that; by means of 
this precaution, all thofe children fhould be deemed 
naturalized Mongalls, and enjoy the privilege of native 
Mongalls. 
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fears of the foldiers of my guard as the 
merchants; their belonging to the court 
put them on quite another footing than the 
ordinary rank of people were upon ; but 
they pretended that, as they were foreign¬ 
ers, they were obliged to adt with great 
caution, in order to prevent fufpicion *. 
This did not furprife me at all, in regard 
to a nation, the genius of which I already 
had a tolerable knowledge of. The affairs 
I had to manage were of a very difficult 
nature, and in all countries the entering 
properly into fuch ought to be the princi¬ 
pal care ; but I, neverthelefs, flattered my- 
felf, that this unpromiflng afpedt, at my 
entering on my fun&ions, would take a 
more favourable turn, as foon as the Bog- 

doi- 


* This was but an excufe of the Jefuits, to prevent 
the vifits of Mr de Lange, whofe refiding at Pekin 
could not be very agreeable to them, as it was to ad in 
the affairs of a monarch who had turned all the Jefuits 
out of his empire, and would fuffer no other Roman 
Catholic raiffionaries, but the Capuchins, to refide in 
his dominions* 
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doi-Chan fhould receive the credentials I 
had from the Emperor, my matter. 

The 22d, my Mandarins came together 
to fee me, and to know what I had to pro- 
pofe to the council; upon which I requeft- 
ed them, 

“ i. To put the Allegamba, or prefident 
“ of the council for foreign affairs in mind, 
“ in my name, that they had let my cre- 
“ dentials, from the Emperor my matter, 
“ remain in my hands beyond the ufual 
“ time ; and that I waited, through his 
“ hands, the order of the Bogdoi-Chan, to 
“ appoint when he would pleafe to receive 
“ them. 

** 2. To acquaint the prefident, that I 
“ had refolved to hire a houfe for myfelf, 
*' near the quarters of the Ruffians, againft 
** the arrival of the caravan, to the end 
** that the faid quarters might be repaired, 
“ which, from age, were gone to ruin, and 
“ might be entirely beat down by the ap- 
“ proaching rainy feafon ; that, unlefs this 
“ reparation be made, the commiflary 

“ would 
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“ would not know where to lodge on hb 
“ arrival at Pekin, except he would run 
“ riik of having the merchandifes dama- 
“ ged.” v 

“ 3 . To demand for me a paflport, with 
“ the neceflary efcort, for fome baggage, 
** left at Pekin during the time of the am* 
“ ballade, which 1 wanted to fend out of 
' “ hand to Selinginfky The faid bag* 
gage was fome raw filk which I had bought 
on account of Mr Nicolai Chriftizy, with 
cafh and effe&s that he had left in my 
hands f* 

The 

• Selinginfky is the lad fortrefs belonging to Raffia# 
towards the north*weft of China. This town is in the 
country of the Mongalls, upon the eaft fide of the river 
Selinga, 30 days journey from Pekin, in lat. 51.30* 
The climate of Selinginfky is very mild, and the coun¬ 
try about is very pleafanU The Mongall Tartars did 
not accuftom themfelves to the cultivation of ground# 
yet every thing that is Town or planted there thrives 
exceedingly. 

f Through all Ruffia they ufe hardly any other filk 
but that of China, which is undoubtedly the beft in the 
world 5 it being certain, that two pounds of Chincfc 
filk will go* as far in znanufatfuring as three pounds of 
either Pcrdan or Italian filk. 
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The anfwer, which I received immedi¬ 
ately after from thofe gentlemen, contain¬ 
ed in fubftance, ** That the Emperor him- 
“ felf having allotted that houfe for my 
“ quarters, no perfon would readily in- 
“ finuate to him that I was not fatisfied 
“ with it; and that* without a fpecial li- 
“ cenfe from him, no perfon in all Pekin, 
“ were it even the imperial Prince himfelf, 
“ would dare to let me a lodging, feeing it 
“ would thereby look as if the Bogdoi- 
“ Chan had not an inhabitable houfe for a 
“ foreigner.” To which I replied, ** That 
“ I made no doubt of fo great a monarch’s 
** having houfes enough for lodging as 
“ many foreigners as he pleafed ; but, 
“ that I was well perluaded, when the 
“ Bogdoi-Chan fhould be informed of the 
condition that houfe was in, he would 
“ not oblige me to inhabit it longer. Be- 
“ fides, that it was a&ing contrary to the 
** common right, allowed by all the world, 
** to reftrain a perfon, in a public charac- 
** ter, from hiring a lodging, with his own 

“ money, 
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“ money, which might be commodious for 
“ him, Without a previous application to 
“ the Emperor himfelf.” They anfwered 
me thereupon, “ That the ufages in Eu- 
w rope were not pradifed by them ; and, 
“ as all the countries in the world had their 
“ particular cuftoms, China had her’s, 
** which would not be altered on any con- 
** fideration whatever.” They alfo told me 
plainly, ** That they could not write to the 
“ council on this fubjed, for that they 
“ knew of a certainty, that no perfon durft 
“ make the propofition to the Emperor.” 

Upon which having told them, “ That, 
“ as the cafe was fo, 1 muft fubmit to re- 
4 ‘ main there, till the impoffibility of abid- 
“ ing longer may force me to have re- 
** courfe to other meafures.” They of 
themfelves propofed to me, ** That the 
u Chan might be petitioned to allot me 0- 
“ ther quarters, without alledging that raj 
“ prefent quarters were in fo miferable a 
M condition.” But, feeing I did not pre¬ 
tend to go out, but becaufe it was in ftf^' 

’ a 




Digitized by VjOOQlC 



if* i. Mr DE LANGE. 257 

a ruinous ftate, they perfifted in faying, 
it was Impoffible for them to make the 
propofal to his Majefty on that footing. 

The 23d, the aforefaid Mandarins came 
again to me to acquaint me, “ That the 
“ prefident would confult the other mem- ' 
** bers of the council upon»my credential 
** letters, and would put the Emperor in 
“ remembrance, when occafion fhould of- * 
“ fer. But, concerning the fending away 
“ the baggage, I muft have patience till 
** after the Emperor’s birth-day, feeing the 
“ preparations for its celebration fo fully 
u employed every body, that nothing elfe 
** was attended to, though of ever fo great 
** confequence.” 

April. 

The 1 ft of this month, the Aloy, or 
mafter of the ceremonies of the Chan, in¬ 
vited me, by order of the Bogdoi-Chan, to 
come to Czchan-Zchumnienne. Upon 
which I went there inftantly. I was no 
fooner arrived, but I fent to notify the 

Vol. II. K. k fame 
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fame to the faid Aloy, and forthwith went 
to his apartment. I under ftood from him, 
that the Bogdoi-Chan had an intention to 
have ad mitted me that day to an audience, but 
other affairs had unexpe&edly intervened j 
he had ordered him to deliver to me a piece 
of the tapeftry. which they were at work 
upon for the Czar, in order that I might 
fend it to Ruffia by an exprefs, and ac¬ 
quaint the Czar, that what pieces remain¬ 
ed to be made fhould be ready in three 
months *. I laid hold of this opportunity 
of the paffports and convoy neceffary for 
the piece of tapeftry, to requeft of this 
gentleman, “ That he would be fo good as 
“ to manage it fo, as that, when his Ma- 
“ jefty fhould give order for the pafTport 
“ and convoy for the piece of tapeftry, 1 
“ fhould, at the fame time, be furmfhed 

“ with 

* The tapeftry of China is generally made of fatio» 
embroidered with large figures of gold and filk, the 
colours very bright, but the defigns not correct; they 
are not adjufted to furnilhing of rooms, unlefs be/poke 
on purpofe, or compofed of many different pieces. 


k. 
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“ with pafipom for the baggage above- 
“ mentioned which I had to forward, and 
“ that he would pleafe to be at the trouble 
“ of informing himfelf, when his Majefty 
“ would be pleafed to receive my letters of 
“ credence from the Czar with which I 
“ was charged.” Whereupon the Aloy 
defired me to remain at his lodgings, whilft 
he went to make the propofal to the Em¬ 
peror ; and, at his return, he acquainted 
me, “ That his Majefty would, out of 
“ hand, give orders to the council, that 
“ they fhould furnifti me with the palf. 
“ ports and convoy neceflary, as well for 
“ the tapeftry as the baggage I wanted to 
“ fend ; but that it could not be till after 
“ the birth-day.” That, as to the letters 
of credence* he did not find it proper to 
mention it to the Emperor, it appearing to 
him that his Majefty frequently thought of 
me, and would not forget my letters of 
credence *, and gave me, in fome meafure, 

an 

• The late Emperor of China, notwithftanding big 
great age, had fo extraordinary a memory, till a little 

time 
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an a durance that the Chan would not long 
defer the receiving it. And then he made 
his excufes that he could not longer wait 
on me, being obliged inftantly to return to 
the court. 

The 2d, according to cuftom, the birth¬ 
day of his Majefty fhould have been cele~ 
brated, with the utmod magnificence, at 
Czchan-Zchumnienne; but, inafmuch as 

his 

time before his death, that a Flemifh Jelmt, who is yet 
at Pekin, recounted to one in the retinue of Mr de Jf- 
mayloff, that, above 20 years ago, this monarch having 
fhown him a wood pecker, afked him if there were fuch 
birds in their country; and, having anfwered yes, he 
afked its name in Flemifh. That, fome time after the 
arrival of Mr de IfmaylofF, the Emperor, having caft 
his eye on fuch a bird, afked him then al£o, if fuch birds 
were in their country ; and now anfwering, No, the 
Emperor afked him tfhy he did not tell him the troth % 
and if he did not remember, that, at fuch a time, he * 
told him there were fuch birds in their country ; upon 
which the father Jefuit declared, that he had been lo 
long out of his own country, that he really did not 
know whether there was or not. The Emperor oras 
very merry upon the Jefuit’s having forgot his mo¬ 
ther-tongue; and told him the bird’s name th Elt- 
milk. 
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his Majefty was ftill difplcafcd with his 
minifters, he only received the ordinary 
compliments on that occafion, without any 
other ceremony ; after which every body 
retired to their own houfes. I had, among 
others, the honour of paying my compli¬ 
ments to his Majefty on that occafion* 
That which appeared to me moft ' worthy 
Of obfervation at that time was 3000 old 
men, the youngeft of which was above 6d 
years old, which, by exprefs order of the 
Emperor, had been brought to Pekin from 
all the provinces of the empire. They 
were all drefled in yellow, which is the 
colour of the imperial liveries, and marched 
in parade to Czchan-Zchumnienne, where 
they ranged themfelves in the court of the 
caftle, and had the honour of making 
their compliments to the Emperor j after 
which his Majefty diftributed to every one, 
without diftin&ion, four laen of filver, and 
fent them home. 


The 
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The fame day, the parfon of the church 
of St Nicolas, at Pekin *, prefented me 
with a memorial of fome debts which he 
had owing him, by diverfe perfons of that 
city, on account of the deceafed Archi¬ 
mandrite, praying my affiftance in the af¬ 
fair. 

The 3d, having received from the coun¬ 
cil the necoflary paflport for the courier I 
was to defpatch with the piece of tapeftry, 

I 

* Thofc of the Greek religion hare but one church 
at Pekin, but the Roman Catholics have three churches 
very magnificently built, where there refort, on Sun¬ 
days and holidays, a number of people of all condi¬ 
tions, the Roman Catholic religion being tolerated 
there; but it is remarkable, that thle men do not unco¬ 
ver their heads during divine fervice, becaufe it is a 
mark of infamy among them to have the head unco¬ 
vered ; no women appear there, having a feparate a- 
partment in the churches. The late Emperor favoured 
the worlhip of the Romifh church to fuch a degree, 
that he ordered that all the Tons of Mandarins, who 
made their ftudies under the dire&ion of the Jefuits, 
fhould be obliged to go, all Sundays and holidays, to 
their churches, which gave great uneafujefs to the Chi- 
ncfc Bonzes. 


Digitized by V^jOOQlC 



ij2i< Mr DE LANGE. afij 

I defpatched him, the fame day, under the 
efcort of a Chinefe courier. 

The 8th, fome unknown people having 
entered my houfe, told me, by my inter¬ 
preter, “ That they had bought for me a 
“ certain number of Iheep ; but, if I would 
‘‘ not receive them in kind, they were rea- 
M dy to pay me half a laen of filver for 
“ every iheep.” I returned them in the 
fame manner I did the former, letting 
them know, “ That fome perfon of the 
** college, which had the diredion of the 
“ Emperor’s magazines of provifions, muft 
** come to me to ihow me thofe who were 
“ to bring me provifions.” They attempt¬ 
ed ftill, on feveral occafions, to bring in 
wood and other provifions in the fame 
way to my houfe, without my being able 
to know who they were, or who fent 
them. 

The nth, 1 received the paffportfor the 
baggage of Mr Nicolai Chriftizy, which I 
defpatched two days after from Pekin, un¬ 
der the efcort of a Chinefe courier. The 

prefident 
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prefident of the council letting me. know, 
at the fame time, “ That I ought not to 
(( fend many of thofe expeditions, as long 
** as the new treaty of commerce between 
“ the two empires was unratified in the 
** accuftomed forms ; feeing it was not un- 
“ derftood that they confented to a conti- 
“ nual paflage by fmall caravans, which I 
“ myfelf fufficiently knew the reafons for, 
** having aflifted at all the conferences held 
“ on that fubjeft.” 

The 13th, I learned that the Bogdoi- 
Chan was about to fet outinftantly for Ieg- 
choll, which is a town newly built, with a 
magnificent cattle, without the great wall 
440 ly, or two days by poft, eattward of 
Pekin, where he ufually pafles the fine fea- 
fon of the fummer in hunting, and other 
country diverfions. 

The 14th, I mounted on horfeback to 
go to the Prefident of the council, being 
arrived at the gate, the guard made me 
wait till they had acquainted him of my 
being there; immediately after which he 

fent 
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fent one of his fervants to inform hirafelf, 
“ Whether 1, came purely on a vifit, or 
* had occafion to fpeak to him about bufi- 
“ nefs; and that, in cafe I came about bu- 
“ finefs, that 1 fhould communicate the 
“ fame to his fervant, that he might in- 
" form his mafter of the fubjeft of it.” I 
made my compliments to the prefident by 
the me(fengej , > and told him, “ That 1 came 
** to pay a vifit to his mafter ; but, as to 
H the bufinefs I came about, that concern- 
“ ed the mafter, not the fervant.” After 
which, the fame fervant returning, told 
me, ** Thdt I : would be welcome to his 
“ mafter *.” Whereupon, entering into 
the courtyard, the prefident came out 
of his apartment to receive me, and ha¬ 
ving taken me by the hand, after fome 
reciprocal compliments, he led me into an 
VoLi II. LI open 


• In China, when they go to fee a mandarin, of 
what order foever, upon bnfinefs regarding his office, 
the. mandarin is obliged to put on the habit peculiar * 
to his order; upon failure whereof he is amerced in 
large fines. 


\ 
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open faloon, where we fat down together, 
and were ferved with tea and milk, accor¬ 
ding to the Chinefe manner. After ibme 
jjme, 1 defired that he would put the Bog* 
jdoi-Cban in remembrance that 1 had letters 
to prefent to him from the Czar, my maf* 
ter, and that 1 fltould be very glad to know 
if he would be pleafed to receive them be¬ 
fore his departure. He anfwered me 
thereupon as the matter of ceremonies had 
dpne before, “ That his M^jefty was well 
** informed of it, apd would know himfelf 
“ when he would have time to receive 
“ them, without being put in mind of it; 
“ and that, if we ihould put his M^jefty 
“ in remembrance ,of it, that would look 
“ as if he or I wanted to preferibe the time 
“ of doing it to his IViajetty-.’* I fought, 
by al) ways poffible, to engage him one 
way <?r other in tips affair, but all in vain ; 
and I was obliged to hold this for an an- 
fwer; after which he added, “ That, if bis 
“ Majetty had refolved not to receive my 
“ letter of credence, he would'not have 

M con- 
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“ corifented to my redding at his court ( in‘ 
“ quality of agent; and that Mr De If* 
“ mayloff having fuificiently explained the 
“ reafons of my day in Pekin, thefe letters 
“ cotild contain nothing very preffing.” 
Upon which I replied to him, That, in 
“ Europe* the monarchy were .not accuf- 
“ totned, when the Czar wrote letters to 
“ them, to let fuch a length of time pafs 
“ without receiving them ; nof take it a-* 
“ mifs, from their minlfters, if they put 
“ them'in tnind of fuch important affairs ; 
“ that I never expected fuch an anfwer In 
“ China ; but yet, as it was what I could 
4 ‘ not remedy, I mull bear it patiently, hill 
“ fuch time as his Majefty was difpofed 
“ to receive them.” 

The 16th, I mounted again on horfe- 
back to go to fee the Alegada, or frrft mi- 
nifter, in hopes of getting a refolution more 
favourable to my affair than 1 got from the 
prefident of the council. Being arrived at 
bis houfe, I was.indeed admitted to come 
into his court-yard j bur, 1 had no defire • 

to 
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to go into the rooms of his fervants, I was 
obliged to remain in the court till theynoti- 
fied to him my being there. He, like die 
other, Cent a fervant to me, to inform hkn- 
felf of the reafon pf my coming. To .whom 
I fignified, that I wanted, the honour of 
feeing him, and of acquainting him .with 
an affair which 1 did not think proper to 
explain to a fervant The fame fervant 
returned very fooo to me, faying, “ My 
“ matter thanks you, Sir, for the trouble 
‘‘ you have given yourfelf; he is very 
“ well, but it is not convenient,for him. to 
fee you.” . 

-The 17th, I was again in his neighbour¬ 
hood ; and having fent my interpreter, to 
him, to afk permiflion to fee him for a 
moment, he fent me word, that it was im- 
poflible, becaufe he was that inttant going 
to his Majefty, and that he did not know 
when he ftiould have time to fpeak with 
me. Whereupon, feeing this was an af¬ 
fair that could not be forced, .1 fefolyed to 
let it lie dormant for forae time.; 

The 
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« The :19th, i went to fee a German Fa¬ 
ther Jefuit, who, being an, old acqalntance, 
and a friend of mine’from'my firft journey 
to China, made no (fcruple of telling me, 
that many of the principal mandarins of 
China much difappiioved of theJ Chan’s 
Confentrng to my remaining at Pekin *. 
But that, as there wis no perfon in all the 
empire that‘was* bold enough to dare con¬ 
tradict the'will of the Emperor, unlefs they 
would expofe themfelves to very great 
danger,; it was very probable they would, 
by degrees, accuftom themfelves to my 
being there f. HC (aid to me alfo,^that he 

bad 

< 

* The Chinefe regard their ancient laws and cuftoms 
as facred and inviolable; and it is. not to be wondered 
at that they with great relu&ance fuller the reddence 
of a Ruffian agent at Pw kin ; as it is flire^tly contrary 
to the fundamental conftitution* of the empire, which 
abfolptely forbid the Chinefe to go put of th/e empire, 
and the admiffion of foreigners to an abode in it* 

f The frequent executions which the late‘Emperor 
of China was obliged to caufc to be made, in the early 

A ' part 
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had frequently fent his fervant to me with 
his compliments, but that the guard at my 
door had as often turned him back, as a 
perfon who had no bufinefs at my houfe. 
Neverthelefs, he did not think they would 
have been fo untradable, if he would have 
given them a piece of money. He mod 
ftrongly enjoined to take no notice of what 
he told me; for he would by no means 
appear in this affair; it was fufficieni that 
I was informed* by him. In order* to take 
my meafures thereupon when occafion of¬ 
fered. 

There are at Pekin a great nomber of 
fmall merchants, or rather pedlars, who, as 

foon 

part of bis reign, in order to keep the Chmcfit quiet, 
occaiioned fuch a dread in all the Chinefe, that the 
greatefl Lords of the empire coaid not approach his 
perfon without fear and trembling. Neverthelefs, this 
monarch was far from being a tyrant in reality, for he 
was a true lover of juftke, and fpared the blood of his 
fubjedU as much as poffible. He had forbid, under the 
moil fevere penalties, the putting a criminal to death,, 
for what crime foever, unlefs he (hould confirm and 
fign the fentence of death with his own hand. 
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icon as they hear of any foreigners being 
arrived from Rufiia, or other parts, bring 
ao their quarters all, forts of merchandife, 
which they get partly from the brokers, 
acd partly from other houfes, of different 
forts of people, who may have any goods . 
which they would bo willing to difpofe of | 
and it is often better to deal with thefe 
pedlars, for all forts of curiofities, and for 
made filks, than with,the fh op-keepers; 
for which reafon, I bid fome of thefe peo¬ 
ple bring to my houfe, from time to time, 
what they fhould light upon moft curious 
ita its kind, whether in rich filks, or jewels, 
qi; other goods of value, to the end that I 
might acquire a competent knowledge of 
all the forts of merchandife to be got in 
this city. Upon whi$h they reprefented 
to me, that I might well believe that they 
fought nothing more than to gain a little 
money, it, being their trade; and, of con- 
fequence,, they would not fail of doing as 
I defired them, if my houfe was occupied 
by different perfons j becaufe what goods 

were • 
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■wfere not liked by one,' might find'a buyer 
in another, and fo they might'probably 
always- fell fomething j but, is 1 alone oc* 
cupied the houfe, and had fuch si numer¬ 
ous guard at the gate, they did not know 
how to do it; • becaufe, before they were 
permitted to enter my houfe, they were o- 
bhged to agree with the" foldiers of the 
guard,' how much they were to pay them 
on their going out ; and, whether they 
fold any thing or not, they were equally 
obliged 1 to pay the money they agreed to’ 
for the^permifflbn of entry. 

Thej.2oth, I-feht tb demand of the man- 1 
darins hrho had the care of my a flairs, u If 
“ it was with their^cnowledge that the fotf 
*f diers of the guard’that wefe'at 1 my gate 
**.jdid not permit any perfon .to enter ray 
u houfe without their giving them money?” 
They, in anfwer, let me know, “ That 
“ they .knew nothing of the matter j buf 
“• they would not fail to make inquiry;" 
tf and, if they found that the foldiers, 

“ through ignorance, had done fuch a 

“ thing, 
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*- thing, they would put things in better 
41 order for the future.” And I found 
that they had fpoke to the officers of the 
guard, who told them, 4( They had ftridt 
44 orders to guard this houfe, and take par- 
44 ticular care that the common people* 
44 who are generally very infole'nt, fhould 
44 not find means of coming into the court- 
44 yard to fteal any thing; and, as they 
44 were to be anfwerable, they were obli- 
44 ged to ufe the precautions neceflary to 
44 -to- this effe&.” They came to report 
this to me, as an unanfwerable argument. 
But 1 allured them, that, whenever the 
guard admitted people to enter my houfe 
during the day‘time, I would not make 
them anfwerable for any robbery that 
might happen, at my houfe, for that I had 
a fufficient number of my own fervants to 
drive out of my court-yard any perfons who 
ihould dare to come there without having 
bufinefs. . .: - 

It muft be obferved, on this occafion, 
that the Chinefe have the cuftom of ex- 
Vol. II. Mm plaining 
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plaining themfelves but-once on one pfo- 
pofal $ «ndj having onfce given an anfwer 
upon a matter, whatfoever it be* they al¬ 
ways hold ihemfelves Upon this arifwetj a» 
an infallible argument 3 fo that, if you turd 
an affair into twenty different lights, to 
convince them, by one means or othef, of 
their etror, or to make them alter their 
fentiments, it is all loft fraubfe, they firmly 
holding by their firft word. ' AAd 4 t-fs a 
general rule with the .Ghfnefe, high and 
low, irr' aH- they ’haVe to do with fbreign- 
ers ; in fo much that, every thne a pi*opo» 
fal is made t6 them, wftfefi their intereft or 
Vanity may incline them hot to approve, h 
may be certainly depended upon, that, af* 
ter infinite difputfis, you will be obliged to 
receive the firft Vvotds* ‘"which they pro¬ 
nounced in the beginning, for an anfwer, 
be it agreeable or difagreeable. 

The 21 ft, I fpoke with the brigadier of 
my guard about this affair, who is a period 
generally efteemed by all the people of me¬ 
rit in the empire ; feme years paft, he hid 

filled 
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filled the greatest pofts o£ the fiats, but was 
difgraced, and made,brigadier, on aqcoun; 
of the bad conduit, of his brother. 1 can 
truly fay, this is the moft worthy man I 
have known in China, full of honoury rea-> 
fon and probity j and the fathers Jefujts a-> 
greed with me, that there wa$ not his e- 
qual in all this great empire* He disproved, 
very much the conduit of the officers and 
foldiere of my guard j but he reprefented tp 
me, at the fame time, “ That, having pre*» 
** cife orders from the Emperor, that all forts 
“ of the lower people fhould be prevent- 
ed from entering or leaving my houfe*at 
** their plcafure, to the end that no infufo 
** might be offered me, he. could not avoid 
“ giving the fame orders to the officers of 
** my guard j but» to prevent the abufe of 
“ his orders for time to come, he would 
“ come regplarly twice a week to my 
“ quarters, to have an eye on their beha- 
“ viour.” Which gave me opportunities of 
making a particular friendfhip with him i 
but neither mine, nor all the threats which 

the 
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the brigadier gave to the officers and fol- 
(Siers on this head, nor the rigorous treat¬ 
ment he made them feel on feveral occa- 
fions, could get the better of the infatiabfe 
avarice of thefe military people, who Took 
upon it as their right to exa& contributions 
of thofe who trade with foreigners. In 
Ihort, it would have become infupportable 
to me, to be at the mercy of the chicanes 
that this pretended guard of honour ftudied 
to vex me with every'day, if I had not had 
the hope that my credential letters would 
be very foon received ; and that I (hould 
then be able to do my affairs with more &- 
tfsfaftion. 

The 23d, my interpreter having met 
one of our debtors, he put him in mind of 
the promifes he had made to Mr De Ifmay- 
loff, and allured him, that, if he deferred 
fotisfying me, he Ihould be arrefted, feeing 
this affair would not allow of more pro¬ 
longation. Upon which, he promifed to 
{tome to me, in two or three dttys, with his 

com- 
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comrades, and to endeavour, to the utmoft 
of his power, not to come empty handed.' . 

The 26th, two of thefe debtors came to 
my houfe with a Chinefe merchant, who 
was their fecilrity ; they told me, that one 
of their partners, named Dzchundzchan, 
who was indebted to us in 1400 laen of 
fine filver, died the year before. But, as t 
was apprifed that three of them were firmly 
bound in fuch cafe, one for the other, 
which they could .not themfelves gainfay, 
this fum mud be brought to the account of 
the furvivors. Of thefe two debtors which 
came to my houfe, the one named Dzchin- 
borche was ftill in arrear 700 laen, accor¬ 
ding to what my interpreter faid, but he 
acknowledged no more than 650 laen ; the 
other, called Dzchin-fanga, was to deliver 
340 thun of kitaika * on the arrival of the 
next caravan at Pekin, and this by virtue 

of 

* A fort of glazed cotton, calendered and finoothed, 
which they make in China, of all forts of colours, 
whereof they fell great quantities through all the nor* 
them Afuu 
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of an obligation which he h 4 d given to th« 
commiflary Gufehuitof,' payable to him, 
or order. I told them, “ That, though I 
** had not in my hands the obligation he 
“ had given to Mr Gjufehnicoff, that need 
“ not hinder their paying the debt to me, 
“ if not ah at once» af. lead by little and 
ft and tittle, according as their abilities 
“ wopld enable them, .feeing this • money 
“ was tft some into, the treafury of his Cza- 
“ riih Majefty, and that, as foon as they 
4 ‘ paid the whole* I would give them an 
obligation of indemnity, which would 
puke their obligations to Gufeitnikofi'.pf 
** no value *.’’ Upon which .they replied* 

• “That. 

• » ' . 

* The commerce between Ruflia and China is at 

prefent a monopoly belonging to the treafury of Sibe¬ 
ria, no otber fubje&s of Ruflia being to concern theW 
/elves in it, on pain of death, unlds employed on ac¬ 
count of the crown, tho’ it is often evaded, by connivance 
of the Weywodes on the frontier places. By virtue of 
the laft treaty, (hey can fend no more than one caravan 
£ year from Siberia to Pekin, which doth not coafift- 
o£ mote t&ajt *qo perfoms, in (lead of 1000 and mom 
which they amounted to heretofore, and which were 

fubfifted 
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*? That flitfy ^8uM ftrtt okjifct tb this expe- 
** dient, andthatj Conformable to their pro- 
*® iUifes to the eftvby CxtraoridittaCy, to give 1 
° tile entire : fittffi&ioti thereupon, ' they 
M WOdltf not fail to do it,f<*as 1 fhobld re¬ 
active part of their 'debts belbfe the end 
*^bf the Aonth/’“ Theft prbmifes conti¬ 
nued, From day to dtly, Without any pare 
of thCm being fulfilled ; and as I knew, by 
mv own experience, that there are nowhere 
to'orfe paymasters than 'in China, tfnlefs 
they can 1 be Compelled by force, l w2s obli¬ 
ged fo fall on Other methods. 

,"'*** May. 

i '1: ( 

The i ft, I delivered to my mandarins 
two memorials on the fubjedt of thofe 
debts, and the debts of the parfon of St 
Nicholas, defiring they would prefent theta 
ta the council, and communicate to me the 
anfwer which they ftiould recei ve on them. 
The fame day my mandarins put into my 

hand? 

fubfifted at the charge of the Chan of China, whilst 
they were on the territories of China 5 but now they 
are to fubfift upon their own charges* 
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hands 82 laen and 26 fun of fine diver • 
faying, “ That his Majefty had ordered 
this film to be paid me for the value of the 
{heep, fifli, fowls, and; milk, for two 
months paft ; and, for the timeto come, 
every nine days, a clerk from the imperial 
treafury would bring me 1? laen, and 37 
fun, in payment for the laid provifions ; 
and that the other allowances, which I was 
to receive in kind, fhould be like wife lent 
me. by a clerk of the magazines from 
whence they were taken.” So that ah l 
fhould receive for my monthly allowance, 
in money and provifions, would amount, 
according to the current prices, to 48 laen; 
but they allowed no forage for my horfes, 
which is a confiderable article at Pekin, 
where forage is extremely dear. After 
which, during the reft of this day, the wea¬ 
ther was very bad, a great deal of rain, 
with mighty gufts of wind ; the old houfe 
where I was lodged could no longer ftacd 
the bad weather ; all the wall of one fide 
Of my chamber fell, about midnight, into 
' " ' the 
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the court-yard, which made me very appre- 
henfive for what remained. I was obliged to 
retire into an adjoining chamber, to avoid, 
in fome meafure, the danger to which I 
found myfelf expofed. As this chamber, 
though a forry place, was very low, I 
found myfelf in lefs danger ; befides, it 
was not -quite fo old and infirm as the o- 
ther. 

The next day, the 2d of this month, I 
tdvenifed my mandarins of what had hap¬ 
pened, praying them to caufe immediate 
reparation to be made, if not of the whole 
houfe, of that apartment where 1 lodged at 
leaft. Whereupon they fent to allure me 
it fhould be done without lofs of time. ' 

But, on the 4th, they changed their note, 
and let me know that they could do no¬ 
thing in it before the departure of the Em¬ 
peror, feeing the college, which had the 
care of the buildings, .were fo much em¬ 
ployed about the court, that they coi*ld 
give no attention to other affairs for the 
prefent. Whereupon 1 offered to repair it 
Vol. II. Nn by > 
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by people I would hire on my own ex- 
pences. But they wanted to impofe upon me 
in the price. And the mandarins protefted 
to me, that it was an affair that might bo 
their utter ruin, if the Emperor fliould 
come to know that they had confented to 
my repairing with my money a houfe that 
belonged to him ; but they allured me 
they fhould fet to work upon it very foon. 

The 8th, the Bogdoi-Chan departed for 
Jegchol; and, having the honour to attend 
him, on this occafion, to 15 ly from Pekin, 
his Majefty alked me, “ If I expe&ed the 
caravan foon ?*’ I anfwcred thereupon, 
** That I had not received any advices from 
the commiflary, but nevertheless I compu« 
ted that the caravan might he at Pekin in 
two months from that time.” Whereupon 
he alked me, “ If I would not come and 
pafs the time with the court at Jegcholl ?" 
I received fuch a gracious invitation with all 
due fubmilfion, promifing to come to pay my 
devoirs to his Majefty at Jegcholl as foon 
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atf poffible *. But, on my returning to Pe¬ 
kin, the govemour of the city let 
know, “ That I could not follow the Em¬ 
peror before his Majefty had fent the nei. 
ceffary orders to him and the council to 
give me poft-horfes, and the efcort of man¬ 
darins, which I Should have occafion for in 
(his journey.” In the mean time, I made 
Several agreements, with divers perfons, 
for different forts of japanned ware, which 
his Czarith Majefty wanted to have, which 
I could not get at the ufnal price, becauf* 
thofe who Supplied me with them were o- 
fcliged to give a great part of what they 
gained on them every day to the Soldiers 
of my guard, for the liberty of entering 
my houfe. 

Thd 

• The late Emperor of China *»• extremely a&bU 
and gracious towards Europeans, more efpecially to that* 
who excelled in *ny fcicnce. He was taller than nfuai 
for people of his country, and not to be known, either 
by his complexion or feature, to be of Tartar extract 
tion | it was only to be obferved, that his cheek-bones^ 
under his eyes, were a little rifiqg and ^rominepfp iihd 
the Mongallts 
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The 10th, my mandarins being come to 

me, one of them took leave of' me ? 
being, as he told me, named by the court 
|o go, in quality of envoy, to the Delay-? 
Lama *, and the other gave me pofitive a£t 
Frances, that, early the next morning, the 
workmen fhould begin to repair my quar¬ 
ters, and that they had already provided 
the materials neccflary for that purpose. In- 
regard to my two memorials, concerning 
the debts above mentioned, he gave, me for 
anfwer, “ That the prefident would not 
receive them, not finding it proper to 
meddle with fuch trifling things, as he had 
beforehand told Mr De Ifmayloff himfelf^ 
that the council would absolutely not em- 

barrafe 

i - 

* The Delay-Lama is the fovereign pontiff of the 
Kalmucks> Mongalfc, and many other idolatrous Sta¬ 
tions north of the Indies, He is adored as a god by 
ill thefe people, and by them bettered to be Immortal* 
He lives in a convent near the city of Potafa r in the 
kingdom of Tangute, upon an high mountain, fonthof 
the deferts of Xame, towards the frontiers of Chinas 
Vide Hift* Gtncalog. 4 es Tartares, 
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barrtfe themfqlves with any affair of debts-} 
that neverthelefs he had ordered his manda¬ 
rin -to prefs he debtors to difcharge thetf 
debts, in cafe they were in acopditionof 
paying fuch fums.” 

The aoth, *ny mandarin coming, flop¬ 
ped at my gate, and having learned that 
my apartment remained ftill in the fame 
condition, he fent one of his fervants to 
make his excufes to me, for not coming to 
fee me ; alledging, that the great heat ap¬ 
proaching at noon would, he feared, in¬ 
commode him; . But 1 caufed him to be 
told, for my whole anfwer,. “ That I did 
not underfland Xuch a compliment/ and 
that I wiihed, with all my heart, that, in 
time to come, he would difpenfe with cp- 
ming to my houfe at all.” Upon this an-* 
fwer, he thought fit to come himfelf to me, 
and to complain much of the negligence of 
the college, which had the care of the 
buildings, in not adverting to the repair of 
my houfe, notwithfianding he had wrote 
to them feveral times on the fubjedt, in the 

mod 


Digitized by Google 



M JOtnttfAX Of I^an 

molt preffing terms. I demanded of him* 
“ What he believed the Czar, my mafter,’ 
Would think of fuch u&ge as he fhowed 
me; and, if he was not afraid, that ia 
time he might be made refponfible for fuch 
treatment.'* But he, laughing, told me, 
* That there palled many other things with 
(hem, and of more importance than this 
was, without daring to carry complaints to 
the Chan, and he did not doubt but that it 
was the fame at our court.” Neverthelefi, 
the brigadier of my guard, on being in¬ 
formed of the affair, went to the Manda¬ 
rins of that college, and threatened them 
with his going himfelf to acquaint the Em¬ 
peror, that, by their negligence, they con¬ 
tributed to the diminution of his glory in 
foreign countries, if they did not, without 
further delay, caufe my houfe to be repair¬ 
ed the very next day. 

The 05th, at length there came work¬ 
men to put my apartment into an habi¬ 
table ftate. The fame day one of our deb¬ 
tors, named Dzchin-Sanga, brought me 50 

thun 
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tbun of kitaika ; but I faw do appearance 
of getting any thing from the others, they 
beiog very poor and indigentj and I per¬ 
ceived that the proceedings of our man¬ 
darin with them, tended more to get fomo 
little prefents from them to hitnfelf, from 
time to time, than ferioufly to prefs them 
to the difcharge of our debt. 

In the months of June, July, and a part 
of Auguft, there palled nothing material 
regarding me, either at the court, or with 
the miniftry ; all thofe of any diftindion 
being going to partake of country diver- 
lions. Wherefore, I fhall fill this vaca¬ 
tion by a faithful report of the obfervationa 
which I could mabe, during my ftay at this 
court, as well myfelf, as by fome of my 
friends, of the prefent ftate of trade in the 
city of Pekin; but I mud, at the lame 
time, acknowledge to the reader, that there 
is much wanting to make the oblervationt 
fuch as they ought to be, and might have 
|>een, if I had not been fo ftraightened, and 

if 
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if they had let me enjoy the means of; in¬ 
forming myfelf thoroughly of things. 

• The people of Korea, who are tributary 
to China, come twice a year to Pekin *,• 
viz. in the months of March and Auguft, 
to the number of 40 or 50 perfons, as well 
to pay their tribute to the Emperor as to 
carry on their trade ; which coufifts prin¬ 
cipally of the following merchandifes. 

» A fort of large paper made of raw filk, 
fomething like the large paper for wrap¬ 
ping up things in Europe. They make 
ufe of this paper in China for windows in- 
place of glafs. 

f Paper, with gold or filver figures, for 
hanging their chambers. 

AU 

* • Korea is 9 peninfula, caftward of the grand wall 
of China ; it is contiguous on the weft to the province 
of Leotang of China, and on the north to the Eaftern 
Mongalls. The Koreans are, from time immemorial, 
tributaries of China, who treat them very hardly, not 
permitting them any commerce with ftrangers. Ne- 
▼erthelefs, they do not fail to come clandeftinely with 
tlieir goods, by the fea of Japan, to the river Amoor, 
and thence by the Naunda to the city Naun, to traffic 
with the Mongalls, and indire&ly with the Ruffians. 
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All forts of lafge fans, of different fa¬ 
ctions. 

Mats, very neat and fine, which they 
ufe in fummer in place of matraffes. 

Cut tobacco, very fmall, for fmoking, 
much eftcemed in China, and preferred to 
that of their own growth. 

Stripped cotton fluffs. • 

A fort of furs, which the Ruffes call 
chorky, and which they call colouk in Si¬ 
beria ; it is in great abundance in Korea ; 
they fell a great deal of it in Pekin. 

A fort of dry*fifh, which they get from 
a certain large fhell-fifh in the fea of Ja¬ 
pan. 

It is with thefe commodities that they 
trade ; and although they may, in a man¬ 
ner, be confidered as the fame nation with 
the Chinefe, and in fome degree their fub- 
je&s, yet they do not enjoy the lead liber¬ 
ty during their abode at Pekin ; all com¬ 
munication atjd converfation with foreign¬ 
ers being abfolutely forbidden them, and 
much reftri&ed with the Chinefe them- 
Vol. II. O o felves; 
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felves ; iftfbmuch, that the Chinefe Are pot 
lefs fufpicious of them than of any other 
aation whatfoever. As they cannot make 
by their trade any thing to a confiderable 
amount, they generally bring with them to 
Pekin large fuma in filver, in Spanifh pie. 
ees of eight, and in Dutch dollars, which 
are looked upon in China as inferior to the 
fine filver of China, which they call the 
Chan’s filver, by 5,6, or 7 per cent, which 
fhows, that the inhabitants of Korea have 
fome trade with the ifiands of Japan, or, at 
leaft, with the ifiands lying between Japan 
and Korea ; although it is abfolutely for¬ 
bid the inhabitants of that country to have 
the leaft communication or commerce with 
pther nations, or to admit foreign ftiips in¬ 
to their ports; having, for that end, a 
mandarin always refiding in Korea, to 
have 4 n eye on the proceedings of that na¬ 
tion. With this money they buy, at Pe* 
kin, 

The fineft raw-filk. 

-. A 
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A fort of darnaik, called by the Ruffes 
goly, and by the Chinefe coqty-toanza, 
that ta damafk of Korea ; becaufe, at firft, 
the Koreans alone bought that fort of da- 
raafk. 

A fort of fluff mixed 'with (ilk, fit for 
linings, called by the Chinefe fanfa. 

Tea and china-ware. 

All forts of difhes of white copper, fof 
houlhold ufe. 

Cotton. 

They likewife buy the tails of fables, to 
border their caps, and the collars of their 
robes. 

It is likely that they trade into othep 
parts with the (ilk and damafk, which they 
carry from Pekin, feeing they take away 
much greater quantities than the confump- 
tion of their own country can require. 

When there is no Ruffian caravan, nor 
any of that nation at Pekin, they quarter 
thofe of Korea in the habitation appointed 
for the Ruffes ; but when there are Ruffes 
in this city they give the Koreans other 

quarters ^ 
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quarters ; for this reafon the Chiuefe call 
this houfe Couty Coanne, or magazine of 
the Koreans, when it is occupied by the 
Koreans i and Urufla Coanne, or maga¬ 
zine of the Ruffes, when occupied by people 
of that nation. 

When the Koreans, whether deputies 
from that country or merchants, arrive at 
Pekin, there are two mandarins forthwith 
named to go to their lodgings to obferve 
who goes in to them, or comes out from 
them ; and to examine the caufe of their 
coming, and how they became acquainted 
with the Koreans: They likewife place 
guards all around their quarters, to prevent 
any perfon from having private accefs to 
them. When any of this nation go abroad, 
upon any affair, the guard follows them 
every where, with large whips,, to prevent 
any perfon from joining them in the ftreet j 
and they dare not go to fee any perfon 
without permiflion of the guard. As the 
inhabitants of Korea are not ufed to ride 
on horfebacfc, and are afraid to mount a 

horfe, 
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horfe, for fear of accidents, they give them 
a guard of infantry, who have no other 
arms, when they are in garrifon, than their 
•whips. Befides all thefe fteps, full of fuf-. 
picion, they fix, at their quarters, an edi& 
of the court, fignifying, that all perfons 
whatfoever are forbid to enter their houfe 
without the knowledge of the mandarin, 
deputed for that purpofe, who, after exa¬ 
mining them as to what they have to do 
there, takes notice of their names, and fends 
a foldier into the houfe with them to ob- 
ferve what pafies. It is a very profitable 
commiifion for thofe mandarins who are 
deputed to guard the Koreans; for they 
always farm the privilege of trading with 
them to that company of Chinefe mer¬ 
chants who offer the mod money for it, 
which fometimes amounts to a confiderable 
fum ; and it is by no means permitted to 
any other merchants, befides the members 
of this company, to trade, for that time, 
with the Koreans. 

The 
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The Chiaefe have not, in a manner, any 
trade with the Indies *, excepting fotne 
fmatl dealings they may have on the fron¬ 
tiers of the neighbouring Bates t But It was 
impofiible for me to get to the knowledge 
of what thofe trades confifted in ; for, a- 
mong a thoufand people of the inhabitants 
of Pekin, it is rare tp find one perfon who 
hath the leaf! knowledge of any thing that 
pa flies without its gates. It is true that the 
Chinefe do carry on trade, fometimes at 
Bengal, tQ the Philippine iflands, to Bata* 
via, and even to Goa ; but that is net 
brought about but by ftealth, by the con¬ 
nivance of the mandarin governours of the 
iea-ports, obtained by means of a round 
fum of money, without the knowledge of 
the court; befides, it is abfolutely forbid, 
. to every fubje& of the empire, to go into 

foreign 

* China is feparated from the country of the Gnat 
Mogul by fandy deferts, impaflable for merchants; and 
the other provinces of India by mountains, which are 
very difficult to pals, and in a manner hinders all com¬ 
merce between thefe two empires. 
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foreign parts, upon what oecaGon foeVer, 
without a permifliotl, or ati orders froitt 
the Emperor or the government *. 

The Buchariana come alfo to Pekifl, but 
without observing any Gated times f< They 
bring large romld cornelian!, of a very 

• The greatOft pstot t( At Chfcefe, Whb or* dif* 
|-trftf in feveral places of the Eaft Indies, for the lake 
of commerce, are the pofterity of thofe who left Chinn 
when the Mongall Tartars made Aemfclves mailers of 
that empire j and they have no other then daodefthtt 
communication with their Gbinefe coontrymea. They 
are e»GJy hnewn by their long hair, which it natural to 
them} inftcad of which the Chinefe, fubjeds to tho 
Tartars, are obliged, under pain of death, to cut their 
hair fhort, like the Kalmucks and Mongalla, who baVU 
all their heads ihaven, except a tuft of hair on tho top- 
of their head, which they prdenre of the natural l engt h 
of their hair. 

f There are two fiachariat, the Great and tho U& 
tie. The Great Bucharia h fituated between Perfianad 
the country ef tho Grand Mogul, about the 4dth de* 
gree of latitude. This is the country ef the UftecK 
Tartars, who are Mahometans. Tho Little Bachurin ie- 
fituated to the eaft of Ac Great, and extends td A? 
frontiers of China, on the fide of the deleft Xante, and 
kingdom of Tibet, wfekh is their ooafifwd Is the froth < 

Ai| 
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good colour, which they barter with the. 
Chinefe againft damafks, kitaika, tea, to¬ 
bacco, China-ware, and filler. They firing 
thefe on fraall filkea lines, in the manner 
of beads; and they are worn by manda¬ 
rins of the firft orders, when they appear 
at court, or in the colleges, in their habits 
of ceremony, wearing one row of them a- 

bout 

th h lift is fubjed to the Kontayfta, Grand Chin of the 
Kalmucks. The Buchanans are a particular nation, 
which hare no connexion either with the Mahometan 
or Pagan Tartars, nor with any other people of thofe 
ports. They do not know themfelres whence they 
draw their origin. Neverthclefs, they make profeffion 
of-the Mahometan religion. They occupy the towns 
of the Two Bnchatias, and only employ themfelyes a- 
bout their commerce. Thofe of the Great Bucharia 
carry on their trade ip the dominions of the Great 
Mogul in Perfia, and in Siberia, and are tributary to 
the Chan of the Ulbecks. Thofe of the Little Buchan 
ria trade into China, into the kingdoms of Tibet and 
Tangut, and with the Kalmucks and MongaHs their, 
neighbours; thefe laft pay tribute to the Kontayfha. 
The Bucharians have many cuftoiAs and ceremonies, 
much like thofe of the Jews; nor is their dialed, phy- 
fiognomy, and fiae much unlike them; which may gire ‘ 
accofion to many reflexions. 
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bout their necks, which hangs down on their 
bellies. They bring alfo mulk, rough dia¬ 
monds, and many other forts of precious 
Hones ; but, as I was informed, of no great 
value; becaufe it is rare to find, among 
the Chinefe, any who will riik the laying 
out a confiderable fum for a fine ftone; 
The Chinefe polilh thefe (tones, after their 
own fafhion, in order to make them pro-, 
per for ornamenting the heads of the fair 
fex. 

I had no opportunity of being acquaint¬ 
ed with any of this nation, not being al¬ 
lowed liberty fufficient for that end ; and* 
oft their part, they dared not run the rifk 
of coming to my houfe, for fear of the 
guard at my gate ; fo that I cannot give 
an exadf account concerning them. 

They alfo bring to Pekin gold-dull *, 
which the Chinefe buy commonly at the 
VoL. II. P p price 

• The gold which the Buchanans bring to China 
comes from the high mountains which feparate the do* 
tainions of the Great Mogul from the Grand Tartary. 

Ali 
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price of 5, 6, to 7 laen of filver per laen of 
gold-duft, becaufe it is unrefined ; they a£» 
fure me that it is very fine when purified, 
and is then equal to the gold of the Chan. 

Thefe Tartars dwell in the provinces of 
Chamill and Turfan *, under the protec¬ 
tion of the Emperor of China, in confide- 
ration of a moderate tribute, which they 
pay him annually. In return they buy at 
Pekin, 

Hides 

All thefe mountains abound in rich mines of all forts, 
But none of them are wrought; neverthelefs they make 
very confiderable gains annually, by the great quanti¬ 
ties of gold-dud which the mighty torrents, formed by 
the rains in the fpring, along with the fhows melting, 
bring down with them into the neighbouring valleys : 
For the inhabitants of thefe mountains, together with 
the Kalmucks, who encamp with their cattle in the ad¬ 
jacent plains, come afterwards to gather thefe grains of 
gold, in the pits which the torrents have made in their 
paflage, and barter them, with the Bucharians, again d 
all forts of fmall things for which they may have occa- 
Con in their way of life. 

* The provinces of Chamill and Turfan are Ctuated 
to the wed of the defert of Xame, towards the 40th de¬ 
gree of latitude* They make a part of the Little Bucha¬ 
ns* 
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Hides of Ruffia to make boots. 

Fox-fkinSj red and brown. 

Squirrel-fkins, white and gray. 

Beaver-lkins. 

Sables, and other furs. 

Ritaika. 

Cotton, like the woollens of Europe, of 
which they ufe part themfelves, and fell 
part to the Kalmucks *, their neighbours. 
They alfo take, 

Tea. 

Tobacco. 

And of the fmalleft China-ware ; of all 
which in pretty large quantities. 

Befides 

ria, and have been fubjeft hitherto to the Kontayfha, 
Grand Chan of the Kalmucks 5 but a few years fince 
the Chinefe, joined by the Mongalls, have pofTeiTed 
themfelves of it, after having driven out the Kai* 
mucks. 

• The Kalmucks occupy a great part of the Nor¬ 
thern Afia; they are divided into three principal 
branches, under one fovereign Chan, whom they call 
the Kontayfha $ they have no fixed habitation, but al¬ 
ways live in tents. Though the Kalmucks are indifpu- 
tably the braved of the Tartars, they are, nevertheleis, 

dcfirous 


Digitized by VjOOQlC 



3o® Journal of 17*1. 

Befides the goods I have above fpecified, 
I know of no others which they bring to 
Pekin. 

The moft valuable furniture of lackered 
ware, viz. cabinets, chairs, tables, bafkets, 
and other things of that fort, as alfo the 
'richeft porcelain-ware, come from Japan *. 
For, when the Emperor fends any perfon 
to Japaq, in a public character, mod of the 
princes and great men of the court feldom 
fail to engage him to bring them fome of 
thofe things at his return. Sometimes 
they find means to bring thefe things into 
China clandeftinely j but that is very fel¬ 
dom. 

defirous of living peaceably, contenting themfelves with 
the fubfiftence which their cattle can afford tlfem, and 
do no harm to any, unlefs they are hurt by them ; but, 
when once irritated, they become irreconcilable ene¬ 
mies. Their religion is that of the Delay-Lama. 

, * All merchandifc of Japan is contraband in China, 
which is the reafon they cannot be brought into Rufiia, 
with the caravans from China, at lead without very 
great rifle. The fmall quantity of Japan goods, which 
are clandeftinely brought into China, being kept very 
private, and paid for at very dear rates by the Chipeft 
themfelves. 
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dom. This is the reafon that the commo¬ 
dities of Japan are not always to be had at 
Pekin, unlefs a man would pay an exorbi¬ 
tant price; neverthelefs they are found 
there fometimes reafonably enough ; be- 
caufe feldom a year pa fifes that the Empe¬ 
ror doth not amerce fome or other of the 
great lords in«very confiderable fines, which 
obliges them to raife all the money they 
can on their moveables and immoveables; 
and whoever hath money lying by him 
doth, on thefe occafions, lay it out to great 
advantage, and buy the mod curious and 
valuable things for little money *. 

After the lackered ware of Japan, that 
of the province of Fokien is looked upon 
as the beft ; but none of it comes to Pekin, 
becaufe the great lords of China opprefs 
the merchants to a great degree, and take 

their 

* It fecms to be a favourite maxim, adopted in all 
the eaftem courts, to wink at all the vile pra&ices, and 
rapacious impofitions, of the minifters ; and, when 
they have well plucked and drained the fubftance of 
the people, the prince then fqueezes them dry for his 
ewn ufe. 
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their goods from them, upon many frivo¬ 
lous pretences, without leaving them the 
lead hopes of ever obtaining any payment. 
For this reafon, all merchants, and others 
of any lucrative trade, at Pekin, have fallen 
into the 'cuftom of patting, themfelves un¬ 
der the prote&ion of fome one or other of 
the princes of the blood, or other great 
lords, or minifters of the court; and, by 
this means, with the affiftance of a round 
lum of money, paid annually to their pro¬ 
testors, they are able to get clear of the 
extortions of the mandarins, and fome- 
times of thofe of the common foldiers: 
For, without fuch a powerful prote&ion, a 
merchant mud be an undone man at Pe¬ 
kin, where every one thinks they have an 
v undoubted right to form pretenfions upon 
a man that lives by trade. And, if any of 
them are fo imprudent as to attempt ob¬ 
taining fatisfa&ion, by the way of juftice, 
they fall from bad to worfe ; for the man¬ 
darins of juftice, after having drained 
from them all they can, feldom fail of or¬ 
dering 
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dering the goods, taken from them unjuft- 
ly, to be brought to the college j but he 
mud be a cunning fellow indeed, who {hall 
be able ever to get them from thence. 

They have at Pekin a people dexterous 
enough at lackering, but their works fall far 
{hort of thofe of Japan and Fokren, which 
may be attributed to the difference of cli¬ 
mate ; and it is for this reafon that the 
lackered work made at Pekin is always 
much cheaper than the other. Neverthe- 
•lefs, the lackered work made at Pekin in¬ 
finitely exceeds any work of that kind 
made in Europe. 

The fhips which arrive every year at 
Canton, from England, France, Holland, 
Denmark, and other parts, generally bring 
the following forts of merchandife. 

Silver of different coins. 

All forts of fine cloth. 

Camblets. 

Woollen duffs. 

Fine Holland linen. 

Standing clocks and watches. 

Looking- 
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Looking* glades of all fizes. 

Mathematical inftruments. 

Etwys from England. 

Pencils. 

European paper of all forts. 

Different forts of milliner wares. 

Some forts of European liquors, efpecial- 
ly wine. 

A good part of thofe merchandifes are 
diftributed in prefents among the manda¬ 
rins of the government of that city ; of the 
reft, the European merchants generally 
make a very confiderable profit. They 
employ the filver thefe bring in purchafing 
diverfe forts of goods, by virtue of an a- 
greement made before hand : They carry 
away with them from thence, 

Raw filk. 

Damalks wrought according to draughts 
furnifhed to them. 

Wrought filks. 

Lackered ware. 

Tea, green and bohea. 

. Badians, 
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Badians, a feed having a tafte much like 
anifeed. 

Canes, and China-ware, made according 
lo models given them. 1 ,, 

They alfo lometimes bring away gold, 
but very feldom, becaufe they generally 
get it cheaper in the Indies. They alfo 
find at Canton pietty valuable Bones, ex¬ 
cept diamonds, but not in any great quan¬ 
tities. 

They make the beft . filk brocades of 
China, that are brought to Europe, in the 
provinces of Quoantung and Fokien. 

The filver which they bring from Eu¬ 
rope to Canton is received at the fame rate 
as that brought from Korea to Pekin ; and 
they have the advantage of buying their 
goods at Canton from 30 to 40 per cent, 
cheaper than they could do at Pekin. 

The laft year there arrived at Canton a 
French commiflary, belonging to the new 
India company eftablilhed in Paris *, who 
obtained leave of the court to refide there 
Vol. II. Qji for 

1 

* The Miffifipi Company. 
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for time to come ; but, when he wanted 
to defpatch the (hip loaden with merchan¬ 
dise, he met with fo many obstacles at the 
cuftom-houfe, and from the government, 
doubtlefs, to draw more money from him, 
notwithstanding he had already made Suffi¬ 
cient prefents, that at length, defpairing to 
fee an end of thefe impositions, he gave or¬ 
ders to the captain of the (hip to weigh 
anchor, and depart, in fpite of thofe people; 
which was done as he defired. But he was 
obliged,to avoid being very ill treated on this 
occation, to take the Chinefe habit, and fo 
retire to a convent of Dominicans, at the 
dift&nce of two ly from Canton *, where 
he kept himfelf incognito, till Such time as 
the French Jefuits at Pekin had found 
means, by the force of prefents, to obtain 
liberty for him to appear openly, with two 

or 

* There are many Roman Catholic Convents in 
China, which, in the time of the late Emperor of Chi¬ 
na, had much the fame immunities as the convents in 
Europe enjoyed. No perfon durft enter bat with the 
confent of the religious of the convent, unlefs by ex* 
prefs order of the Emperor of China. 
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or three domefttcs, and remain there till 
the court Should otherwife diredt; on the 
condition that he and his fervants fhould 
wear the Chineie habit. Neverthelcfs, I 
was afterwards informed, that the manda¬ 
rins of the government of Canton let no 
opportunity efcape them of chagreening 
him, infomuch, that he found himfelf 
obliged to re-imbark the firft opportunity 
that offered itfelf. They alfo had the laft 
year at Canton a frigate from Offend, bear¬ 
ing the Emperor of Germany’s colours. 

For the reft,they carry to China from Eu¬ 
rope, and bring back from China, a very great 
variety of toys, and different forts of curi- 
ofities, upon which they make a very con- 
fiderable profit; but thefe are fo numerous 
that it is not poffible to furnifh a complete 
fpecification of them. 

In regard to our commerce with China, 
it is at prefent in a very hnguifhing con¬ 
dition ; and nothing in the world would 
bring more prejudice to our caravans than 

the 


Digitized by Google 



3 o8 J O U R 1ST A L O F 

the commerce which is carried oa at 
Urga * ; for from this place there is 
brought monthly, and even weekly, to 
Pekin, not only the fame forts of goods 
which our caravans bring, but of a better 
quality than thofe brought by our cara- 
vans, and in fo great quantities, that the 
merchandifes which the’ merchants of Pe¬ 
kin, who go continually between Pekin and 
Urga, to trade with our people, and the 
goods which the lamas of the Mongalls f 

bring 

* The camp of the Chan of the weftern Mcngalls, 
who are tributaries of China, is called Urga. This prince 
encamps on the fight of the river Selinga, about 500 
vertls fouth of Selinginfky, towards the frontiers of 
China; and though he doth not always encamp in the 
fame place, yet he feldom quits this country without 
indifpenfable neceffity. By virtue of the lad conven¬ 
tion of the frontiers, the Ruffians of Selinginfky might 
freely come to Urga to barter Ruffia hides, and the 
coarfe woollen cloth of Siberia, againft cattle; but as, 
under this pretext, they brought great quantities of va¬ 
luable furs, which they fold agauid the merchandifes 
of China, this clandeftine commerce much injured the 
trade of the caravans of Siberia* 
t The priefts of the weftern Mongalls, and the Kal¬ 
mucks, are called lamas $ there are different order*. 
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bring from their parts, amount every year 
to four or five times as much value as the 
caravans that come to Pekin in the name 
of his Czarifli Majefty. And I have been 
informed, by thofe who have been em¬ 
ployed by the great men of Pekin to buy 
their provifion of furs at Urga, that there 
they can buy finer, and more valuable 
black fox- (kins, than they have ever feen 
in our caravan. I muft add befides, that 
thefe great quantities of our merchandifes 
brought from Urga to Pekin, do confider- 
ably lower the prices. The merchants of 
Pekin, and the lamas of the Mongalls, who 
bring them to Pekin, are always capable of 
affording them four or five per cent, lower 
than the cpmmiflary of the caravan can, of' 
which the reader will be eafily convinced, 
if he gives attention to what I am about 
to 1 lay before him. 

The Rufs merchants, and all other 
people that come and go continually be¬ 
tween Selinginfky and Urga, buy thehr 
goods where they find it moft convenient; 

inftead 
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inftead of which, the commiflary U obliged 
to receive thofe he brings with the cara¬ 
van, out of his Majefty’s treafury, from 
fworn apprifers of the treafury, who often 
fet fo high a price on them, that they find 
it difficult to fell them for half the price va¬ 
lued at to them. Another advantage which 
thofe who go to trade to Urga enjoy, is, 
that they make the journey thither in ten 
or twelve days ; and, beginning their traf¬ 
fic immediately on their arrival, they are 
ready to return in two or three days after} 
in place of which, the commiflary, after 
having .been at confiderable expence, can 
with difficulty enough get to Pekin in three 
months; and, when he gets there, they 
keep him (hut up fix or feven weeks, ac¬ 
cording to the maxims pra&ifed by the 
Chinefe hitherto ; in confcquence whereof 
the abundance of merchandife of Rullia 
arrived at Pekin obliges them ftill to fpend 
feveral months in getting quit of theirs: 
And as, by the Iaft treaty, they are obli¬ 
ged to maintain themfelves, and all thofe 

be- 
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belonging to the caravan, at their own 
proper expence, all thefe circutnflanceS can¬ 
not fail of occafioning a very material dif¬ 
ference in the balance of their trade. For, 
before they began to trade at U¥ga, a ca¬ 
ravan, how large foever, was all fold off in 
three months, at the prices fet by the com- 
miffary himfelf. Moreover, all the Chi- 
nefe who traded at that time with -us be¬ 
came rich ; inftead of which, all thofe who 
have traded with us fmce that time have 
traded to their own lofi, and may be deem¬ 
ed at prefent quite ruined. The expences 
of a journey to Urga are very trifling; for 
tfiey can buy at Selinginflcy as much pro- 
vifion for ten roubles as will ferve ten per- 
fons for a month ; in place of which, ten 
roubles will hardly ferve them a week at 
Pekin. Befides, thofe who go into China 
to trade are obliged to buy forage for their 
horfes, &c. in place of which, thofe who 
go to Urga to trade, put their horfes to 
grafs, without coding them a farthing. The 
Chinefe merchants, on their fide, who 
come to Urga to trade, are likewife at much 

lefs 
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lefs expence than the commiflary ; becaufe 
they buy at Pekin, and the towns through 
which they pafs, tea, tobacco, rice, and o- 
ther grains, ordinary damafks, kitaika, and 
other like merchandife, at a very low 
price j which they barter, on the road with 
the Mongalls, againft horfes, fheep, and, 
in a word, all forts of cattle; infomuch. 
that, as the private merchants make both 
their journey, out and home alfo, f with in- 
finite lefs expence than the commiflary of 
a caravan, it cannot be otherwife, than 
that they can buy and fell their merchan¬ 
dife on much better terms than acommif- 
fary can, who is obliged to remain, with a 
number-of attendants, in, a city where 
living is fo dear as at Pekin, a longer time 
than would fervea merchant at Selinginfky 
for making four or five journies' to Urga. 

In fine, when the caravan returns to Rufiia,- 
they find, after fuch great expences, that; 
the quantity of Chinefe goods brought to 
Ruflia by private traders, is fo very large, 
that they mud fell theirs at a very mode-, 

_■ rate.- 
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rate price* All thefe circumftances well 
confidered, it is eafy to comprehend that, 
upon clofing the accounts of the caravan, 
the profits cannot, at this time, be much 
more than the difburfements. But, to re¬ 
turn to our journal. 

Augujl. 

The 14th, I received a letter fromCora- 
miflary IftopnikofF, dated from the river 
Tola *, 29th of July ; by which he defired 
me to prevail on the council for the af¬ 
fairs of the Mongalls f to fend him an af- 

fignment 

# Tola is a river in the country of the Moogalls, 
which comes from the eaft, and enters the river Or- 
chon about 250 verbs fotith-eafl of Selinginflcy. B f 
virtue of the new regulation, the caravans 6f Sibe¬ 
ria who go to Pekin ought to enter on the territories 
belonging to China upon their patting this river. 

f The council for the affairs of the Mongalls at Pe¬ 
kin is a college, who have the care of every thing re¬ 
garding the nation of the Mongalls, as well thofe who 
are the hereditary fubje&s of the Emperor of China, as 
alfo thofe who are only und$r the protection of this em¬ 
pire. This college, at the fame time, enters indirectly into 
the cognizance of all the affairs which regard the pow¬ 
er s T 

Vol. H. R r 
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fignment for 2000 laen of filver upon the 
cuftom-houfe of Kalchanna * j offering to 
return the fame (for which he had prefling 
cccaflon, for the neceffities of the caravan > ) 
as foon as he (hould commence his trade at 
Pekin ; and he added) that the fame favour 
had been formerly granted to Commiflary 
Ofkolkoff. 

The 15th, I went to the council, and 
having fpoken of this affair with the afkio- 
namina, or vice-prefident, he promifed to 
confult the regifters of the council upon it, 
and to write dire&ly about it to the prefi- 
dent at Jegcholl, and that he would com¬ 
municate his anfwer to me. 

The 17th, having fent my interpreter to 
the council to know if they had come to a- 

ny 

ers who border on China, from the north-eaft to the 
weft, whence It comes that they are the court who 
have mod to do of any in China. v 

• Kalchanna is the firft Chinefe city, within the 
great wall, that you come to, in the road from Selin- 
giniky to Pekin. It is here that the duties, inwards 
and outwards, are paid by the Ruffians, and alfo for 
great part of the country of the Mongalls. 
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ny refolution on this affair, he brought 
back the following anfwer: “ That they 
had indeed found in the regifters, that the 
council had formerly advanced money to 
the commiflary; but that the trade was an 
objedfc of fo little confequence with them, 
that they did not think it merited the coun¬ 
cil’s being incommoded with propofals of 
that fort.” 

The 18th, a mandarin came to me from 
the council, and notified to me, that his 
Majefty, calling to remembrance my being 
at Pekin, had given orders to the council, 
that I (hould be efcorted to Jegcholl by a 
mandarin, and fome of the military. 
Whereupon I anfwered him, that I would 
be ready the next day, with my interpre¬ 
ter, and two domeftics, if they would take 
care : to provide the relays which I fhould 
want for the journey. 

The 19th, all being ready for the jour¬ 
ney, I left Pekin very early in the morning. 

The 21 ft, I arrived at Jegcholl, and re¬ 
paired forthwith to the court ; and having 

found 
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found the chamberlain of the Chan, who 
is generally an eunuch *. 1 prayed him, 

according to the cuftom of the country, to 
inform himfelf, on my behalf, of the health 
of the Bodgdoi-Chan, and to inform his 
Majefty of my being there ; upon which 
bis Majefty did me the favour of fending 
to me a falver covered with all forts of new 
fruits, which were followed by another, 
charged with divers forts of meat from his 
kitchenhe ordered me to be told, at the 
fame time, that he fent me thofe for my ic- 
frefhment, and that I would do well to 
keep my chamber the reft of the day, to 
recover my fatigue from the journey. The 
fame evening, fome of the father Jefuits 
being come to fee me, told me, that the a- 
Jegada had refolyed to propofe to the Ebbt 

peror 

• All thofe who ferve in the chamber of the Empe* 
jor of China are eunuchs, and are either Chinefe of 
Mongalls ; the Chinefe nation being not lefs jealous of 
the fex than other eaftern people ; but the Mongalls, 
and generally all the Tartars, are,not very liable to tliU 
pialady. 
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peror to make the caravan encamp in the 
defert, near Kalchanna, till the court fhoulc) 
return to Pekin ; fuppoling that To many 
of the court, and the greateft part of the 
people of diftinttion, being in the country, 
there would be nothing to do for the ca¬ 
ravan at Pekin ; and that they believed 
that he would not fail of requiring from 
me an order to the commifiary for that 
purpofe. It was eafy to fee, that what.dev 
termined the minifter to take this refoluT 
tion, was nothing elfe but his apprehen- 
fions that the prefents he expe&ed to have 
from the commifiary, if he fbould be at 
Pekin at the time of his arrival, might, if 
he was abfent, fall into other hands. But, 
as this was a defign that might be attended 
with very bad confequences, and might 
have been the caufe of the lofs of men, ai 
well as the horfes belonging to the caravan, 
by being expofed to the extremity of cold 
and famine in the deferts, I became obliged 
to ufe all my efforts to render this intention 
,pf the minifter abortive. 

The 
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The 22d being to go in the morning to 
court, the Emperor fent the mailer of ce¬ 
remonies to require of me paifports for 
fome mandarins which were to pais the 
frontiers of Ruflia ; but, as' I could well 
penetrate the grounds of their errand, I 
thought it my duty to refufe the paifports 
demanded. Neverthelefs, notwithftanding 
all my excufes which I could mufter up, to 
exempt me from giving them, the mailer 
of the ceremonies came to declare to me, 
in the cleared terms, the next day, which 
vtras 

The 23d, “ That the Emperor was, at 
One time, refolved to fend thofe people a- . , 
way, whether I would give them paifports 
Or not j but that I ought to confider, that^ 
in-fuch cafe, I might expe&an abfolute de¬ 
nial to every thing which I might have to 
propofe.” Which convinced me, that it was 
abfolutely neceifary for me, on this occa- 
fion, to conform to his Majeily’s pieafure, 
if I would retain the lead hopes of fucceed- 

ing 
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ing in my defire of oppofing the defigns of 
the minifter. For this reafon, 

On the 24th, when the mafter of the ce¬ 
remonies came again to fpeak with me on 
this affair, I put into his hands a letter, ad- 
drefled to the officers commandants on our 

i 

frontiers, in the form he deffred to have it; 
to which I joined the condition, that our 
caravan ffiould not be hindered from co¬ 
ming to Pekin dire&ly ; and that our com- 
miffary fhould, on his arrival at Pekin, im¬ 
mediately be at liberty to begin his com¬ 
merce, without being (hut up for a certain 
time, as had at fome times been pra&ifed. 
The mafter of the ceremonies promifed to 
fpeak to his Majefty about it; who had 
not only the goodnefs to give his confent 
immediately, but he, at the fame time, 
gave ftridt orders to the prefident of the 
council, that he fhould take fpecial care 
that no perfon whatfoever fhould go a- 
bout in any manner to interrupt the com- 
miflary in his bufmefs. 

The 
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The 25th, a Portuguefe Father Jefuit, 
called Father Maurano, came to me f and 
told me» “That there was a per Ion of qua¬ 
lity, who, by him, made me an offer of 
10,000 laen of filver, till the arrival of the 
caravan, which I might employ in what 
manner I thought proper ; and that this 
Lord was very much fcandalized at the dif- 
obliging anfwer I had received from the 
council of the direction of the affairs of the 
Mongalls, in regard to the 2000 laen of 
filver which I had required of them for the 
neceflities of the caravan.” Upon which, 
prefling him to let me know who this Lord 
might be, he told me, “ That he was in¬ 
deed forbid to let me know who this per- 
fon was; but that he would nevertheless, 
in confidence, own to me that it was the 
9th prince, fon of the Chan, who made me 
this offer Thereupon 1 did not omit 

teftifying 

# The late Emperor of China had feventeen princes 
born of his feveral wives and concubines. There were 
three prefent at the firft audience of Mr de Ifmayloff, 

who 
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teftifying to him how much I was touched 
with the generofity of a Prince to whom I 
had never the honour of paying my de- . 
voirs j adding, “ I fhould never forget the 
good will which his Highnefs was pleafed 
to fhoyr the on this occafion ; and that I 
fhould all the days of my life retain the 
fame fentiments as if I had received his 
generous offers.” But the Father Jefuit 
having remonftrated, “ That the Prince 
might poflibly think himfelf offended if I 
fhould refufe his offer altogether,” I was 
obliged to accept of 1000 laen of filver *. 

The 

who where all very well proportioned, having fine 
complexions, and black eyes, well formed, without the 
leaft appearance of the deformities of the Mongall na¬ 
tion. 

* There is an appearance as if this was a fnare laid 
for Mr De Lange, to render him fufpeAed by the Em¬ 
peror of China, who, in the defign which he had then 
formed of leaving the fucceffion to his third fon, could 
not fail of taking umbrage at the lead falfe ftep which 
the agent of Rutfia might happen to take on this oc- 
cation, which might induce this monarch to confent * 
to his being fent away, which was probably the 
whole aim of this intrigue. 

Vol. II. S » / 
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The a6th, I paid a vifit to the Father Je- 
fuits of the French nation *, where I found 
the prefident of the council, who let me 
know, by the mouth of thefe Fathers, 
“ That he was come from receiving the 
Emperor’s orders, which were fo favour¬ 
able to our commerce, that there is no in- 

\ 

fiance of the like liberty having ever been 

granted 

• The Jefuks had great afcendency on the Igte Em¬ 
peror of China ; and, as the prefent Emperor hath 
been nnder their hands, it ought not to be doubted but 
he is likewife wcH affc&ed to them, whatever may be 
* reported to the contrary. At the firft audience of Mr 
De Ifmayloff, the Emperor being feated on the throng 
had on his left* at the place of honour, at three paces 
diflance, a little advanced into the hall, three of the 
princes his Tons ; and, on his right, a little more ad¬ 
vanced, the Jefuitt belonging to the court; at five pa- 
ces behind them, a little more advanced, were placed 
feven Mongall princes of the Imperial houfe; and 
then, on the two fides of the haU, the minifters aad 
grand mandarins of the court; all fitting croft- legged, 
according to the manner of the Tartars. By ft re¬ 
markable a diftin&ion it may, in fome degree, be com¬ 
prehended how much theft good fathers were in favour 
with the Emperor. 
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granted before in China.” I anfwered 
him, through the help of thefe Fathers* 
“ That I had no reafon to doubt of the 
pundual execution of his Majefty’s orders* 
fmce he had the goodnefs to charge the 
governour-general of Pekin with them ; of 
whofe indefatigable zeal for maintaining a 
good underftanding ‘between the Bogdoi- 
Chan and the Czar my mafter, was fuffi- 
ciently known to me.” Whereupon he 
caufed me to be told, “ That he was not a 
man capable of receiving prefents from fo¬ 
reigners, for doing them a fervice* as many 
others did in fuch cafes ; and that a ftep of 
that kind would entirely prevent him from 
ever having the liberty of fpeaking to his 
Majefty again in favour of any perfon 
whatfbever, Ihould it come to his Majefty*s 
ear ; but that, neverthelefs, he believed he 
might referve to himfelf the privilege, 
when he fliould come to our houfe to buy 
any thing, of being treated more favour¬ 
ably than others 'in the price.” Upon 
which I allured him, “ That we fhould al¬ 
ways 
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ways know to treat him with proper di- 
ftin&ion in, fuch a cafe.” 

The fame day, 1 defired the matter of the 
ceremonies to make my mott humble ac¬ 
knowledgments to his Majefty, for the graci¬ 
ous reception which he had been pleafedto 
honour me with, during my ftay at Jcg- 
eholl, and to pray his permiflion for my 
returning to Pekin ; becaufe I apprehend¬ 
ed the caravan would foon arrive there. 
He came, fome hours after, and informed 
me that his Majefty intended, the laft day 
of this month, to go upon a party of hunt¬ 
ing in the defert, fome leagues from Jeg- 
choll, and that I might lay hold of that 
opportunity of taking leave of his Ma¬ 
jefty, and of returning to Pekin. He ad-*- 
ded, that his Majefty had likewife order¬ 
ed the governour of Pekin to go thither, 
and deliver to me the tapeftries he had can- 
fed to be made to the Czar. 

During the reft of my ftay at Jegcholl, 
my table was furniftied daily, the fame as 
thp firft day of my arrival, from his Ma¬ 
jefty’* 
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jelly’s kitchen. And they £howed me all 
the buildings and gardens of this charming 
place, which is certainly worthy to be the 
delight of fo grand a monarch, and is in¬ 
finitely fuperior, in beauty and magnifi¬ 
cence, to the palace at Pekin or Czchan- 
zchumnienne. 

The 31ft, I had the honour of attending 
his Majefty. when he parted from Jegcholl; 
and, on this occafion, he had the goodnefs 
to alk me, “ If I enjoyed my health ?” 
After having anfwered with all the refpedfc 
due to fo gracious an inquiry, he faid to me 
further, “ That he thought he obferved 
fome alteration in my countenance, and 
that I ought to take care of my health.” 
After which he gave me permiffion to re¬ 
turn to Pekin, after having, by the mafter 
of the ceremonies, let me know, that, if 
the caravan had not been fo nigh, I Ihould 
have had the honour of accompanying him 
to the party of hunting *. 

Sep- 

* Hunting is the favourite employment of the Tar¬ 
tar pagaqs. Apd one may gather the inclination of 

the 
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, September. 

The 3d, I was returned from my Jeg- 
choll journey, being three days on the 
road. 

The 7th, I fent my interpreter to Kal- 
channa, to the commiflary, with 1500 laen 
of filver. 

The 10th, I acquainted my mandarin, 
that, as the caravan was at hand, it was 
moft neceflary that the houfe fhould be re¬ 
paired, that I might not continue under 
apprehenfions of the merchandife being 
damaged, for want of fufficient cover, du¬ 
ring the rainy autumnal feafon. But he 
continually refufed me the liberty of get¬ 
ting 


the Tartars from the pleafure and affiduity with which 
the late Emperor of China followed the chace ; never- 
thelefs he mixed much of the politician with his favour¬ 
ite paffion; for going every year a»hanung, efcorted 
by a body of the army, confiding of fifty or fixty thou- 
fand men, completely armed, and generally travelling 
100 leagues in this manner, this monarch thereby inu¬ 
red his courtiers and his troops to the ufe of arms, and 
to fatigues, and prevented their falling into the fbft and 
indolent manner of living peculiar to the Cbmefe. 
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ting it repairedof nmyfelf, under the pro- 
mile that he would take care to get it re¬ 
paired before the arrival of the caravan. 
But, feeing one day pafs after another, 
and nothing done, I went, on the 15th, to 
the prefident, to pray him to give orders 
for repairing the houfe, at the leaft, not to 
oppofe my doing it at my own expence* 
But his anfwer wa6, he would inftantly 
hire the workmen, and it fhonld be repair¬ 
ed in one day. And thefe promifes were 
daily repeated, as well by my mandarin as 
by the prefident, till, at length, the com- 
miflary arrived with the caravan at Pekin 
on the 29th. As it rained very hard du¬ 
ring .that whole day, the commiflary found, 
at his arrival, that there was no place where 
he, or any of his people, could be cover¬ 
ed from the rain j and he was obliged to 
let all the baggage of the caravan remain 
in the court-yard, without being able to fe- 
cure one Angle parcel. As foon as the ca¬ 
ravan was entered into my coutt-yard, 
they reinforced the guard at the gate, and 

polled 
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pofted centinels all around the houfe, to 
fecure us, as they faid, againft thieves ; 
but, in reality, to prevent our commiflary's 
having any opportunities of trading with 
any perfon whatfoever, till fuch time as 
they ftiould receive the merchandifes, which 
they might pretend to have occafion for, 
for his Majefty and the court. Befides 
which, they ordered two mandarins, with 
a clerk, to remain in our houfe, to take 
good care that no merchandife was fold on 
credit, and to note down exa&ly the names 
' of all that fhould come into, or go'out of 
our houfe; what goods, and how much, 
they bought, and at what price. 


Oftobcr. 

In the beginning of this month I fent a« 
gain to the council, on .the fubjedt of the 
repair of our houfe. Upon which they 
let me know, the 6th, by a clerk, that the 
prefident had fent a courier to his Majefty, 
to be informed if his Majefty would be 
pleafed to have our houfe repaired by the 

treafury, 
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treafury, or if it was our bufinefs to repair 
it; the Emperor, by virtue of the laft con¬ 
vention between the two empires, not be-: 
ing obliged to furnifli any thing to our 
people. Whereupon I patiently waited till 
the , 

1 ath. The workmen came at length to 
make the reparation fo often promifed j 
but it was done fo negligently, that, when 
they made an end, there was little altera¬ 
tion for the better. The commiflary em¬ 
ployed the reft of this month to unpack 
the goods, that he might put every thing 
in order againft the time he fliould be per¬ 
mitted to begin to trade. In the mean 
while, we were vifited very affiduoufly by 
four mandarins, who pretended to be de¬ 
puted from the court to receive the mer- 
chandifes appropriated for his Majefty, de¬ 
manding, from the commiflary, an exalt 
fpecification of all the goods brought by 
the caravan, that they might chufe what 
was neceffary for the fervice of the court. 
They were anfwered, “ That they need 
Vol, II. T t not 
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not expcd that the commiffary would give 
them a fpecification of all he had in the ca¬ 
ravan j but that, if they had any orders of 
the court for us, they ought to ptoduce let¬ 
ters of credit, addreffed to me or the com- 
miffary ; or, at lead, to let us fee a fpecifb- 
cation of the goods wanted, figned-by the 
mader of the wardrobe of the Emperor* 
whereupon they ihould know if fuch goods 
were in the caravan or not.” Rut thefe 
gentlemen would not quit their demand fo, 
alledging, “ That they mud go according 
to the cudoms obferved in times pad, when 
the commifiary of every caravan h%d been 
obliged to give fuch a fpecification to thofe 
deputed by the court to receive the goods 
from him ; that they did not intend to be 
ferved at this time as they had been with 
former commifiaries, when the court got 
goods of but indifferent quality, after the 
bed goods had been difpofed to private 
perfons ; that, to this end, they Ihould be 
careful to examine all that the, c ommiffar y 
had brought, and that they would take 

what 
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what they wanted, for the court, out'of the 
Bed they could find, particularly fables, at 
three laen per pair, as ufual.’’ The com- 
mifiafy, feeing thefe people pretend to infill 
on his giving them goods at fuch an undeE 
price, craved from me the protection of 
the Czar, our common mailer, all edging, 
that he had fables which coll him 20 or 30 
roubles the pair ; and that it was eafy to 
comprehend what market he Ihould make 
with the red of his goods, if he Ihould be 
obliged to fell the fables at fuch a lofing 
price. Upon which I made the deputieii 
underlland, ** That the merchandifes of the . 
laravan did not belong to the commiflary 

nor to me, and, in cafe they did, it was not 

< 

to be fuppofed that we Ihould credit them 
at all, at lead without their bringing a fpe- 
cifixation' in form, figned by the perfdn 
who hath the fuperintendance of theie af¬ 
fairs at court. But that did not fignify, 
they had only to bring their money, and, 

* when the commiflary had fhown them die 
goods, he would fee if he could agree with 

them.” 
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them." Thefe gentlemen feemed to take 
offence at this anfwer. Neverthelefe, they 
engaged at lad to bring fiich a fpecHka-* 
tion ; but they deferred it from one day to 
another. In the mean time, they made 
ufe of all their cunning to prevail on us to 
deliver them, at an under price, all the 
goods they thought fit eo take. 


November. 

The ift of this month, having fent ,my 
interpreter to the council, to defire them to 
admit the commiffary to the liberty of tra¬ 
ding, they let me know, in anfwer, 

** That i( was impoflible to do it beforf 
the deputies of the court had received the 
goork they , had to receive for bis Majefty." 

The 4th, 1 fpoke of this affair, not only 
with my mandarin, but alfo with the K.ien- 
tu, or mandarins appointed to our houfe, 
to the end that they fhould difpofe thofe 
people to give U6 their fpecification, in orV 
tier to end this affair. The fame day I went 
to meet his Majefty, who was returning 

from 
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from the hunting, and met him cm the ^th, 
at 80 ly from Pekin, at the hot*-baths of 
Tangzchang. His Majcfty told me, ** That 
he had received news from Europe, that 
his Czarifh Majcfty had made peace with 
Sweden, by the mediation of the Roman 
Emperor.” After which be aiked me, 
“ How long the caravan had been arri* 
ved i” Upon, which I anfwered, “That 
they were, indeed, fince the 29th of Sep¬ 
tember, at Pekin 5 but the commiflary had 
not yet got permiflion to trade.” Upon 
which'his Majcfty, diftfiiffing me, went to 
the bath. 

^Inuift, on this occafion, acquaint the 
reader with the cuftom of this empire, in 
foch circumftances as this of the deputies 
above mentioned. All the mandarins that 
are charged with any commiffion of the 
court, be it to fubje&s or foreigners, are 
named and defpatched by the miniftry. 
When fuch commiffion is finiftied, thefe 
people are obliged to make prcfents, not 
only to the minifters, but alfo to the princes 

of 
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of the blood, to the end that they may not 
give them too much trouble, and that they 
may keep fomething to thiemfelves. They 
have no caufe to fear that the people, with 
whom they have to do on thefe millions, 
will find accefsto the minifters, or that 
ever a ferious inquiry will be made into 
their conduct; which is fo true, that no 
perfon will readily undertake to make 
complaints of their tricks, becaufe there is 
no reparation to be expe&ed. No perfon 
can carry his complaints dire&ly to the 
Emperor, but they muft abfolutely be made 
by the minifters, or thofe who hold the 
firft office of the palace, or the chamber of 
his Majcfty; and thefe gentlemen are io 
. clofely linked to the interefts of the other 
great lords of the empire, that, whatever 
party the lufferer may addrefs himfelf to, 
he. will certainly remain the dupe of the 
affair. 

The fame day, the deputies endeavoured 
again to get feme goods from us, while the 

fpecificadoa 
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fpecification might, be made outj but their 
defign did not take effe£l. 

The 9th, I fpoke again to the mandarins 
of the council concerning our caravan ; but 
I could get no other anfwer, but that , this 
affair regarded the deputies of the court 
only.* 

The 14th, when I would, have gone out 
myfelf to the council, the guard, at our 
gate, flopped me, under pretext that the 
four mandarins, deputies from the court, 
had ordered, that no perfon fhould be fuf- 
fered to go out dll the goods, which they 
ought to have for the court, were firft de¬ 
livered. Though I pafTed in* fpite of the 
guard, I was neverthelefs obliged to return 
without doing any thing, as the prefident 
was not in the city. 

The 15th, I fent my interpreter to the 
council to receive the refolution of the pre¬ 
fident, upon what I had reprefented the 
day before ; and as he found him not 
there, but was told he was at home, he 
went thither to fjpeak with him, and brought 

me 


Digitized by Google 



336 JOURNAL OF 1721. 

se the anfwer following, “ That the pre* 
fident would take care that this affair Ihould 

1 

be ended oat of hand; that, to this end, 
it was neverthelefs neceffary, that the com* 
miffary ihould put a reasonable price upon 
his goods.** He defiled further my inter¬ 
preter to tell me, that, at this feafon, he 
was rarely at home, becaufe he was obliged 
to be all day long at Czchan-Zchuftinicnne 
attending his Majefty; that, when 1 lhouid 
have any affair to propofe to him» I ihould 
communicate the fame, by my interpreter^ 
to the mandarins of the council, who would 
not fail making him the necefiary report 
immediately. 

The 16th, the deputy mandarins having' 
made up, according to their own fancy, a 
fpecification of merchandiies to be reeeived 
by them for the prorifion of his Majefty 
and the court, they came to prefent it to 
us, in order, by means of this inapofition, 
to get a large parcel of goods from us. ' 

But the 17th, this fpecification being 
tranflated into the Rufe language, We found 

that 
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that the quantity 'of. raercbandife whieh 
they demanded was much too large to be 
agreed to. For which reafonj it was aiked 
of them, “ From whom this fpecification 
was fent to us ? and who made it out ?” 
Upon which, after many turns and tergi- 
verfations, employed to no purpofe, they 
were at length forced to acknowledge that * 
it was of their own forming ; it being their 
opinion, that fuch a quantity would be 
wanting for the ufe of the court. But, in 
making this avowal, they did not fail to 
make the commiflary apprehend, “ That 
he need not flatter himfelf with a liberty of 
trading with any perfon, before they fhould 
receive all that was contained in the fpeeb- 
fieation.” 

The 18th, the alegada being come to our 
houfe to buy fome goods, I befought him 
to remember the promifes w r hich his Ma- 
jefty had been fo good to make to Mr de 
lfmaylotf on the fubjeft of freedom of 
commerce, feeing, that by the courfe which 
affairs took at prefent, it looked as if they 
Vo l. II. U u were 
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Were entirely forgot. But he gave me for 
an anfwer to all, “ That it was an afiair 
that did not in the leaft regard him, aod 
that I had none but the council to addref* 
myfelf to *.** 

The a 2d, I fent my interpreter to die 
council with a memorial on the fubjeft of 
this affair ; but the mandarins he found 
there refufed to receive it, under the pre¬ 
text, that they muft have before-hand the 
orders of the preftdent thereupon, and 
know from him wheth.er they Ihould re¬ 
ceive it or not. 

The 

* In China all ii dene by the cKfpoGtion of dif¬ 
ferent college*, to whole cognizance the affairs ttuj 
belong; it not being permitted to addrefs the court 
dire&ly, upon any affair whatever. In the tine of the 
lad Chinefe Emperor, thefe colleges were fo abfolutt, 
that, on many occafions, the Emperor himfelf dared 
Hot middle with their decrees ; but, fince the Tartar 
princes have been in pofTeffion of the throne of China, 
they are not much regarded $ witness the exercife of 
all forts of foreign religions publicly authorifed, and 
the allowance of a Ruffian agent at Pekin, agreed to by 
the foie good pleafure of the Emperor, in oppolitioa 
to the temocflrances of his miniiters, and to the confU- 
tut ion of the government of China. 
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The fame day the four deputies, being 
come to fee us, gave us to underftand, 
“ That the ufual time of keeping the com- 
miflary at home being nigh finilhed, they 
were come to commence a trade with him,' 
and to know how much he demanded for 
each fort of merchandife, to the end that, 
after they had finifhed their bargain with 
him, they might then declare our houfe 
free for every body to enter.” Whereup¬ 
on I demanded of them, ** Who could have 
authorised them to (hut up, in the manner 
ufual with (laves, for any time, the fubje&a 
of fo potent a monarch as was the Czar 
my mailer ?” But thefe gentlemen, not 
finding it proper to anfwer fo ticklifh a 
queftion, contented themfelves with laying, 
“ That it would be well for the commiflary 
to refolve to give them the merchandise 
they required, and that at a reafonable 
price, unlefs he would, out of wantonnefs, 
involve himfelf in expences which would 
much exceed the profit he thought to make 
by his obllinacy ; and that, in the Situation 

he 
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he was, being obliged to feed bis people at 
his own expence, he a£ted dire&ly contra¬ 
ry to his own interefts, not to clofe affairs 
with them.” Thereupon I defired to 
know* w If they bad orders to prefs us, ia 
fo violent a manner, to deliver them the 
merchandifes.” Upon which they anfwer- 
ed, “ No ; and that they were come to 
deal with the commiffary, but that he muft 
let them have the beft goods at fuch prices 
as the court always paid.” The commif¬ 
fary, to make his lad effort, offered them 
merchandifes, of the fame quality as thofe 
which the court had received at other 
times, without advancing -the price; but 
that did not clofe the affair. They west 
away, faying they would eonfult together, 
to fee if it was feafible for them to aug¬ 
ment the price of the goods above that 
which the court had always given. 

Soon after they came from the council 
to inquire for my interpreter, to commu¬ 
nicate to him the anfwer of the prefident 
ppncefning. my memorial. Upon which I 

fen( 
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fent him dire&ly with the faid memorial, 
no way doubting, but, after what the pre- 
fident had himfelf told him, it would be 
received at once: But, on his return, he 
acquainted me, that the prefident had or¬ 
dered a mandarin to let me know the an- 
fwer, which I wrote, word for word, from 
the mouth of my interpreter. “ I applied 
to the allegamba on the fubjedt of the me¬ 
morial of the agent, and he not only for¬ 
bid us to receive the faid memorial, but 
alfo charged me to tell the agent that which 
he had formerly told Mr de Ifmayloff, viz. 
That commerce is looked upon by us with 
contempt, and as a very trifling object; 
that the agent himfelf was not ignorant 
that we had long refufed -to admit the pre- 
fcnt caravan, and mod certainly fhould ne¬ 
ver have confented to its admittance into 
China, if his Majefty had not differed him¬ 
felf to be perfuaded to it, at the reiterated 
inftances of Mr de Ifmayloff.” That the 
allegamba had, at the fame time, added 
thefe words: “ Thefe merchants come here 

to 
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to enrich themfelves, not our people, which 
is eafy:to be feen, becaufe they pretend them- 
(elves to fix the price of their own goods, that 
they may fell them the dearer. For thefe 
reafons, go tell the agent, that we (hall not 
only refufe to receive the faid memorial, 
but that, in future, he need not give bim- 
(elf the trouble of propofing any thing to 
us that may be relative to commerce, be¬ 
caufe we will not embarrafe ourfelves here- 
after with the merchants of Ruffia.” Where¬ 
upon our confinement continued much the 
fame as' before; infomuch, that it was only 
permitted to the domeftics of the firft mi- 
nifter, of the prefident, and a clerk of the 
wardrobe, to enter our houfe, which they 
did very frequently, and, in all appearance, 
to fpy what palled in our quarters, in hope* 
that we fiiould be obliged, at length, to 
fubmit our trade to their difcretion. 

The 25th, I underftood that the brigadier, 
who, till that time, had the charge of the 
guard at our houfe, was reftored to the 
good graces of the Emperor; and that hit 

Majefty 
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Majefty had made him grand marihall of 
the court, with the command in chief, of 
the army which this monarch.keeps in the 
country of the Mongalls *. Whereupon 
I repaired immediately to his houfe, to pay 
my compliments ; and having found an 
opportunity, at the fame time, of acquaint¬ 
ing him with what had paifed regarding 

the . 

• The Mongails arc Tartar Pagans, who dwell to 
the north of China* They are divided into two branches, 
of which the firft is that of the Eaftero, or of the 
Northern Mongalls; or the Nieuchu, who inhabit to¬ 
wards the coafts of the fea of Japan, between the river 
Amoor and the Grand Wall ; thefe are the natural 
fubje&s of the Tartar houfe which at present fills the 
throne of China; and are the very people, who, in 
the laft century, made themfelves mailers of the empire 
of China. They are brought up in extreme grofs ido¬ 
latry, and have in a manner no religion. They, for 
the greatefl part, dwell in towns and villages, and ap¬ 
ply themfelves to agriculture. The fecond branch is 
that of the Weftern Mongalls, otherwife cabled Calchies. 
Thefe lad art only under the protedion of China, 
without being entirely fubje&s, having their own pro¬ 
per Chan. They live in tents, and fubfift by their cat¬ 
tle, without cultivating their lands. Their religion is 
the worfhip of the Delay-Lama. 
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the four mandarins deputed from the court; 
he gave me his word that he would go to 
court that day, to inform himfelf circum- 
ftantially of that affair; and that, after¬ 
wards, he would order them to receive what 
might be abfolutely neceflary for his Ma- 
jefty and the court without further delay. 
He, at the fame time, feemed to be ex¬ 
tremely furprifed at the conduct of his bro¬ 
ther the allegamba on this occafion. 

The 27th, the firft minifter being come 
to our houfe, told me, 44 That he under- 
itood the interdict on our houfe was not 
taken off, and defired me to acquaint him 
with the caufe of it.” Upon which I made 
anfwer, 44 That I had, for a long time, en¬ 
deavoured to find it out, but I could find 
no perfon who would feem to know it. 
Neverthelefs it mud, in time, be cleared 
up, feeing it was a notorious injustice to 
keep a caravan Ihutup fo long, that came 
upon the faith of treaties folemnly ratified.” 
He replied thereupon, 44 That the court, 
for a long time, refolved to admit no cara¬ 
vans, 




Digitized by VjOOQlC 



ijn. M r~ D E LANGE. 34^ 

vans, becaufe all the merchants, who had 
traded with the Rufies, were reduced to the 
loweft ebb, by the very great quantity of 
Rufs goods which were at prefent in China; 
that it was on the very ftrong inftances 
which Mr de Ifmayloff had made, as well 
to the court as to the council j offering, for 
this purpofe, that the commiffary and his 
people Ihould fubfift, for the future, at their 
own expence ; that, in the end, they had 
admitted the prefent caravan; that the com¬ 
miffary, fo far from having any regard to 
thefe circumftances, refufed now to take the 
ufual prices, that had been offered him for the 
merchandife which the court had occafion 
for, and infilled on a very high price for 
them; that he wiflbed I would bring the com¬ 
miffary to reafon in this affair, and let him ' 
know the refult.” Upon which I told him, 

“ That I had nothing to do with putting 
a new price on goods which the commif¬ 
fary had in commifiion ; that it did not de¬ 
pend on me, as it was the commiffary who 
was to account for tlje goods with which 
he was entrufted, who would not permit 
Vol. 1 I. X x any 
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any other belides himfelf, who fold them, 
to fet a price ; that, as to what- regarded 
the ad million of the caravan, it was ftipu- 
lated long before Mr de IfmaylofF8 arrival 
at Pekin, and there could not the lead al¬ 
teration be made in it, without lhakiog 
the foundations of the treaties concluded 
between the two empires; and fuppoling 
any alteration was to be made, it could not 
be done but by mutual confent, and after 
deputies, appointed for this purpofe by the 
two empires, lhould have examined this 
affair to the bottom, and made a new plan 
of convention.” This anfwer feetned to 
nettle the minifter, who broke up the con- 
verfation, and ordered the commiffaryW 
Ihow him fome goods. 


December. 

The four mandarins, deputed from the 
court, finding, at length, that we rather 
chofe to have our confinement continue* 
than to fubmit to their unreafonable pre- 
tenfion6 j and that, on the other hand, 

the 
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the grand marlhall of the court interefted 
'himfejf ftrongly in our favour, and would 
abfolutely have an end of this affair, the 
interdict on our houfe was at laft taken off. 
.And, ' 

The 2d of this month, the council made 
.publication, that it was permitted to all 
perfons to come and trade with us; but 

I 

they ufed one piece of chicanery, which 
hurt,us much, and really kept off all the 
merchants ; for, when they perceived the 
merchants began to refort to our houfe, 
they made known to them, “ That no per- 
fon fhould carry out the leaft thing, of 
what they bought at our houfe, without 
Ihowing it firft to the four mandarins-de¬ 
puties, to the end that they might take 
what they found proper for the ufe of the 
court.” This notification took away from 
the merchants all defire of trading with us,. 
feeing they were allured of being great fuf- 
ferers if they were obliged to pafs through 
the hands of thefe greedy mandarins; 
which made me acquainted, more than a- 

ny 
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•|iy thing elfe, with the mllery of the pro- 
feffion of a merchant in China, who are 
obliged to depend on the difcretion of man* 
darins and foldiers, who have none. But 
the poyamba or grand marShall of the court, 
having been infot med of it, had the good- 
nefs to remedy this new grievance, order? 
ing the mandarins not to take any ,thing 
for the ufe of the court, from any other 
perfon than from the commiffary. For this 
purpofe he fent, at the fame tine, his ftew* 
ard with them, to the commiflary, to tell 
him, “ That he came with them, by or- 
' der of his mafter, to fee how much, and 
what forts of merchandifes thefe gentlemen 
would take, to the end that they might 
make him an exadt report.” Whereupon 1 
they were Shown the goods; but they aded 
fo much upon the referve, in prefence of 
this man, that they took in all but a very 
middling parcel of goods. Nevertheless, 
this did not prevent their repairing every 
day to our houfe, to take from the Cbioefe 
merchants what goods they thought p«>“ 

per, 
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per. And the more to counteract our trade, 
the miniftry had reprefented to the Em¬ 
peror, that there had been brought, during 
many years, from year to year, into his 
Majefty’s magazines of fur, a much great¬ 
er quantity of fables than were neceffary 
for the confumption of the court; and that, 
as this quantity augmented annually, it was 
better that his Majefty Ihould order fome 
of them to be fold, than to let them lie and 
fpoil* 

The 12th, 13th, and 14th, many Chi- 
nefe merchants, and other perfons from the 
great houfes, and ordinary people of Pekin, 
having come to our houfe, ventured to buy 
fome fquirrel Huns, and other goods of 
fmall value, in order to difcover the true 
defigns of the mandarins who kept them- 
felves at our houfe j they did not oppofe 
them until they had fixed their bargains ; 
but, when the bargains were concluded, 
they fignified to them that they were not 
to carry out any of the things they had 

bought, 
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bought, till they fhould choofe the beft of 
what they had for the court. 

The 15th, as they were apprifed at the 
court and council that we had begua to 
trade, they publiihed that they would fell, 
at reafonable prices, ao,ooo fables out of 
the fur-magazines of the Emperor; where- 
, upon all thofe who had begun to trade 
with us went to fupply themfelves there; 
fotne for fear of the chicanery of the man¬ 
darins, others in hopes of buying cheaper 
there than with us. In Ihort, they fold, by 
what I could afterwards learn, the beft 
fables at two one-half laen, middling at 
One one-half laen to one, and the lead at 
90 fun ; but thefe were not Siberia fables, 
but thofe of the Tongufes *, under the do¬ 
minions 

# The Tongufes are a Pagan people of the north of 
Afia, who are very probably the defendants of the 
Tartars. They occupy a great proportion of the call- 
era parts of Siberia 5 and fome branches of this people 
extend themfelves even to the fouthern banks of the 
river Amoor. The laft party of the Tongufes is fub- 
jc<$ to China ; all the other Tongufes are fubjetfs of 
JRuffia. Vide Hiftoire Genealog. des Tartares. 
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minions of China, taken about the border 
of the river Amoor *, of which they fur- 
nifli annually a quantity to the magazines 
of his Majefty. The country whence thefe 
fables are brought is called Solloni. 

The 16th, I was informed, that, not- 
withftanding the court had confented to a 
free commerce between the two nations, 
free of all duties, the mandarins belonging 
to our houfe had given the drifted orders 
to our guard, not to let any the lead thing 
of any kind be brought into our houfe, 
without producing a billet from them ; 
and fuch a billet cod them 30 zfchoffes, 
which make about four fun. But thofe 
who would have free ingrefs and egrefs to 
our houfe to trade, were, obliged, once for 

all, 

• The river Amoor is one of the larged rivers in 
Afia. It takes its rife in the country of the Mongalls, 
near the river Selinga, and running from thence ead- 
ward, it makes the frontier of thefe parts, between 
Eadem Siberia and the Oriental Mongalls ; and, after 
a courfe of more than 300 German leagues, it difehar- 
ges itfelf into the fea of Japan, ia Ut. 44 degrees 
north. 
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all, to make a fixed agreement with them, 
either for a certain limited time, or for the 
whole time we might ftay at Pekin ; upoa 
which they received a billet, which entitled 
them to come into, and go out of oar 
houfe, as often as they pleafed. All thole 
who refufed to pay in this manner for the 
freedom of entry into our houfe, were fent 
back, as people who came to our houfe to 
borrow, or perhaps (leal on occafion. 

The 17th, my mandarin being come to 
fee me, I told him, “ That 1 was very glad 
to learn that the court had alio begun to 
enter into trade, which they had before 
looked upon as fo contemptible a thing 1 
with them, that they always reproached 
us with the little importance of it; that, 
fince his Majefty had given fuch authentic 
marks of the efteem he had for! commerce, 
I hoped that, in time to come, they would 
fpeak of it with more circumfpe&ion." 
Whereupon he replied, ** That it was not 
with a view of intereft that the fimpcror 
had ordered the fables to be fold that I 

fpoke 


Digitized by VjOOQlC 



*7*i. Mr DE LANGE. 353 

(poke of, but that the fale was made purely 
becaufe, having fo great a quantity of them 
in his magazines* he thought it better to 
order them to be fold, than that they 
(hould lie there till rotten.” I thereupon 
told him, “ That if, at the court of hi» 
Czarifh Majefty, and in his empire, they 
could make ufe of all the furs which the 

I 

country furnifhed, they would probably 
fee very few of them in China.” After 
which, I demanded of him, “ If it was 
with the knowledge of the Emperor that' 
the mandarins placed at our gate fold, tq 
the people who had bulinefs with us, per* 
mits of palfage in and out, and abfolutely 
denied entrance to our houfe to thofe who 
would not pay for thofe permits ?” I would 
likewife be informed by him, “ What was 
the meaning that the four mandarins, de¬ 
puties of the court, were continually in our 
houfe ?” His. anfwer to which was, “ That 
the Emperor knew nothing of it, nor did 
any perfon dare to tell him of it; the ale- 
gada having given them leave to fell fuch 
Voj,. II. Y y per- 
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permits, as a final 1 cafual profit ; that, as 
to the mandarin deputies, they wfcrd ^no- 
rant of the cortfcquence of what they did.” 
Whereupon I told him, at the conclusion, 
“ That I did not comprehend why themi- 
nifters were fo averfe to us in every thing, 
even to the refufing to fee us, or receive 
our memorials ; that I wiflied, with all my 
heart, that they Should not carry it fo far, 
as to oblige me to carry my complaints to 
the perfon of the Bogdoi-Chan dite£t; and 
further, that I a iked nothing but what was 
conform to treaties, and that, if the treaties 
were to fubfift in their full force between 
the two empires, there was an abfolute ne* 
ceflity to hear what I had to fay, and to 
give fuch refolutions as they ihould think 
proper, upon the memorials which i Ihould, 
from time to time, prefent them on the oc- 
cafion.” 

The latter end of this month, his Ma* 
jelly made a tour to Caifa, which is a pa¬ 
lace, with a fine park, fome lys to the 
fonth of Pekin, where he palled fome 

weeks; 
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weeks j which was the occafion that no« 
thing remarkable patted, during this time, 
between the minifters and me* 

January 1722. 

The 15th of this month, the guard at 
our gate refufed entrance to fome carts of 
hay which my people had bought, becaufe 
the peafants had not billets of pattage, and 
they would not give any thing to the fol- 
diers ; and, notwithftanding I fent to adver- 
tife the mandarins, and officers who com* 
manded the guard at our gate, of this info- 
lence of the guard, they, notwithllanding, 
drove away the peafants with their hay. I 
complained of it to my mandarin, but to 
little purpofe. 

The 16th, after having received the 
news of the perpetual peace, concluded be¬ 
tween his Czarilh Majefty and the Otto¬ 
man Porte, I caufed Te Deum to be fung 
in the church of St Nicolas, and celebrated 
the reft of the day in feftivity. 

Febrti - 
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February - 

The 2d of this month, and according to 
cuftom, I offered fome prefents to his Ma* 
jefty on the new year, which is a ceremony 
that mud be obferved by every perfon 
vefted with any public character, unleis he 
would expofe himfelf to a general cenfure. 
His Majefty received my little prefents very 
gracioufly, and prefented me, in return, 
with fome of all the forts of game he had 
taken at the hunting the laft autumn *, 
and of a good number of flieep ; and it is 
in this manner that his Majefty is accuf- 
tomed to regale annually, at the clofe of 
the year, thofe people of his court that he 
would diftinguifh. 

The 4th, which is the laft day of the 
Chinefe year, the court ended the year 
■with a feaft, which was very ftiort, becaufe 
his Majefty was but juft recovered from a 

fit 

• The Mongalls, and other Pagan Tartars, hare a 
particular method for drying all forts of fle(h, by the 
air and the Am, which entirely prevents their periihing; 
by which means they keep wild-fowl from one year to 
another. 
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fit of illnefs which he had laboured under. 
On this occafion, I had the honour of fitting 
over againft his Majefty, at fome difiance 
from the throne ; and this place is a little 
below the feat of the Princes of the blood, 
but above that of the mandarins of the firft 
dafs. The feaft being finilhed, and his 
Majefty retired, the mafter of ceremonies 
came to tell me, that .1 might be difpenfed 
with coming the next day, being new 
year’s day, to court, to pay my compli¬ 
ments to his Majefty, feeing it was the 
cuftom of the Princes of the blood, and 
mandarins of the empire, to be all ranged 
in the court of the caftle that day, every 
one according to his rank, where, as I was 
a foreigner, I could have no rank. 

The 14th, the firft minifter gave me and 
the commiflary a dinner. On which occa¬ 
fion there palled nothing remarkable, un- 
lels that he alked me, “ If I was not to re¬ 
turn with the caravan ?” Which made 
me think they had already fettled this af¬ 
fair at court, I anfwered him thereupon, 

‘‘That 
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“ That it did not depend on my pleafure to 
leave the court, where the Czar, my maf- 
ter had Tent me to refide, till he fhould re¬ 
call me.” 

The 18th and 19th, his Majefty caufed 
the celebration of the feaft of Lanthorns, 
which had been annually celebrated, at the 
court of China, for above 2000 yean. 
This feaft was folemnized at Czchanr 
zchumnienne with great magnificence. Du¬ 
ring the grand entertainment, which was 
that day at court* they reprefented all forts 
of plays, and other diverting fhows ; and, 
at night, they exhibited grand fire-works; 
which, joined to fo many illuminations, 
and to the prodigious quantity of lan¬ 
thorns, adorned with figures, and diverfi- 
fied with all forts of colours, caufed a fur- 
prifing agreeable view, during the darknefs 
of the night *. They placed me, on this 

occa- 

* The Chinefe are accuftomed to be at reiy great 
expence at this fcftival, in fire-works and in lanthorns, 
haring lanthorns that will coft them 10,000 laen, and 
upwards. The fire of their rockets are alfo remarkably 

bean- 


Digitized by VjOOQlC 



17 * 4 , M* DE LANGE. is $ 

occafion, the fame as they did the laft time 
at Pekin, at the diftance of fome paces 
fiom the Emperor’s throne. 

The soth, being returned to Pekin, fome 
of the principal of the Korea merchants 
came to fee me; but, when they would 
have entered my apartment, fome of the. 
foldiers who accompanied them oppofed it j 
and they narrowly efcaped the lafh of the 
foldiers whips, who had lifted them againfl: 
thofe merchants. Upon which I prefently 
ordered them to be kept, by our people, in 
the court before ray houfe, to wait there 
till the merchants ihould go out of my 
houfe. And I, at the fame time, gave 
them to underftand, that they, for the fu*- 
ture, would do wifely not to make ufe of 
their whips at my houfe. After which the 
merchants indeed entered into my apart¬ 
ment, but dared not make any ftay there, 
for being infulted by the foldiers that e- 

fcorted 

beautiful. The variety and livelinefs of their colours 
furpafs the European performances fo much, that we 
^re obliged to own they excel us in thefe performances. 
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fcorted them *. The civility with which I 
received them, and to which they had not 
been ufed with the Chinefe, made them 
have a defire of being more acquainted 
with me. For they came again on the 
2 2d, before my houfe,but the guard at the 
gate refufed them entrance. 


March. 

During this month, we continued our 
trade, as much as the mandarins and fol- 
diers of our guard would permit. There 

palTed 

• The Chinefe being accoflomed to treat the inha¬ 
bitants of Korea with great roughnefs, and haring 
prohibited them all correfpondcnce with foreign na¬ 
tions, it is not to be expeded that they fhould relax 
their hard treatment of them for the fake of a mintfter 
of the court of Ruflia 5 which is, as it were, the only 
power who could fupport the inhabitants of Korea, if 
they fhould ever be defirous of throwing off the Chi¬ 
nefe Yoke 5 feeing that, by the river Amoor, the Ruf¬ 
fes could fall down into the ports of Korea, without a 
poffibliity of the phinefe hindering them. And it is 
not impoffible but this condud of Mr De Lange might 
have been one caufe of the court of China's fudden re* 
folution of ordering him to leave the country* 
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patted nothing elfe remarkable, unlefi that 
the committary having fent a tlerk of the 
caravan towards the deferts to fee in what 
condition the horfes were, which were left 
there in their way to Pekin ; he reported 
to ns, that they were all in very .bad 
plight 5 and that, if we did not olit of 
v hand fend money, that they might be put 

mto (tables, there was danger of the great- 

% 

part of them dying. 

' April. 

The 6th of this month, I fent my inter¬ 
preter, at the define of the committary, to 
the mandarins which were placed at our 
houfe on account of the caravan, and let. 

1 I 

them know, that the committary being g~ 
bliged to fend one of his people with mo¬ 
ney towards the defert, in order that the 
people who had the charge of the horfes of 
the caravan (hould be enabled to put then* 
into (tables, he would, for the greater fe- 
curity, have occafion for fome foldiers, or 
fome others, to efcortthis man; and I pray- 
. Vol. II. Z z ed 
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ed their care of this affair. Whereupon 
they returned me anfwer, that they would 
make their report to the council ; for, 
-without their orders, they could do nothing 
in it. 

The 7th, two mandarins, accompanied by 
a clerk, came to bring me an anfwer from 
the prefident on this affair ; and, it being 
wrote on a fheet of paper, they read the 
fame to me in the following terms : 

“ The allegamba having been informed 
yefferday that you wanted to fend a mef- 
fage again towards the deferts, could not 
but imagine that it was for fome other 
bufinefs than that of horfes, that your 
people made fuch frequent joumies be¬ 
tween the deferts and Pekin; this gives 
him reafon to think that, by the help of the 
Mongalls, you carry on a fecret intelli¬ 
gence between this city and Seltngiolky, 
which' may give birth to complaints and 
threats between the two empires; for he i* 
not ignorant that the Mongalls are a peor 
pie capable of engaging in fucb affairs, and 

tbaf 
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that the Ruffes do not grudge money on 
inch occafions.” I afked them thereupon, 
“ Whether this anfwer was from the alle- 
gamba, or whether it was their own com- 
pofition.” Upon which they affured me, 
that they wrote it, word for word, the 
fame that the allegamba gave them ; and 
that it was for the fame reafon he would 
not confent to the fending the perfon, as 
defired. 

After this explanation, 1 thought necef- 
fary, for my greater fecurity, to defire them 
to acquaint the allegamba on my behalf, 
** That the precaution he took was not 
right to take, unleis with prifoners, or un- 
lefa he had any intercepted letter to pro¬ 
duce, by which he would convidt m d of 
having fought to embroil the two empires ; 
that bearing, as I did, a public character, I 
might write as often as I pleafed, without 
having any occafion either of the efcort or 
the confent of the prefident; and the fame, 
if I had a courier to defpatch for my pri¬ 
vate affairs, as he could not prevent it 

without 


Digitized by 


f 

Google 



3.64 JO U RNA ii OF 172a, 


without an open violence.” I fent forth¬ 
with my interpreter to the council, with, 
the mandarins, to know the determination 
of this minister. But he fent me word,, 
that he had no .defue to employ the bodes 
and the people of the army pf the Empe¬ 
ror his mailer in our fervice, on jjournies 
which mud caufe them to be at expence* 
for which they were not furniihed by their 
ordinary pay. Upon which I made him 
the propofal of being ourfelves at the ex¬ 
pence of the people for the efcort which he 
ihould grant us, and that we would alfa 
mount them on our own holies, that they 
might have no occafion for the Emperor’s; 
or, jf that was dill not fatisfa&ory, I would 
only demand a pafiport, and would run the 
rifk of fending one of our own people 
without an efcort. But he continued firm 
in his denial, and would not allow of one 
or other of the expedients, contenting 
himfelf with letting me know,once for all, 
“ That he would do nothing in it.” i 
learnt, at the fame time,, from my inter¬ 
preter. 
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preter, that they had reafoned among 
therafelves, on this occafion, in much the 
following manner: .** Thefe foreigners 
come here with their commerce, to encum¬ 
ber us every moment with a thoufanfl petty 
affairs, pretending that they ought to be 
favoured, on all occalions, no more nor 
l.efs than if they laid an obligation on 
. us; and yet we are ftill to receive the firft 
anfwer from them on the fubjeffc of our af¬ 
fairs” 

The 16th, Iunderftood that, fome weeks 
ago, the Tu£h-du-Chan of the Mongalls *, 

who 

• This is the name of the prefent Chan of the wef- 

tern Mongalls. This Chan was heretofore fovereign ; 

hot, fince the eaftern Mongalls hate poflcffed them- 

felves of China, he pot himfelf under the prote&ion of 

that empire, in order to be the better able to make 

head againft the Kalmucks, with whom they are in a 

manner at continual war. He is a very powerful 

prince. His dominions, on the weftern fide, reach to 

» 

the banks of the great river Yenifey, and even from 
thence, on the other fide of this river, towards thef 
fources of the Oby; and, on the other fide, towards* 
the eaft, they reach to the great wall. The Chan of the 

* trtftera 
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vrho encamped at Urga had brought com¬ 
plaints to the court of the ill conduit of (he 
Rufs merchants who came to Urga; and that 
he hatf, at the fame time, advertifedthenri- 
niftry, that there never had been fb great a 
concourfe of Rufe and Chiaefe merchants 
at his refidence, as in this year; that, 
thereupon his Majefty had taken a refob- 
tion to fend a mandarin, with orders to the 
Chan to chafe out all the merchants, as 
well Ruffes as Chinefe, from Urga, with* 
out letting it appear that it was done by 
order of his Majefty, but that it fhoafd ap¬ 
pear as the proper alt of the Tulh-da- 
Chan, as mafter of his own country. 

The fame day, a courier, who was lately 
arrived from Selinginfky, with defpatches 
from the mandarin who redded there, told 
my interpreter, that the intendant of Selin- 
ginfky had tendered feveral packets of let¬ 
ters 

weftern Mongalls hath a great many petty Chaos of 
this nation for his vaflals, and can bring 100,000 mca, 
or more, into the field, all cavalry; but his foidiers faU 
far lhort of the Kalmucks foldiery. 
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ters that cajne from Ruffia *0 this man¬ 
darin, iq order to be forwarded tp tbe 
couaoil of the affairs of the MongaUs at 
Pekin ; but be refuted to receive then* 
becapie the httendant oould not acquaint 
him wilbf tbfiir contents. 

* * • t- 

. , . ' r. . 4%- 

The 4th of this month, two mandarins 
of the council, accompanied with three 
clerks and two officers out of our guard, 
being - come to my apartment at eleven 
o'olock at might, informed me, that the al- 
legamba, being returned from court, want¬ 
ed to fpedc with tne on an affair df confe- 
queaoe; and, becaufe he was employed du¬ 
ring the day-time, frommorning till night, 
he prayedme to‘give rayfelf the trouble of 
co»qg to^Hm,tboogh it was late at night. 
I was a-hed when the meflage came tome; 
howev e r, I made no difficulty of rifing, to 
comply with this mimfter’s defire; the 
more, as the mandarins affured me that the 
bqfinefs be 1 wanted to fpeak with me about 

was 
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teas a very prteffing affair. ‘ When I came 
to hiihoufe, I wa* rebeived with remark- 
able civility j and the alleg&taba being come 
ia perfon to meet me, even to the court, 
he led me tohisapartmant,and defired me 
to fit down by Mm,' * He then began to 
make excufes, that, in fo long a time, he 
bad 'hot been able to fee me at his own 
boufe, orinoth^rplaoea ; but thfct he fup- 
pofed l was apt ignorant t^at he, was obli¬ 
ged to be every day, .'from morning nil 
night, with, hie M^jefty. at .Czhaa-zchum- 
Wennp. Upqp which ['ll] replied, that his 
exculp w^ni^nfwfrable, aud that I com- 
xpiferajed his being obliged to pafr his time 
ij>. fo fatiguing a planner*,. • Afteripany ** 
ther reciprocal, cppiplimeot* of this nature, 
ijg demanded .of me, “ tf .it wavlong fined 
IJ^ad^nynews frqtnSeliaginfky ?” I an-' 
fwered, “ That it r wae feme timefince I 
Iptd any*”, In thc pnd, the affair which he’ 
was about difcoverpd itfelf,- by little and 
little, when he afkqd pie, '** If l remember- ' 
that wben I \yould 'lately, defpatch a 

meffenger 
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meffenger, by Kalchanna, towards the de- 
fert, he told me that he could not confent 
to it, becaufe he apprehended that, by fuch 
means, fecret correfpondence might be car¬ 
ried on, which might bring on fome mif- 
underftanding between the two empires.” 

I told him thereupon, “ That I did re¬ 
member that, and the reft of the unexpect¬ 
ed anfwer he then gave me ; but, not ha¬ 
ving ever been able to guefs whence fuch 
fufpicion could arife, he would infinitely 
oblige me, if he would pleafe to fpeak a 
little more intelligibly on this affair.” 
Whereupon he replied, “ We apprehend 
you have intelligence of our deferters, 
which you do not think fit to communi¬ 
cate to us Thereupon I remonftrated, 

u That 

• The Tongufes, as well as the Morigafls, and other 
people of Tartar extra&ion, who inhabit on the con¬ 
fines of Ruffia and China, are accuftomed to defert 
very often, by hundreds of families frern the lands of 
one empire to thofe of the other, according as their 
capricfe or intereft prompts them, which is often thd * 
fubje& of altercations between the two empires. In or¬ 
der to remedy thefe inconveniencies, it was agreed 

ini 

Vol. If. 3 A 
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“ That, if he would pleafe to conlider the 
raft diftance between St Peteriburgh and 
Pekin, he would himfelf judge whether it 
was poflible for the courier defpatched on 
this affair to be returned already, unlefs he 
could fly ; that, as to the reft, he himfelf 
knew that affairs of fuch confequence were 
not the bufmefs of a day, and required o- 
ther things to adjuft them than fecret eor- 
refpondence.” He lhcok his head at this 
anfwer, becaufe there was then a report 
current at Pekin, th# orders were arrived 
at Selinginfky, from the Czar, not to reftore 
the deferters before fpoken of. Some mo¬ 
ments afterwards he afked me, M If I would 

com- 

in the laft treaty, that, for the future, fuch deferten 
lliould not be received by either power, but (boold ho* 
neftly be returned to the place from whence they came. 
From this article the Chinefe pretend a right to re* 
proach the Ruffes with not a&ing candidly in deferring 
fo long the reftitution of 700 families of their fubjc&s, 
which went over to the Rudian territories Once the con* 
clufion of this treaty ; and the Rufles, on their fide, 
alfo reclaim a good number of families, and infill on 
its being equitable to come to a liquidation of their re* 
ciprocal pretenfiona. 
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communicate to him the news when I 
fhould receive my letters ?” Upon which 
I allured him, “ That I Ihould conceal no¬ 
thing from him, whether it regarded him 
in particular, or regarded the court; fee¬ 
ing fuch affairs could not be communicated 
to me but by exprefs orders of the Czar 
my mafter ; which, whatever defire I might 
have, I dared not keep fecret.” This mini- 
fter, not thinking he had yet fufficient reafon 
to be fatisfied, demanded anew of me, “ If, 
when I fhould receive private letters, I 
would let him have a copy ?” I anfwered 
thereupon, “ That it was certainly the firft 
time, fince the world began, fuch a propo- 
fal was made ; but that I could not believe 
that he fpoke in ehrneft on this occafion, 
although it was a little too late for raillery.” 
This anfwer being not altogether fuch as 
he hoped for, he changed, for fomp time, 
the difeourfe, by faying, “ That he had an 
intention of telling his Majefty, that the 
caravan was almoft ready to depart, and of 
receiving, at the fame time, his orders with 

regard 
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regard to my perfon.” Whereupon I de- 
fired him, 44 To put his Majefly in mind 
of the affair, on the fubje& of which I had 
fo often made inftances to him.” At length 
he began to talk to me of my ftay at Pe¬ 
kin, faying, 44 That the term which was 
agreed with Mr De Ifmayloff, for my ftay 
at this court, wanted little of being expi¬ 
red.” And he made me fully to compre¬ 
hend that I ought to prepare to return with 
the caravan. Upon which we difputed to¬ 
gether long enough ; and I told him on 
this occafion, 44 That, if he would plcafe 
to remember that I aflifted on all the con¬ 
ferences that were held on this fubjed; 
that I had read, and had in my cuftody, all 
the correfpondence of Mr De Ifmayloff, 
with the council, about his negotiations; 
and that I was at all the audiences which 
his Majefty had granted to that minifter, 
he could not doubt but that what was 
tranfadled by Mr De Ifmayloff, from his 
arrival till his departure, was as well 
ftnown to me as to himfelf.” I further 

^Hedged 
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alledged to him, on this fubjeft, therefolu- 
tion of the month of February 1721, which 
he himfelf fent to Mr De IfmaylofF j 
wherein it was faid, “ That his Majefty 
had given his confent to the refidence of 
an agent at his court, without any men¬ 
tion regarding the time, dire&ly or indi¬ 
rectly.”''But this Lord, notwithftanding he 
had nothing to anfwer to what I advanced, 
held himfelf ftri&ly to his firft decifion, 
that my ftay had been agreed to only till 
the return of the prefent caravan. And 
this altercation did not ceafe till I gave 
him, for a final anfwer, “ That the Czar, 
my matter, not having ordered me to enter 
this empire in fpite of the court, or to con¬ 
tinue* to refide in it contrary to the good 
pleafure of the Bogdoi-Chan, I was obliged 
to conform myfelf, on this occafion, to all 
that his Majefty Ihould think fit to deter¬ 
mine in regard to me.’* After which'he 
fhowed me a finall letter, with an addrefs 
in the Rufs language, faying it came from 
Naniti TurfoflF, interpreter at Selinginfky, 

and 
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and that the kutuchtu * had fent it to Pekin, 
that it might be delivered to me. He ad¬ 
ded, ** That he knew very well, that, fince 
the departure of Mr De Ifmayloff, I had 
received a good number of letters, the con¬ 
tents of which I had communicated to no¬ 
body ; but, as to this letter, I muft deter¬ 
mine to open it in his prefence, and let him 
take a copy of it, if I wifhed to have it j 
for, if he could not prevail fo far upon me, 
I fhould not read it neither, as he would 
take care to return it whence it came.’* 
He gave orders for this purpofe to two 
tranflators, who were then prefent, to fet 
themfelves by me, and to read the letter at 
the fame time I did. As I had not yet o- 
pened the letter, I afked him, “ What oc- 
cafioned a curiolity fo unallowable ? and if 

he 

* The Kutuchtu is an htgh-priefl belonging to the 
Mongalls and the northern Kalmucks. He was for¬ 
merly no more than a fub-delegate of the Delay-Lama, 
in thefe parts ; but he hath, by degrees, found means 
to withdraw from the obedience of his mailer, and to 
deify himfelf at the expence of the Delay Lama. 
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he did not know that this procedure was 
dire&ly contrary to the rights of nations ?” 
His anfwer was, “ That he was well e- 
oough apprifed, that what he did on this 
occafion was a little irregular; but this let¬ 
ter happening to fall into his hands, he ex¬ 
pelled that I would not make much diffi¬ 
culty of communicating the contents to 
^im ; and that I might determine on the 
alternative he had propofed.” Thereupon 
I delivered him the letter, fealed as it was, 
and defired him to refled ferioufly on the 
confequence fuch an unwarrantable curio- 
fity might produce ; and, in the mean 
time, I (hould fee to what lengths he would 
carry his authority over my letters. After 
which, I left him, and retired to my quar¬ 
ters. 

The 5th, two mandarins came to me, 
on his part, to fee “ If I would not refolve 
to comply with his will in regard to the 
faid letter ?” I charged them to tell him, 
on my part, ** That I always found myfelf 
ready to do him all imaginable fervice 

which 
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which he could in honour expe£t; but 
What he defired on this occafion was fo un- 
reafonable, that I could not but confider it 
as an affront which he had an intention 
wantonly to give me, and that he might 
depend on being obliged, at a proper time, 
to give me fatisfa&ion.” 

The 6th, the two tranflators above men* 
tioned were commanded to Czchan-zchum- 
nienne, by order of this minifter, which 
made me think they had proceeded as far 
as to open my letter ; but I was foon con¬ 
vinced of the contrary j for 

The 7th, a mandarin, accompanied .by a 
clerk, came to bring me the faid letter, 
which had not the leaft mark of having 
been opened. He, at the fame time, made 
me a compliment from the allegamba, fay¬ 
ing, “ That he defired I would conceive 
no ill opinion of him, upon what had palled 
between us on the fubjed of this letter; in 
as much as he allured me there was nothing 
lerious on his fide in this adventure j an d 
that he only took the liberty of having a 

little 
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Ikfle pleaiantry with me $ not altogether 
without flattering himfelf, that 1 1 ; might not 
be sverfeto fcomply with his defireootbis 
oeoafioh. but now, being convinced that 
I Watt firmly refolved againft this fort of 
cotoplakfance, to any • perfon Whatfoever, 
he would-no longer delay lending me thd 
letter -in queftion \ and, at the fame time, 
to a®ire me^of his friendlhip.’* After hi* 
Ting received the 1 letter, 1 let bihi know, 
in anfwer, “ That Ihadmyfelf, in the 
begirinirig, looked On tins affair as a jeft ; 
but; Ending he puihedft too far, I had been 
obliged to regard it in another light; fee¬ 
ing 1 had never looked on the talking itt 
fueh d manner to bejefting. NeVerthelefs, 
that, after the pofitive affutances that the 
allegamba gave toe, that there was nothing 
ferious on his part of this affair, 1 ought to 
confide r it in the fame light; defiring him* 
in time to come, to make tife of other per- 
■fons, not of me, for his diverfion.” 

After which, having' opened the letter, 
1 foaiid indeed that it was from the faid 

Vox,. II. 3 B Turfoff, 
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Turfoff, dated Urga, aoth of . April 173 s. 
And, as the mandarin and, clerk, who 
brought the letter, were ftill in my cham¬ 
ber, when I began to read it,= I made my 
interpreter trandate it to them by word of 
mouth, in the Mongali language, to the 
end that they mig^t communicate .the con¬ 
tents to the allegamba, and know of him 
if he would grant me a conference oa the 
fubjeft. of this affair,, or would, rather re¬ 
ceive from me a memorial thereupon. 

The 8th, the fame mandarin came to my 
houfe, and upon my deiiriog to know if 
he had acquitted hindelf of the commiffion 
I gave'him the day before, to the aUegam- 
ba, he anfwered in the affirmative, and 
that he was ordered to bring me his an- 
fwer, which was, “ That the Bogdoi-Chaa 
would hear nothing for the future talked of 
any commerce of the Ruffes, in his empire, 
until al} the difturbances; on the frqqtifty 
were entirely adpjfted j and as, for this rea- 
ion, there might continue a long ijpace of 
time before any caravan ought come again 

to 
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to Pekin, the Bogdoi-Chan found it proper 
that the agent (hould return with the pre- 
fent caravanj and when the commerce be¬ 
tween the two empires (hould come to be 
renewed, he (hould likewife be permitted 
to return to Pekin.” Whereupon I made; 
anfwer to the Allegamba, “ That the orders 
I received from the Czar, were* as he him- 
(elf well knew, to remain at Pekin till he 
(hould recal me; but, as I was in no con¬ 
dition to oppofe the orders of the Bogdoi- 
Chan, I: was obliged to have patience, and 
to refolve to do what I had no power 
to avoid doing; neverthelefe, that this was 
no anfwer to what I defired to know from- 
btm, and that I waited for it with impa¬ 
tience, as I did for a clear explanation upon 
this precipitate manner of breaking off all 
commerce and correfpondence between the 
two empires, with waiting for a refolution 
upon the affairs of the frontiers, and with¬ 
out any declaration of war, or other pre¬ 
vious mark of hoftility on either fide.”' 
But the mandarin declined to charge him- 

(elf 
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felf with f&ch * meiTage.be not thinkj&g it 
proper for him to repeat fuch. terms as it 
was couched in tO’ the aUdgamba, faying, I 
muft either feefc aa opportunity to tell him 
myfotf, oj demand a conference, for thit 
• purpofe, by my interpreter. 

The fame day, in the afternoons I feat 
my interpreter to the council, to acquaint 
the allegamba, by means of the mandarins 
he might findithere, that I had, the fame 
day, received the orders of* the Bogdw- 
Chan -for my return to Ituflia j but I had 
received no anfwer *Jn his ’part, tipoa the 
affair which was the fubjedf I wanted to 
confer with him upon ; for which reafoo, 
if he could not. fparfe time to fpeak with mo 
hirafelf, he would at lead let hie know 
whether he would receive a memorial, on 
that fubjedt, from me or not. 

The 9th, another mandarin came to me* 
and acquainted me, that the allegamba had 
been informed of the fubje&, concerning 
yrhich l had fent my interpreter to the 
Council the day before ; and, as he had net 
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a moment to fpani to Confer perfonally with 
n iii he ba&fcnt this feme mandarin to ®c* 
to whom 1 might explain my fell on what I- 
had to (ay to him, as the atlegamba had 
$ven him orders to make him a faithful rc*~ 
port of every thing which 1 fhoold charge 
him with. Upon which 1 told him, that I; 
wHhed he. would inform the allcgamba that 
I prayed him to give me, under bis hand, a^ 
precife anfwer to the points following, viz. 

I. “ If the Bogdoi-Chan was difpofed, 
before my departure, to receive aud to an- 
fwer die credentials which I was charged 
with from his Czarilh Majefty ? 

II. If any fuitahle fatisfa&ion was to be 
expected for the injuries done to his Cza- 
riih Majefty’s fubjedg by the Tulh-du-T 
Chan, or at leaft by his orders f 

III. What was the reafon that they 
would not grant a free paffage to the let¬ 
ters, addrefled to the council and to me, 
which remained on the frontiers ? 

TV. In cafe the Bogdoi-Chan fhould per- 
lift in the refolutioo of fending me home, - 

wha( 
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what I fhould fay to the Czar, my matter, 
regarding the perpetual peace between the 
two empires ? 

V. Suppofing that, contrary to expedi¬ 
tion, my departure might be deferred, I 
defired to know, if, in conformity to the 
treaties of peace, the Bogdoi-Chan would 
grant me poft-horfes for my journey, or 
whether I mud find them myfelf T* 

The 10th, there came to me a mandarin, 
from the allegamba, to inform me,' “ That 
there was no likelihood that the Bogdoi- 
Qian would alter his refolution with regard 
to my departure; that no perfon had the 
boldnefs to fpeak again to his Majefty, af¬ 
ter he had ooce explained himfelf fo pod* 
tively on this affair. But that the alle¬ 
gamba, in his turn, wifhed to be informed 
why I demanded fo precifely to know the 
motives of my being fent away j and why 
I infilled fo ftrenuoufly to have a clear ex¬ 
planation of the intentions of the Bogdoi- 
Chan towards the Czar; that he did not 
kpow whether l durft make fuch demands, 
- . in 
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in cafe the Bogdoi-Chan (hould be pleafed 
to fpeak perfonally to me, without my be-* 
iog afraid that he would make complaints 
of it to the Czar my majier.”. Uppa which 
I returned him as; follows, _yiz. “Thati; 
was abfolutely neceflary for me to be fully 
informed of what I deiired to know ; thaty 
without this being cleared ug, I could not 
well refolve to depart, ^cfiing.it appeared 
yidenfly, tb^t, Jince the d^partgrp of Me 
De Ifmayloff,the court h^d iotirely changed 
its difpofitipn regarding, the prefervation of 
the good underftanding between the two 
empires; that the allegamba himfelf could 
* not be ignorant how many of his CzarUh 
Majefty’s fubjeSs had, immediately after 
the conclufion of the lad treaty, of^ peace, 
deferred, and come to fettle on the lands 
jn the dominions of the Bogdoi-Chan, 
without the Czar's having ihown any yf* 
fentment tp this time, notwitbftanding the 
fame was dire&ly contrary tp the /enfe of 
the treaty; that the Czar, on this occafion, 
far from forbidding the fubje&s of Chinn 

entrance 
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entrance into 1 Ms dominions, tad always 
permitted them,'without interruption, to 
enjoy, in his dominions^ an entire liberty, 
is well in regard to trade as aff other afflutt 
which could concern them, hot even ex¬ 
cepting fome of thofe very'defetters, wbo, 
having affairs to tranfa£t at fome places in 
the Czar*8 dominions, had been no lefs wd* 
come than the bthers, fubje^s of the Bog- 
aoi-Chari j but now, that 700 of the fob* 
je&s of China had paffed the frontiers, and 
Woiild eftabKfh themfelves oh ififc lands be* 
fGnfeihg to -Ruffia, that would forthwith 
.forbid all comrherce, not'ireceive any more 
letters, and in fine, at one ftrolce, break off 
all communication between the twoempires; 
hud that without even watting the anfwer 
of the go vet nou r-general of Siberia to the 
letter wrote to him On thefubjed; which was 
the only certain means of knowing whether 
his Czarilh Majefty intended to retain theft 
people, or to make theta return. That, to 
(Conclude, I prayed-the aHegamba to confi- 
i der, if it was not much more-eafv-to ic- 
~ — - commodate 
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commodate this affair by treating of it with 
more mildnefs, than to pufh it with an 
haughtinefs.not to be born With*.” 

Whereupon the mandarin told me, he 
could not pofitively undertake for his da¬ 
ring to fay all this to the allegamba ; but 
that, if a proper occafion offered, he would 
riot fail of doing it faithfully. He told 
rile further, on the part of that minifter, 
that the mandarins, who had been fent lad 

year 

# It is certain, that the judgment of the late Em¬ 
peror, either from jcaloufy, or the artifices of fome fe- 
cret enemies, was fo altered, with regard to the Rufiia 
trade, a little before his death, that there was no other 
Way of adjufting it blit the having recourfe to arms; 
which was fully refolved on, on the part of Rufiia, 
when the news of the death of this monarch arrived 
there, which fufpended the execution of this defign, 
till they fliould fee clearly into the defigns of his fuc- 
cefior. But the death of Peter the Great entirely broke 
thefe meafures; fo that the affairs between Rufiia and 
China are dill, at this time, on the fame terms they 
were on the departure of Mr De Lange from Pekin; 
and, fince the laft caravan that left Pekin with him, 
no caravan hath been fent from Siberia to Pekin. 

Vol. II. 3 C 
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year by command of die 3ogdo^Chan, to 
pafs the frontiers of Ruffia, were returned, 
they not being permitted to proceed oa 
theirjourney, before the governour-general 
of Siberia was made acquainted with it; 
that the allegamba might expe£fc tp wait 
long enough for an anfwer, as well upon 
this affair as upon all other affairs which 
regarded the intereft of the two empires, fo 
long as they did not allow of a free pallage 
to the letters written concerning them to 
the court. I received no more in anfwer 
then. 

In the mean time, I had made a demand 
fome time ago of the council for ? free 
paflage for the caravan by the old road of 
Kerlinde, (which the former caravans had 
been ufed to take), to fave them the in- 
conveni'encies attending the route by the 
deferts, where the people and the cattle 
had much to endure for want of water; 
and, for this purpofe, I fent my interpre¬ 
ter, with a clerk of the caravan, on the 
14th, to the council, to know if the Bog- 

dot- 
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doi-Chan had given his confent or nor. 
But they told him for anfwer, “ That they 
expected to have been freed from their 
importuning the council about their beg¬ 
garly commerce, after they had been told 
fo oftCH, that the council would not era- 
barrafs themfelves any more about affairs 
that were only beneficial to the RufTe 9 , and 
that of courfe they had only to return by 
the way they came.” 

The fame day, I fent to the houfc of the 
firft minifter, to know if I could have the 
honour of feeing him. But he excufed 
himfelf, faying, that, being far advanced 
in years, he wanted to be at eafe. 

Neverthelefs I did not refrain going my- 
felf the next day, which was the-15th, to 
his houfe ; and the guard at the gate fuf- 
fering me to pafs without interruption, I 
entered dire&ly into the court-yard, and 
acquainted him with my being there, by 
one of his fervants, defiring he would af¬ 
ford me a quarter of an hour’s audience : 
But he fent me word, “ That he was not 

at 
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at leifure to fee me, and that, as the affairs 
about which I would fpeak to him very 
probably only regarded the council of fo¬ 
reign affairs, he defired 1 would addrefs 
myfelf to them.” I thereupon let him 
know, by the fame domeftic, “ That I was 
come to fpeak with him, aa the firft mini- 
fter of the Bogdoi-Chan ; and if I had not 
had a very preding occafion of applying to 
him, he might be fure I would have been 
very averfe to have come to give him 
trouble ; hut that as it concerned us equal¬ 
ly, both him and myfelf, that I (hould have 
the honour of feeing him, therefore I was 
determined not to leave his houfe without 
fpeaking with t him.” Upon this fo predfe 
a declaration, the fame domeftic returned, 
a few moments after, and fliowed me into 
a grand faloon, well enough fumilhed af¬ 
ter the Chinefe manner, where the mailer 
of the houlhold of this minifter came to 
prefent me tea and milk, till his mailer 
ihould come. After I had waited about a 
quarter of an hour in this apartment, the 

allegad* 
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allegada at length came, and defired my 
excufe, with a number of compliments, af¬ 
ter the Chinefe manner, that he was not 
always able to fee me when I might re¬ 
quire it, becaufe his great age, and multi¬ 
plicity of affairs with which he was char¬ 
ged, did not permit him. Whereupon, we 
being both feated, I told him, “ That if 
the affair^ which I had to reprefent to him, 
regarded only my own perfon, 1 fhould not 
have ventured to incommode him ; but a? 
they regarded our common mailers, and 
the prefervation of a good underllanding 
between the two empires ; or, to fay all in 
two words, peace or war between the two 
nations, I thought it my duty to feek, be¬ 
fore my departure, by every way poffible, 
an opportunity of explaining myfelf there¬ 
upon with him ; that he knew that the 
free pafiage pf the caravans of Siheria was 
made, in fome degree, an elfential point in 
all the treaties between the two empires; 
that he knew, moreover, that Mr De If- 
mayloff had declared, more than once, that 

his 
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fii8 Czarifh Majeffy could never alio# that 
they ftiould any more cavil on that article; 
that he further knew, that the free trade 
of the fubje&s of Ruffia, at TJrga, #as po- 
fitively ftipulated' by the late treaty, in 
which they could not make the leaft alte¬ 
ration, without a manifeft violation of the 
faid treaty j that he knew in fine that it 
was with the agreement of the Bb£d6i- 
Chan, and by virtue of a fefolution of the 
council, in writing, that I remained at Pe¬ 
kin, after the departure bf Mr De Ifinay- 
Ibff, in quality of agent, ittipowered By the 
Court of Ruffia, till fuch time as his Cza- 
rifli Majefty fhould be pleafed to rfccal the. 
Notwithftanding whibh, not regarding firdfi 
folemn engagements, they had, in regard 
to this laft caravan, treated u& fo ill, that, 
if they had btfen at open war with Ruffia, 
they could not have done wbrfe ; that they 
had kept fhut up, during many months; the 
cbmmiflary of the caravan, With all his 
people, juft as if they had been Haves; 
(hat there was no kihd of friftilt to which 

they 
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they did not expefe thofe who had a ffeffre 
to come and trade with our people. And 
yet more, they had caufed the Rufs fub- 
jedts to be flhamefully driven out of Urga, 
who frad come to trade there on the faith 
of public treaties. And, as to what re¬ 
gards myfelf, they had made me fuller 
more affronts, on all occafiooa that offered, 
than can be imagined ; in the end, not yet 
fatisfied with all thofe Heps, the prefident 
of the council had made it be declared to 
me politively, that there Ihould not abfo- 
lutely, for the future, any caravan be ad¬ 
mitted before the affair of the frontiers 
ihould be regulated to the fatisfa&ion of 
the Bogdoi-Chan ; and, at the fame time, 
caufed it to be ftgnified to me, that I muft 
prepare to depart with the caravan, becaufe 
his lVfcjefty would not fuffer me to remain 
any longer at his court, in the uncertainty 
that affairs flood in between the two em¬ 
pires. That, if this order regarded me on¬ 
ly as a private perfon, there would he no¬ 
thing in it which did not depend entirely 

on 
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on the pleafure of the Bogdoi-Chan; but 
having been once admitted by him to re* 
fide at his court, in quality of agent of his 
Czarilh Majefty, it was a maxim, pra&ifed 
by all the civilized nations in the world, 
not to fend away, in a manner fo indecent, 
a perfon veiled with a public chara&er, un* 
lefs entirely to break off all good Under- 
Handing with his mailer. That, if they de- 
fired very ardently, as they alferted on all 
occafions, the rellitution of the deferters in 
quellion, and an* amicable convention in 
regard to the frontiers, he would permit 
me to tell him, that it appeared to me they 
took quite the wrong way to obtain them j 
and that the fending me away, fo far from 
facilitating thofe affairs, was moll certainly 
the greateft obftacle they could think of. 
That I thought it my duty to remonftrate 
the foregoing matters at this time that they 
might Hill be remedied j becaufe, after my 
departure, I did not well fee how it would 
be pofiible to get out of this embarraflment 
by amicable means.” The miniller thatt- 

upon 
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upgn anfwered me, “ That it being already 
folongatimefince the Ruffes had given them 
the expe&ation o 3 F regulating the affairs of 
the frontiers, conform to the treaties con¬ 
cluded between the two empires, without 
their taking the lead: thought of bringing 
things to a clofe, his Majerfy had come to 
a refolution not to admit any caravan be¬ 
fore he fhould be .fully fatisfied, on the 
part of Ruffia, of their adherence to trea¬ 
ties ; and as thereby my refidence at his 
court became quite unnecelfary, his Ma- 
jefty Law nothing that fhould oblige him 
to keep me longer in his empire. That, 
in regard to what paffed at Urga, the Tufh- 
du-Chan had good reafons for removing 
our people from his refidence, who had 
committed great infolencies, noways con¬ 
form to treaties. That, as to what regar¬ 
ded the ill ufage which I pretended the 
caravan had fullered* he did not Well know 
of what 1 fpoke j but, as to their being 
kept fhut up a longer time than ordinary, 
it was our own fault, who would have 
• Voi.. II. 3 D made 
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made innovations in the trade of the cara¬ 
vans. In fine, in one word, that his Ma- 
jefty was tired of receiving the law, in his 
own country, from foreigners, of whom 
his fubjeds reaped no profit; and that, if 
the court of Ruifia delayed longer doing 
him juftice, he Ihould obliged to do it 
himfelf, by fiich ways as he Ihould find 
moll convenient.” Upon which I replied, 
“ That 1 was much furprifed to find the 
Bogdoi-Chan in a difpofition fo little fa¬ 
vourable towards his Czarilh Majcfty, after 
he had the goodnefs to teftify himfelf, on 
more than one oceafion, to Mr De Ifnaaj- 
loff, that;he defired nothing more than al¬ 
ways to live in a good Onderftandiog with 
the Czar, my mailer ; and that I could not 
conceive what caufed his change of fensi- 
ments fo fuddenly, with regard to his Cza» 
rilh Majefty. That if the court of China 
had reftitutions to demand from us, we 
had the like to expe& from diemand 
that, in any (hape, there was no realoa 
that could in ju/lice oblige us to reftore 

their 
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their deferters, fo long a9 they retained 
ours. That if the indulgence of the Czar, 
my mailer* in the affair of Albazin *, had 
raifed raih hopes in any perfons, who are 
ill informed of the forces of Iluflia, and of 
the monarch who reigns over them, I was 
perfuaded, that, a monarch fo enlightened, 
as was the Bogdoi-Chan, would not fuffer 
himfelf to be blinded by fuch delufive ap¬ 
pearances ; and that he knew full well 
bow to diilinguiih an indulgence, ariiing 
from magnanimity and efteem,/or a prince, 
his friend and allay, from a forced compli¬ 
ance, grounded on weaknefs and indolence. 
That a9 I had, in my inftrudions, orders to 
apply my utmoft endeavours for the pre- 
fervation of the good underftanding be¬ 
tween the two empires, 1 thought I might 

tell 

• Albazin was a little town of about 500 or 600 
houfes, which the Ruffes had built in a very fertile 
country, upon the fouth fide of the river Amcor, near 
the mouth of the river Albazin.' But at the end of the 
year 1715, the Eaftern Mongalls, fupported by the 
Chinefe, befieged it, and having carried it after a fiege 
•f two years, rafed it to the ground. 
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tell him, that I was exceedingly furprifed 
at the proceedings of the Chinefe miniftry 
on this occafion ; that he could not be ig¬ 
norant that it depended only on his Cza- 
rifli Majefty to finiffi the war with Swe¬ 
den, in the mod honourable mannerj and 
that perhaps this peace was a&ually made 
at the time I was fpeaking Jto him ; after 
which, I faw nothing that could prevent 
the Czar, my mafter, from turning his 
arms to this fide, in cafe they exercifed his 
patience too much. That 1 gave him my 
word, that all the great difficulties which 
perhaps might be imagined in China to at¬ 
tend fuch an enterprife, would vanifii im¬ 
mediately, if ever his Czarifh Majefty 
fhould refolve on tranfporting himfelf to 
the frontiers ; for he was a prince that did 
not fuffer himfelf to be hindered by diffi¬ 
culties, and that they might then have fuf- 
fieient caufe to repent their having defpiled 
the friendfliip of a monarch who was not 
accuftomed to receive offences with impu¬ 
nity, and who was inferior to no monarch 

ia 
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in the world, neither in grandeur nor 
power.” This difcourfe was not at all to 
the allegada’s tafte ; therefore, after fome 
filence, he demanded of me, “If I was 
authorifed to talk to him in the manner I 
did ? and if I was not apprehenfive of be¬ 
ing difavowed by the court of Ruflia> in 
cafe they fhould make complaint upon the 
menaces I ufed to them ?” I thereupon 
replied to him, “ That, in the ftate to 
which I faw affairs were brought, I thought 
it neceflary not to difguife any thing to 
hinv t° the end that the Bogdoi-Chan, 
faithfully informed by him, of all he had 
to confider for and againft this affair, 
might thereby be the better enabled to de¬ 
termine with himfelf thereupon, in a man¬ 
ner fuitable to his great wifdom and jus¬ 
tice. That neverthelefs it was wrong to 
take what I had fa id on this occafion for 
menaces, feeing they were only mere re¬ 
flections, which I was defirous he fhould 
make on the unhappy conlequences which 
the difdainful conduCt they fhowed, in rer 

gard 
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gard to us, might ia time produce; and 
that I was fo little apprehenfiye of being 
difavowed by the court of Rulfia, that I 
was ready to give him in writing every 
word I had faid to him, and that it would 
be the greateft fervice he could render me 
to fpeak out of hand concerning it to the 
Bogdoi-Chan, the more as I was well af- 
fured, that if they would give the leaR at¬ 
tention to the irregular manner in which 
they had a&ed in this affair, with a friend¬ 
ly and allied power, they would not fail of 
comprehending that my intentions were 
lincere, and only had for its aim the pre- 
fervation of the harmony between the two 
empires.” The anfwer of the minifter to 
this was, “ That it being his Majefty*s 
cuftom never to make any refolution, with¬ 
out firft well weighing all circumftances, 
he never changed his meafures for any rea- 
fon whatfoever ; and, after what he had 
declared pofitively, in regard to the cara¬ 
van and my perfon, he had no inclination 
to propofe to him a change of ientiment 

in 
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in this regard. That we had nothing to do 
but to make a beginning in complying 
with our engagements ; alter which they 
would fee what they bad to do as to the 
Deft.” Upon which I concluded, by telling 
him, “ That the cafe being fo, 1 few 
plainly, that it was in vain, on our fide, 
to ufe more endeavours for preferving the 
good underftanding between the two em¬ 
pires, as long as they would contribute 
nothing towards it on their fide; that, 
thetefore, the game muft go on, feeing the 
<lice was thrown already. That, however, 
I had at leaft the fetisfa&ion of having 
done my duty in advertifing him, as firft 
xninifter of the BogdoUChan, of the un¬ 
happy confequences which would cnfue 
from all this ; and that was the foie reafon 
which made me think it abfolutely necefe 
iary for me to give him the trouble of this 
vifit.” After which, I rofe up, and took 
leave of him. On parting, he re-eondu&- 
ed me to the entrance of the feioon, where 
he ftaid till I was mounted on horfeback. 

The 
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The fame day I was likewife to take 
leave of the poyamba, or great marshal of 
the court 5 and, after having returned him 
thanks, which Were truly due to him, for 
all . the goodnefs which he had (howed to 
me ever fince I had the honour of being 
known to him* 1 profited myfelf of the 
prefent opportunity to reprefent fuccindUy 
to him the fame things which I had repre- 
fented to the aleg&da. He thereupon a (Hi¬ 
red me, “ That he was forry to fee that 
the fuccefs of my negotiations did not an- 
fwer my wi(hes. That it was true that the 
Bogdoi-Chan Was very much piqued that 
he faw there was no end made to the af¬ 
fair of the deferters; and that he had cer* 
tain advice that our court had no defire to 
fatify him on this article, and that we only 
fought to protradt time : That it was on 
thefe confiderations that he had been pre¬ 
vailed on by the miniftry to order my re¬ 
turn. That, for his part, he was aftonifh- 
ed to fee that bur court could hefitate a 
moment to Sacrifice fome hundreds of fa¬ 
milies. 
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milies, who were in the utmoft poverty, 
to the folid advantages which we might 
promife ourfelves from the friendfhip 
which the Bogdoi-Chan had conceived for 
the perfon of the Czar my mafter j and he 
made no manner of doubt, but that, if the 
Czar had been well informed of the juftice 
of the pretenfion 8 of the court of China, 
and the little importance of that affair* he 
would inftantlv have given orders for re- 
ftoring the families reclaimed.” I would 
have had him cqnfider the diftance of the 
places* and that it was in a manner impof- 
fible that an anfwer could have arrived 
from St Peterlburgh on this affair, fince the 
departure of Mr De Ifmayloff. But he 
flopped my mouth by telling me, “ That 
he could not fay precifely what the diftance 
was, but he knew very well that, on otjief 
occafion 8 * our couriers had made the jour* 
ney in much left time. That he adviled 
me to do ray beft in this affair when I 
fhould arrive on the frontiers , and that he 
could aflure me,. that* when the Bogdoi- 
Vol. II. 3 E Chan 
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Chaa was made eafy on this point, he 
would explain himfelf very reafonably on 
all the reft of what we ihould wifh to have 
done; that, however, as to myfelf, I had 
caufe to be well- fatisfied with the fenti- 
ments the court entertained of me, and that 
his Majefty had himfelf declared*. that, in 
cafe affairs ihould come to be accopamoda- 
ted, he would not be fo^ry tp fee me re? 
turn to Pekin.” / , 

The 16th, I went to pay my court fo: the 
Bogdoi-Chan, upon his departure from Pe¬ 
kin to pafs the fummer at Jegcholl, but had 
not the honour of fpeakmg ta him at this 
time j his Majefty letting mef.know, by : the 
matter of the ceremonies, “ That he re¬ 
commended the fame thing to me which 
he had charged Mr De Ifmayioff With, to 
tell his Czariih Majefty*. That, fee the 
• t reft, 

♦ When Mr De Ifinayloff £ad,his audience of Icare 
of the late Emperor of China, this monarch declared ex- 
prefsly that he would permit Mr Dt Larige to ‘remain 
at Pekin in quality of agent of the coart of lUti&if a- 

pefling 
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reft, he wished me a good jonrney ; and 
expedited that I would not fail to write 
from the frontiers, in cafe I (hould there 
be informed of any news from Europe.” 

A little before I received the meflage 
from his Majefty, I had an interview with 
the allegamba, who, after an infinite deal 
of cateifing and flattery, begged of me to 
labour, as much as poflible, to forward the 
returning their deferters ; at the fame time 
adding, “ That the Bogdoi-Chan had great 
reliance on me in regard to this affair ; in 
expectation that, according to all appearan¬ 
ces, I would not be backward to return fooa 
to China, either on the fubjedt in queftion, 

or 


peeling that Mr De Ifmaylaff would, on his rcturq, 
prevail witty his Czarifh Majefty to fend back the de- 
ferted.families in queftion ; but, in cafe that fhould not 
be effefled inftantly, he would not only fend away the 
faid agent, but would receive no more caravans, till 
he fhould be entirely fatisfied on this article. But Mr * 
De Ifmayloff, on his arrival at Mofco, found the 
court fo bufily employed about the expedition to Per- 
fia, that he found no opportunity of getting a final re¬ 
solution on this affair. 
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tor on the fubjedt of commerce.” I allured 
him thereupon, u , That his Cjarifli Maje- 
fty, haying fubje&s in abundance, had at 
no time the lead temptation to keep the 
vaflals of neighbouring powers unjuftly." 
And 1 promifed, at the fame time, to write 
to him, if, at my arrival on the frontiers, I 
ihould learn that any refolution was takes 
on this affair. Afterwards 1 demanded of 
him, “ For what reafon they refufed con¬ 
veyance of the letters which were on the 
frontiers ?*’ At the fame time, I led hot 
to imagine fome appearance that thole let¬ 
ters bore fomething relating to their affair. 
Whereupon he anfwercd me, •* That, if it 
was poffible to believe it to be fo, he would 
not make the lead difficulty of indantly or¬ 
dering the letters to be brought hither; but 
that, if they contained orders for the ren¬ 
dering back their deferters, they would not 
have failed to communicate the fame to the 
mandarin, who kept himfelf at Selinginiky 
purely on that affair.” 

At length, not feeing any appearance of 
being able to prolong my day at Pekin till 

the 
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the recal of his Czarifli Majefty, I prefled 
the commiflary to negledt nothing that 
might facilitate his departure as foon aa 
pofiible; and thereupon he defpatched be¬ 
forehand , 

On the 25th, a part of his baggage for 
Krafnagora, which is a place, a day's jour¬ 
ney without the great wall, appointed for 
the rendezvous of all the caravan. On 
this occafion, they did not give a guard of 
Ghinefe foldiers to the caravan, as had 
been formerly pra&ifed ; but they had or¬ 
dered all the towns where they fliould flop 
to give them guards ; befides which, there 
was a bonfk;a or courier of the council of 
the affairs of the MongaMs ordered to at¬ 
tend the baggage, who was not to leave 
them without a new order. 


J**c. 

The 6th, a mandarin, named Tulifhin, 
let me know that, having received orders 
from the Bogdoi-Chan to accompany me 
to Selinginiky, and to furnUb provifions 

and 


r 


Digitized by VjOOQlC 



406 JOURNAL OF 1722. 

and poft-horfes on the road, he would be 
glad to be informed when I thought I 
fhould be ready to depart, that he might 
take his meafures accordingly, and def- 
patch, in good lime, the couriers neceffary 
for the deferts, to make the requifite difpo- 
fitions £pr my paflage. 

The 8th, the commiflary went to the 
council, to demand a guard for the cara¬ 
van ; but they granted none ; acquainting 
him, at the fame time, that the Mandarin 
Tulifliin was alfo charged with the care of 
the caravan ; and that, as he would be o- 
bliged frequently to leave the route of the 
caravan, for providing vi&uals and horfes 
which I fhould have occafion for on my 
journey, he was to have with him a clerk 
and two couriers under his command, who 
were not to leave the caravan before they 
fhould fafely arrive at Selinginfky. 

The fame day# 36 carriages were de- 
fpatched, laden with merchandife, for the 
place of rendezvous* without any other 

efcort 
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efcort than fome of our own people, and a 
courier of the council. 

The 16th, the allegamba invited me to 
come to him at the palace of the Bogdoi- 
Chan ; and, when I arrived, he prefented 
me with two pieces of damafk on the part 
of the Chan ; telling me, “ That his Ma- 
jefty having received prefents from me on 
the entrance of the new year, he was plea- 
fed, in his turn, to make me a prefent of 
thefe two pieces of damafk.” I received 
this prefent with all due refpeft ; a (Turing 
this rainifter that I fhould eternally cherifh 
the remembrance of all the gracious fa¬ 
vours which the Bogdoi- Chan had deigned 
to honour me with during my refidence in 
his empire ; and that, in whatever place I 
(hduld be in time to come, I would never 
fail of making it a fubjeft of particular glo¬ 
ry to me. 


July. 

The 4th, the allegaihba fent a mandarin 
•0 me, to (how me k letter, which he had 

very 
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very lately received from the mandarin 
who redded at Selinginfky, in which he 
made heavy complaints of the chicane¬ 
ries that he was forced to bear with, du¬ 
ring his refidence in that place, as well 
from the officers of his Czarifh Majefty, as 
the other inhabitants of that city ; adding, 
** That every body demanded of him per¬ 
petually the reafon why he tarried there fo 
long, and if he did not intend foon to re¬ 
turn home ? That thereupon, having de¬ 
manded of them, if they had come to any 
refolution on the affair which was the 
' caufe of his being there, they bad anfwered 
him, that they had no other orders but to 
conduct him back, with all civility, when 
he (hould think proper to return.” He re¬ 
lated, befides, in this letter, “ That the al¬ 
lowance they gave him, for the fubdftence 
of himfelf and retinue was fo very fcanty, 
that, if he had not had of his own money 
wherewithal to fupply himfelf, he ihould 
have been reduced to great extremities. 
They had, befides, prefled him very hard 

on 
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oh the fubjett of the letters, for the 
council and for me, that were arrived on 
the frontiers j and they would, by force, 
know of him the reafon why he refufed to 
receive the letters, and to forward them to 
Pekin ; but that he had always anfwered 
them, that, his foie errand to Selinginfky 
being on the affair of the deferters, he 
could not charge himfelf, either with let¬ 
ters, or any other affair whatfoever.” After 
the mandarin had explained to me the con¬ 
tents of this letter, he told me, that the al- 
legamba demanded to know of me, “ Whe¬ 
ther it was poflible that all this could be 
done by order of his Czarilh Majefty ?” I 
let him know, in anfWer, “ That, if he had 
formed ideas of the perfon of the Czar my 
ttiafter, by thofe paflages, he would do well 
entirely to efface them ; for that, as his 
Czarilh Majefty was more magnanimous 
than to treat, in the manner there laid 
down, even prifoners of war in his domi¬ 
nions, he would certainly not begin fo bad 
a practice with the fubje&s of an empire 
Vol. II. 3 F in 
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in amity with him, who came into hb 
country.” I added, that, notwith (landing 
I had reafon to complain of things of more 
confequence than this mandarin, l was ne- 
verthdefs fo far from approving the want 
of complaifance ufed towards him, that, if 
the allegamba thought fit to give me a copy 
of that letter, I was ready to take charge 
of it, and to make it my bufinefs that the 
Czar my mailer fhould be acquainted with 
it. But, with regard to the orders which 
this mandarin.hinted he was charged with, 
not io receive any letters, though even for 
the council itfelf, before he (hould receive 
the deferters in queftion, i could not help 
©bferving that fuch a procedure befpoke 
much coolnefs on their fide. 

The 8th, the aUegamba fent to me* in 
the evening, a mandarin, who* told mo, af¬ 
ter making me a compliment from him, 
that he would be the next day at the coun¬ 
cil i and that, if 1 had time to come there 
iikewife, he would explain the reafont 
which determined the court to refolve on 
r.; 
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my return; and that he would give me the 
fame in writing. Upon which I tofd him, 
I fliould come there with great pleafure, 
that I might be informed of them. 

The 9th, having notice that the alle- 
gamba was already arrived at the council, 
I forthwith mounted on horfeback to go 
there alfo. He came in perfon to receive 
me at the door, and defired me to place 
myfelf at a little table with him. After 
which he gave me to underftand, “ That 
it were to be wilhed that my rcfidence at 
that court might continue longer, as the 
Bogdoi-Chan himfelf, and all the miniftry 
in general, were fo well fatisfied with the 
conduit I had obferved during my refi- 
dence, that they had nothing to fay againft 
my perfon ; that they had remarked, with 
much fatisfaition, that, by the good order 
I had kept, the prefent caravan had begun 
and hnilhed its commerce, without produ¬ 
cing the leaft difpute between the merchants 
of the two nations *. It had alfo formerly 

been 

# The Chinefe ufualJy bought, from the caravan, 

goods 
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been too ufual to fee the fervants and peo¬ 
ple of the caravan do numberlefs infolenciet 
in the ftreets, and commit all forts of ex- 
ceffes j but that, for this time, they could 
not without furprife ohferve that nothing 
of< this fort had appeared ; but that every 
thing palfed with all defirable decency*” 

After 

goods on credit, for which, at the time when doe, they 
coaid not pay; which occafioned very frequent dilutes 
between the two nations. To remedy this, the court 
of Pekin had been accudomed to pot into the hands of 
the commifTary, at his departure, ail thofc who conki 
not pay what they were indebted to the carafan, is 
order that he might compel t^em to pay as they beft 
could. In which cafes, the commiflanes had frequently 
committed great abufes, and treated the poor Chinefe 
whom' they had in their endody, in the mod barbarous 
* manner; which v$ry much difguded the people of 
Pekin, and rendered them very arerfe to trading with 
the Ruffian caravans. 

# The excefles committed by thofc of the caravan, 
had been byt too frequent till this time ; and the com* 
miffaries, in place of redreffing thofc diforders, had 
been vqry often thcmfelves the authors of them, with¬ 
out giving themfelves the trouble of making the Icafi 
(atisfadlion for them to the Chinefe, notwithftandmg 

(he 
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After I had paid this compliment by a- 
nother, I told him, “ That it was with in¬ 
tention of maintaining the like good order 
that his Czarifh Majefty fent me to China; 
and that it would be owing to .themfelves, 
if things, for the future, fhould not be car¬ 
ried on in the fame order, and if any o- 
ther petty incidents did not come to an ac¬ 
commodation with the like eafe.” After 
which, I prayed him to let me know the 
true fource of the diforders which happen¬ 
ed at Urga, between the fubje&s of the 
Czar, my mailer, and the Mongalls; and 
“ wherefore they obliged the Ruffia-mer¬ 
chants to leave that place before they had 
finilhed their trade.” He anfwered me 
thereupon, “ That it was done by orders 
of the Tulh-du-Chan and his council, as 

fupreme 


the great complaints to the Ruffian minifters thereupon 
on many occafions. In all appearance, what contribu* 
ted principally to the good order obferved by the Rufs- 
fervants of this caravan, was their not getting brandy 
at free coft, as they did when the Chinefe furnifhed 
the fubfiftence for the caravan. 
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fupreme judges in their country.” Up¬ 
on which I demanded of him, M Whe¬ 
ther the Tu(h»du-Chan was a fovereign 
prince of the Mongalls, or a fubje# of the 
Emperor of China ?” He replied, “ That, 
in truth, the Chan was a vafial of the Bog- 
doi-Chan’s; but that did not hinder his be¬ 
ing mafter in his own country I then 
prayed him to tell me, lt Whether the 
Tuih-du-Chan was obliged to conform 
himfelf to the engagement ftipulated by 
treaty between the two empires,, to the end, 
that I might know if we ought to addrds 

the 

* 

# Though the Chan of the Weftern Mongalls is 
tributary to the Chinefe, they have neverthelefs a great 
regard for him at the court of China; the more as he 
is a very powerful Prince; and that, in cafe of a revolt 
in China, it is from him that the prefent Imperial Houle 
is to expert the greateft afliftance; his fubjedls being 
beyond comparifon much better foldiers than the Moo* 
gall Chinefe.; infomuch, that if they fhould be difobligcd, 
and fhould join themfelvejs to the Kalmucks, or cb the 
Ruffes, nothing could prevent his entrance into Chine 
wghen he plea&d, and probably bring about another re* 
volution. 
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the court at Pekin, on the fubjeft of fatis-* 
faction we had to demand on that affair ? 
, or were to take it of the Tufh-du-Chan? 
as it was not to be expe&ed that affair 
would be let pafs without an exatt inquiry. 
That, for my part, I thought the bed means 
of terminating that affair amicably,' was* 
that they fhould' order the mandarin, who 
was to accompatly me on the journey, to 
go with me to Urga, in our way to Selin-> 
ginfky ; to the end, that, after having full 
information of this affair, I might be able 
to fend a circumftantial account of it to our 
mioiftry.” But he anfwered me thereupon 
in theife terms ; “ With us no judge, who 
hath given a juft fentence, can be made re- 
fponiible for his judgment, was he no more 
than a mere clerk. Your people who were 
at Urga ha^e affronted the lamas, as well 
by words as deeds ; and they have, more¬ 
over* attempted to carry off fome Mongall 
families from thofe quarters. It is for this 
realbn that the Tu£h>du-Chan was in the 
right to remove them from his territories.” 
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I anfwered him thereupon, “ That this 
judge ought moft certainly to reader- ac¬ 
count of his judgment, becaufe he had 
judged people who were no manner of wa j 
under his jurifdi&ion. But he would hart 
afted with juftice if, after haying font the 
culpable to Selinginfky, he had profecuted 
for fatisfa&ion at that place* Whereat, 
now that he hath puniihed the innocent c- 
qually with the guilty, and hath infringed 
the treaty of peace'in fo eflential an article, 
his judgment cannot be regarded but as 2 
manifeft a£t of violence.*’ The allegamba, 
finding me infill fo llrenuoufly for an in¬ 
quiry into this affair, fmiling, told me, 
“ Mr agent, you do well to make fo much 
work about this affair; but I do not know 
how to explain myfelf more precifely upo° 
it at prefent 5 all that I can fay to you m> 
that all of it will be eafily accommodated 
when we lhall receive a fatisfa&ory anfwcr 
upon the affair of our deferters.” After 
which he prefented me with a writing, 
which he laid had been drawn up by order 

of 
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of the Bogdoi-Chan, to ferve for my in¬ 
formation regarding the reafons of my be¬ 
ing fent away. Upon which we again en-' 
tered into difpute together; but as thefe gen¬ 
tlemen, on thefe occafions, hold themfelves 
ItridUy tied down to a tingle word, whether 
eOential to the affair they are upon or not, 
it was impoffible for me to draw from him 
any other anfwer, than that they had not 
deligned to grant my remaining at Pekin 
longer than the time of the prefent cara¬ 
van j and that, when the affair of the fron¬ 
tiers Ihould be accommodated, they would 
not be wanting to give a definitive refolu- 
tion, as well upon this article, as upon the 
other propofitions which Mr De Ifmayloff 
had made to the court. He afterwards pre- 
fented fo me a letter, faying it was written 
by order of the Bogdoi-Chan, to Prince 
Cherkafky, governour-general of Siberia *; 
Vol. II. 3 G but, 

# The Prince Cherkaflcy, goveroour*general of Si¬ 
beria, was recalled by the court of Ruffia, in the year 
1722, upon his own foliicitations; and they afterwards 
fent thither a perfon in quality of vice-governour, wao 
remains there ftill. 


Digitized by CnOOQlC 



418 JOURNAL Of 17a?. 

but, I having refufed to receive the laid let¬ 
ter, it difpleafed him a little, and made hint 
fay, “ That it was hardly civil in me to 
refufe a letter, which the Emperor, his 
mailer, had ordered to be written, and to 
be put into my hands.” I anfwered there¬ 
upon, “ That I would not chufe to do what 
I did on this occafion, if the letters which 
the faid Prince Cherkaiky, in quality of 
govei nour-general of Siberia, had written to 
the council, were not likewife written by 
the order of the Czar, my mailer. That he 
could give this letter to the mandarin, who 
was to accompany me to Selinginlky, with 
orders to receive the letters for the court 

1 

which were lying there; and that being 
done, I ihould not then make the Ieaft dif¬ 
ficulty to receive the faid letter.” He de¬ 
clared to me afterwards, that it was the 
pleafure of the Bogdoi-Chan that I Ihould 
take Jegcholl in my way, to have my au¬ 
dience of leave of his Majefty. And agaia 
refuming the article of the letter from t^e 
court for the Prince Cherkaiky, he told me, 

“ That 
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** That what I had done on this occafion 
was not altogether fo right; feeing it was 
not allowed to any perfon, when in China, 
to oppofe themfelves to the will of the 
Emperor.** Upon which I anfwered him, 
“ That I whs perfuaded his Majefty would 
put a different conftru&idn on this affair, 
from what he did.” But that I wifhed, in 
my turn, to know from him, u Upon what 
he grounded his fufpicions, when he refu- 
fed us, the laft fpring, the paflage to the 
deferts for fome of our people, whom we 
would have fent with money to provide 
fubfiftence for our horfes j and that, under 
the pretext, that by fuch expeditions fecret 
correfpondehce might be .carried on, which 
might produce miftinderftandings between 
the two empires.” Thereupon he fa id, 
“ That in reality he had no futh fufpicions; 
but that he would willingly prevent the 
diforders which might have happened on 
the journey of thefe people ; feeing, that 
if they had been robbed, or aflaflinated on 
the road, we would not have failed to de¬ 
mand 
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mand fatisfa&ion from the court.” There¬ 
upon I put him in mind, “ That he was 
now brought to explain himfelf; that it 
was not to hinder fecret cotrefpondence 
that he refufed us palfage, and that he 
might very well have fpared himfelf that 
ufelefs precaution, as to what regarded us, 
which had caufed an expence of fome thou- 
fands of laen, for not being able to put our 
horfes into Rabies, to which purpofe the 
money we wanted to fend to the deferts 
was appropriated ; and had occafioned the 
death of a great many horfes ; and even 
thofe that furvived were in fuch a mi- 
lerable condition, that they were by no 
means capable of ferving in the waggons ; 
which obliged our commiflary to tranfport 
the ^rcateft part of his baggage to Selin- 
ginfky by carriages hired at Pekin, which 
could not be done but at a very confidera- 
ble charge.” This anfwer made him a lit¬ 
tle thoughtful ; but at length he replied to 
me, “ That he did not fay -fo; but, be it 
i'o or net, wc mull now part good friends j 

to 
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to which end he prayed me to have no ill- 
wiH towards him upon account of the li¬ 
berty he had taken to trifle and to jeft with 
me on the fubjeft pf the letter from Tiir- 
foff; that he could allure me he had no ill 
intention on that occafion j and hoped'that 
1 would be fatisfied with this explanation, 
and npt think otherwife of that affair, in 
time to come, than as a piece of innocent 
raillery.” To which I anfwered him, 
** That, as to what-regarded myfelf in par¬ 
ticular, he might depend that I fhould ab- 
folutely think no more of it; but, for the 
reft, I could not do in it according to my 
own pleafure.” Whereupon he aiked me, 
if, at my return to Ruflia, I fhould be o- 
bliged to give a relation in writing to our 
miniftry, of every thing that palled during 
my refidence in China, in regard to my 
negociations ; and having anfwered him 
yes, he faid to me, that, in this cafe, I 
would do well not to infert a number of 
trifling things, which could anfwer no good 
end, but might embroil matters more; for 

that 
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that itwas much "better that a good under- 
ftanding between the two empires fhould 
ccttlinue," thin tliat differences between 
them fhouW be widened. I replied there* 
upon, that, nbt having been Tent to the 
court of Pekin asaninfthiment For creating 
mifunderftaadiogs, I would make it my 
bufuiefs, in my relation, not to touch upon 
any things but fuch as was fieceffary for 
our court to be informed of. After which 
we both rofe up, and having mutually em¬ 
braced, we took leave of each other, red* 
procally wiihing to meet foon again. 

The rath, the commiffary having left 
Pekin, with all the reft of the caravan, I 
likewife departed for Jegcholl, where I ar¬ 
rived on the 15th; and having forthwith 
made known my arrival to the chamberlain 
of the Chan, he let me know be would 
inftantly. inform his Majefty ; and, till he 
Ihould receive his orders for appointing the 
day of my audience, the intendant of his 
Majefty’s kitchen would take care that my 

table 
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table (hould be furnifhed with every thing 
I might have occaiion for. 

The 17th, I had my audience of leave 
of the Bogdoi-Chan, with the ceremonies 
ufual at this court. 

The 18th, I left Jegcholl, and met the 
caravan the 24th; which being dill within 
the Great Wall, I paffed it, the 26th, with 
the caravan* which I left, on the 28th, near 
Krafna-gora in the delerts. And, on the 
26th of Auguft 1722, I arrived at Selin* 
ginfky, after having refided near feventeen 
months at the court of China. 
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SUCCINCT RELATION 

OF MY 

JOURNEY 

T O 

D E R BEN I 4 . 

U PON my return with the embafly 
from Pekin, as hath been formerly 
mentioned, I found his Imperial Majefty, 
all the court, the general officers, and the 
nobility and gentry, from all the empire, 
afiembled at Mofco ; and great preparations 
making, at that city, for the celebration of 
the feftivals, appointed to be folemnized 
there, on account of the peace, concluded 
at Aland in 1711, between Ruffia and Swe- 

deh, 
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den, after a war which had lafted more 
than twenty years. 

Thefe feftivals were accompanied with 
mafquerades, grand fire-works, balls, af- 
femblie8, &c. the detaif of which, though 
it would fwell this work to too large a 
bulk, yet I think it will not be unaccept¬ 
able to the reader, briefly to relate one part 
of it, I mean the magnificent Ihows exhi¬ 
bited on this occafion ; which I am indu¬ 
ced to by the confideration, which at that 
tipie (truck me, of Peter the Great his ha¬ 
ving always in view, even in his amufe- 
roents, and times of diverfion, all poilible 
means of influencing his people to a liking 
of whatever tended to promote the good 

- * ’ j 

of his empire. 

The Ruffians, in. general, had a ftrong 
averfion to (hipping and maritime affairs. 
In order to apprife them of the great ad- 

* 1 . 

vantages arifing from a marine force, in his 
triumphant entry into Mofco, he repre¬ 
sented to his people;that the peace, the re¬ 
joicings for which werd now celebrating, 

was 
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was obtained by means of his naval 
ftrength. 

The triumphant entry was made from a 
village, about feven miles from Mofco, cal¬ 
led Sefwedflcy. 

The firft of the eavajcade was a galley, 
finely carved and gilt, in which the rowers 
plied their .oars as on the water. The gal¬ 
ley was commanded by, the high admiral 
of Ruflia. Then came a frigate, of 16 
fmall brafs/ guns, with three mads, com¬ 
pletely rigged, manned with twelve or 
fourteen youths, habited like Dutch {kip¬ 
pers, in black velvet, who trimmed the 
fails, and performed all the manoeuvres as 
of a (hip at fea. Then came mod richly 
decorated barges, wherein fat the Emprefs 
and the ladies of the court. There were 
alfo pilot-boats, heaving the lead, and a- 
bove thirty other veffels, pinnaces, wher¬ 
ries, &c. each filled with mafqueraders in 
the dreflesof different nations. It was in 
the month, of February, at which time all 
the ground was covered with fnow, and all 

the 
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the rivers frozen. AU thefe machines were 
placed on fledges, and were drawn by hor- 
fesi through all the principal ftreets of 
Mofco. The Ihip required above forty 
horfes to draw it. In order to its paffing 
under the gates, the top.malls were 
flruck, and, when patted, fet up again; 
befides which, the gate*way was dug as 
low as was neceflary for admitting it to 
pafs. 

Thefe feftivals being ended, his Imperial 
Majefty prepared to undertake an expedi¬ 
tion 1 into Perlia, at the earneft requdft of 
Shadh Huflein, the Sophy of Pdrfia, in or¬ 
der to affift that prince againft the Af¬ 
ghans, his rebellious fubje€ts, who, under 
the fcondudi, firftj of Myrvais, afterwards, 
of Myr Mahmut, had not only feized up¬ 
on the city and ftropg fortrefs Chandahar, 
but alfo had pofleffed themfelves of feveral 
provinces on the frontiers towards India, 
making frequent incurfions towards the 
capital of Ifpahan. As I had formerly 
been at the court of Perfla, I was engaged 

by 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



TO DERBENT. 431 

by ray friend Doctor Blumentroft, his Ma- 
jefty’s chiefphyfician, to accompany him 
in that expedition. 

Accordingly, about the beginning of 
May I7*a,\ all things ncceflary being in 
readinefs, the troops embarked at Mqfco, 
on board of half gallics, built for that pur* 
pofe, and fell down the river to Kolumns;. 
near which town the Mofco river falls into 
the Oka, about ninety verfts from the city 
of Mofco. Kolumna was the place of. 
rendezvous, and where the troops waited 
till the arrival of his Imperial Majefty and 
the Emprefa, his coofort, who accompanied 
him in this expedition. 

May 13th, their Majefties, and all thofc 
of the court who were appointed to attend 
them in this expedition, let out from Mof- 
' co by land, and arrived the next day at 
Kolumna. 

The 15th, his Majefty employed him- 
felf in reviewing the troops, in infpe&ing 
the condition of the fleet, and in giving 
the neceffary orders. Th? fleet confifted 

of 
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of about three hundred fail of veffels, of all 
forts, on board of which were about fif¬ 
teen thoufand regular troops, including 
half the guards. 

The 16th, in the evening, his Majeftjr 
and the Emprefs, attended by a few ladies, 
went on board a magnificent galley, of for¬ 
ty oars, with all proper accommodation^ 
built on purpofe for the voyage. 

The 17th, at break of day, the fignal 
was given, by firing three great guns from 
his Majefty’s galley, for the fleet to get un¬ 
der fail. The galley led the way, and all 
the reft of the fleet followed in a line. His 
Majefty’s galley carried the ftandard of 
Ruflia, the other veffels their enfigns dif- 
played, with drums beating, and mufie 
playing, which altogether made an appear¬ 
ance, perhaps not to be equalled in any o- 
ther country. In about an hour's time ve 
came into the river Oka, where the veffels 
had more room to fpread. 

Having, in my former journey to Per* 

fr. 
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fia, mentioned the feveral places from hence 
to Afttachan, I need not repeat them here. 

I have formerly noted, that* at this fea- 
fon of tlie year, the rivers of thefe parts 
may* in fome meafure, be compared to the 
Nile ; for, from the melting of the fnow, 
they overflow all the flat grounds adja¬ 
cent to a very great diftance. 

The 21 ft, fome of our people going a- 
fhore, to take leave of their friends, did 
not return on board till late in the eve¬ 
ning, which caufed our being at fome dif¬ 
tance behind the fleet j upon which we 
ufed our beft efforts to regain our ftation : 
But, in the night, our pilot falling afleep, 
the bark drove out of the channel of the 
river into a wood. I, being in the cabin, 
heard a great noife upon deck, not unu- 
fual on fueh ocCaflons : At laft 1 perceived 
the vefiel to ftrike againft fomething, when, 
coming upon deck* I was not a little fur- 
prifed to fee the people climbing up trees ; 
for the bark was jambed in betWeen two 
birch-trees of very large fize. All ouAen- 
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deavours could neither move her back* 
wards nor forwards, until we got people 
from a; neighbouring village, by whole af- 
fiftance we, got her Warped ,off wi(h little 
damage ; which being repaired, w.e pro¬ 
ceeded again on our voyage. . 

The 25th, we came up with the fleet at 
the town Nifhna-Novogorod, where their 
Majefties and all the court were mod lump* 
tuoufly entertained at the houfb of Baron 
Strogonoff, We ;ftaid here home days to 
take in provifiogs and other neceflaries. 

The 30th, being-his Majefty’s birth-day, 
the fame was folemnized, in the ufual 
manner, by firing guns, &c. 

The 3,1ft, hi^ Majefty failed in his galley 
for Cazan, efcorted by fome of the finall 
gallies, leaving } the reft ©f the fleet under 
the command of the Lord High Admiral 
Apraxia. 

June 5th, we left: Nifhna-Novogorod, 
and, in fine calm weather, proceeded down 
the Volga.. 

The 
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* The 8th, we arrived at the city of Ca- 
zan ; the Emperor had left that place the 
preceding day. 

The 9th, we again proceeded on our 
voyage. • , 

The 20th, we arrived at the town of Sa¬ 
ratov. Nothing very material occurred by 
the way, in which we were fometjmes de¬ 
tained by ftrong gales of foutherly winds, 
and by calms, during which we were in- 
co/nmodedby infinite numbers of mufkito- 
flies. ; 

..At this, place we came up with the Em¬ 
peror, who. had appointed -an .interview 
• with the Ayuka-Chan, King of the Kal¬ 
mucks. The Chan, for that purpofe, had 
his tents pitched on the eaft banks of the 
Volga, not far from the river. 

Nertt day, his Majefty invited the Ayu- 
ka*Chan and his Queen to dinner on board 
the galley j which, for the accommoda¬ 
tion of the royal guefts in getting on board, 
was brought as near the fhore as poflible,, 

and 
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and a gallery made from the fhore to the 
galley, for them to walk on. 

The Ayuka-Chan came on horfebaek, 
attended by two of the princes his Tons, 
and efcortefl by a troop of about fifty of 
his officers and great men, all exceedingly 
well mounted. About twenty yards from 
the fhore, the King alighted from his horfc, 
and was received by a privy-counfellorand 
an officer of the guards. When the Em* 
peror faw him advancing', hfe went on 
Ihore, faluted him, and taking him by the 
hand, conduced him on board the galley, 
where he introduced him to the Emprels, 
who was feated on the quarter-deck, under 
a very rich awning. 

Soon after the Ayuka-Chan was got on 
board the galley, the Queen arrived on the 
Ihore, in a covered wheel-machine, at¬ 
tended by one of the princefies, her daugh¬ 
ter, and two ladies, who were alfo efcorted 
' by a troop of horfemen. When ffie was a- 
lighted, the Emperor went on fhore to re¬ 
ceive 
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ceive her, and, conducing her on hoard, in¬ 
troduced her to the Etnprefs. 

The Ayuka-Chan is an old man, about 
feventy years of age, yet is hearty and 
chearful. He is a prince of great wifdom, 
and prudent conduit j is much xefpe&ed 
by all his neighbours for his fincerity and 
plain dealing. And I recollect that, when 
I was at Pekin, the Emperor of China made 
very honourable mention of him. By hie 
long experience, he is very well acquainted 
with the ftate of affairs in the eaft. 

The Queen was about fifty yeaijs old, of 
a decent and chearful deportment. The 
ladies, her ^attendants, were young. The 
princefs, in particular, hath a fine com¬ 
plexion j her hair a jet black, which was 
difpofed in trefles round her ihoulders j and 
Ihe was, in the eyes of the Kalmucks, a 
complete beauty. They were all richly 
drefled in long robes of Perfian brocade, 
with little round caps, on the upper part 
of their heads, bordered with fable-fur, ac¬ 
cording to the falhion of the country. 

The 
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The Emperor intimated to the Ayuki- 
Ghan, that he would be defirous of ten 
thoufand of his troops to accompany him 
into Perfia. The King of the Kalmuch 
j-eplied, that ten thoufand were at the Em¬ 
peror’s fervice, but that he thought one 
half of that number would be more than 
fufficient to anfwer all his purpofes; and 
immediately gave orders for five thoufand 
to march dire&ly, and join the Emperor at 
Terky. 

Both the Emperor and Emprefs were 
highly pleafed with their guefts, and, in 
the. evening, difmified them, with fuitable 
prefents. The Emprefs gave the Queen a 
gold repeating-watch, fet with diamonds, 
which feemed very much to take her fan¬ 
cy, befides fome pieces of brocaule, and o> 
ther filks of value. - 

•, It is [well worth remarking, that this 
treaty between two mighty monarcbs was 
begun, carried on, and concluded, in left 
(pace of time than is ufually employed, by 

the 
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the plenipotentiaries of our weftern Euro-; 
pean monarchs, in taking a dinner. 

The 22d, we’left Saratoff, and failed down- 
the river Volga, with a fair wind." 

The, 23d, in the evening, we came to the 
town of Kamolhinka, where we remained 
till the’next morning. Ti, 

The 28th, we came to the town of Za- 
ritzina j and the 30th, to;; another town 
called Tzorno-yarr. 

July 4th, we' arrived at the city of Af- 
trachan. Little remarkable occurred du¬ 
ring the voyage. We were fometimes de¬ 
tained by contrary winds ; and, .for the 
moft part of the way, were much incom¬ 
moded by muikitoes, which plagued us 
much in the day-tim^ and interrupted ouc 
reft during the night. 

The 5th, the weather, being exceflive 
hot, the Emperor quitted his houfe in the 
c *ty, and went to lodge in one of the adja¬ 
cent vineyards. r 

The 6th, the dragoons, whom we found 
encamped on the weft bank of the Volga, 

to 
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to the number of five thoufand, were or¬ 
dered to march diredHy to Terky, there to 
trait the Emperor’s arrival. 

The 8th, the Lord High Admiral Apra¬ 
xia arrived with the fleet abd troops on 
board. The next day the troops encamp¬ 
ed on one of the iflands in the neighbour* 
« 

hood. 

During Our ftajr at Aftrachan, nothing 
of moment occurred. 

The r6th, all the tieceflary preparations 
being completed, the troops re-imbarkrd, 
and lay on board that night. 

The 17th, the Emperor, Emprefs, and 
all the, court, went on board j and, Ac 
wind being fair, failed down the river} 
drums beating, and mufic playing. The 
fleet was in feveral divifions, under their 
refpe&ive chiefs ; and* being joined by a 
number of large tranfports, and other vef- 
fisls, made a very grand appearance, fucb as 
had never been feen before in this part of 
the world* nor frequently in any other. 

The 
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The 18th, the wind being contrary, we 
made but flow progrefe. In the evening it 
fell calm ; all the fhoals being covered 
with high reeds, contributed to increafe the 
innumerable quantity of mulkitoes with 
which we were intollerably peftered. 

The 19th, we got out of the river Vol¬ 
ga into the Gafpian Sea. The wind being 
contrary, the heavy tranfports were warped - 
out as far a^ poflible, to get out of the reach 
pf thofe troublefome infet 3 ts. At night we 
came to an anchor, in eight feet water, 
gear a flat iflaqd called Tuleny-Eapata. 

The 20th, we continued warping out the 
whole day. At night, we came to an an¬ 
chor, near the four fandy hillocks called 
Tzateerey-Buggory. 

The 21 ft, at hreak of day, the Admiral 
made fignal for failing ; the fleet got under 
fail, and put out to lea, with a fair wind. 

The Emperor, accompanied with the 
half-gallies, on board which were the 
troops, fteered to the weft, clofe under, the 
fhore. But I being on board one of the 

Vol. II. 3 K large 
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large (hips, we kept the Tea, and fleered 4 
direft courfe for Terky. It is to be ob- 
ferved that the Emperor and the gallies 
took their courfe to avoid being liable to 
be furprlfed with a gale of wind at fea, 
which might have been attended with bad 
confequences. 

The a 2d, we came into fait-water, four 
fathoms deep, out of light of land, and alfo 
of the gallies. 

The 23d, we had calms, and eafy bree¬ 
zes at north-weft. 

The 24th, in the evening, we came to 
an anchor in the road of Terky. 

The 25th, the Emperor, and all the gab 
lieS arrived fafe. 

The 26th, the Emperor went alhore; 
and, having vifited the town and fortifica¬ 
tions, returned on board in the evening. 

The town of Terky is a frontier ftrongly 
'fituated by nature, being encampafled by a 
deep marfhy ground, halving only one en¬ 
trance to it, on the land-fide, which is well 
defended by batteries. It takes its name 

from 
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from a final 1 rivulet running by it, called 
Terk. It is governed by a commandant, 
and hath a garrifon of about one thoufand 
men, of regular troops and coflacks, and is 
at all times 'well ftored with ammunition 
and provifions. This place i% of lingular 
ufe for keeping the Tzercaflian mountain¬ 
eers in order, who are well known to be 

an unruly and reftlefs people. I fhall here- 

\ 

after have oecafion to fpeak more of this 
nation. 

The fame day, the Emperor fent an offi¬ 
cer to the Aldiggerey, commonly called 
Shaffkal, to notify his arrival in thefe parts* 
The Shaffkal is a prince of confiderable 
authority among the mountaineers, and a 
friend to the Ruffians. 

The 27th, the fleet weighed anchor, and 
failed, fouth by eaft, to the bay of Agra- 
chan, f© called from a river of that name. 
In the evening, we anchored in the bay, as 
near the fhore as we judged convenient. 

The 28th, the Imperial ftandard was fet 
up on the ihore; all the troops landed and 

encamped. 
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encamped. The fame day, a cd^ack arri¬ 
ved in the camp with defpatebes from Ge¬ 
neral Veteranie, who commanded a body 
of dragoons, giving an account that, in his 
march, he was attacked by a ftrong party 
of mountaineers, near the town called An¬ 
drea ; that, after a fmart difpute, in which j 
feveral of each fide had been killed, and | 
fome wounded, he at laft difperfed them, 
and took pofleflion of the town. Theft 
people having previoufly fent all theitft* 
milies and effe&s to fome diftance in the 
mountains, it feems this ra(h attempt of 
thefe mountaineers was premeditated; 
for the General demanded nothing but a 
free paflage through the country, and en¬ 
gaged to leave them unmolefled. The place 
itfclfis of no defence, though they had 
barricadoed the ftreets and avenues leading 
to it. The poor people felt to their coft 
the efie&s of attacking regular troops, of 
which they had never feen any before. 
However, this was a certain proof of the 
boldnefs of thefo people. Several of them 

were 
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were brought prifoners to the camp ; they 
were ftrong able-bodied men, fit for any 
fe^vice. 

The Emperor, before he left Aftrachan, 
had lent manifeftos to all the petty princes 
and chiefs of Daggeftan, declaring, that 
he did not come to invade or make war a- 
gainft them; that he only defired a free 
paffage through their territories, and would 
pay ready money for what provifions, or 
other neceffaries, they might furnifh, and 
that to the full value ; to which fome of 
them agreed, others of them did not. Such 
is often the cafe with free independent 
ftates, as are thofe of the Daggeftan. 

The 39th and 30th were fpent in land¬ 
ing the provifions, artillery, &c. after 
which the whole army and baggage were 
tranfported, on boats and rafts, to the ealt 
bank of the river Agrachan. This proved 
a work of labour, there being no woods at 
hand to make a bridge, nor water enough, 
at the mouth of the river, to admit our 

• half- 
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balf-gallies, which were defigned for the 
bridge. 

The army being tranfported over, and 
encamped on the other fide of the river, 
the Emperor made a plan, and ordered t 
fmall fortrefs to be raifed ; he named it A- 
grachan, from the river on which it was 
built. This place was intended to keep 
fuch ftores as we could not conveniently 
carry along with us, and as a place of re¬ 
treat, in cafe of unforefeen accidents* 

Auguft 2d, the chief named Aldiggery 

came to pay his refpe&s to the Emperor, 

who gave him a gracious reception, as he did 

to feveral other chiefs, of lef$ note, who 

/ 

came in a friendly manner* The Aldigge- 
rey was accompanied by a fmall troop of 
his principal officers ; moil of them were 
bandfome young fellows, very well mount¬ 
ed. After this chief had (laid feme hours, 
and fettled matters relating to the march, 
he took his leave. 

In the mean time, the foldiers were em¬ 
ployed in railing the works of the fortreis j 

and 
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and tea thoufand coflacks arrived from the 
river Don, all horfemen, under command 
of Krafnotzokin and other chiefs; and alfo 
the five thoufand Kalmucks, fent by the 
Ayuka-Chan, according’ to agreement, as 
formerly mentioned. They were all well 
mounted, and had many fpare horfea, 
which were of great ufe. They all en- 
, camped in the plain towards the moun 1 - 
tains. 

The troops being now all aflembled, we 
only waited for the carriages which the 
Aldiggerey had engaged to furnifh for the 
artillery and baggage. 

During.this interval, our great leader, 
the Emperor, was not idle, but daily on 
horfeback, reviewing the army, which was 
now increafed to more than thirty thoufand 
combatants, including the Coflacks and 
Kalmucks j a number fufficient to have 
conquered all Perfla, had it been intended. 
Befides the army which were then aflem¬ 
bled, the Aldiggerey made a tender to the 
Emperor of a confiderable body of his 

troops, 
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troops, which the Emperor declined the 
acceptance of. 

At length, about three hundred waggons 
arrived at the camp, drawn by two oxen 
each j but their harneffiog not being fuch 
as we were ufcd to, we were not a tittle 
embarrafled in fetting them a-going. 

About the middle of Auguft, the army 
was put in motion, and searched, in feveral 
columns, from Agrachan ; leaving there a 
force fufficient to complete the works, and 
garrifon the place. In the evening, we 
encamped at a brook of brackiih and mud¬ 
dy water* This day our road lay about e- 
qual difiance between the fea and the 
Tzercaffian mountains, commonly called 
Daggeftan. 

Next morning we decamped, Marched 
along the valley towards the mountains, 
and, at night, came to another brook of 
bad water, where was a little wood of 
oaks, and plenty of grafs, among which I 
obferved great quantities of a certain herb, 
.called Roman-woormwood, which the 

hungry 
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hungry horfes devoured very greedily. 
Next day, we found above five hundred of 
our horfes dead in the wood and adjacent 
fields. In our prefent circumftances, this 
was no finall difafter. The. caufe was afcri- 
bed to their eating th| wormwood, which, 
perhaps, might be the cafe. We avoided, 
for the future, as much as poffible, the en¬ 
camping where large quantities of this plant 
grew. 

Yet the dead horfes, having been in 
good cafe, were not entirely loft, as our 
Kalmucks feafted on them for feveral days. 
It is to be obferved, that thefe people pre¬ 
fer horfe-flefh to beef j and, in all their 
expeditions, their baggage is very com¬ 
pendious, carrying no other provifions 
than fuch a number of fpare horfes as they 
think they may want. 1 was often divert¬ 
ed in feeing thefe hardy people, round a 
fire, broiling and eating their horfe-ftakes, 
without either bread or fait. 

The lofs of fo many horfes detained us 
fome hours later than ufual j but, as both 
Vol, II. 3 L the 
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the water and graft were bad, we decamp- 
pd, and, at night, came to a fpacious plain 
oppofite to the town of Tarku, where the 
Aldiggerey refides. Here we found frefli 
water, and good pafturage. 

This place is pleaftntly fituated in a hol¬ 
low between two high hills, rifing, like an 
ampitheatre, to within a fmall diftanc© of 
the top ; having a full view of the Cafpiaa 
Sea. The Prince's houfe is the uppenaefi, 
and overlooks the whole town. It confifts 
of feveral apartments, with a fpacious hall, 
after the Perfian manner, having a terrace 
and fmall garden adjoining. 

Next morning, the Aldiggerey came and 
waited on their Majefties, and invited them 
to dinner, which was accepted of. 

Towards noon, the Princeft, fpoufe to 
the Aldiggerey, came and paid her. refpe£ts 
to the Emprefs, and gave her Majefty a 
formal invitation. This lady came in the 
equipage of the country, that is, in a co¬ 
vered waggon, drawn by a yoke of oxen, 
with a few fpQtmen to attend her, and 

pfcorted 
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efcorted by a fmall party of horfe. The 
lady,, though fomething advanced in years, 
had ftill the remains of an handfome per- 
fon. She had along with her, in the wag¬ 
gon, a young lady, her daughter, who was 
fo pretty that (he would have been deemed 
a beauty in any part of Europe. When 
they entered the Emprefs’s tent, her Ma- 
jefty Hood up to receive them j they then 
took off their veils, and behaved with 
great decency. They were richly drefled 
after the Perfian fafhion. After they had 
drank a dilh of coffee, they took leave, and 
returned to the town. 

Soon after their departure, the Emperor 
and Emprefs went to the town to dine* 
The Emperor went on hotfeback, the Em¬ 
prefs in her coachj attended by fome of the 
court ladies, and efcorted by a battalion of 
the guards. The ftreet was fo narrow, and 
near the palace fo fteep, that the Coach and 
fix horfes could not proceed quite to the 
palace, which, when her Majefty perceived, 
ihc alighted from the coach, and walked 

the 
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the. reft of the way on foot* The Empe¬ 
ror was much pleated with the .romantic 
fituation of the place. In the evening they 
returned to the camp. 

Auguft 2ad, the army marched from 
Shaft leal. The day being exceeding hoc, 
no water to be found on the road, together 
with a continued cloud of duft, to that de¬ 
gree that we could fcarcely know one ano¬ 
ther, made this day’s march very difagree- 
able and fatiguing to all, more cfpecially to 
the heavy armed troops and the cattle. 
NotwithftaBding thefe inconveniencies, the 
Emperor kept oh horfeback the whole day, 
«nd took his fhare of whatever happened. 
At night, we came to fome wells of fireih 
water, where the army encamped j but 
there was hardly water, enough for the 
people to drink, which obliged us to fend 
the horfe# and cattle to a brook at fon*e 
diftance, and a ftrong party of Coflacks to 
guard them, left the enemy fhould attempt 
to carry them off. 

Tha 


Digitized by VjOOQlC 



i 7 a?. TO DERBENT. ^ 

The next day, we halted at the well*. 
The Emperor having received .intelligence^ 
that a certain chieftain of the mountain* 
eers, named Uffmey, was aflembling fome 
troops in order to harrafs us in our march* 
which lay through fome hollow grounds; 
accordingly, towards noon, we perceived a 
number of horfe and foot, on the tops of 
the neighbouring hills, about three Engliih 
miles diftance from the camp; after they 
had reconnoitred our difpofition for fome 
time, about one half of them, compofed of 
borle and foot, came down into the plain, 
with intent to drive off fome of our cattle, 
which brought on a Ikirmifh between oue 
irregular troops and the mountaineers, 
wherein feveral were wounded, and fome 
were killed, on each fide. Our people took 
many of their foot, and of fuch as had been 
demounted, prifoners. During the a&ion, 
our infantry kept dofe in the camp. The 
Emperor rode out to the field ; he ordered 
the dragoons to march, and fupport the ir¬ 
regulars ; On their advancing; the enemy, 

foon 
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So on dtfjperfed themfefvee, and led to the 
bills, where a considerable number had ie- 
aained firm on the heights. The carryiag 
off fame cattle u fuppofed to have been 
their principal aim, at it would not have 
been left than downright fttadoeft in them 
to have expected to gain any advantage by 
attaching Aich an army of veteran treep, 
wall provided and well cabduded. 

la the mean time, our dragoons and ir¬ 
regular* were in purfuit of the enemy, « 
the other fide of the firft ridge of MBs, 
and quite out of fight. The Emperor, be* 
ing apprehenfive of an atnbulh, and oft 
large body of mountaineer* being lodged 
on the other fide of the hills, about three 
o’doick afternoon, ordered- the army to do 
camp, and march towards the mountains, 
which was performed in fix -columns. The 
Emperor had hourly intelligence of the 
proceedings of the dragoons and Irregulars, 
who at length entirely dlfperfed the enemy, 
and had taken pofleffion of the town where 
the Prince Uflraey refided. However, it 

being 
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being then too late to return to our former 
camp, the army encamped that night on a 
plain between the hills, on the banks of a 
final 1 tivulet, where we had but indifferent 
quarters, as there was no more time than to. 
fet np the Emperor’s tent, and a few others. 

The next day, the army decamped, and 
marched back to our former camp at the / 

wells, leaving the dragoons and irregulars. * 

to manage the reft of tfte bufiaeft, who 
made the Daggeftans, particularly the Uff- 
iney and his people, pay dear for their raih 
attempt of endeavouring to interrupt the 
march of an army fo far fuperior to any 
force they could raufter. We ftaid here 
two days, waiting for the return of our 
dragoons and irregulars. 

The 27th, the troops being all re-afiem- 
bled, the Emperor decamped, and marched 
again to the fouth-eaftward, towards Der- 
bent, through a dry parched plain. At 
night, we came to a brook, near the foot 
ofthehills, where we encamped, not ha¬ 
ving feen any enemy that day. 

The 

. i 
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- The 28th, we marched again, and, paf- 
fing a defile, or hollow way, with fame 
difficulty and delay to the carriages, at night 
we came to wells of brackiffi water, where 
we fet up our tents, at no great diftance 
from the hills, the fea being about a mile 
from us to the left hand. 

The 29th, being within a ffiort march 
pf the city of Derbent, the Emperor halt¬ 
ed to give the troops time to put themfelres 
in order for an entry into the town, as it is 
the frontier belonging to the Shach ofPer- 
fia. 

Near our camp there are feveral pits 
flowing with that bituminous liquid called 
naphtha. The naphtha here is of a black¬ 
ish colour, very inflammable ; it is ufed by 
the Perfians to burn in their lamps, and not 
eafily extinguiffied by rain : But, as I have 
formerly fpoken of this kind of petroleum, 

I do not enlarge on that fubje& here. 

The 30th, the army fet forwards, the 
Emperor being on horfeback at the head 
of his troops, which made a fine appear¬ 
ance. 
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ancc. At the diftance of about three En- 
• 

glifh miles from Derbent, the governour of 
that place, attended by his officers of dif- 
tin&ion, and the magtftrates of the town, 
came in a body to wait on the Emperor, 
and to prefent him with the golden keys 
of the town and of the citadel, which they 
did on a cuffiion covered with very rich 
Perfian brocade ; the governour and all his 
attendants kneeling during this ffiort cere¬ 
mony. The Emperor received thefe gen¬ 
tlemen very gracioufly, and gave them fig- 
nal marks of his favour. They accompa¬ 
nied him to the city, where, being arrived, 
the arniy halted fome time ; during which 
guards were placed at the gates, and a gar- 
rifon in the citadel, under the command of 
Colonel Yunger, with a fupply of cannon 
and ammunition, both which were want¬ 
ing in the place. 

The foregoing being completed, the Em¬ 
peror, at the head of his army, marched 
through the city, and encamped among the 
vineyards, about an Engliffi mile to the 
Vol. II. 3 M fouth- 
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fouth-eaftward of the town, and about half 
a mile from the lea- fhore. 

Soon after, which the Emperor, accom¬ 
panied by all the general officers, returned 
' again to the city, and examined the con¬ 
dition of the fortifications. On this occa- 
fion the Perfian goyernour made his Ma- 
jefty an offer of his hopfe, and quarters for 
as many of the troops as the place coqld 
accommodate; but, to avoid putting the 
inhabitants to any inconyeniency, or per¬ 
haps for other reafons, the Emperor de¬ 
clined accepting the offer of lodging in the 
City, and, at night, returned to his camp. 

In this fituation we continued fome 
days, and were making the needful prepa¬ 
rations for advancing farther into the 
Country, as foon as the tranfports with pro- 
vifions, ftores, &c. from Aftrachan, which 
were daily expe&ed, fhould arrive. 

They did arrive in fafety; but a moft 
unfortunate accident happened ; the night 
following, after their arrival, a violent 
ftorm of wind, from the north-eaft, drove 

the 
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the greateft part of them afhore, where they 
were wrecked and dafhed to pieces; but, 
by good providence, not many lives were 
loft. 

This misfortune difconcerted his Ma- 
jefty’s meafures, and put a ftop to the fur¬ 
ther progrefs of his arms for the prefent, 
having nothing before him but a country 
exhaufted of all neceflaries ; and the feafon 
of the year being too far fpent to wait a 
freQi fupply from Aftrachan, the Emperor 
determined to leave things in the fame ftate 
they then were in, and to return again to 
Aftrachan, by the fame way we came, lea¬ 
ving a garrifon at Derbent fuflrcient to fe- 
cure the advantages he had gained. 

Before I leave Derbent, I (hall endeavour 
to give a fliort description of the place. It 
is faid to have been firft built and fortified, 
according to the ftyle of the fortifications 
of that age, by Alexander the Great; tho* 
it is not eafy to afcertain that tradition* or 
the aera of it* firft cenftru&ion ; yet, by 

variety 
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variety of circumftances, h appears to 1>e 
tery ancient. 

The prefent citadel, 'Walls, and gates, 
feem to be of European archite&ure, and 
no mean performance. 

The citadel (lands oh the higheft ground 
of the city towards the land-fide. The 
walls of the city areljuitt of large blocks 
of fquare (lone j they reach into ihe fea, 
beyond which many huge rocks are tum¬ 
bled into the fea, to prevent any approach, 
or paflage, on that fide. The “haven is now 
fo choaked up with fand, that there is 
hardly entry for a fmall boat. J 

Derbent may be called the key to the J 
Perfian empire on this fide, and ferves To J 
keep the, mountaineers, and o(her neigh- J 
hours on that fide in awe. The fituation 
is very pleafant, rifing gradually from the 
•fea to the top of the hill, commanding a 
very extenfive profpeft, efpecially towards 
the fouth-eaft. About thirty miles due 
fouth (lands one of the liighdft * mountains 
in Perfia, called Shach-Dagh, which is al¬ 
ways 
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ways coveted with fnow. To the eaft* 
ward of the town are many large vineyards, 
producing plenty of grapes, of which they 
make a confiderable quantity of-both white 
and red wine, of ftrength fiiffictent to pre- 
ferve it round the year, and lohger if re¬ 
quired. The people of fubftance there keep 
their wine in'jars, buried under ground, 
by which method it will keep good for 
years. ’ . . . . • 

They have alfo fruitful plains in the 
neighbourhood, and, at fome diftanoe, is & 
large foreft of walnut-trees, oaks, Sec. As 
this place is a frontier of gfeatitnportance, 
the Sophy of Portia always ‘appoint^ a peo- 
fon of diftin&ion for its govqrnour. 

His Majefty having placed a fufficient 
garrifon in DCrbfcnt, which he left there 
under the command of Colonel Y.unges, 
upon September the 18th the whole army 
marched back through the town, keeping 
the fame route by which we came. Little 
Of moment occurred on our march, though 
we were almoft daily alarmed • by .final! 

parties 
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parties of tjhe Daggeftans, who frequently 
made their appearance on the tops of the 
hills, but fled always at the approach of our 
cofiacks. As .we had feen. no rain fimy 
our landing on this coaft, our people fuf- 
fered not a little from the great heats, con¬ 
tinual clouds of duft* and. want of water. 

On the 29th of September, after a moft 
fatiguing march, their M^jeflies and all the 
army arrived in fafety at the fort of Agra- 
chan, and found the fleet in the bay where 
weleftthfWi. . . 

O&oberjhe ift, we began to fliip off the 
baggage, and what artillery,. &c. was not 
wanted at the fort of Agracfian ; in which 
place the Emperor left a fufficient garrifon. 

lfhall now endeavour to give the reader 
a fliort view of the country commonly cal¬ 
led Tzercaffia, or Daggeftan, by the inha¬ 
bitants of the Country, from dagb t which 
fignifies a mountain, in their language. The 
country fo called is fituated between the 
Euxine, or Black Sea, and the Cafpian Sea : 
Thefe two feas confine jt from N. W. to 

S, 
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S. E. Southward it reaches to the pro¬ 
vince of Gurgiftan, commonly called Geor¬ 
gia. It ftretches northward into a part of 
the Stepp, or defert, which lies between 
Afoph and Aftrachan. 

The country is divided into feveral free 
independent principalities, as Kaberda, 
Sbaffkal, Uffmey, and many others, under ' 

their refpedtive chieftains, who are at firft 
elected by the people; and though that of-, 
fice is fometimes known to continue in the 
family of the perfon elected for feveral ge¬ 
nerations, yet it hath frequently happened* 
that, either through mal-adminiftration, or 
in confequence of wars among thofe dif¬ 
ferent ftates, a chieftain with his family 
have been depofed or banifhed, and another 
appointed in his place. It hath alfo been 
known, that the Sophy of Perfia hath pla¬ 
ced and difplaced fome of thofe princes a- 
mong the Daggeftans who lie the moft 
contiguous to Perfia. Both the Sophy and 
the Ottoman Porte lay claim to the fove- 
reignty of Daggeftan; but of late years, 

thefe 
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thefe people, trufting to their own valour 
and the natural ftrength of the country, 
pay Httle regard to either of thefe mighty 
monarchs, who fometimes threaten them, 
at other times court their friendihip. 

The whole extent of the country is hil¬ 
ly, with fome mountains of great heighth ; 
yet, I am informed, they have fruitful val- 
lies, producing corn, vines, and fruits, na¬ 
tural to the climate. Befides a breed of 
excellent faddle-horfes, they have great 
ftore of cattle, particularly of fheep, which 
produce the fineft wool I have feen in any 
part. Whether the famous golden fleece 
was the produce of thefe parts or not, I 
fhall leave others to determine. 

The men are, for the moft part, well 
made and flout; many of them are em¬ 
ployed in the fervice of the Sophy, and 
frequently raifed to high ftations. The 
Etmadowlett’ or prime minifter, Aly-Begg, 
was a native of this country. As to their 
women, they are efteemed to be the moft 
beautiful of any in Afia, as well for fea¬ 
tures 
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tures and complexion, as alfo for fine fhape; 
on which account many of thefe poor girls 
are purchafed at high rates, or ftolen a- 
way, for the ufe of the feraglios at Ifpa- 
han, Conftantinople, and other eaftern 
courts. 

The religion of the Daggeftans is gene¬ 
rally Mahometan ; fome following the fed 
of Ofinan, others that of Haly. Some of 
thofe people are Chriftians of the Eaftern 
or Greek chnrch. Their language, for the 
mofl part, is Turkifti, or rather a dialed of 
the Arabic, though many of them fpeak 
alfo the Perfian language. 

One article I cannot omit concerning 
their laws of hofpitality, which is, if their 
greateft enemy comes under their roof for 
protedion, the landlord, of what condition 
foever, is obliged to keep him fafe from all 
manner of harm or violence, during his a- 
bode with him, and even to condud him 
fafely through his territories to a place of 
fecurity. With which I conclude what I 
have to fay of the Daggeftans. 

Vo l. II. 3 N On 
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On the 5th of October, his Majefty and 
the Emprefs went on board their galley, 
the fleet being ready, and all the troops 
embarked. 

Before I quit Agrachan, I am deiirousof 
bringing the reader, in fome meafure, ac¬ 
quainted with the chara&er of the magna¬ 
nimous commander of this expedition, da¬ 
ring which I bad daily frequent opportuni¬ 
ties of feeing that great man Peter the 
Firft ; and, during the whole time, was in 
company, and converfed with thofe people 
who had attended his perfon for very many 
years ; feveral of whom poflefled, is fome 
degree, his favour, and were well regarded 
by him. Therefore, I hope, what I am a- 
bout to offer, concerning this great mo¬ 
narch, will not be unacceptable to the caB* 
did reader, whofe taking in good part what 
I fhall fay, I have fome right to exped; 
for I fhall fay nothing of fad, but what is 
true, nor any thing of opinion, but what 
is fincere. 

Several 
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Several foreign writers have mifrepre- 
fented and traduced the real character of 
Peter the Great, by relating mean (lories, 
picked up at ale-houfes, and circulated a- 
mong the lowed clafs of people, mod of 
them without the lead ground of truth, 
whereby many people of good underftand- 
ing have been milled, and, even to this 
prefent jtime, look on him to have been a 
vicious man, and a cruel tyrant, than which 
nothing can be more the reverfe of his true 
character. 

Though he might have had fome fail¬ 
ings, yet it is well known, to many living 
at the time of my writing this, which is a- 
bove thirty-feven years after his demife, 
that his prudence, juftice, and humanity, 
very much over-balanced his failings; 
which principally, if not folely, arofe from 
his inclination to the fair fex. 

I (hall here take the liberty to infert a 
paflfage or two, which, though trifling, yet 
as fo great a perfonage is the fubjeft, will 
not, I trud, be altogether unacceptable or 

unenter- 
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unentertaining to the reader, aa they are 
' inftances of his affiduity. 

About the middle of O&ober 1714, I 
arrived at Cronftadt in an Englifh (hip. 
The Czar having notice of the (hip’s an> 
val, came on board the next morning, 
from St Peterlburgh ; being attended only 
by Dr Arefkine, who was his chief phyfi- 
cian at that time, and on that occafion fer- 
ved him as interpreter. After his Ma- 
jefty had inquired news about the Swediih 
fleet, &c. he eat a piece of bread and 
cheefe, and drank a glafs of ale ; then 
went on fhore to vifit the works carrying 
on at Cronfladt; and returned, the lame 
evening, in his boat, to St Peterfburgh, di- 
ftance about twenty Englilh miles. 

The firft winter after my arrival at St 
Peterlburgh, I lodged at Mr Noy’s, an 
Englilh (hip-builder in the Czar’s fervice. 
One morning, before day-light, my fervant 
came and told me that the Czar was at the 
door. I got up, and faw him walking up 
and down the yard, the weather being fe- 

verely 
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yerely cold and frofty, without any one to 
attend him. Mr Noy foon came, and took 
him into the parlour, where his Majefty 
gave him Tome particular directions about 
a fhip then on the flocks j which having 
done, he left him. 

His Majefty’s perfon was graceful, tall, 
and well made $ clean, and very plain in 
his apparel. He generally wore an Eng- 
lifti drab-colour cloth-frock, never ap¬ 
pearing in a drefe-fuit of clotahs,. unlefs 
on great feftivals, and remarkable holidays; 
on which occafions he was fometimes dref- 
fed in laced cloaths, of which fort he was 
not owner of■ above three or four fuits. 
When he was drefted, he wore the order 
of St Andrew j at other times, he had no 
badge or marie of any order on his perfon. 
His equipage was fimple, without atten¬ 
dants. In fummer, a four-oared wherry 
was always attending, to carry him over 
the river, if he ihould want to crofs it, 
which he frequently did. When he went 
about the town by land, he always made 

ufe 
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ufe of an open two-wheeled chaife, at¬ 
tended by two foldiers, or grooms, who 
rode before, and a page, who fometimes 
Rood behind the chaife, and often fat in it 
with his Majefty, and drove him. In win¬ 
ter, he made ufe of a fledge, drawn by one 
horfe, with the fame attendants. He found 
thefe to be the moft expeditious ways of 
conveyance, and ufed no other. He was 
abroad every day in the year, unlefs con¬ 
fined at home by illnefs, which rarely hap¬ 
pened ; fo that feldom a day palled but he 
was feen in alrnoR every part of the city. 

I have more than once feen him flop in 
the ftreets, to receive petitions from per- 
fons who thought themfelves wronged by 
fentences palled in courts of judicature. On 
taking the petition, the perfon was told to 
come next day to the fenate ; where the 
affair was immediately examined and de¬ 
termined, if the nature of it would admit 
its being done in fo Ihort a time. It will 
naturally follow, that fuch free accefs to his 
perfon was not only produ&ive of great 

relief 
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relief to many poor widows and orphans, 
but alfo a ftrong check upon judges ; and 
tended very much to prevent any fort of 
influence prevailing on them to pronounce 
unjuft fentences, for which they were fo 
likely to be called to account. 

His Majefty might truly be called a man 
of bufinefs, for he could defpatch more af¬ 
fairs in a morning, then a houfeful of fe- 
nators could do in a month. He rofe al- 
moft every morning, in the winter-time, 
before four o’clock ; was often in his ca¬ 
binet by three o’clock, where two pri¬ 
vate fecretaries, and certain clerks, paid 
conftant attendance. He often went fo 
early to the fenate, as to occafion the fena- 
tors being raifed out of their beds to attend 
him there. When aflembled, after hearing 
caufes between fubje& and fubjeft, or pu¬ 
blic affairs, regarding the interior of the em¬ 
pire, read by the fecretary, and the opinion 
of the fenate recited thereupon, he would 
write upon the procefs, or upon the affair, 
under deliberation, with his own hand, in 
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a very laconic ftyle, “ Let it be according 
to the decree of the fenateand fore¬ 
times would add fome particular altera¬ 
tions, fuch as he thought fit to mention, 
and underwrote Peter. 

His Majefty knew fo little of relaxation 
of mind when awake, that he never al¬ 
lowed his time of teft to be broken in 
upon, unlefs in cafe of fire. When any 
accident of that kind happened, in any 
part of the town, there was a (landing or¬ 
der to awake him on its firft appearance; 
and his Majefty was frequently the firft at 
the fire, where he always remained, giving 
the neceflary orders, till all further danger 
was over. This example of paternal re¬ 
gard of the Czar for his fubje&s, was of 
courfe followed by all the great officers, 
and thofe of the firft quality ; which was 
frequently the means of faying many thou- 
fands of his fubje&s from utter ruin, wbofe 
houfes and goods, without fuch fingular 
afliftance, muft have fhared the fate of 
their ruined neighbours. 

In 
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In a&s of religion he appeared devout, 
but not fuperftitious. I have feen him at 
his public devotions in dhurch many times. 
I have been prefent, when his Majefty, not 
liking the clerk's manner of heading the 
pfalms, hath taken the book from the clerk, 
and hath read them himfelf; which he did 
very diftin&ly, and with proper emphalis. 
His Majefty was allowed, by the bell 
judges of the Sclavonian and Ruffian lan¬ 
guages, to be as great a mailer of them as 
any the moft learned of his fubjeCts, whe¬ 
ther churchmen or laics. He wrote a very 
good hand, very expeditioully, yet the cha¬ 
racters diftintt enough. Of this I myfelf 
am fome judge, having feen many of his 
letters, all written with his own hand, to 
Mr Henry Stiles, and others. As to his ftyle, 
fome of his lecretaries, and other compe¬ 
tent judges of the language, affirmed, that 
they had never known any man who 
wrote more corre&ly, or could comprife 
the fenfe and meaning of what he wrote in 
to few words as his Majefty. 

Vol. II. 3 O The 
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The following I had from a certain Rufs 
gentleman, of very good family, and who 
was a general officer of unexceptionable 
chara&er in the army, who had attended 
his Majefty, from his very youth, in all his 
expeditions. This officer being an old 
friend of mine, I went to pay him a viHt 
one evening, long after the death of Peter 
the Great, when he told me, that fuch 
and fuch old officers, naming them, had 
dined with him that day, and that the prio- 
cipal fubjeft of their converfation turned on 
the a&ions of their old father, (as he term¬ 
ed him, by way of eminence), Peter the 
Great. He told me further, that, tho* has 
Majefty feemed to be fevere, on certainoe- 
cafions, yet no one of them all could pro¬ 
duce or recollect one tingle inftance of bis 
having punifhed an honed man, or that he 
had caufed any perfon to fuffer any ptt- 
niffimenc who had not well deferved it. 

He hath been reprefented as making too 
frequent ufe of fpiritous* liquors to excels, 
which is an unmerited afperfion j for he 

had 
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had an averfion to all Tots, and to thofe too 
much given to drink. It is true, he had 
his times of diversion, when he would be 
merry himfelf, and liked to fee others fo ; 
this may have been neceffary, and proper, 
for the unbending his mind from affairs of 
great weight j but fuch amufements occur¬ 
red generally during holidays, and feftival 
times, and was, with him, at no time, of 
long continuance. It hath been imputed to 
him, and not without fome appearance of 
reafon, that he had political views in en¬ 
couraging drinking at thefe times of merri¬ 
ment; for, on thefe occafions, he mixed 
with the company, and converfmg with 
them on the footing of a companion, had 
better opportunities, at fuch times, of difco- 
vering the real fentiments of thofe about 
him, than when they were quite cool. 

Thofe who, by their offices about the 
perfon of Peter the Great, might be fup- 
pofed to be the beft acquainted with his 
difpofition, always difavowed his drinking 
to excefs, apd infilled on his being a fober 

Prince. 
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Prince. I can aver that, during the campaign 
of the expedition to Derbent in Pferfia, ha 
was not once guilty of the leaft excefs, but 
rather lived abftemioufly. In this point I 
could not be miftaken, as the tent of* Dr 
Blumentroft, his Majefty’s chief phyiician, 
with whom I lodged, was always the near- 
eft tent to that of his Majefty. 

I (hall give one inftance, in proof of 
what I have advanced concerning the tem¬ 
perance of this great man, viz. In our third 
day’s march, on pur return from Derbent, 
we were kept in continual alarm by confi- 
derable bodies of mountaineers, both of 
horfe and foot, whom we faw hovering on 
the tops of the adjacent hills, though they 
dared not to come down to the plaid, to at¬ 
tack any part of our army, yet it was ne- 
ceffary to be watchful of them ; which, 
in fome meafure, impeded our march. The 
evening of that day, we had a hollow way 
to pafs, which took up much time, and o- 
bliged the greateft part of the army to re* 
main there all night; fo that none reached 

the 
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the camp, except the guards, and fom* 
light horfe who attended their Majefties. 
On my arrival there, about midnight, l 
found only his Majefty’s tent fet up, and 
another fmall one for Mr Felton, the Czar's 
principal cook, and matter of his kitchen. 
I went into Felton's tent, 1 and found h»m 
all alone, with a large fauce-paa of warm 
grout before him, made of buck wheat 
with butter, which he told me was the re¬ 
mains of their Majefties (upper, who eat 
of nothing elfe that evening, and who 
were juft gone to bed. 

During the whole march, his Majefty, 
for the moft part, rode an Engliftx pad, a- 
bout fourteen hands high, for which he 
had a particular liking, as it was very trac¬ 
table, and eafy to mount. His pi&ure is 
drawn by Cara vac on this horfe. He did 
not wear boots, as he very often walked 
on foot. In the heat of the,day, when the 
army halted, he ufed to go into the Em- 
prefs's coach, and fleep for half an hour. 
His drefs, during the march, was a white 

night- 
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bight-cap, with a plain flapped hat over it, 
and a fhort dimitty waiftcoat. When at a- 
ny time he received meflengers from the 
chieftains of the mountaineers, he put on 
his regimentals, as an officer of the guards, 
being Lieutenaat-Colonel of the Preobra- 
fhenflcy regiment. 

During the whole courfe of his life, his 
Majefty avoided all forts of ceremony, ex* 
cept on public occafions. His manner of li¬ 
ving in his houfe was more like that of a 
private gentleman than of fo great a monarch. 
I was once at court on a holiday, when the 
Emperor came home from church to din¬ 
ner, with a large attendance of his mini- 
fters, general officers, and other great men. 
His table was laid with about fifteen co¬ 
vers. As foon as dinner was ferved up, he 
and the Emprefs took their places, and his 
Majefty, addreffing himfelf to the compa¬ 
ny, faid, Gentlemen, pleafe to take your 
places as far as the table will hold, the reft 
will go home and dine with their wives. 

On 
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On fuch occafions, the princeffes, his 
children, dined in another room, to whom 
he fent fuch dilhes, from his own table, 
as he thought proper, for their dinner. 

This great monarch took all the pains, 
and ufed all the means poflible, in order to 
be intimately acquainted with every thing 
proper for a man who ruled a mighty em¬ 
pire, to know. He entered into the detail 
of every branch of the arts ufeful to man¬ 
kind ; into that of all the manufactures 
which regarded the conftru&ion of fhips, 
and fitting them for the fea ; into that 
of the making of arms, artillery, dec. If 
he had a ruling pafiion for any one part of 
thefe acquirements, it muft have been for 
{hip-building ; into which he entered him- 
felf very early, in the quality of a common 
workman, with his hatchet, and proceeded 
regularly through all the degrees, to the 
rank of mafter-builder, which he attained 
but a few years before his death. After he 
got that length in the art, he made the 
draughts, formed the mouldings, and di¬ 
rected 
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reded the building, of feveral men of war, 
of the fecond and third rates, himfelf; and 
he duly demanded, and received his (alary 
as a tnafter-builder. The day of launching 
the (hips, which he himfelf built, he cele¬ 
brated as a holiday, and put on laced 
clothes ; but, before he went to work, to 
(trike away the ftanchions, blocks, &c. he 
always put off his fine eoat. 

He was very frugal in what regarded 
his perfonal expeaces, and thofe of his 
household. Notwithftattding his frugality 
•in what related to himfelf, he fpared no 
coft in whatever concerned the public, in 
the ftru&ure of his men of war, in the ar¬ 
tillery, Fortifications, arifenals, canals, &c. 
all which bore marks of very great magni¬ 
ficence. Nor was he fparing in his build¬ 
ings, and the decorations of his gardens 
with ftatues, grottos, fountains, &c. of 
which the buildings of the Cummer-palace, 
and the gardens at St Peter {burgh, at Pe- 
terboff, Strealna, Czaifky Sealo, and many 
others, are fufficient proofs. 1 Khali not de¬ 
tain 
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tain the reader longer on the fubje& of this 
very great man’s character, or way of li¬ 
ving, than to acquaint him, that, as his 
Majefty was very early up in the morning* 
he went abroad generally without break- 
faft ; came home to dinner about eleven of 
the clock j after dinner, went to fleep for 
about an hour ; after which, if bufinefs did 
not intervene, he fometimes diverted him- 
felf at his turning loom ; then went to vi- 
fit thofe he had a regard for, as well fo¬ 
reigners as Ruffians, with whom he would 
be be very fociable, and eafv in conven¬ 
tion. He fometimes fupped with them ; 
which, generally in his latter days, was on 
hare or wild-fowl, roafted very dry, drank 
fmall beer,' and fometimes a few glafles of 
wine j and generally was in bed before ten 
of the clock at night. He neither played 
at cards, dice, or any game of chance. 

The reader will pleafe to take along'with 
him the following obfervation, viz. That 
this monarch was, at no time, even during 
tnafquerades, feaftings, affemblies, and all 
Vol. II. 2 P . other 
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other diverfions or amufements, by day or 
eight, without the attendance of fome or 
other of his minifters, and of thofe who 
poflefled his confidence ; by which means 
bufinefs, and fuch affairs as were of the 
greateft confequence, went on regularlyj 
and fome of them even concerted during 
thofe times of relaxation. 

I now return to the 5th of O&ober 
1722 ; at which time, the Emperor and 
Emprefs being embarked on board their 
galley, and the whole fleet being ready, 
and the wind fair, we weighed anchor, and 
got under fail, from the bay of Agrachan, 
for Afirachan, at which place we arrived 
on the 14th of the fame month, little ma¬ 
terial happening in the paflage, only fome 
rough gales of contrary wind. 

■ Having finilhed what I had to do at A- 
ftrachan, I joined company with Simon 
Gregoritz Narifhkin, one of his Majefty’s 
General-adjutants, and Commodore Co& 
lar, who always commanded the £bip in 
which his Majefty hoifted his flag, when 

he 

\ 


Digitized by 



i 7 22». TO DERBENT. +8j 

be went to fea ; and with*thofe two gen¬ 
tlemen returned to Mofco. 

Accordingly, we fet out from Aftrachaa 
in a fmall lhallop, and came by water to 
the town of Zaritzina. The winter ap¬ 
proaching, we got fuch carriages as the 
place afforded, and continued our journey, 
along the lines, to the river Don; thefe lines 
are drawn from the Volga to the Don, being 
a deep ditch, about thirty feet broad, pallifa- 
doed on the top, with high wooden towers 
at certain diftances, in fight of each other, 
•well guarded. They effe&ually anfwer the 
end propofed by his Majefty, in ere&ing 
them, and making the ditch, which was 
for the preventing of incurfions from the 
Cuban Tartars. 

The 25th of November we arrived in 
Mofco j at which place his Majefty and 
the Emprefs arrived about the middle of 
December 1722. 


The 
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The following are the poft-ftages and 
diftances between Mofco and Aftrachan. 

VerfU. 

from Mofco 

Tb the village of Oftroffsach 25 

Ulianinin Sealo 38 

' Town of Kolumna 3a 

of Zaraylky 39 

Prudach Sealo - 37 

Pod Offinka 35 

Bogoyavleniko 35 

Gorlovy a 5 

Town of Skopina 30 

Town of Realky .40 

Village of Blagoy 37 

Oloviach 35 

Town of Kozloff 3a 

Retzky Yaroflafky 25 
Lyffiach-Gorach Sealo 2a 
’i’own of Tamboff 2a 

Carried over 509 
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Vcrfts. 

Brought over 

509 

From Kufminoy Gatty Seal© 

21 

To Retzky-Tziny 

27 

Panoffskich Kuftack 

24 

Retzky-Savally 

20 

Retzky-Shinkofiy 

20 

Retzky-Tagaiky 

26 

Retzky-TavoHhanky 

20 

Chaperfkoy Krepoft 

22 - 

Michailofsky Gorodky 

27 

Yuripinfky Stanu 

l 7 

' Tepinfky-Yurtu 

20 

Pravotorikoy-Yurtu 

20 

Kalinoffsky Kuftiky 

24 

Zatoffsky-Yurtu 

21 

Kulmifhkom-Yurtu 

24 

Uft-Chaperikov Koluditz 21 

Rofsleeve 

12 

Uft-Medvedefky 

* 3 - 

Kletzkoy-Tzaganock 

18 

K-lementfky Stantzy 

2 3 

Novo Gregorioflsky 

2Q 

Siropenfky Stantzy 

2 3 

Carried over 

972 
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Verft*. 

Brought over 

97a 

From Retzky-Sokary 

3 « 

To Gratfefsky Stantzy 

12 

Town of Zaritina 

28 

Reka-AGuba 

26 

Tzareofa-Puda 

3 1 

Urotzifha-T zareva 

30 

Tayunley 

26 

Kulava 

30 

Afhlagatay 

3 ° 

Sakuley 

30 

Okoreba 

25 

Befstzara 

26 

Kravala 

3 ° 

Achfarava 

27 

Reka-BoUhoy Bereketa 20 

Aftrachan 

39 

The diftance from Mofco to Aftra 

_ 

chan, the poft-road, by land 

1412 
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' A C C O U N f 

OF MT 

JOURNEY 

/ 

T O 

CONSTANTINOPLE* 

A WAR having broken out in 1734 
between Ruflia and Turkey, which 
had been carried on with great fuccefs on 
the part of Ruflia, by their taking from 
the Turks the ftrongly fortified cities of 
Afoph, Otzakoff, together with the Pere- 
cop, and other places of the frontiers of 
great importance* the Emperor of Germa- 

/ 

hy, through various connections, came, 
fome time after its commencement, to be 
engaged in it. , 

Vol. II. 3 Q_ In 
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In the autumn of <737, a congrefs was 
appointed to be held at Nemiroff, a town 
on the frontiers of Poland, in order to ac¬ 
commodate and determine all differences 
between the' belligerent powers, by the 
mediation of the minifters of Great Britain, 
France, and the States of Holland, then re¬ 
ading at the Ottoman Porte, who were Sir 
Everard Fawkner, the Marqujp de Ville- 
Neuve, and Mr Kalkune. But, before 
thefe minifters could reach Nemiroff, the 
plenipotentiaries of the powers at war dif¬ 
fered fo widely in their refpedivc demands, 
that the congrefs broke up without effed. 

The court of Ruflia determining to fend 
a perfon to Conftantinople, with new pro- 
pofals of accommodation ; and, as no fub- 
je&s of Ruftia or Germany are admitted 
into the dominions of the Grand Seignor, 
while he is at war with thofe powers, 1 was 
prevailed upon to undertake the journey, 
at the earned defires of Count Ofterman, 
the chancellor of Ruftia, and of Mr Ron¬ 
deau* 
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deau, at that time his Britannic Maje- 
fty’s minifter at the court of St Peterf* 
burgh. 

On the 6th of December 1737 ,1 fet out 
from St Peterfburgh, with only one fervant, 
who underftood the Turkifh language. 
Having, in a former journey, taken notice 
of the places on the road between St Pe¬ 
terfburgh and Mofco, I wave the repeating 
diem. i 

The 9th, I arrived at the city of Mofco, 
which had greatly fuffered the preceding 
liimmer by a dreadful conflagration. As I 
purpofe, at the end of my journey, to give 
an account of the ftages and diftances, I 
fhall here only mention the time, and chief 
places through which I pafs. 

The 1 ith, I left Mofco, early in the 
morning, and proceeded to the fouth-weft 
towards Kioff. 

The 1 ath, in the night, I came to Ka- 
lugua, a large and populous town, fltuated 
on the banks of the river Ocka, inhabited 
by feveral fubftautial merchants, very con- 
, fiderable 
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fiderable dealers in hemp, pot-afli, wax, 
&c. 

The 15th, I got to Siefky, another town, 
which is reckoned to be at about equal dif- 
tance from Mofco, and from Kioff, and is 
the lad town in Great Rufiia, bordering on 
the Ruffian Ukrain. At night I reached 
Glukova, the firft town in the Ukrain, a 
large and populous place, where, having 
changed horfes, I proceeded thence the 
fame night to another town called Korol- 
pvitz. 

The 16th, I pafled through Batturin, a 
large rambling town, formerly the refidence 
of the Hetman Mazeppa ; it ftands on ri¬ 
ling hills upon the river Serum. The coun¬ 
try adjacent is very pleafant, and exceeding 
fruitful, being moftly plain, interlperfed 
with woods of oak and other timber. The 
place is almoft encompaffed with cherry 
and other fruit trees. What i$ remark¬ 
able, and demonftrative of the great ferti¬ 
lity of the foil, is, that they have about 
fixty water-mills for grinding corn, all 

built 
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built within the di ft a nee of two Englift) 
'miles. 

At night, I got to Nefhin, another con- 
fiderable town. At this place, for want of 
fnow on the ground, I was obliged to leave 
my convenient fledge, and ride all the reft 
of the way on horteback. This detained 
me much longer on the road than I fhould 
have been, if I could have proceeded in 
my fledge. 

The 18th, I patted the Boryflhenes, in a 
boat, and, in the evening, arrived at Kioff, 
fituated on the weft bank of the Boryflhenes, 
now called Dnieper. This famous river takes 
its rife on the borders of Poland* near the 
city of Smolenfko, and, after a long courfe 
pointing to the fouth, difeharges itfelf into 
the Black Sea, near Otzakoff. 

The city of Kioff ftands on a high hill, 
and overlooks the river, and a fpacious / 
plain to the eaftward, as far as your eye 
can reach. To the weftward, the country 
is hilly ; and many of the hills are covered 
with woods. There are feveral vineyards 

about 
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about the town, which produce good grapes 
for the table. 

This place is adorned with many mag¬ 
nificent churches, and is famous for being 
the repofitory of faints, and holy men of 
the Greek church, whofe fhrines are vifited 
by devout perfons from diftant places. Be¬ 
tides, they have an univerfity at Kioff, of 
confiderable repute in thefe parts. 

I cannot but obferve here, that this part 
of the country, commonly called the U- 
krain, (though it is fometimes called Little 
Ruffia,) doth, for fertility of foil and rich 
pafturage, exceed moil parts of Europe, 
producing vaft quantities of various forts 
of grain, the crops of which are always 
very great, as well as of hemp and flax, of 
the mod excellent quality, and that with 
tittle labour; for they plow the ground 
with one horfe only, and with but one man, 
who holds the plow, and drives the bor/e 
at the fame time. 

The. Ukrain produces good horfes for 
the laddie, and large fized black cattle, in 
very great numbers, more than fufficicnt 

for 
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for their own tife, and for fupplying their 
neighbours, with as good beef as the world 
affords. The woods are well ftored with 
game of divers forts, as are the rivers and 
ponds with fifli. Afparagus, which in o- 
ther parts requires cultivation, grows natu¬ 
rally in fuch plenty in the Ukrain, as to 
be termed a weed. The people are very 
civil and hofpitable among themfelves, and 
alfo to all ftrangers, living very clean and 
neat pi their houfes. I now refume my 
journey. 

At Kioff I met with my worthy friends 
General Romanzoffj and the privy coun- 
fellor Mr Neptuof, who gave me all the 
affi (lance and defpatch I could defire. They 
ordered a lieutenant and a troop of cof¬ 
lacks to efcort me through Poland, to the 
confines of Moldavia. 

On the 20th, I fct out from Kioff, and 
at night came to the frontier town, called 
Vaflilkoff, which Hands on the declivity of 
a hill, and is the laft town belonging to 
i‘ Ruflia in that part. The place is but 

fmall, 

■* 
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itnall, though well fortified, and provided 
with a ftrong garrifon, fkc. 

The 21 ft, early in the morning, I left 
Vaffilkoff, accompanied by Ay trufty cof- 
facks j and, after riding about an hour, I 
came to the borders of Poland, where is 
an out-poft, and a ftrong guard of Ruffian 
fokfiers. This place is called the Zaftave, 
very neceflary in time of war. The terri¬ 
tory of Poland is divided here from that of 
Ruffia by a deep ditch drawn acrofs the 
middle of a fpacious plain. 

From the Zaftave I continued my jour¬ 
ney, m a ftrong froft, which made the road 
very rough, and, keeping to the fouthward 
along the fame plain, I faw neither houfe 
nor tree till I came to Belozerkoff, the firft 
town appertaining to Poland in this part. 
The gates being ihut before my arrival, 
it was fome time before I could be admitted. 
However, at length the gates were opened j 
I took up my quarters at a public-houfe 
belonging to a Jew. The fame evening I 
waited on Mr Bechetfky, the governor* 
and defired he would give me a paflport. 

He 
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He treated me with great civility, and or¬ 
dered the paflport to be ready againft the 
next morning. 

. The 2 2d* by the excefs of the gover- 
nour’s hofpitality, I was detained till the 
evening, waiting for his Excellency’s paff- 
port, which was abfolutely neceflary, and 
proved of great ufe to me on the road. 

The town of Belozerkoff, fo called from 
a white church there, is a pretty large place, 
and is fortified. It (lands in a pleafant 
plain. The inhabitants are, for the moft 
part, Poles, njixed with not a few Jews, 
who keep public-houfes, and are gene¬ 
rally farmers of the revenues all over 
Poland. There >is fcarce a village without 
fome Jews, who keep inns for lodging and 
entertaining paflengers. • 

In the evening, I took my leave of the 
kind governour, who, after treating me 
with great politenefs, gave me a guide to 
t-he next village, called Shamaryafka, about 
two Polilh miles diftant from Belozerkoff*, 
where f lodged that night. 

The 23d, early in the morning, I left 
V ol. II. 3 R this 
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this village, in a ftrong froft, without any 
fnow, and, after palling a few draggling 
villages at night, 1 came to Goloquaft, 
where I took up my lodgings at a Jew’s 
houfe. It is to be obferved, that the coun¬ 
try is moftly plain, with fome rifiog 
grounds, interfperfed with woods of oak, 
r lh, and elm, and other iorts of timber, but 
chiefly of oak ; is very pleafant and fruit¬ 
ful, but thinly inhabited ; which mud pro¬ 
ceed from their being expofed to the incur- 
fions of the Tartars and Haydamacks, who 
at times make cruel inroads into thefe 
parts. 

The Haydamacks were, the foregoing 
winter, at this place, with a body of five or 
fix hundred horfe, where they committed 
many diforders ; after which, and after ha¬ 
ving tortured all the Jews they could light 
upon, to oblige them to dilcover their mo¬ 
ney, they marched off with their booty, 
before the Polifh troops could be aflembled 
to oppofe them. 

I was well informed* by people who 
knew fomething of thefe lawlefc banditti, 

who 
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who are called Haydamacks by the Poles, 
and Zapourofky coflacks by the Ruffians* 
that they are a parcel of vagabonds, com- 
pofed of idle fellows of different nations, 
who, having fled from juttice, find ^ fafe 
retreat among this crew. They are, for 
feveral reafons, protected by the Turks, 
who lay claim to the iflands, and places 
adjacent, on the river Dnieper, where they 
inhabit, and have fortified themfelves fo 
ftrongly as not eafily to be attacked j nor 
can they be attacked without danger of 
breaking peace with the Turk. 

They profefs the Chriftian religion ; but 
have no wives nor any women, among 
them, having erected themfelves into a wild 
kind of military order, if it may be fo cal¬ 
led. Every perfon, who is defirous of en¬ 
tering into this community, is obliged to 
ferve a certain number of years, before he 
is admitted into the brotherhood. The 
grand matter is called Cafha-var, which 
fignifies chief cook, who is cholen from a- 
mong the fraternity for his conduct and ' 

courage. 
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courage. I think I need not enlarge on the 
fubjeft of fuch a worthlefs fociety. ' 

The 24th, 1 left Goloquaft, and came 
towards noon to a fmall town called Pog-r 
rebiiha, where 1 halted. The people, at 
firft fight, taking my cofiacks for Hayda- 
macks, (hut the gates, and alarmed the 
place. My paflport foon convinced them 
of their error. After a fliort ftay, I pro¬ 
ceeded again on my journey. At night I 
reached a fmall village, named Otzeredno, 
where I lodged. 

The 25th, leaving Otzeredno, I got to 
Vitofftzy, another village, where I lay that 
night. 

The 26th, I arrived at Nemiroff, where 
the late congrefs was held, as I have men¬ 
tioned above. This town is pretty large 
and populous, well fortified and garrifoned. 
The governour is General Ruflotfky, who 
hath Colonel Wangenheim, and feveral o- 
ther German officers under him. 

The country about Nemiroff is very 
pleafant and fruitful, having many orch¬ 
ards 
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ards in the neighbourhood, which produce 
the larged apples and pears that I have 
feen any where. They have alfo plenty of 
grapes, very good for the table. 

The 27th, about noon, I fet out again on 
my journey. I got that night to the vil¬ 
lage Petzory, where I remained that night. 

The 28th, I halted at Spikoff, travelled 
thence to JL.efkovitz, a large village, where 
I pafled the night. 

The 29th, I halted at Tamaz-poly, and 
lodged at Kleimbofka. 

. The 30th, I arrived at Tzikanof ka, the 
lad place belonging to Poland on that fron¬ 
tier. It is a large draggling village, fituate 
on the ead bank of the river Ider, now cal¬ 
led Dnieder, and is the boundary between 
Poland and Moldavia. On the oppofite 
fhore dands the town of Soroka, the fird 
in the principality of Moldavia, now an¬ 
nexed to the TurkiOi dominions. The 
lame evening, I fent my man to Soroka, to 
acquaint the commandant or Perkulab, as 
they are called, of my arrival. 

Next 
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Next morning, the tft of January 1738, 
the commandant of Soroka, whofe name is 
Petroky* a Greek, came over upon the ice 
to vifit me, and told me that he was very 
forry he could not let me pals without 
3 fpecial order from the Prince of Molds* 
yia, who refides at Yafly, to whom he 
would immediately defpatch an expreftfot 
that purpofe ; and hoped I would wait pa¬ 
tiently for an anfwer. In the evening Mr 
Petroky paid me another vifit; he Ihowed 
me much civility, and brought me a pre* 
fent of wine, fruits, &c. which was very 
acceptable in a place where little was to be 
got for money. 

January 2d, Mr Petroky acquainted me, 
that his'exprefs was returned, with orders 
from the prince to furnilh me with horfo, 
and a proper convoy, to Yafly. 

Having no more occalion for the cof- 

facks, I fent them back again to Kioff; hut 

Mr Noroff, the lieutenant, was permitted 

to accompany me to Yafly. This gentle* 

man is an officer of a marching regiment’ 

The 


Digitized by v^.ooQle 



1758. dONSTANttkOPLE. $6$ 

The coflacks had their own officer be- 
fide$. 

Soroka is but a fmall town, pleafantly 
fituated on the weft bank of the river, a- 
bout thirty leagues fouth-eaft from Chotyn, 
and the fame diftance north-weft from 
Bender. Th6 place is inhabited chiefly by 
Moldavians, mixed with a few Greeks, 
Jews, and Turks. It is defended by an old 
tower, in which are fome cannon of little 
ufe. The channel of the Dniefter runs 
deep there, between two high green banks. 
The country adjacent is fruitful in grain, 
and abounds in very rich pafturage. 

The 2d, early in the morning, I left 
Tzikanofka, and paffed the river on the 
ice to Soroka, where, the horfes being rea¬ 
dy, I took leave of the commandant, Mr 
Petroky, and proceeded on my journey. 
Towards noon I halted at a large village 
called Kaynar. The preceding fummer 
many of the inhabitants of this place were 
carried off by the plague ; but it was now, 
by the rigour of the feafon, much abated. 

As 
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As foon as the horfes were changed we left 
Kaynar, and, after travelling over a very 
fine country, came at night to another 
large village, called Meygura, where we 
lay. 

The 3d, I left Meygur*. After palling 
the river Pruth, I arrived, in the evening, 
at Yafly, where 1 found good and warm 
quarters. 

Next morning, being the 4th, I was con* 
du&ed to the palace, and waited on the 
prince, who is alfo ftyled Hofpodar of Mol¬ 
davia* He takes the title of Serene High- 
nefs, though he is only promoted to that 
dignity by the Sultan, or rather by the 
Grand Vifier, and holds' it only during 
pleafure, being trufted with no other pow¬ 
er than the adminiftration of civil affairs. 
His name is Gregory Ducas, of a reputable 
Grecian family ; he enjoys a general good 
cftara&er. This gentleman treated me with 
great civility and politenefs, .regretted that 
it was not in his power to allow of my go¬ 
ing diredllv to Conftantinople, and that 1 

mull 
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muft go to Bender firft, where I fhould find 
the Serafkier, who had the chief command 
in thefe parts. I was not willing to go fo 
far out of my road ; but, as there was no 
remedy, I complied. The prince ordered 
a Bofniac captain, and two Moldavian fol- 
diers of his guards, to efcort me to Bender, 
which was all he could do for me in the 
prefent juncture of affairs. 

From Soroka to Yafly the country is fome- 
what hilly, the foil rich, the pafturage ex¬ 
cellent. About the river Pruth are fine 
woods of various forts of timber natural to 
the climate. About Yafly, and in other 
parts, there are large vineyards, producing 
grapes in great abundance, whereof are 
made confiderable quantities of wine, of 
inferior quality, the greateft part of which 
is confumed in Poland, and other parts ad¬ 
jacent, for which the Moldavians receive 
confiderable fums in ready money. 

The city of Yafly ftands in a fpacious 
plain, on the rivulet called Bachluy, about 
thirty-five leagues towards the north-weft 
Vol. II. 3 S from 
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from Bender; it may contain between 
two and three thoufand houfes, moftly built 
of wood. The inhabitants are Cbriftiaos 
©f the Greek church. The prince’s palace 
is an ancient pile of Gothic building, of 
done and brick ; it hath the appearance of 
a venerable old cattle, for which, I fuppofc, 
h was intended, as this unhappy country 
hath been at all times expofed to the rava¬ 
ges of barbarous nations. 

The 5th, having taken leave of my com¬ 
panion, Mr Noroff, who returned back to 
Kioff, I fet out from Yafly, accompanied 
fey my Bofniac captain, the two Moldavi¬ 
ans, and my own fervant. We came, at 
night, to a village called Voltzinitz, about 
ten leagues fouth-eaft from Yafly, ftanding 
in a fruitful valley, where we took up our 
quarters. 

The 6th, we left this village in the mor¬ 
ning, and came at night to Kiflutnoff, ano¬ 
ther village, where we lodged. 

The 7th, we left K.ifhano£F. On the 
?oad we met with many troops of Tartars, 

going 
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going to the eaftward, on an expedition, 
notwithftanding the weather was fcverely 
cold, with ftrong frofts. Thefe hardy 
people accompanied me all the reft of the 
way to Bender, where we arrived in the 
evening. 

The country from YalTy to Riftianoff is 
very fine ; but, towards Bender, it grows 
more dry and barren, and doth not appear 
of fo good foil, nor to have fo good paf- 
turage, as the countries which I pafled 
through. 

The Moldavians are all Chriftians, and 
the Sultan indulges them with a go- 
vernour or prince of their own religion. 
This privilege they have enjoyed for many 
years, which may be efteemed no fmall fa¬ 
vour under fuch an iron government as is 
that of the Turks. Yet it may be obferved, 
that their yoke is much eafier, and their 
manners much more humanized, than at 
their firft entrance and fettlement in Eu¬ 
rope, though, I am perfuaded, that two- 
thirds of Moldavia lies wafte at this time. 

It 
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It feems to have been an eftablkhed fyftera 
in Turkifh politics to depopulate all the 
countries bordering on Chriftendora, refer- 
viog no more than may be fufficient to fur- 
ni(h their garrifoas and troops with provi- 
fions. 

As the plague had raged all the preceding 
year in the town of Bender, and had ai¬ 
med depopulated the place, about a mik 
fliort of the town, we turned off the road, 
to the right.hand, towards the Turkiih 
camp, where the Seralkier, or general in 
chief, lay in the field, with all his army a- 
bout him. The general’s quarters were 
ftrongly fortified^ with* a deep ditch palli- 
fedoed and mounted with cannon ; but the 
troops were lodged in cells under ground, 
laid over with (licks and eartl?, having a 
hole at the top to let out the fmoke, fenced 
with a dry hedge about it. In this mile- 
rable condition thefe poor people palled the 
winter. I and my Bofniac captain were 
conduced to one of thefe holes, which at 
night was crowded with Turkifh officers 

«f 
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of diftindion. .Such miferies, and many 
more, are the frequent attendants on def¬ 
initive war. The Serafkier’s name is 
Geftgy Aly Bafha, or Young Aly Balha, 
though he is now about feventy years of 
age, and hath the charater of a brave and 
ative general. 

The 8th, the Seralkier lent his fecretary 
to me, who alked me feveral queftiona re¬ 
lating to my journey, and hoped that ne- 
ceffity would be admitted as an excufe for 
the badnefs of my quarters. In the even¬ 
ing, the fecretary came again, when he told 
me, that, in two or three days, their feaft 
of Bayram would be over, and then I 
Ihould proceed on my journey to Conftan- 
tinople, with a proper convoy. In the 
mean time, he ordered an officer to furnilh 
me with fuch neceflaries as the place afford¬ 
ed. In this no agreeable lituation I was o- 
bliged to wait till the feaft was over, being 
five long nights, all the while confined 
within the precinds of my hut. One alle¬ 
viation was, the company of my Bofniac 

captain, 
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captain, who tarried with me the whole 
time. 

The 12th, in the morning, the fecretary 
came and acquainted me, that the Serasfkier 
had ordered- a chiradar, or officer, belong* 
ing to the Grand VHier, and two Tartan, 
to efcort me to Conftantinople; at the firate 
time, he told me that I might depart when 
I pleafed. This welcome news was very 
agreeable ; for I had been little better than 
a prifoner from the time of my arrival at 
the camp ; though, I ttmft own, they went 
very civil, and made me as eafy, as the dev 
commodations, and * the circumftances of 
affairs, would admit of. 

I could only fee Bender at a dtftanee. 
But it is well known to be a place of im¬ 
portance, being ftrongly and regularly for¬ 
tified, with out-works in proportion, ft 
ftands in a plain, near the river Dniefter, 1 
and is frequently mentioned in the amnia 
of late times, for being the place of refuge 
of that intrepid, inconfiderate monarch, 
Charles XII. of Sweden; -after the Ruffians 

had 
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had beat him. oat of the field at Poltova, in 
the year 1709. 

- Notwithftandiug the contagious diftem- 
per was not entirely ceafed at Render, we 
had our daily provifions from that place. 

- As foon as the horfes were ready, I 
mounted, and left this plaguy camp, which 
is fo in a literal, as well as in an allegorical 
fenfe. Although our horfes were in ex¬ 
ceeding bad cafe, from the fatigues of the 
laft campaign, and from the want of due 
accommodations, of (belter, &c. during the 
fevere weather that followed, yet we made 
a fhift to come, in the evening, to a large 
rambling town, called Kaulhan, inhabited 
by Budjack Tartars. It (lands fouth-weft 
from Bender. Here I had good quarters ; 
the people were friendly and hofpitable. 
At fupper I fat by an old Tartar, who feem- 
ed to be a perfon of diftin&ion among 
them. This old gentleman afked me ma¬ 
ny queftions about Europe, through an in¬ 
terpreter, particularly about the illuftrious 
family of Lorrain, which furprifed me not 
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a little. The firft di£h that came before ns 
was pilaw made of barley; then he told 
me, in French, that it was not dreffed after 
, the French fafhion. This brought on a 
converfation between us in that language, 
which he fpoke well, in Which he inform¬ 
ed me, that, in his youth, being with the 
Turkilh army in Hungary, he was taken 
prifoner by the Duke of Lorrain, who then 
commanded the Imperial army. His high* 
nefs took him into his fervice, in which he 
lived many years ; and, after treating him 
with great humanity, at laft gave him his 
freedom, with liberty to return into his 
own country ; which extraordinary favour 
he acknowledged with great refpe& and 
gratitude. 

The 13th, having got frelh horfes, I left 
Kaulhan, and travelled to the weftward, to¬ 
wards the Danube, leaving the riling 
grounds, and came along the plain called 
the Stepp of Budjack, which is flat, dry, 
barren, and uncultivated ; yet there is 
fome good pafture, efpecially for fheep, of 

which 


Digitized by VjOOQlC 



iygfc CONSTANTINOPLE. 513 

which the Turkifh army have left few re¬ 
maining. At night, we came to Kongly, 
where are about a dozen draggling cotta¬ 
ges, inhabited by Tartars. We made our 
quarters that night in the corner of a large 
ihed, along with our horfes. 

The 14th, as there was nothing temp¬ 
ting to detain us at Kongly, we fet for¬ 
wards very early in the morning, and pro¬ 
ceeded along the fame barren plain, with* 
out feeing a houfe or tree all that day. In 
the evening, we came to a Tartar village, 
called Tartar-Kew, where we were tolera- 
ably well lodged and entertained. 

The ijth, we left Tartar-Kew, and 
came in the evening to the town of Ifmayl, 
ftanding on the north bank of the famous 
river Danube, called Dunay in thefe parts. 
The place is very pleafant, within fight of 
the Black Sea. The inhabitants are chiefly 
Turks. Here I was well lodged, and had 
good bread acid winei The river here is 
very broad, and divided into feveral bran¬ 
ches, by iflands, confiderably large ; tho’, 
Vol. II. 3 T when 
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when the river falls into the Black Sea, all 
the branches are united, and form but one 
mouth, at its entrance into that fea. The 
north bank confifts of riling grounds; the 
fouth is fenced with high hills. 1 think 
the Danube, at this place, may be compa¬ 
red with the Volga at Aftrachan, both for 
breadth and quantity of water. By what I 
could obferve, all the great rivers, from the 
Volga to this place, have, for the! mod part, 
high lands for their weftern banks, and 
low flat lands to the eaftward. 

The 16 th, we pafled the north branch of 
the Danube in a boat, to the next iflandj 
but the other branches being faft frozen 0- 
ver, we mounted, and rode and walked bp 
turns, the reft of the way, upon the ice; 
which was, in many places, very rough 
and uneven, with great ridges, confiding of 
pieces of ice driven together; and heaped 
npon one another,* by ftrong eafterlj 
winds, and the rapidity of the current. 
Some of the ridges of ice were at lead f fm 
ven or eight feet high, which obliged as to 

walk 
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walk on foot mod part of the way. How- 
over, in the evening, we arrived fafely at 
a town called Tultzin, Handing on the 
ibuth bank of the river, four leagues from 
lfmayl, where we had quarters, and other 
means of refreshment. . 

Tultzin is the firft town in the ancient 
kingdom of Thrace, now reduced to a Tur- 
kiflh province, known by the name of Bul¬ 
garia. The Bulgarians, who are Chrifli- 
ans of the Greek church, live, for the mod 
part, in villages; the towns, in general, 
being inhabited by the Turks. This place 
hath an old abandoned caHle, feemingly of 
European conHru&ion ; and, as it Hands a- 
mong hills, on the banks of the river, the 
fituation is very pleafant. 

The 17th, we left Tultzin in the mor¬ 
ning ; towards noon we arrived at a large 
town, called Babbadach, Handing in a de¬ 
lightful valley, environed by hills. At 
fome diHance, from the top of the hills to 
the eaHward, is a moH extenfive pro- 

fpedl; 
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fpe£fc ; particularly a full view of the Had; 
Sea. 

It is fuppofed that the Poet Ovid was 
banifhed and confined to this place ; which 
muft have been no. agreeable fituation, to a 
man who had' patted his young days ia the 
court of Auguftus, and had entered into all 
the pleafures and amufements of that court, 
during the time of its politeft and gayrft 
period, in the gallantries of which he was 
iuppofed to i€t no inconfiderable part. This 
amorous Poet’s book, De Triftibus, exhi¬ 
bits a melancholy pi&ure of the Wanner of 
pafling his latter days at this place, fo dif¬ 
ferent in climate from the happy tempera¬ 
ment of that of Italy. 

After changing horfes at this.place, we 
fet forwards. At night we came to a vil¬ 
lage called Kaybaly, at a fma.ll diftance 
from which we were fo bewildered, in a 
drift of fnow, that we loft the road; and, 
had it not been that the barking of a dog 
directed us, we muft have lain in the field* 
all night. 

The 
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The 18th, leaving Kaybaly in deep fnow, 
we proceeded, and came t6 Danna-Kew, 
another village; where we pafled the night. 
The 119th, we travelled through a very 
fine country, whereon we found very little 
fnow, and catfie at night to Kabady, where 

we lodged. ' . . 

The *oth, we proceeded, and came to a 
town called Bazar-tzick, and fptnt the 
night there. The town is inhabited by 
Turks, Greeks, and Bulgarians. 

The a 1 ft, we came to Provady, a pretty 
large town, inhabited as the former* - We 
ftaid there all night. - 

The «2d, we left Provady ; came that 
evening to Tzengy, where we lodged. 

The 23d, we continued our’route ; halt¬ 
ed at a caravanfera, four leagues 1 frbm 
Tzengy, and after that at a town called 
Aydofs j where, having changed horfes, 
we proceeded on our journey, and flept 
that night at Benglyr. 

The 24th, we came to Kanara, and fay 
there. I cannot but take notice of this fine 

country, 
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country, adorned with many beautiful 
woods and coppices, a very rich foil, and 
excellent pafture ; but a great deal of it 
lies wade; and it is but thinly peopled. 

The 25th, we came to the town Qf Kirk- 
gliis ; from thence to that of Purglaft, 
whore we remained that night. 

The 46th, we went on. We lodged that 
night at Tzorley, 

The 27th, we reached the town of Silv 
vry, which ftands on the White Sea, or 
the fea between the Pardapells and the 
port. 

The 28th, 'we palled through a large 
town, called Buyk-tzeckmtdgy ; from 
thence the laft ftage to Conftantinople. 

I muft here take nptice, that, at Silivry, 
I was met hy another chevadar, who, in- 
head of conducing me diredUy to the city, 
as I expeded, turned Ihort to the left hand, 
out of the high road, carried me through 
by-path$, over deep and moorifix hills, 
Uninhabited, till at laft we came to a, little 
village, on the top of the hill called Kara- 

inackly, 
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Inackly, where is a neat country-houfe be¬ 
longing to Muftapha-caffa Bafha, the chief 
butcher to the Sultan, a place of great truft 
and honour. 

I was lodged in the Bafha’s houfe, and 
met with a friendly reception from his 
kaya, or fteward, who furnished me with 
what neceflaries I had occafion for. In 
the mean time, I waited patiently for the 
return of a meflenger whom they had de- 
fpatched to the Bafha. This place Sands 
very pleafant and airy, within the view of 
the city, and is a retreat for the Bafha, and 
his family, in times of the plague 

It will be readily imagined, that I did 
not much like being carried out of the 
common road. But, without afking que- 
ltions, i followed my conductors. 

The 29th, the meflenger returned from 
the city, with orders that I fhould pro¬ 
ceed, which was very welcome news to 
me. Accordingly, we fet out about ten 
of the clock. Towards noon, we arrived 
at Conflantinople. They conducted me 

direCtly 
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dire&ly to the houfe of Muftapha Baffia, 
w.ho received me with great civility* And, 
lifter afking a few queftions relating to'my 
journey, he then defired that I would wait 
till fuchtime as he fhould acquaint the Vi- 
fier of my arrival* Muftapha Bafha did 
not return till the evening. Upon his re¬ 
turn, he fent an officer with me to Sir Eve- 
rard Fawkener, the Britilh ambaffador, to 
whom I, was addrefled, and in whoie houfe 
I lodged during my abode at Conftanti- 
nople. 

I fhall fay nothing relating to the efle&s 
of my commiffion, farther, than that I 
punctually conformed to the terms of my 
inftru&ions. 

Here, it may be obferved, that, although 
the Ruffians under Count Lacy, and under 
Count Munich, were very fuccefsful every 
campaign, from the commencement of the 
war in 1734, and made great acquifitions 
on the Turkiffi frontier, on that fide, by 
their taking Afoph and Otzakoff, pofleffing 
themfelves of the Perecop and the Crimea, 

and 
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and carrying their arms, the laft campaign, 
into Moldavia, which was ended by a con¬ 
siderable advantage gained by the Ruffians 
at the battle of Chotim ; in confequence of 
which victory,the Bafha of Chotim brought 
the keys of that important fortrefs to the 
General of the Ruffian army, who fent the 
Baflia, and the principal officers under him, 
prifoners to St Peterfburgh ; yet the Em¬ 
peror of Germariy’s arms in Hungary were 
by no means fuccefsful j the Turks gaining 
On the Emperor’s frontier there, as much as 
they loft of their own frontiers towards Ruf- 
fja. Elated by their fuccefles in Hungary, 
duringthelaft campaign, the Ottoman Porte 
rofe in their demands, and infifted on high¬ 
er terms than Ruffia thought proper to a- 
gree to. 

This famous city is fo well known, that 
I need not enter into a minute defcription, 
fo (hall only give a tranfient view of fuch 
remarkable things as occurred to me du¬ 
ring my fhort ftay at this place; 

Vol. II. 3 U Con- 
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Confiantinople is fituated in forty one 
2nd one-half degrees north latitude, twenty- 
nine degrees eaft longitude, upon a point 
of land, on the European ftiore, in the 
province of Romania, and is efteeraed one 
of the moft delightful fituations in the 
world ; for which reafon Conftantine the 
Great chofe it for the feat of empire; by 
whom it was rebuilt and beautified about 
the year of our Lord 330. 

At a difiance, the city makes a very fine 1 
appearance, having a great number of gild¬ 
ed fpires and domes, or cupolas, which 
multiply as you approach ; but, when yon 
enter the city, the jgeneral irregularity and 
narrowncfs of the ftreets do in po degree 
eorrefpond with the magnificent appear¬ 
ance it makes at a difiance ; which is, in¬ 
deed, the cafe of many of the cities and 
great towns of Europe, feeming to be built 
at random. I have often thought, that, 
had a Chinefe been confulted, he could 
fiave taught both Greeks and Romans how 
to lay out towns, and that by the fimpleft 

rules; 
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rules; viz. Let there be fpace enough, fuf- 
ficient breadth of, ftreet, and the houfes on 
each fide built in a ftraight line; which 
rules are obferved in all the towns I have 
obferved in China, particularly Pekin. This 
Common error, in laying out towns in Eu¬ 
rope, muft be owing to the remilTnefs of 
the government of nations j tho’ this great 
inconvenience, in fo grand a city as Con- 
ftantinople, hath no relation to the litua- 
tion of the place, yet it is thought by ma¬ 
ny, I think very juftly, that, were the 
ftreets of this city fpacious and regular, it 
would in fome meafure prevent the fre¬ 
quent peftilential difeafes with which this 
place is affe&ed, and which prevail here 
more than in any other place I know ; 
there feldom palling a year without its ma¬ 
king a dreadful havock among the popu¬ 
lace. 

This irtortal diftemper’s being almoft al¬ 
ways, more or lefs, in this city, may in 
part be attributed to a defeat in Turkilh 
policy, which fuffers all (hips to enter the 

port. 
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port, without requiring bills of health, at 
any time; even the (hips from infe&ed 
places are admitted. I do not know bat 
that the belief of predeftrnation, prevailing 
fo univerfalTy among the Turks, with whom 
it is a fundamental article of their creed, 
may likewife contribute to the continuance 
of the devaluations made, by this terrible 
* difeafe, among the human fpecies. 

A very great nuifance, attending tbis 
place, is its being peftered with a great 
number of nafty dogs which belong to no¬ 
body j they kennel in every corner of the 
ftreets; it is unlawful to kill them ; and 
they are generally fed, which is looked up¬ 
on, by many of the Turks, as an a£fc of 
charity. 

It is without difpute a populous city; 
but far fhort of the numbers reported by 
common fame, which feldom keeps within 
bounds in things of this nature* It is true 
that many Grangers refort hither daily, 
both from Europe and Alia, and many of 
them remain here; but then it mull be 

con- 
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Confidered how many are carried off annu¬ 
ally by the peftilence and other difeafes. I 
do not think the whole number exceeds four 
hundred thoufand fouls. In walking the 
ilreets, you often meet with people, who, 
to avoid converting with you, walk on (he 
other fide of the ftreet, for fear of catching 
the diftemper; and mod people endeavour 
to get to windward of each other ; which, 
with many other inconVeniencies, renders 
the place not very agreeable to ftrangers. 

From Pera, a di drift of Conftantinople 
inhabited by Europeans, and by the foreign 
minifter* refiding at the Porte, there is a 
fine profpeft of the city, and of the Grand 
Seignor’s feraglio ; which laft (lands on an 
eminence, with Hoping gardens, down to 
the edge of the canal, planted with rows 
of cyprefs, and other ever-greens. It hath * 
the appearance of a mod delightful place 
but, though the walks are well (haded, it 
is not thought good manners, or even fafe» 
to look at them with a fpy-glafs. 

Oppo- 
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Oppofite to the feraglio, oa the Allan 
(bore, fiends the ancient dty of Chryfopo- 
lis, or the Golden City, now called Skuta- 
ry, a pretty little place, 

AJopg the (hore of the Propontis, to¬ 
wards the foutb-weft, runs a ridge of very 
high mountains, called Olympus, which 
are covered with fnow futnmcr and win¬ 
ter. The mountain of that name, men¬ 
tioned by the Poets, fiands in Greece. 

February the 3d,, there was a great fall 
pf fnow, followed by a ftrong froft* which 
continued for the fpace of fourteen days* 

1 thought myfelf happy ia efcaping it; but 
this weather is very acceptable to the peo¬ 
ple here, as it tends to (lap the contagious 
difiemper. 

1 ihall now take a view of feme of the 
moft remarkable firu&ures in and about 
this ancient city, which are commonly 
ihown to travellers. Indeed there are but 
few remains of antiquity to be feen at pre- 
fent ; for the Turks, according to their 
principles, deface and ruin every thing that 

hath 
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hath an air of idolatry, as they call it, 
whether Pagan or Chriftian. What Chri- 
ftian churches they have fpared are conr 
yerted into mofques. 

March 2d, the weather being fine, I 
made a party with fome friends to ride out 
and fee the aqueduds, which are curious 
fabrics ere&ed in order to fupply the city 
with frefh water. They are faid to be 
built by the Emperor Valens. They are 
now kept in repair by the Grand Seignor. 
They ftand at tinequal diftances, from four 
to feven or more miles to the northward 
of the city, according to the refpedtive fup- 
plies of water from fprings and brooks. 

The long aqueduft is about feven hun¬ 
dred yards in length, and near thirty in 
height ; it confifts of two fiories or ranges 
of arches, one above the other, having a- 
bout fifty' arches in a range, all of hewn 
Hone, neatly wrought. 

The crooked aquedu&, fo Called from its 
form of zig-zag, runs in this figure V V V V; 
the intent of which is to divert and leflen 

thy 
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the force of the current, and h*th a triple 
range of beautiful arches. 

At fome diftancc from, this (lands the 
high aquedud, the mpft magnificent of 
all, being near three hundred yards in 
length* about forty in height, having four 
(lately arches, with the fame number over 
them. Befides, there are feveral others of 
lefler note, which I need not mention. 
They arc all built to convey the water, fl¬ 
yer low vallies and hollows, to the city, 

At night we came to Belgrade, a pies- 
fant village, inhabited by Greeks, where 
mod of the foreign minifters have their 
country-houfes, to which they retire h 
time of the plague. 

The next day we remained at this village, 
and walked through the woods, to a neigh¬ 
bouring hill, to the eaftward, from whence 
there is a full view of the Black Sea. 
Thefe woods are of fine oak, beech, and o- 
ther timber, fit for the conftrudion of a 
royal navy. They are well furnifhed with 

wild-fowl, and various forts of other game. 

The 
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The 4th, we left Belgrade, when, ri¬ 
ding to the fouthward, through pleafant 
woods and fields, we came about noon to a 
large village, called Buyuck-terey, ftanding 
on the north fhore of the canal, or Thra¬ 
cian Bofphorus. This canal is natural, 
burfting out from the Black Sea, between 
two high mountains, and runs, in a ftrong 
current, about fixteen Englifh miles, to 
the city, where it difcharges itfelf into the 
Propontis. The depth is from ten to fif¬ 
teen fathoms ; the breadth from about one 
mile to half a mile ; very well ftored with 
moft forts of fea-fifh, particularly oiftere, 
of a fmall kind, but very delicious. The 
land, on both fides, is very high, with 
many pleafant villages, along the fhore. 
At the mouth of the canal, where it begins 
from the Black Sea, the Turks have built 
two forts to defend the paflage, one on the 
lhore of Alia, the other on that of Europe ; 
they may well ferye to prevent fudden in- 
curfions, but of little .ufe againft a ftrong 

Vo L. II. 3 X fqua- 
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fquadron of men of war, and an eatterly 
wind. 

I was informed that, in the reign of 
Sultan Amurath, a ftrong party of coflacks 
came, in open boats, before thefe cattles 
were built, or when they were negle&ed, 
entereef the canal, and put all the city in 
great ponftcrnation* After they had plan* 
4 ered many villages, they returned again tq 
their own country, with little or no lots. 

From the Buyuck-terey wfi lent obi 
horfes home, and returned to the city by 
water. Some days after this I went to fee 
the Sultan, as he came from his devotions 
at the mofque called Jeney- Jamey. He 
was on horfeback, attended by a fmall troop 
of fpahis on horfeback, and fome janifaries 
pn foot. Mahmuth hath a good afpcd, and 
bears the character of being of a humane 
peaceable difpofition* This Prince foe? 
ceeded Achmet, who was depofed, about 
feven years before, by one named Ali- 
Patrone, or Kalyll, a janizary, and bis»(' 
fociates, all people of low degree, the next 
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in command to Ali-Patrone, or Kalyll, aa 
be is commonly called* was Mufs-luch, ft 
dealer in melons and other fruits ;> the 
third was Emy-Aly. Thefe three chief* 
governed the Turkifh empire near a month* 
After they had placed Mahnauth ah the 
throne, they depofed the Grand VHiely 
and difpofed of all offices, civil and mili¬ 
tary, at pleafure. Ali-Patrone, in the mean 
time, was very fober, never changing his 
habit, came every morning to the janizaries 
hall,where he fat as fovereign judge, dnd gave 
fentence on all caufes that were brought 
before him, without delay j waS very cha** 
ritable to the poor, and rectified many a- 
bufes in the ftate. That magnificent Vi- 
fier, Ibrahim-Bafha, Who had introduced 
printing, fell a facrifide to the rebels. 

One a£tion of the Ralyll’s I canndt Omit 
relating, as it evinces, that his high' ftatioti 
did not produce forgetfulnefs of his old 
friends. There was one Janaky, a Greek, 
a butcher by trade, Who had formerly lent 
Ali-Patrone half a dollar* He fent for this 

butcher, 
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butcher, and made him Hofpodar or Prince 
of Moldavia. Poor Janaky would wil¬ 
lingly have been excufed from accepting 
£ 6 . high an office ; but his patron infifted 
on bis takiog it. 

However, thefe mighty chiefs being in¬ 
toxicated with power, began to intoxicate 
themfelves with wine alfo ; and they were 
at length caught in a fnare, laid for them! 
by Sultan Geray, Chan of the Crim Tar¬ 
tars, who had been fent for, by fome of the 
grandees* for that end. Sultan Geray fuc- 
ceeded fo well, that the chiefs were cut 
off, the reft difperfed, and the government 
re-eftabliffied on the fame footing as here¬ 
tofore, with very little bloocUhed j the par¬ 
ticulars of which being, in general, well 
known, I fay no more of that affair. 

The next place I was carried to was the 
mint, where 1 faw them coining, money of 
different forts. It Hands in the outer court 
of the feraglio. 

From thence 1 went to the famous 
church of Sanfta Sophia, now converted 

into 
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into a mofque. There being already many 
defcriptions extant of this ancient fabric, I 
{hall only obferve, that it was rebuilt and 
adorned by the Emperor Juftinian, about 
the year of our Lord 500. It is highly e- 
fteemed by archite&s, for the flatnefs of 
the dome> or cupola, which, it is faid, the 
moderns cannot imitate. 

In time of war, Chriftians are not per¬ 
mitted to enter the mofque. Neverthelefs, 
we were conduced up a pair of back-ftairs 
to the gallery, from whence we had a full 
view of the whole. The floor is laid with 
clean mats and carpets, having no feat, on¬ 
ly one pulpit for the Mullah. The gallery 
is laid with marble, fupported by about 
one hundred marble pillars, of various co¬ 
lours and fizes, moil of them, at lead, be¬ 
tween five and fix feet diameter. The 
whole of the infide hath a noble and grand 
appearance. At the entry into the gallery, 
is an old veftry, with the door clofed up, 
of which a Greek, of my acquaintance, 

told me the following Abort ftory, viz. A 
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cSrtairi Mullah bcirig in the veftry, law, or 
fancied that he Taw, a man on horfeback, 
with a fword in hid hand, who bid him be* 
gone out of that holy place, &c. This, Hke 
other tales of the fame nature, was not tong 
x fecret, and was interpreted to have been 
no other than Conftantine the Great. 
However fabulous the ftory appears, the 
door of the veftry hath been condemned 
fince that time. 

From Sanda Sophia 1 was conduced to 
the Hippodroriie, where the'Greeks ufed 
formerly to train their horfes to the me¬ 
nage, now called the Att-Maydan, and is 
foil applied to the fame ufe by the Turks. 
It is a fpacious oblong fquare, having a 
pretty marble obeliik in the middle. On 
One fide of it is a pillar of brafs, with fer- 
jpents twining round itj this is fomewhat 
defaced, and is about ten feet high. 

In the great ftreet, at fome difiance from 
(he Hippodrome, Hands another venerable 
monument of antiquity; a large and tall 
pillar, called the Burnt-pillar, becaufe it 

bath 
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Jiath greatly fuffered by fire in the neigh¬ 
bourhood) which hath cracked it in divers 
places; this is a misfortune common to 
narrow ftreets, and not to be remedied 
without a well regulated police. This pil¬ 
lar is of porphyry, about twenty yards 
high. 

We went thence to fee the grand refer- 
voir, built with intent of fupplying the ci¬ 
ty with water in cafe of a fiege. This muft 
have coll an immenfe fum of money j for 
it is all of it under ground; above it are 
ftreets and hpufes. It is not far from the 
Hippodrome. Towards the water-fide, the 
covering of it is fupported by a great num¬ 
ber of arches, and many hundreds of ftone- 
pillars, of which not a few are fallen down, 
and the whole of it is going a-pace t# 
decay. There was no water in it. 

There is another ancient fabric, known 
by the name of Edikuly, or feven tower^ 
{landing on an eminence to the weftward $ 
which is now a common prifon. Near the 
p^id^le of the city Hands a fmall tower, 

called 
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called Belifarius ; whether or not it was the 
houfe of that great and unfortunate Gene¬ 
ral, I could not learn. 

OppoAte to the feraglio, near the middle 
of the canal, Bands a fraall round tower, 
upon the fummit of a fmall rock, called 
Leander’s Tower. This, with the fore¬ 
going, are the few remains of antiquity 
commonly fhown to ftrangers. 

The haven, which divides the city from 
that diftrid of it called Pera, for its extent 
and depth of water, may probably equal, 
perhaps furpafs, the belt in the known 
world, well fenced on all Ades by riAng 
grounds. Near the bottom of the haven is 
a fpacious* and mod convenient yard for 
building £hips and galleys, with fuitable 
magazines and. ware-houfes for keeping 
the cordage, guns, ammunition, and for 
every material requiftte for building and 
Atting men of war and galleys for the fea. 

Adjoining is a place called the bagnio, 
appropriated to the lodging and accommo¬ 
dating galley-flaves j where, it may be 

fup- 
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fuppofed they do not pafs their time very 
agreeably. 

My next walk was to fee the dervifes at 
worfhip ; they are a religious order of the 
Mahometans, who have a mofque in Pera, 
built in a circular form, with a pulpit for 
the Mullah, and a gallery built in a nitch, 
made in the circle, for the mufic. The 
fermen being ended, the muficians began 
on various inftruments, which were like 
the European flutes and hautboys, upon 
which five of the dervifes flood up, and 
danced round the mofque, in a frantic 
manner, turning themfelves round, as they 
advanced, with fo quick a motion, that their 
faces were hardly diflinguifhable from other 
parts of their heads. They followed each 
Other at certain diflances ; but an old man 
of fourfeore years outdid all the reft in 
quicknefs of turning round. Yet, when 
he left off, he did not feem to be at all difi* 
compofed by the violence of the motion. 
This extravagant fefifc make vows of pover¬ 
ty and chaftity, travel over all the eaft, 
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where the religion of Mahomet prevails, 

A 

and are held in great efteem by the devoat 
of that profeflion. 

The 9th of March, the army intended 
for Hungary, under the command of Eg* 
geny-Mahomet-Bafha, the Grand Vifier, 
began to file off to the camp alBgned for 
them, about three miles to the northward 
of the city. The procefllon continued four 
days ; and, as ufual, when the Sultan him* 
felf, or the Grand Vifier, take the field in 
perfon, the troops are attended by all the 
different trades and artifans to the place of 
encampment, each trade having the proper 
drefs and badges of their refpe&ive profef- 
fion, with banners, mufic, Sec. 

The firft day the janizaries marched, 
with their Aga, or chief commander, at 
their head, followed by a numerous multi¬ 
tude of artifans. The firft in procelEon 
was a plough drawn by painted oxen, with 
gilded horns. It would be tedious to men¬ 
tion the reft particularly ; I fhall only ob- 
ferve, that fome of this ragamuffian crew 

made 
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made frightful figures, being naked to the 
wafte, with fabres run through the fleffiy 
part of their arms, and befmeared with 
blood—A {hocking fpe&acle ! 

The fecond day’s proceflion was the 
pioniers and miners, with their different 
tools and utenfils. 

The third day, the cannoniers marched. 

The fourth day, the Vifier marched out, 
attended by the general officers of the ar¬ 
my, a great many Spahis and Janizaries, 
and all the different trades of the town ; a- 
mong which rabble, were many fuch ban¬ 
ditti as above defcribed, naked for the moft 
part of the body, all bloody. The Grand 
Mufti was in the fame coach with the 
Grand Vifier, and had the Alcoran carried 
by a Mullah, who fat likewife in the fame 
coach, oppofite to the Mufti ; which was 
preceded by a number of fingers, ip their 
proper habits, finging as they went along. 
Before the coach was carried the ftandard 
of Mahomet, which is a horfe’s tail, faid to 
be brought from heaven by the Angel Ga¬ 
briel 
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briel to Mahomet, and is held in great ve¬ 
neration, feldom appearing but on great 
folemnities; after which it is carried back 
to the feraglio, where it remains till the 
next occafion. 

When war is declared againft any prince 
or ftate, the horfe-tail is fet up at the gate 
of the feraglio, called Alla-Capy, or the 
Port of God, from whence the Grand 
Seignor dates all his defpatches; and, on 
that account, the court of the Grand Seig¬ 
nor is commonly called the Ottoman Porte, 
and the Sublime Porte. But when the 
Sultan is in the field, at the head of his ar¬ 
my, he dates all his letters and orders from 
his ftirrup. All generals who have three 
horfe-tails, are called Vifier; but the Grand 
Vifier, who is always prime minifter, go¬ 
verns and diredts all affairs relating to the 
ftate, both foreign and domeftic : Next to 
him in power is the Kaymacan, who is his 
lieutenant j after him Nifangy Balha, 
keeper of the feals; then Kap-adgee Ba* 
£ha, chief porter; Killar-agafly, the chief 

eunuch. 
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eunuch. Theft are the pridcipal great of¬ 
ficers at court. It happens often, that the 
Kiflar-agaffy hath more to fay than all the 
reft put together j for although the ladies 
live very retired, yet they are not fo igno¬ 
rant as is generally imagined. And, if I 
am not mifinformed, matters of the great- 
eft confequence are canvafted, and often 
fettled in the feraglio, before they are pre- 
fented to the miniftry. One thirig is cer¬ 
tain, that whoever wants a favour at court 
needs no better recommendation than a 
friend among the ladies. 

Soon after my arrival, I had an invita¬ 
tion from the famous Count Bonneval, 
who then was ill of the gout; but, in time 
of war, it was not thought fit that I fhould 
vifit that gentleman. 

March 15th, Sir Everard Fawkener went 
to the camp to take learve of the Grand 
Vifier, as is ufual for all the foreign mini- 
fters to do, on the like occafions. We dis¬ 
mounted at fome diftance from the tent of 
this gre^t man, were conduced by an offi¬ 
cer 
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per to a magnificent tent, near to that of 
the Vifier, and entertained with coffee, &c. 
for about a quarter of an hour j after which 
the ambaflador, accompanied by the gentle¬ 
men of his retinue, went to the Vifier** 
tent, where a ftool was prepared for his 
Excellency. The gentlemen ftood during 
the time the ambaflador remained* The 
Vifier fat, crofs-legged, on a fopha raifed 
about half a foot from the floor, which was 
all laid with rich carpets. Very near him 
Hood a frame, on which were hung fome 
mufkets, fabres, &c. of very curious work- 
manfliip, ornamented richly with gold, fil- 
ver, and Hones of value, as emeralds, ru¬ 
bies, &c. The Turkifli camps are, in ge¬ 
neral, very regular and clean. 

The Ihort ceremony being over, we re¬ 
turned again to the city. After fome days 
the Grand Vifier marched to Adrianopie, 
in his way to Hungary. 

Being about to leave this city, I (hall de¬ 
tain the reader with no more particulars 
than the following fliort obfervations. 

In 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



1738. CONSTANTINOPLE. 343 

In Turkey there are few families who 
Lave any diftinguifhing titles or honours 
appertaining to them which defcead to their 
children. All titles of honour, and places 
of power and profit in the Sultan’s domi¬ 
nions, depend on perfonal merit, or the Sul¬ 
tan’s favour, which dies with the pofleflor. 
The only two families who have a juft 
claim to nobility, are thofe of Dgiggal- 
Oglu and Kuperly, who, for fignal fervices 
done to the empire, have peculiar privi¬ 
leges i one in particular, that the Sultan, 
as it is faid, cannot condemn them to death. 
It feems that, on a very critical conjun&ure, 
when affairs were in great diforder, the Sul¬ 
tan died, Kupetly kept it a fecret for fix 
Weeks j in which time, by his prudent con- 
dud, the government was eftablifhed on a 
proper footing. Befides thefe, there are 
dependents of their prophet Mahomet’s 
family, of which there are great numbers, 
who are diftinguifhed by wearing green, 
and enjoy fome privileges. 

Having 
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Having nothing more to do at Conftan- 
tinople, I am now about to return to St Pe- 
terlburgh. As I had a commiffion from 
Sir Everard Fawkener for the Grand Vifi- 
er, who was then at Adrianople, I took 
that road. 

April 8th, after taking leave of my 
friends, I fet out from Conftantinople, ac¬ 
companied by a tzaufji, or mefienger, a ja¬ 
nizary, and my own fervant. 

The 13th, in the morning, I came to the 
city of Adrianople, where I lodged, at the 
houfe of Mr Damiral, a Greek gentleman, 
who is agent at this place for our ambaiTa- 
dor, where I found a friendly reception. 

The city of Adrianople is about forty 
leagues north-weft from Conftantinople, 
in a pleafant country, inhabited by Turks, 
Greeks, and fome Jews. The Capuchins 
have alfo a convent here. The town is 
pretty large, and is remarkable for having 
a very noble grand mofque, with very high 
minorets, of excellent workmanftup. The 
architect was a Greek, of whom it is re¬ 
ported, 
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ported, that the Grand Seignor, being a- 
mazed at the extraordinary contrivance and 
execution which the architect exhibited in 
thofe buildings, thought that nothing of 
mechaniftn was out of his reach, and or¬ 
dered him to make himfelf wings, and to 
fly off from the top of one of the minorets, 
which the poor builder was forced to at¬ 
tempt* After flying a confiderable diftance, 
he fell among fome tombs, and broke his 
neck. I do not vouch for the truth of the 
ftory ; but I was fliown the tombs in the 
neighbourhood, among which it is faid 
that he fell. 

The 14th, I had a vifit from Monfieur 
Peifonell, the French agent, and fome of the 
Capuchin Fathers. 

The 15th, I went to return the vifit at 
the convent. In coming through the mar¬ 
ket-place, in the way to my lodgings, I met 
with a very difagreeable fpe&acle ; which 
was two men, lying ftark naked, without 
their heads, which had been juft before cut 
off. They were faid to have been fpies. 
Vol. II. 3 Z After 
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After difcharging m7 commiffion to the 
Grand Vifier, which I effe&ed through Mr 
Damiral, and obtaining an order for poft- 
horfes, I left Adrianople the 17th, and pro¬ 
ceeded on my journey to the northward; 
ip which I need not be particular, having 
mentioned moil of the places in the former 
part of this relation. I took the neareft 
way for Yafly in Moldavia. 

The 26th, we palled the Danube in a 
boat, at a place called Kalafs, a few leagues 
above Ifmayl. 

The 29th, we arrived at the city of Yaf-r 
fy. The next day I waited on the prince, 
who received me in a moft friendly man¬ 
ner. He gave orders for horfes, and two 
of his guards, to conduct me to the fron¬ 
tiers of Poland. He likewife fent an offi¬ 
cer to accompany me as far as Nemiroff. I 
then difcharged my tzaulh and janizary, 
who returned back to Conftantinople. 

May 1 ft, I left Yafly, and came the neatt 
day to Soroka, 

The 
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The 3d, I left Soroka, paflcd the Dnief- 
ter, and came to TamaS-Poly., where I 
lodged. 

The 5th, I got to Nemiroff, and at this 
place delivered all my defpatches for Eu¬ 
rope to General Ruflotfky, to be forward¬ 
ed according to addrefs. 

The 10th, I arrived at Kioff, and fet 
out again the fame day. 

On the 17th of May I arrived at St Pe- 
terfburgh. 

It is to be noted, all my dates are old 
ftile. 

I Ihall fubjoin a lift of all the ftages and 
diftances from St Peteriburgh to Conftan- 
tlnople. As I have, in a former journey, 
particularized the ftages to Mofco, I need 
not repeat them here. 


From 
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Verft*. 


From St Peterfburgh to the city of 

Mofco, - - 734 

prom Mofco towards Kioff, 

To Sela Packra 30 

The village of Tzenifkoy 35 

Lykof-Vrague 40 
Dobrichach 35 

Town of Caluga 40 

town of Lykvyn 30 

town of Belof 4 o 

town of Bolfliof 40 

Selo Glotovo 35 

town of Kartzof 35 

Selo Samova 30 

Selo Tzainaka 30 

Village of Lieubufh 30 

Town of Seyeffki 30 

Tolfto Dubovo 40 

Town of Gluchovo 30 

town of Korolevitz 39 

town of Batturin 44 

Carried over 1367 
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*73#* CONSTANTINOPLE. 549 

Verfts. 



Brought over 

1367 

From 

Borzna 

33 

To 

Nefhina 

48 


Nofofka 

28 


Koflelitz 

3 * 


Semipologue 

25 


Brovary 

29 


City of Kioff 

18 

From St 

Peterlburgh to Kioff 

1586 


The verfl in Ruflia confifts of 1 i66j En- 
glifli yards ; fo that the diftance from 
St Peterfburgh to Kioff, being 1586 
verfts, is 1051 -j 4 Engliih miles. 

From Kioff to Soroka* 


From Kioff 
To 


Poliih miles. 


Vaffilkoff 5 

Belozyrkoff 6 

Shamarayof ka . 3 

Squeer 1 


Carried over 

4 


*4 
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> 5 *> A JOURNEY TO 173*. 

PolUh miles. 


Brought over 14 j 

From Samgorod 1 

To Golochuaft 1 

Pogrebiflia a 

Spitzinitz 2 

Otzeredno 1 

Lipovitz 1 

Vytofsky 2 J 

Kavalefka 1 I 

Nemiroff 1 1 

Petzery 2 

Spykoff * 

Lefkovitz 1 

Tamaz-Poly 3 

Klcynbofka 2 

Tzikanofka on the 
Dniefter, on the bank 
oppofite is Soroka 3 


)9 

Computing 67 Englifli miles to a Polifh 
mile, the diftance from Kioff to Soroka 
will be 2537 English miles. 

Froffl 
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!73». CONSTANTINOPLE, 

From Soroka the frontier, to Yafly the ca¬ 
pital of Moldavia, reckoning the Tur- 
kifh fahat, or hour, to be three Engliih 
miles. 

Engljlh miles. 


From Soroka 

To Kaynar ia 

Hetlh ia 

Meygura a4 

Jtiver Pruth la 

City of Yafly xa 

From Soroka to Yafly 7a 


From Yafly to Beader. 

Engliih miles. 


From Yafly 

To Roflnar xa 

Voltzinitz 15 

Kofhufhna 34 

Kifhanoff 6 

Bender 34 

From Yafly to Bender 81 


From 
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From Bender to the Danube, along the de- 
fert of Budjack. 

Englifh milei. 


From Bender 

To Kaulhan 12 

Kongley 34 

Tartarken 30 

Town of Ifmayl 21 

From Bender to Ifmayl 87 


- From Ifmayl to Conftantinople. 

EngliJh miles. 

From Ifmayl, erofs the Danube, 


Tultzin 

13 

Babbadach 

18 

Kaybaty 

18 

Kodjalo 

6 

Here 

6 

Panna-Kew 

6 

Kara-Su 

12 

Kabady 

12 

Carried over 

90 
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Englilh miles. 


Brought over 

90 

From Aly-Beg Kiew 

12 

To Bazartzick 

24 

TJfheny 

6 

Provady 

24 

Yeny l$iew 

9 

Tzenggy 

6 

A Caravanfera 

12 

Aydofs 

12 

Benglyr 

9 

Kara-Bunar 

*5 

Faky 

12 

Kangry 

12 

Kirglifs 

24 

Bourgafs 

24 

Tzorby 

30 

Silivry , 

24 

Buyuck Tzeckmiday 

18 

Conftantinople 

18 

From Ifmayl to Conftanti- 

• 

N 

nople 

38 * 

Vol. It. 4 A 

The 
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554 A JOURNEY, &c. 1738. 

The whole diftance from St Peterfburgh 
to Conftantinople, I take to be about 192; 
Englifh meafured miles, of 1760 yards 
each mile. 

The feveral diftances as follow, viz. 
From St Peterfburgh to Kioff 1051 mea* 
fured miles. 

From Kioff to Soroka, the frontier of Mol¬ 
davia, 253 computed niilcs, 

From Soroka to Yafly 72 Ditto. 

From Yaffy to Bender 81 ditto. 

From Bender to Ifmayl 87 ditto. 

From Ifmayl to Con- 

ftantinople 311 ditto. 

< " 

1925 

Thus I have finilhed my fourth eaftern 
journey, which, in all probability, will be 
my laft to that quarter of the globe. I 
would not advife any man to undertake 
this laft, at fuch a feafon of the year asl 
did, or in time of war. 

F I N I S, 
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